
I Need Him, But He Is Not There for Me
1 Samuel 28:1-25

Halifax: 12 October 2025
Introduction:
We will continue our sermon series in First Samuel. 
- Today, we will look at chapter 28. I am going to go ahead and read it now. 
- Here is the word of God. 1 Samuel 28:1-25.    
1 Sam 28:1-25:  Now it  happened in those
days  that  the  Philistines  gathered  their
armies together for war, to fight with Israel.
And Achish said to David, “You assuredly
know that you will go out with me to battle,
you and your  men.”  2 And David said  to
Achish,  “Surely  you  know  what  your
servant can do.” And Achish said to David,
“Therefore I will make you one of my chief
guardians forever.” 

3 Now Samuel had died, and all  Israel
had  lamented  for  him and buried  him in
Ramah, in his own city. And Saul had put
the  mediums  and the  spiritists  out  of  the
land.  4  Then  the  Philistines  gathered
together,  and  came  and  encamped  at
Shunem.  So  Saul  gathered  all  Israel
together,  and  they  encamped  at  Gilboa.  5

When Saul saw the army of the Philistines,
he  was  afraid,  and  his  heart  trembled
greatly.  6 And  when Saul  inquired  of  the
LORD, the LORD did not answer him, either
by dreams or by Urim or by the prophets.

7 Then Saul said to his servants, “Find
me a woman who is a medium, that I may
go  to  her  and  inquire  of  her.”  And  his
servants  said  to  him,  “In  fact,  there  is a
woman who is a medium at En Dor.”  8 So
Saul  disguised  himself  and  put  on  other
clothes,  and  he  went,  and  two  men  with
him; and they came to the woman by night.
And he said, “Please conduct a seance for
me,  and  bring  up  for  me  the  one  I  shall
name to  you.”  9 Then the  woman said  to
him, “Look, you know what Saul has done,
how he  has  cut  off  the  mediums  and the
spiritists from the land. Why then do you
lay a snare for my life, to cause me to die?”
10 And  Saul  swore  to  her  by  the  LORD,
saying, “As the  LORD lives, no punishment
shall come upon you for this thing.” 11 Then

the woman said,  “Whom shall  I  bring up
for you?” And he said, “Bring up Samuel
for me.”  12 When the woman saw Samuel,
she  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice.  And the
woman spoke to Saul,  saying,  “Why have
you deceived me? For you are Saul!” 13 And
the  king  said  to  her,  “Do  not  be  afraid.
What did you see?” And the woman said to
Saul,  “I  saw a spirit  ascending out of  the
earth.”  14 So  he said  to  her,  “What  is his
form?”  And  she  said,  “An  old  man  is
coming  up,  and  he  is covered  with  a
mantle.”  And  Saul  perceived  that  it  was
Samuel, and he stooped with his face to the
ground and bowed down.

15 Now Samuel said to Saul, “Why have
you disturbed me by bringing me up?” And
Saul answered, “I am deeply distressed; for
the  Philistines  make  war  against  me,  and
God  has  departed  from me  and does  not
answer  me  anymore,  neither  by  prophets
nor by dreams. Therefore I have called you,
that you may reveal  to me what  I should
do.”  16 Then  Samuel  said:  “Why  then  do
you ask me, seeing the  LORD has departed
from you and has become your enemy?  17

And the  LORD has done for Himself as He
spoke  by  me.  For  the  LORD has  torn  the
kingdom out of your hand and given it to
your  neighbor,  David.  18 Because  you  did
not obey the voice of the LORD nor execute
His  fierce  wrath  upon  Amalek,  therefore
the  LORD has  done  this  thing to  you  this
day. 19 Moreover the LORD will also deliver
Israel  with  you  into  the  hand  of  the
Philistines.  And  tomorrow  you  and  your
sons  will  be with  me.  The  LORD will  also
deliver the army of Israel into the hand of
the Philistines.”

20 Then immediately Saul fell full length
on the ground,  and was  dreadfully  afraid
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because of the words of Samuel. And there
was no strength in him, for he had eaten no
food all day or all night. 21 And the woman
came to Saul and saw that he was severely
troubled,  and  said  to  him,  “Look,  your
maidservant has obeyed your voice, and I
have put my life in my hands and heeded
the words which you spoke to me.  22 Now
therefore, please, heed also the voice of your
maidservant, and let me set a piece of bread
before  you;  and  eat,  that  you  may  have

strength when you go on your way.”  23 But
he refused and said, “I will not eat.” So his
servants,  together with  the  woman,  urged
him;  and  he  heeded  their  voice.  Then  he
arose from the ground and sat on the bed. 24

Now  the  woman  had  a  fatted  calf  in  the
house, and she hastened to kill it. And she
took  flour  and  kneaded  it,  and  baked
unleavened bread from it. 25 So she brought
it before Saul and his servants, and they ate.
Then they rose and went away that night. 

Thanks be to God for His precious word. 

I. Last week, we saw that the author went out of his way to set David in contrast
with Saul regarding their response to a Philistine invasion against Israel. 

A. Many state that chapter 27 should have included the first two verses of chapter 28. 
1. Since the chapter divisions are not part of the original text but were added for

convenience, is warranted to question them. 
- It is true that the narrative switches from talking about David to talking about

Saul at chapter 28, verse 3. 
- But as Tsumura points out, the author himself indicates that there is a division

in the narrative with the words found in 28:1, “now it happened in those days.”
2. I did read the first two verses of chapter 28 last week with 27, so we could see

how God began to deal with David for his foolish decision to go—of all places—
to Philistia for refuge!
- At this time, the Philistines were the archenemies of God’s people Israel. 
- We learned from the opening of  chapter  27 that  David,  who had been so

faithful, did this because he told himself lies in his own heart. 
- 27:1: And David said in his heart, “Now I shall perish someday by the hand

of Saul. There is nothing better for me than that I should speedily escape to
the land of the Philistines.”

- We understand that David was weary from being relentlessly pursued by Saul,
but the LORD had delivered him from Saul again and again and had repeatedly
renewed His promise to David. 
- What’s more, God had told David by prophecy to stay in Judah. 
- It was very sinful for David to doubt God and go to the enemies of God’s

people for refuge. 
B. Last week, I pointed out that the author of 1 Samuel interrupted his report  about

David and started talking about Saul to set up a remarkable contrast between Saul and
David.
1. He left us with a cliffhanger.

- David had gone to Achish, the Philistine lord at Gath, and things had been
going beautifully for him for 16 months. 
- Achish had welcomed David, supposing him to be a defector from Israel. 
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- He had likely heard of Saul’s pursuit  of David,  who had been Israel’s
greatest warrior. He was delighted to welcome him and his force of six
hundred men. 

- Achish had given David a city called Ziklag to govern. 
- David and his men prospered by raiding some of Israel’s ancient enemies

in the area. David shared some of the plunder with Achish. 
- David also deceived Achish into thinking that he was actually attacking

Israel, even his own tribe of Judah, even though he was not actually doing
that. 

- The cliffhanger  was that  David,  had been so successful  at  making Achish
think that he hated his own people—God’s people Israel—that Achish had
invited David to join the war the Philistines were waging against Israel. 
- God had caused David’s wretched refuge to suddenly fail him. 

- David responded to this offer with the words we read in 28:2: “Surely
you know what your servant can do.”

- Achish, being quite sure that David would welcome the opportunity to
go to war against the people he thought David hated and had been
plundering, responded to David with the words (still in 28:2):
- “Therefore I will make you one of my chief guardians forever.” 

- Will he actually fight against Israel? 
- If not, how will he get out of this? 

- Right at this point where we are wondering what David is going to do—
the narrator breaks off to tell us how Saul responds when the Philistines
had arrived at Shunem from where they would launch their attack.
- It was a very strategic place for them (Saul had not been defending his

territory  properly)  where  they  would  have  a  tremendous advantage
with their iron chariots because it was an open area that would cut Saul
off from his northern territories.  

- As far as the development of the narrative, we don’t know if David is with
them or what. 
- We will not learn about what happened to David until chapter 29. 

- It is not until then that the author will back up to the time before
the Philistines marched to Shunem.

- This is a clever literary technique to draw our attention to the contrast
between David and Saul. 

2. As  last  week  (I  already  spoiled  the  story),  I  want  to  summarise  for  you  the
contrast between David and Saul. 
- It sounds preposterous, but here it is: 

- David, the redeemed man, is united with the Philistines as they go out to
war against God’s people Israel. 
- He does not turn to God to deliver him from this snare. 
- Yet, God rescues him out of it and make him king of Israel. 

- Saul, the man who is not redeemed, is united with Israel as they go to war
against the invading Philistines. 
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- He  seeks  God  with  earnest  pleading,  for  deliverance  from  these
enemies. 

- Yet, God refuses to hear him so that Israel is defeated and both Saul
and his son Jonathan are killed in the battle. 

- Does that not sound preposterous—even unconscionable? 
- And yet, there is tremendous instruction in this perplexing contrast. 

- Today,  we  will  look  at  why Saul  is  not  delivered  even  though  he
asked. 

- And we will touch briefly on David and why he is rescued from the
snare into which he has been entangled, even though he did not ask. 

3. The bulk of our attention will be on why the Lord destroys Saul. 
- The goal will be to exalt Christ as Saviour, to show us how faithful He is to

save all who come to Him to be saved from their sins. 

TRANS> So I will get straight to the point: 

II. Saul  is  ultimately  rejected  because  though  he  seeks  God’s  deliverance  for
many things, he has never sought God’s deliverance from his sin. 

A. You see here in our text that he comes to God for deliverance as he had often done.
1. We are told that he was faced with this huge threat from the Philistines and he

calls on the Lord. 
- The threat is described in verse 4. 

- Then the Philistines gathered together, and came and encamped at Shunem.
So Saul gathered all Israel together, and they encamped at Gilboa. 

- Saul had been pursuing David instead of the Philistines or this might not
have  happened.  He  had  left  Israel  unprotected  and  the  Philistines  had
managed to get to this valley of Shunem where they had a huge advantage.
- It  was  a  plain  where  their  iron  chariots  would  have  made  them

formidable. The location was such that they could make their way up
and right through Saul’s territory and separate him from the northern
regions of Israel. 

- Saul  was  very  afraid  when  he  saw  the  armies  gathered  there.  Humanly
speaking, Israel had little prospect of success. 
- 5 When Saul saw the army of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart

trembled greatly.
- But Saul cries out to the LORD. 

- Verse 6: And when Saul inquired of the LORD,
2. Saul had done this before. 

- Soon after he was anointed, the city of Jabesh Gilead was attacked by Nahash.
- Saul was stirred. He went to God and got counsel from God. He called

Israel  together  and  they  came  and  God  delivered  Jabesh  Gilead  from
Nahash. Saul gave thanks to God. 

- In 1 Sam 14:47-48, we are given a summary of his pattern of victories:  So
Saul established his sovereignty over Israel, and fought against all his enemies
on  every  side,  against  Moab,  against  the  people  of  Ammon,  against  Edom,
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against the kings of Zobah, and against the Philistines. Wherever he turned, he
harassed them.  48   And he gathered an army and attacked the Amalekites, and
delivered Israel from the hands of those who plundered them.

B. But there is one thing that Saul had never cried out to the LORD about. There was one
thing that he didn’t seem to care about! Deliverance from his own sin. 
1. He had an outward conformity to God and an outward profession of trust in God,

but he was not bothered that he did not love God.
- He did not care that he did not love God so as to want God to be glorified. He

did not want to know God, to worship Him, to pour out his life for Him. 
- That did not enter his mind a matter of any consequence.

- He said his prayers, went to worship, even did a bit of fasting and asked
God for deliverance as we have seen. He was better than most. 

2. This is very common in every age. There multitudes in the church who are like
Saul.  There are  actually  false  gospels  that  are  common today.  Here  are  three
examples. 
a. There is the therapy gospel. 

- It  plays into the modern notion that we are all  victims who have been
abused and mistreated and need to be healed. 
- We are broken and wounded and we are taught that Jesus is a friend

who will love us and see our value when nobody else will. 
b. There is the prosperity gospel. 

- It  teaches  people  to  look  to  God  for  personal  success—riches,
achievement, prosperity. But it is not concerned that we are sinners who
need to be saved.

c. There is the fire-insurance gospel. 
- It actually teaches that we are sinners and need forgiveness. But it does not

also teach that we are sinners who need to be transformed. 
- It asks if you know if you will go to heaven when you die, and if you don’t

know, it tells you to ask look to Jesus for forgiveness, and that if you call
on His name, you will be forgiven. 
- It does not teach you that you also need to look to Him to deliver you

from your sinful life and to transform your sinful heart so that you can
walk with God in loving service and obedience. 

3. Note well that there is nothing wrong with praying for healing, prosperity, and
certainly not forgiveness. 
a. God often uses our awareness of Him as the one who can deliver us from

these  things  to  awaken  us  to  our  need  to  be  delivered  from our  sin  and
rebellion  that we might be reconciled to Him. 

b. Do you remember how we saw that with Hannah in chapter 1-2? 
- She was deeply distressed because she was barren, and her husband had

married another wife who had lots of children and ridiculed Hannah. 
- Hannah turned to the Lord about this, pleading for a child, but when

she turned to God,  she began to see who He was and her concern
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shifted from distress about barrenness to a yearning to see God deliver
her and her people from their sin and rebellion! 

c. Likewise,  in Psalm 119, we sang about  how God uses affliction to get us
seeking Him with the result that we turn to Him to deliver us from our sin that
we might walk with Him in love. 

C. But there comes a time when those who seek deliverance from everything except sin
will find that God no longer regards their prayers. 
1. For some, it will be His rejection that will awaken them and turn them to God for

the salvation that they really need. 
- But for others, it will harden them. 
- They will conclude that God is not much of a Saviour because they tried Him

to get the prosperity or the healing and it didn’t work. 

2. Some will not discover that God has rejected them until they die and stand before
Him in judgment. 
- Jesus spoke these awful words to warn those who were in danger of that:

- Matthew 7:21-23: “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter
the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22

Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in
Your name,  cast  out  demons in Your name, and done many wonders in
Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart
from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ ”

- What a terrible awakening it will be. 
- I was personally on that road, but when I was twenty years old, God had

mercy on me and brought me to seek not merely deliverance from hell, but
deliverance from sin that I might know God and live for Him. 

3. In our text, Saul finds (what he should have already known) that God did not
regard his prayers anymore. 
- He had answered him and delivered him many times, as He often does, when

sinners come to Him for deliverance from this or that. 
- He graciously does this that they might know that He can deliver and that

they might turn to Him for the deliverance they need most of all.
- For Saul, that time had come—when God did not answer him.

- Look at all of verse 6. It tells us that in this terrible crisis with the invading
Philistines, “when Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD did not answer him,
either by dreams or by Urim or by the prophets.”

- Saul’s testimony about this in verse 15 is very sad. He said: “I am deeply
distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and God has departed
from me  and does  not  answer  me  anymore,  neither  by  prophets  nor  by
dreams. Therefore I have called you, that you may reveal to me what I should
do.”

- This was a tremendous opportunity for Saul to repent and turn to God to have
mercy on his soul. But he does not. 

III. Saul sinks lower than ever.
A. Instead of repenting, he knocks on the gates of hell to find help!
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- Verse 7 says: Then Saul said to his servants, “Find me a woman who is a medium,
that I may go to her and inquire of her.”

1. He turns to a witch—technically, it says something like “A woman who serves the
lady of the dead-spirits.”  
- The  lady  was  the  sun  goddess  who  was  said  to  rule  the  spirits  of  the

netherworld who had departed from this world. 
- Saul wanted a woman who served this lady and was alleged to be able to

call up the dead. A necromancer. 
- Notice that the servants already know right where such a woman can be

found—so off Saul goes into the night, disguised so as not be seen. 

2. This shows all the more his utilitarian ways. 
- He knew that what he was doing was terribly wrong. Verse 3 tells us that Saul

had banned these practices, and rightly so.
- He does not really care about what the LORD wants. He just wants help in his

crisis. If God won’t answer him, he will go to a witch. 
3. He gets a messenger and a message that appears to be Samuel whom he asked for.

- You can see that in verse 11-12. 
a. There is endless debate among godly men about whether this was actually

Samuel brought up from the dead or a messenger of Satan pretending to be
Samuel. 
- It is the understanding of most godly men that seances do not actually

bring  up  the  dead,  but  do  (expect  when  they  are  frauds)  bring  forth
demons who pretend to be the dead. God strictly forbids any dabbling in
these things. 

- The text nudges me to say that in this case, Samuel was brought forth,
much as Moses and Elijah were at the transfiguration, but if that is so, it
was not the woman that did it, but it was the LORD who raised him up.

- The fact that most of the early church fathers as well as the reformers
thought it was a demon that pretended to be Samuel compels me to be
cautious. They were very concerned about fostering the notion that the
dead could be called back by such arts and that God would allow Samuel
to be disturbed. 

b. Whatever that may be, Saul gets a message from this Samuel figure. 
- Many true statements are made here—that God has departed from Saul

and given the kingdom to David. 
- That this is because of Saul’s disobedience in not utterly wiping out the

wicked Amalekites, as Samuel told Saul at the time. 
- And Saul receives the prophecy that he and his sons are going to die in

this battle with the Philistines and that Israel will be defeated. 
B. Saul is greatly distressed at hearing this news—almost to the point of death—but he

still does not repent! Apparently, his heart is too hard. 
1. He has had so many opportunities. God has been so gracious to him. 

- First, there was the very fact that he was an Israelite and had the testimony
that God gave to Israel that He was the one who saves—calling His people to
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look to Him to renewed by His divine power and given a new heart to love
Him, and to be pardoned by the shedding of blood—the outpouring of the soul
(the blood) of the Son He promised and represented in all the sacrifices… 
- Every Israelite should have looked to God for this salvation. Saul did not.

2. Saul had also been called and anointed to be Israel’s king, had seen divine signs to
confirm that, had been filled with the Spirit with gifts to be king, and had been
directly addressed and called to repentance…
- Yes, Samuel had shown him his sin—for offering a sacrifice when he had

been told to wait (bringing about the cutting off of his dynasty), with failure to
wipe out the Amalekites when he was supposed to act for God (when he was
told he was rejected as king).  His own son Jonathan had rebuked him for
unjustly pursuing David, and twice Saul had been exposed by David sparing
him, after which Saul himself had confessed that he had sinned. 
- Yet in all of these times, Saul never repented and turned to God for the

salvation of God that alone could transform him and secure his pardon. 
- He wanted  deliverance  and forgiveness  from immediate  circumstances,

but he had not interest in being reconciled to God. 

3. He ends up having a last supper before his death with the witch—
- She kills the fatted calf and prepares a feast fit for a king—no doubt looking

for a reward and wanting to be sure Saul does not turn against her. 
- This feast was a harbinger that he has his fellowship with the heirs of hell. He

is in league with the kingdom of darkness and the foul spirits of hell. 
- Like Judas, he goes out and it was night! 

C. What a gracious Saviour Saul has spurned!
1. At any point, he might have turned to him for the salvation of his soul. 

- So with any of you who have not done so. 
- He is a God who graciously cleanses and renews in new life, fully pardoning

all who ask to be saved. 
- He promises to make us, ruined sinners that we are, His own people if we will

but come to Him for salvation and life.  
- He will give you a heart for Him! 
- Don’t you want that? Have you asked for it? 

2. David had done that. 
- Next time, we will see how God marvellously rescues him even though he

does not, in this particular situation, seek deliverance. 
- The fact that he had already come to God for mercy and already put his

soul in the care of God for salvation was enough. 
- Having done that, God would certainly save him. 

- We look at this more next time. 
3. But for today, see that we have even fuller revelation of God’s mercy and saving

work than Saul and David did. 
- Now God’s salvation has been fully revealed in Christ by His coming. 
- He has promised the Holy Spirit to give us new life and has shed His blood—

poured out His soul on the cross—to procure our salvation. 
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- Whoever calls on His name shall be saved. 
- Turn to Him for the life that He promises so you will not end up like Saul. 

- Don’t you want to be reconciled to God, to love Him and live by His
grace forever?
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