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@ PASSING THE TORCH AT LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST CHURCH
When 1958 arrived I was 16 & not prepared for the changes that
were about to impose themselves upon me. (Change is often that way.
Like Hide & Seek, “Here I come, ready or not”). 12 days later a head-on
collision: Mom, dead at the scene along with 2 others. Dad, in a coma
for 7 week & in the hospital for a year! I’m home alone. No one to cook,

wash or buy clothes & no income! I know something about changes
when you are not prepared

ThlS message is about transitions, passing the torch. “From

Teneration to general conveys the message of change thmgs are
movmg, not sntmg Stlll. “There arose up a new king . . . which knew not

Joseph,” (Ex ) is a loud message to all of us. We (3 all merely
pﬂgnms here Just passing through. Like it or not, things are changing.
You’re changing & things around you will not stay as they are. Try on
your wedding gown. Trust me; in a few years most of your hlgh school
classmates will barely recognize you. Till Jesus comes & rime shall be
» more things will continue to change. A few will be ready, too many
will not.
Many Serlptures warn us to prepare “Go to the ant

wise,” Pr. 6:6-8
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Come Wlth me to * 23 :
Israel’s most powerful leader for 40 years. He led them out of bondage
& gave them God’s Law, but his time was drawing to a close. This text
addresses that reality & reveals the heart of this great man of God. *

” This passage is strutted with great truths but I will center your
attention on two striking parallels between Israel’s situation & yours.
I. The 1° parallel: THEY WERE FACING A GENUINE,
@ INESCAPABLE NEED JUST AS YOU ARE. 15-17.
A.Moses had clear vision & a grasp of the situation. He saw

that:
1. Nobody is invincible! He faced his own mortahty He was
stﬂl viable, but he’ d soon be leavmg them. “Moses was an
117} ”“’2‘“ j’” weniy vears "/ when he ”‘s" 1S eve was
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Ignoring your mortality is bad for (1) you & (2) for
those you lead. It says you are not delegating
effectively & you’re not training efficiently.

w It also says you’re operating selfishly & in pride.

2. Nobody is indispensable! This was God’s work; it could
go on without Moses. Preacher, husband, friends, keep
that in mind.

. Nobody is irreplaceable! Even Moses could be replaced.

g

» They needed someone to “go i

@.4

example, someone to show the way. Words &
deeds.

n They needed someone to “/ead them 7 of the
wilderness. Leadership. They were stﬂl wanderers
Wlthout a home. They needed someone to “Hring
them in,” a leader who could get them into the

Promzsed Land
9 God Sald ’f’ff :ageg ” God

2:30 I cannot adequately explain to you
the value of God’s “man” over a congregation.
Church, with a godly leader you can conquer
anything; without one, you’re whipped.

o That’s the 1dea of Moses’ plea that the congregatlon
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you could see the confusion & vulnerability of a
flock of sheep without a shepherd. (& a church
without a pastor.)

Beloved, I - e ~ Lighthouse to see what Moses saw for Israel. The

same dynamlcs are at work right here.
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@ B. Moses knew that only God can provxde the rlght man.

1. Moses went to God. “& 1/
15. Pray
» Brothers & sisters, when you have needs go to God.
1%,

» Pray about the man God already has in place for
nghthouse & pray that he will stay humble & meek.
2. “Let the LORD” do it. Vs. 16.
y Moses knew he couldn t manufacture a faithful
pastor & neither can you. Only God is capable of
working in hearts & arranging providence to produce
a specific man for a specific need.
» Lighthouse, Israel had a genuine need & so do you.
The man who had led them for 40 years was about to
leave & so is Charles. Like Israel, if the right man
doesn’t step up & assume the relgns of leadershlp,
nghthouse B.C. will also be like having no

O

Yes! Thereis a strlkmg parallel between the inescapable need Israel
had & yours.

II. The 2" parallel: GOD HAD ALREADY PROVIDED FOR
THEIR NEED JUST AS HE HAS FOR YOURS 18-23
A.God had already pr0v1ded Joshua. “Take the<]
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n in whom is the spirit
1. Joshua is one of the great heroes of the Bible. A godly
man of vision, faith, mtegrlty, mltlatlve courage &

decisive leadershlp

2 A conqueror God’s man Wh() led them mto the Promzsed
Land.
(o) B- Nobody need be i insecure. God can rise up & sustam men to
meet specnﬁc needs. he wi e: ( 2

o i.’r Aﬁ."-l‘ ‘.\,i" _' .‘J.»"v;u, wie L/A. «L"*; &g QJ S a% 3 2 &
4 b



1. The things that are impossible for men are easy with God.
Mortals can never manufacture men of God. When they
try, the results are hirelings & followers of men, not men
of God.

2. But God can meet the needs of those who trust Him. That
includes the needs of churches. God has already selected
& qualified Justin Curtis to meet the need of Lighthouse

for a future pastor. Hopefully, you will work together, but
God has done His part. Ahead of time!

@ C)C God mstructed Moses to put “some of thine honor upon

Liliée

1. “Thine honor” is the good in your life. Elijah’s mantle.
Every one of us can be hke Peter. HlS mindset is obv10us
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2 God was saying to Moses, Mentor him. Don’t be selfish &
afraid your successor will look better than you. Seek the
welfare of the work of God above your own subjective
interests. Moses didn’t choose his sons & family; he chose
the man whom God raised up.

3. Moses d1d mentor J oshua He deliberately ordained him
id his hands « ) & placed his blessing upon him
(Q ve him a charg /) ( 5). He did it publicly, in the sight of
all the congregatlon (22).
+. I know Charles Dill has been investing himself in the life
of Justin Curtis. He has given to Justin the good that God
has given to him over the years. He wants Justin to carry
on when he can’t. He wants Justin to take Lighthouse to
the Promised Land of growth & spiritual prosperity.
Cé, 1. I WILL CLOSE THIS CHALLENGE WITH TWO
CAUTIONS.
A. Caution 1: Even in the Promised Land there are big enemies.
1. Jericho with its walls, Ai with its cliffs, Hebron with her

giants, Hazor with her iron chariots. HUGE obstacles.
*Num. 13:28, 33
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2. Church, life is always full of obstacles & enemies: money, _., ..,
diseases, injuries, ageing, addictions, lusts, fears, anger, +. pqo/75
1 : . Y
God has not promised a trouble-free life. Success is not 75108 srtvss”
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freedom from trouble; its victory over ever enemy. “This &, we
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5. Will it be easy? No! Will there be victory? Yes! God says,
There will be enemies in your way, but trust me & nobody
| will be able to stand against you.
o\)B. Caution 2: Your attitude & approach toward God will
always determine whether you win or lose.
.. God has made lots of very lofty promises. They are
specific to Israel, but they have universal application to all
who do things His way. *Joshua 1:1-6,
2 Israel’s success or failure never depended on God, &
neither does yours. He is always the same, & He always
seeks the welfare of His people. Whether or not we win or
lose depends upon us & how we walk before God. As long
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as we do things His way,
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s. Lighthouse, do what He says about your attitudes, money,
time, spirit & your pastor. Work as one, in harmony. Obey
His Word. Don’t knit-pick, gossip & insist on your way.
Learn how to yield, give & be humble. Let your life be
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guided by the Word of God & yours be the spirit of Christ.




+« But, you must do it His way. Fault-finding, bickering,

selfishness, personal agendas, intolerance & the absence

of a godly approach will make you fodder before your

enemies & kill this church. God basically says, “I'l] give
. You great success, but you will have to do things my way.
@ Lost friend, you too will die & life will go right on without you. If
you die without Christ, you are doomed forever. If you come to Christ
while you live, you will be saved forever. Your attitude & approach
toward Jesus Christ will determine Where you spend eternity. I’'m asking
you to let Him be your Savior today. * 1




