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The Wisdom Train 
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Since the day we came to know Jesus as our Lord and Savior, there is a calling from the Lord to 

follow Him.  As Christians we are called to follow Christ.   We are called to take up our cross and 

follow Him.   We are called to walk in the steps of our Lord. 

1Peter 2:21      For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you 

an example, so that you might follow in his steps.   

Colossians 4:5   Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. 

Ephesians 5:15    Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 

Wisdom is the subject of our text in James chapter 3:17.   It’s called the “wisdom from above”.   This 

Wisdom from above only comes from the Lord.   In James 1:5 we read, “If any of you lacks 

wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be 

given him.”      It’s a precious gift from heaven. As James has said, “every good gift and every 

perfect gift is from above…” 

We know true wisdom; heavenly wisdom is from God.  So, what does it look like?   How does it 

work?  What is the fruit or byproduct of this “wisdom from above”? 

There are four main points for us to consider: 

1. How does wisdom operate?   or   “Its Power”. 

2. What does it look like?   Or     “Its Properties”. 

3. What is its mission?     Or  “its Purpose” 

4. What is its final outcome?   Or  “its Product” 

To help us get an idea of what we’re looking at, and for the purpose of this message, let’s think of a 

train. A train with the locomotive, boxcars, passenger cars, and a caboose.  So, let’s get onboard!     

I don’t want anyone to fall off the train. 

I. How Wisdom Operates -   It’s Power.     It is Pure. 

This is the locomotive.  The engine that pulls the train.  The word we have in v.17 “But the wisdom 

from above is first pure….”     FIRST PURE.   Before we go any further, the first and foremost point 

is this wisdom from above is PURE.  It’s the overarching quality with the other descriptions falling 

under it.  This train is called Wisdom, and it is pulled by a powerful locomotive called “Purity”.    This 

wisdom from above is untainted by sin.   It is unmixed with human wisdom.  It’s not the invention of 

mankind.  The Bible which is the ONLY Book of Wisdom.  It’s not the creation of fantasy fiction 

writers.  It is PURELY the Word of God, unmixed with human error in the original manuscript.  The 

Word of God in all its purity points to a PURE Son of God.   He was and is without sin.  Never did 
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Jesus commit a sin.  He is the pure Son of the Living God.  His blood purchased our redemption.  His 

blood is the precious blood of a Lamb without spot and without blemish. 

This locomotive we call Purity is out front pulling the other boxcars……and it’s loud with its horn and 

whistle.   There’s a bright light on the front of this Powerful engine.   Purity traveled to a loud place 

called Bethlehem…. lots of people there because of a census. Jesus traveled from village to village, 

and it was loud…with people screaming for help.  There were the cries of demons coming out of the 

demon possessed.  There were the sick, the lame, the blind crying out for help.  Jesus came in purity 

dispelling the demons; dispelling the darkness with his Great Light.   

This is the Wisdom from Above… it is first Pure.   Powerfully Pure.   Perfectly Pure.   His love is Pure. 

His grace is pure.     Unmixed with human philosophy.  Untainted by sin.    In Christ we come to 

know true wisdom, and we come to experience the purity of the Life of Christ. 

1John 3:3   And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 

This is what we are to do as Believers in the Lord Jesus.   Every day we must seek to draw close to 

the Lord.    James will say this in chapter 4, verse 8. 

James 4:8    Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, 

and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

Let’s look closer now to what follows Purity.  We will come now to the boxcars. 

II. What does this Wisdom Train look like?      What are its properties?    There are 6 

boxcars. 

(1) Peaceable -   lit. “peaceful” (peace-loving)  -  

This does not mean you “walk” away from conflict and ignore it.   

The story was told of a man and his wife key to happiness after being married for 50 years. Upon 

being asked for the reason…the man said it’s because when he and his wife first got married, they 

agreed upon something.  If she was upset and bothered about something, she would speak up and 

get it off her chest.    If he was bothered, he would go outside and take a long walk.  He said, you 

know I suppose you could say the reason for our happy marriage is that for the most part I have 

largely led an outdoor life. 

It’s impossible to turn on the news these days without seeing disturbances, rioting, fighting, and full-

blown warfare going on.  As a Christian we are in a warfare.  It’s spiritual warfare.  Our weapons are 

not carnal, fleshly armaments.  We preach the Gospel of peace.   We are not to be at war with our 

fellow brothers and sisters.  Our issue is with the demonic, sin-cursed world.      Peaceful doesn’t 

mean we come to the place to lay down our biblical values, our godly convictions, the truths of God’s 

Word and be silent and refuse to have an engaging conversation with sinners.   It does not mean we 

become a compromiser and accommodate to a wicked world. 

(2) Gentle –     Here’s a 2nd boxcar full of good things to help us get down the tracks and be 

WISE SERVANTS for our Lord. 
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Gentle, or considerate, this is a person who is “willing to yield”.    

• The word suggests a noble, patient, and fair disposition, rather than one focused on asserting 

one’s own rights. 

• It speaks of having a delightful and gracious way of being fair and reasonable. 

1Cor. 10:1   “I, Paul, myself entreat you, by the meekness and gentleness of Christ.” 

Titus 3:2  “to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy 

toward all people. 

1Timothy 3:3  reminds us that “gentle” is the required trait for one aspiring the office of overseer. 

not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money 

 

(3) Open to reason –  we come to this one which the KJ calls  “easy to be entreated”    NAS  

“reasonable”;    It means  “submissive”  or  “compliant” 

This is the Christian who is easily persuaded, not in the sense they are weak and gullible, but are 

willing to waive their position, or defer their own views to others when it is not an ethical, moral, or 

biblical principle involved. 

The word “open to reason” gives a description of one whose disposition readily listens,  is open to 

reason, and willing to cooperate with what is true and righteous. 

One example of this is Moses.  He was “open to reason”.   He was “easy to be entreated”.   Moses 

had a lot of responsibilities on his plate. He was making decisions, and settling disputes among all the 

Israelites. It was wearing him out.  His father-in-law Jethro made a recommendation for him to select 

some capable men to take on some of these matters.   Moses was “open to reason”.  He agreed and 

the results were a more productive Moses.  A less weary and burdensome Moses.  The decision was 

good for everyone. 

This is the good part of Wisdom from Above.  It will gladly respond to making changes that are 

reasonable without compromising godly standards. 

(4) Full of mercy and good fruits - This is compassion in action.  It’s love that respond to 

someone in need.  Someone who’s hurting.   It embraces a hurting neighbor and takes 

measures to find solutions.   

A biblical example is the story of the Good Samaritan.  He was willing to help anyone in need. The 

Samaritans and the Jews traditionally had no dealings with each other.  The hostility between 

them existed in their history for many years.   The Good Samaritan saw a wounded traaveler on 

the Jericho Road. A man had been beaten up, robbed of his money, and left for dead.   The 

religious priest and the religious Levite had no time to show concern for the poor man.   They 

were religious teachers who only spoke of mercy, they never really were serious about being 

merciful.     The Good Samaritan took time. He took time to bind up the wounds of this fellow 

traveler.  Place him on his own beast and transported him to an inn to get rest and recuperate.    
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Mercy relates to good fruits.    Mercy is not something we learn about and think about.  It’s not a 

word we only do a Bible search to determine all the way it is used.  No, it’s an action word.   Good 

fruit follows the Believer who is full of mercy. 

Wisdom from above reaches down to help hurting people regardless of their skin color.  

Regardless of their status in life.   That’s the way of Jesus who came to seek and to save that 

which was lost.  He is the Savior of the world.   His mercy is everlasting.  His mercy is given to all 

people in every nation.    His compassion was not in words only, it was manifested in good fruits. 

Jesus said -  Luke 6:36  “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.” 

This is the great need today!     Mercy, compassion…and we have received great mercy.  Since 

we have received great mercy, we must show a life full of mercy….and see it demonstrated in 

good fruits.  

Ephesians 2:4-5    4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved 

us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace 

you have been saved— 

 

(5) Impartial – 

This is a challenging word for Bible scholars to agree on.   Some bible versions use the word  

• “without doubting”   (Legacy) 

• “unwavering”     (CSB) 

• “shows no favoritism”   (NLT) 

• “without partiality”   (NKJV) 

The word is defined to mean “unwavering” or “consistency”.    Its impartial toward others.  There 

is this consistency of staying with the truth.   A person who is impartial is not vacillating in their 

walk with Christ.   One day they are loving God, loving people and demonstrating an unwavering 

commitment to the Lord.  Another day, they are acting like the unsaved world.  It’s as if their 

Christianity evaporated and fizzled out.    

The Wisdom from Above produces an unwavering, undivided allegiance to Christ.  We are not 

always where we should be in our walk with the Lord.   As we grow in God’s Wisdom, we become 

more consistent, firmer and more stable in our devotion to God. 

WE continue on to the next boxcar….the final one is “sincere”. 

(6) Sincere - without show, without pretense, without hypocrisy.   It is genuine.   The real thing. 

This is the property of “wisdom from above”.   It has no hypocrisy.   It’s not playing games and 

putting on a front.  It’s genuine.   Jesus spent much of his teaching warning his disciples about 

hypocrisy.    This is what the Pharisees were guilty of having. 

Luke 12:1…….. “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 
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Not only were the Pharisees hypocrites, so also was their teaching full of hypocrisy.    Whenever we 

discover that we are “faking it” as a child of God, then we need to pray and ask the Lord to help us 

to get rid of all the fakeness, all the counterfeit and hypocrisy in our life. 

1Peter 2:1-3    So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 2 Like 

newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation— 3 if 

indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

Enough time given to boxcars, let’s go to the Passenger Car.   

III. What is the mission of this Wisdom Train?     Or  “its Purpose”       v.18 

Peacemakers produce, in the atmosphere of peace they create,  peace among the people they deal 

with.1 

It’s all about a harvest of righteousness.    A harvest of sinners who have been made righteous in 

Jesus Christ.   

Jesus came on a mission to seek and to save that which was lost.  Paul tells us in 2Cor. 5:21… 

2Corinthians 5:21    For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 

To go to heaven requires “righteousness”.    Without Jesus and his sacrificial death on Calvary we 

have no righteousness.    In Romans 3:10     as it is written: “ None is righteous, no, not one; 

Jesus came to rescue morally and spiritually bankrupt sinners.  In Christ we are declared righteous. 

Romans 5:18-21 

18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to 

justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made 

sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous. 20 Now the law came in to 

increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin 

reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

 

I love that….  “Righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”     Jesus 

came on the great mission to harvest souls….  The great Wisdom train came all the way from glory 

on a rescue mission.    It came down the tracks of history, blowing the whistle of grace, making noise 

through all the prophets.   It came to Egypt and brought a train load out of Egyptian bondage. Some 

commentaries estimated possibly 2 million Hebrews came out of Egypt. 

Wisdom Train made its way through the wilderness.  It made tracks around the walls of Jericho and 

Rahab and her family were delivered from the terrible judgment on the city.  Wisdom Train loaded  

 
1Pg. 174,  James (revised edition)  Douglas J. Moo 
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with mercy and good fruits came to a stop at Zarephath.  Elijah, the prophet got off board and 

planted some gospel seed.  There was a hungry widow woman in great desperation who in faith gave 

her last meal to the Prophet and she discovered the good grace of God.    This widow woman said to 

Elijah, “I’m making my last meal for me and my son, and then we’ll die of hunger.” 

1Kings 17:13-16 

 13 And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said. But first make me a little cake of 

it and bring it to me and afterward make something for yourself and your son. 14 For thus says 

the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not be spent, and the jug of oil shall not be empty, 

until the day that the Lord sends rain upon the earth.’” 15 And she went and did as Elijah said. And 

she and he and her household ate for many days. 16 The jar of flour was not spent, neither did the 

jug of oil become empty, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah. 

The Wisdom Train continued on making its way in the days of Daniel, the days of Jeremiah, the days 

of Isaiah.     In the New Testament Wisdom came to the Woman at the Well.  She heard about living 

water from our Lord.    

John 4:13-15 

13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of 

the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in 

him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, 

so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 

Jesus exposed her life, her heart, her sin…...   No one is allowed to get on aboard unless they repent 

of sin.  She gets on board….and she goes into the city to find others….She declares to everyone, 

“come see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?”  (John 4:29)  Because of 

her witness others get on board. 

The Wisdom Train made its way to a sycamore tree and Zaccheus got on board.   Jesus said,  “today, 

salvation has come to his house…”    The whistle blew through the gospels.   Matthew, Mark, Luke 

and John.    The Light of this Gospel train shined brightly in the early church as recorded in Acts.   It 

came to Saul of Tarsus….He was blinded by the light for 3 days…. He got on board…. This wisdom 

train is full of passengers….some are Jews….some are Gentiles…but all are children of  God.  

The train stops to pick up passengers along the way…..   Passengers on the train get off now and 

then to sow gospel seed.  Pick up more passengers.     The whistle keeps blowing… the locomotive is 

unstoppable….it reaches the dark places…the hard places….the unreached places….wherever people 

are found….the gospel goes forth. 

On the tracks you see this PASSENGER CAR with a name attached…. It’s called  “a harvest of 

righteousness”.    One day you got on board, right?    There was a day it came to where I was…it 

blew the Holy Ghost whistle into my soul!     “All Aboard!”     I pray everyone here has climb 

aboard….one day it will be forever gone…..the opportunity will be no more…. 
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Hebrews 3:15     Today, if you hear his voice, 

do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” 

Isaiah 55:6    “Seek the Lord while he may be found; 

           call upon him while he is near; 

 

IV. What is Wisdom Train’s outcome?     It’s Product.     V.18  “peace” 

v.18   And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. 

KJV    18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace. 

John 14:27     Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to 

you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 

We come to the final car of this Wisdom Train.  The Caboose.    As it passes you can see a sign on 

the caboose which reads   “peace”.     This is the outcome of Wisdom From Above. 

Jesus is the Prince of Peace.   The world has no knowledge of how to experience peace.  There’s no 

lasting peace with peace treaties among nations.   Words of men cannot create peace.  You can 

smoke peace pipes, sign peace treaties, give handshakes, give smiles, winks and hugs.   Unless Jesus 

who is our peace resides in the heart, there’s no lasting peace.  

Romans 5:1   Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

As a Believer we are to PURSUE PEACE.   NOT  PEACE at any cost.   WE don’t give up Bible Teaching. 

We don’t give up moral convictions, godly standards just to keep the peace.   Compromising the 

Truth never keeps the peace.    

But as much as possible the Bible tells us… 

Romans 12:18   If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 

A sign that you are truly a child of God, you will seek to make your circle of influence a circle of 

peace. You will not be a rabble rouser.   I don’t know if I have ever used that term before.   A Rabble 

Rouser…a person who creates controversy, stirs up people for no good reason.  An agitator.   No 

church would want a rabble rouser stirring up trouble.   I tell you this…we won’t stand for it 

here…right?     

Jesus said,    Matthew 5:9    Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

The Caboose has an elevated roof so crew members can see out front the entire length of the train. 

They can see how things are going.   They can see if there’s some commotion in the passenger car.    

They can see if attention is needed to keep things peaceful. 

Romans 14:19  So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding. 
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The opposite of peace is war.   That’s the subject in the next verses in chapter 4.  Lord willing, we’ll 

look there next time. 

One of these days….Wisdom Train….the Lord Jesus our conductor, Our Captain will bring the train all 

the way to its destination…. Grand Central Station in the beautiful Heavenly City of God. 

What a day of rejoicing….a day of shouting…a day of great joy and hallelujahs that will be! 

Are you ready?       If so, are you pursuing peace?    Are you spreading gospel seed…. Are you 

helping to bring in a harvest of righteousness? 

There are more passengers to pick up.      

Let’s pray and work together for others to come to know the Lord Jesus as Savior and Lord. 

Jesus died on the cross-purchasing redemption for sinners who repent and place faith in Christ. 

The ticket has been paid for you to get you onboard.  The Wisdom from Above is coming down the 

tracks.    What will you do?     

 


