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Psalm 120 — “Homesick While Living in a Hostile World!”
If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was made for another world  

(CS Lewis). 

Psalm 120 shows the homesickness of those who have settled among the strangers and enemies of the gospel. You begin in a distant land — 
not only journeying to Zion of old, but believers journeying to Zion up above!  (Derek Kidner) 

Hebrews 11:13-16— 
All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, 
and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. For those who say such things make it clear that 
they are seeking a country of their own. And indeed if they had been thinking of that country from which they went out, 
they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God 
is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them. 

   The Psalms of Ascent: 
• The collection of Psalms 120-134 [The psalms of ascent because you ascend/go up toward Jerusalem in elevation] provided the 

hymnbook (the traveling “Playlist”) for ancient Israelites to sing and meditate and ponder and remember God 
and His truths as they journey to Jerusalem (Zion). They’d pack & leave home, journey to Zion/to Jerusalem/to 
the Temple with the throng of Pilgrims to worship Yhwh together! 

• A hymnbook (Ps 120-134) within the Hymnbook. A mini playlist within the Psalter! 
• Fascinatingly, historically & archaeologically:  There exists today, on the southern part of Jerusalem’s old city walls (and the 

Temple Mount complex) a 200-foot wide flight of stairs that represents the original and some restored steps that led Jewish 
pilgrims up into the Temple courts 2,000 years ago to Herod’s Temple.  Archaeologists Benjamin Mazar and Leen Ritmeyer 
excavated for 10+ years in the 1960’s & 70’s and, amazingly & providentially, God has allowed them to excavate the original 
remains of the steps that pilgrims traveled on 2,000 years ago (and even older) to travel to the Temple to worship as God 
directed for the 3 feasts: “Three times in a year all your males shall appear before the LORD your God in the place which He 
chooses, at the Feast of Unleavened Bread [=Passover] and at the Feast of Weeks [=Pentecost] and at the Feast of Booths 
[=Tabernacles], and they shall not appear before the LORD empty-handed.” —Deuteronomy 16:16 

• Additionally, Jewish Tradition in the Mishnah links the collection of 15 songs with these 15 steps of the temple where the 
Levites were said to sing these songs of ascents.  However, It is more likely that the songs were sung in the three annual 
festival pilgrimage processions as the pilgrims traveled/pilgrimaged/ascended to Jerusalem. It was like their traveling 
Hymnbook or Traveling Playlist.           



Geoffrey R. Kirkland                                            CFBC Exposition of Psalms & Prayer Meeting                              Wednesday, October 15, 2025 

Psalm 120 — “Homesick While Living in a Hostile World!”
THESIS — WHILE homesick for heaven - in this hostile world — what must you remember??   4 personal 
phrases to ponder… 

I. MY PAST! (v.1) 

II. MY PRESENT!  (v.2) 

III. MY PERSPECTIVE! (v.3-4) 

IV. MY PILGRIMAGE!  (v.5-7) 

• Why are we aliens and strangers here?  
✤ we have been Re-Created for a new world. 
✤ we have a new Master & Lord. 
✤ we have new affections, longings, delights and cravings. 
✤ we know that loving & living for this world leads to eternal damnation.
✤ we grow more in Christ & long more for heaven with Him — we’re homesick! 
✤ we see our world growing darker; our hearts grow brighter for Christ.
✤ we love the things the world hates. we hate that which the world loves.
✤ we cherish Christ the Savior whom the world rejects, despises & crucifies & abhors.

• We are out of place here. We have a new Kingdom, a New King, a New Lord, a New Allegiance, A new 
Family, a New Love, a New Guidebook, a New Heart! 
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Psalm 120 — “Homesick While Living in a Hostile World!”

A few take-aways: 
1. Let us LOOK to Our Christ! 
2. Let us LOVE our Christian Fellowship!  
3. Let us LABOR on as Wayfaring Strangers! 

The life of an elect alien maybe lonely, but it is not barren. When we are not friends with the culture, 
“the World” in the Johannine vocabulary, then we are friends with God. The very essence of that 
friendship with God is the union we have with Christ through the person and ministry of the Holy Spirit. It 
is he who draws us to Christ, who writes the Word on our hearts, who teaches us the Word, who 
transforms our mind, who sanctifies our hearts, who communicates to us God’s abounding graces. 

 But evidently Jesus is not, in some sense, finished bleeding. Paul says that in our Christian suffering, we 
“fill up Christ’s afflictions” (Col 1:24). Because of our identity with Christ, the world does to us what it can 
no longer do to Jesus. There is no reason here or anywhere in Scripture to think that Peter and Paul were 
teaching that Christ’s work remains unfinished. Rather, Peter is speaking of our identification with Christ. 
The alienation which Christ experienced is extended to and in us. In Christ’s suffering is our sanctity and 
Christian suffering becomes, as it were, a sort of seal of that identity with Christ. 

Look to Christ and be assured of God’s undeserved saving good favor toward you. Rest in the Father’s 
perfect, unconditional election and his perfect providence, in Christ, and obey his will by the power of the 
Holy Spirit who indwells you and unites you, through faith alone, to the ascended Christ. 

   — R. Scott Clark  

PRAYER REQUESTS of CFBC MISSIONARIES 
1. Mike Heissler, Hungary.  Immediate needs for ministry: (1) training men officially,  (2) Translation 

work must be done in many areas. (3) And pastoral ministry is needed. 
2. Sean Ransom, Philippines.  Please pray for wisdom from above as we work on the planning of the 

ongoing training in Pakistan and the management and Shepherding of of Pastor Hanook's church 
while he studies here in Manila.  

3. Liam Kim, Myanmar.  Please pray for enough funds to finish up the Apartment building to house 
seminary families. Goal:12 Seminary apartments in one building. Funds for 3 apartments have been 
provided and are still in need of 9 more apartments. Each apartment costs $6,000.  

4. Ratan Konala, India.  Please pray that God would help me to PRESS ON as I lead my family and 
serve in the ministry. It is important to PRESS ON as there are many prayer requests for church 
needs, family needs, that we are seeking God to fulfill and provide those needs. 

5. Dorothy Callier, St Louis.  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Col%201%3A24/
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Psalm 120 — “Homesick While Living in a Hostile World!”
WHAT’ER MY GOD ORDAINS IS RIGHT 

HOW SWEET AND AWEFUL IS THE PLACE 

      PSALM 120 PSALTER [tune: Amazing Grace/Am I a Soldier of the Cross/How Sweet & Aweful] 

Whate'er my God ordains is right 
His holy will abideth 
I will be still whate'er He does 
And follow where He guideth 
He is my God though dark my road 
He holds me that I shall not fall 
And so to Him, I leave it all 
And so to Him, I leave it all 

Whate'er my God ordains is right (yes, it is) 
He never will deceive me 
He leads me by the proper path 
I know He will not leave me 
I take, content, what He has sent 
His hand can turn my griefs away 
And patiently, I wait His day 
And patiently, I wait His day 

Whate'er my God ordains is right 
Though now this cup in drinking 
May bitter seem to my faint heart 
I take it all, unshrinking 
My God is true, each morn anew 
Sweet comfort yet shall fill my heart 
And pain and sorrow shall depart 
And pain and sorrow shall depart 

Whate'er my God ordains is right 
Here shall my stand be taken 
Though sorrow, need, or death be mine 
Yet I am not forsaken 
My Father's care is 'round me there 
He holds me that I shall not fall 
And so to Him, I leave it all 
And so to Him, I leave it all 

How sweet and aweful is the place  
With Christ within the doors  
While everlasting love displays  
The choicest of her stores 
 
While all our hearts and all our songs  
Join to admire the feast  
Each of us cry with thankful tongues  
“Lord, why was I a guest?” 
 
“Why was I made to hear Thy voice  
And enter while there’s room  
When thousands make a wretched choice  
And rather starve than come?” 

’Twas the same love that spread the feast  
That sweetly drew us in  
Else we had still refused to taste  
And perished in our sin 
 
Pity the nations, O our God  
Constrain the earth to come  
Send Thy victorious Word abroad  
And bring the strangers home 
 
We long to see Thy churches full  
That all the chosen race  
May with one voice and heart and soul  
Sing Thy redeeming grace 

I call the Lord in my distress  
and He does answer me.  
O save me, Lord, from lying lips  
and tongues that speak deceit. 

What will He do to you, O tongue,  
Deceitful as you be?  
He’ll punish you with arrows sharp  
and coals of the broom tree. 

O woe to me that I sojourn  
and dwell in Meshech’s land;  
I am a pilgrim living where  
the tents of Kedar stand. 

Too long I’ve lived where peace is scorned  
and hated and abhorred;  
I am for peace, but when I speak,  
they only are for war.


