Exodus 24:9-18
The Glory of God is a Consuming Fire

Pray

Holy and Glorious God,

Amen

Thank you for bringing us together again this morning

Focus our hearts and minds on your Word

Give us understanding of this incredible gift you have given us in Scripture

Use my imperfect mind and voice to share your Perfect Word and make its meaning clear
to us today.

We praise you God in all your glory that shines like a consuming fire. And we stand in
awe of your incomprehensible holiness, power, grace, and mercy.

Introduce the passage
Last week Pastor Brad introduced Exodus 24 and the ratification of God’s Covenant with
His people Israel.
We saw in the first half of the chapter how God taught His people the proper model of
worship, the necessity of a blood sacrifice to pay the debt of sin, and how the covenant is
a shadow of what is to come.
Today we will look at the second half of the chapter and see the culmination of this
climactic point.
Everything in Scripture has been building to this point. Since the fall of Adam and Eve,
we’ve seen God working through His sovereign will to bless his chosen people. By
ratifying this covenant, He is also fulfilling his promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
After this chapter, we see in chapters 25-30 God’s instructions for the construction of the
tabernacle and how He will be worshipped.
So this passage today is a climax in the narrative, and it points to the ultimate climax of
human history in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Let’s look at this passage together. Please stand as I read God’s Word



Exodus 24:9-18

Then Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, and they
saw the God of Israel; and under His feet there appeared to be a pavement of sapphire, as clear as
the sky itself. Yet He did not stretch out His hand against the nobles of the sons of Israel; and
they beheld God, and they ate and drank. Now Yahweh said to Moses, "Come up to Me on the
mountain and remain there, and I will give you the stone tablets with the law and the
commandment which I have written for their instruction." So Moses arose with Joshua his
attendant, and Moses went up to the mountain of God. But to the elders he said, "Remain here
for us until we return to you. And behold, Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a [legal]
matter, let him approach them." Then Moses went up to the mountain, and the cloud covered the
mountain. And the glory of Yahweh dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days;
and on the seventh day He called to Moses from the midst of the cloud. And the appearance of
the glory of Yahweh was like a consuming fire on the mountain top, in the eyes of the sons of
Israel. Then Moses entered the midst of the cloud as he went up to the mountain; and Moses was
on the mountain forty days and forty nights. (Exodus 24:9-18 LSB)

Verses Explanation

(Exodus 24:9 LSB)

Then Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, (Exodus
24:10 LSB) and they saw the God of Israel; and under His feet there appeared to be a pavement
of sapphire, as clear as the sky itself. (Exodus 24:11 LSB) Yet He did not stretch out His hand
against the nobles of the sons of Israel; and they beheld God, and they ate and drank.

e Verse 9 mirrors verse 1 and shows Moses and the leaders of Israel are being obedient to
God’s command. God has called these men to get in closer proximity than all the rest of
Israel, but they are still instructed that they will worship “at a distance.”

e [t is important to note that the Hebrew word for “saw” (raw-aw’) is not as much looking
with your eyes as beholding, regarding, or perceiving something. It’s the same word as
Genesis 1 when God “saw” creation was good.

e We know from Exodus 33:20 that no one can look at God and live, so that is probably
why the only description of what the elders saw was what was below God’s feet. We are
so lowly and unworthy, that even what God stands on is so magnificent that it is beyond
description.

e We also see the culmination of the worship of God by the elders as they eat and drink.

(Exodus 24:12 LSB)

Now Yahweh said to Moses, "Come up to Me on the mountain and remain there, and I will give
you the stone tablets with the law and the commandment which I have written for their
instruction.”



(Exodus 24:13 LSB)
So Moses arose with Joshua his attendant, and Moses went up to the mountain of God.
e This is mention of Joshua validates his upcoming role as the leader of the Israelites. It
also shows that Joshua does not participate in the evil that is about to take among the
people.

(Exodus 24:14 LSB)
But to the elders he said, "Remain here for us until we return to you. And behold, Aaron and Hur
are with you; whoever has a [legal] matter, let him approach them."

(Exodus 24:15 LSB)
Then Moses went up to the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. (Exodus 24:16 LSB)
And the glory of Yahweh dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days,; and on the
seventh day He called to Moses from the midst of the cloud.

e Note how God called Moses

e Moses responded in obedience

(Exodus 24:17 LSB)

And the appearance of the glory of Yahweh was like a consuming fire on the mountain top, in the
eyes of the sons of Israel. (Exodus 24:18 LSB) Then Moses entered the midst of the cloud as he
went up to the mountain, and Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights.

e [ want us to focus on this image of God’s glory and how terrifying it is to the sons of
Israel.

e Remember that these people have recently seen many miracles, have heard the
thundering voice of God, and have heard His Word preached to them.

e They have been sprinkled with the blood of the sacrifice and are in the best place
spiritually that they can be.

e However, when confronted with God’s glory, they see a fire that is dangerous, and
powerful, and terrifying.

e This is made obvious when we consider that within the next couple weeks the Israelites
will give up on Moses and melt down their earrings and make a golden idol.

e While Moses is literally in the presence of God getting the detailed instructions on how to
build a mobile temple to offer suitable worship to the God who has already rescued them
from 400 years of slavery and worked incredible miracles in their midst, they have turned
their backs and are busily working away at violating the first two commandments He had
just given them.

e They saw God’s glory, but it was not reassuring, it was terrifying.

e This image of God’s glory as a cloud on a mountain seems very foreign to us. We do not
see God in this way, however, today we have something even more amazing.



We see God’s glory in Christ (Hebrews 1:1-4)

e The book of Hebrews is very helpful in explaining how we are to understand God’s glory
as modern believers.

[Heb 1:1 LSB]
God, having spoken long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways,

[Heb 1:2 LSB]
in these last days spoke to us in [His] Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom
also He made the worlds,

[Heb 1:3 LSB]

who is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all
things by the word of His power, who, having accomplished cleansing for sins, sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high,

[Heb 1:4 LSB]
having become so much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than
they.

e We see in this passage that Christ is the radiance of God’s glory. He is the dox’-ah, “the
most glorious condition, the most exalted state” and the exact representation of the
Father’s nature. The glory of God is the glory of Christ.

e However, we could say, “that’s fine, but what does that have to do with me? Just because
God and Christ are full of glory, I am separated from them just like the Israelites at the
foot of Mount Sinai.

e Well don’t go melting down your earrings just yet, because the beauty of this glorious
book is that it explains itself!

e We will look at two passages to show how Christians experience the glory of God.



We have access to the Father through Christ

John 17:22-24
e Look at John 17:22-24. This is Jesus praying to God for his disciples is the passage
known as the High Priestly Prayer:

[John 17:22 LSB]"The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be
one, just as We are one; I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the
world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me. "Father, I desire
that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory
which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.

e The catechism we teach our boys has a question: Why did God make you and all things.
The answer is: For His own glory.

e This is evident in this passage that shows that Christ wants Christians to be with Him so
that we can behold His glory.

e This is the same purpose of the events of Exodus 24. God is creating this system of
sacrifice and worship, of laws and hierarchy, so that they can behold God’s glory.

e The next catechism question builds on the first: How can you glorify God. And the
answer is: by loving Him and doing what He commands.

e Having seen that Christ’s Glory is God’s Glory, and that Christ wants His chosen people
to experience His Glory by being in His presence forever. The next logical question is
how that can be possible. How does our situation compare to the Israelites in Exodus 24?

e Happily, the answer is beautifully laid out, once again, in Hebrews. The following
passage shows the author of the book of Hebrews comparing the events on Mount Sinai
to what believers can look forward to.

Hebrews 12:18-29

[Heb 12:18 LSB]

For you have not come to [a mountain] that can be touched and to a blazing fire, and to darkness
and gloom and whirlwind,

[Heb 12:19 LSB]
and to the blast of a trumpet and the sound of words which [was such that] those who heard
begged that no further word be spoken to them.

[Heb 12:20 LSB]
For they could not bear what was being commanded, "IF EVEN A BEAST TOUCHES THE
MOUNTAIN, IT WILL BE STONED."

[Heb 12:21 LSB]
And so terrible was what appeared, [that] Moses said, " AM FULL OF FEAR and trembling."

[Heb 12:22 LSB]



But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and
to myriads of angels,

[Heb 12:23 LSB]
to the festal gathering and assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the
Judge of all, and to the spirits of [the] righteous made perfect,

[Heb 12:24 LSB]
and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better
than [the blood] of Abel.

[Heb 12:25 LSB]

See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if those did not escape when they
refused him who warned [them] on earth, much less [will] we [escape] who turn away from Him
who [warns] from heaven.

[Heb 12:26 LSB]
And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has promised, saying, "YET ONCE MORE I
WILL SHAKE NOT ONLY THE EARTH, BUT ALSO THE HEAVEN."

[Heb 12:27 LSB]
Now this [expression], "Yet once more," indicates the removing of those things which can be
shaken, as of created things, so that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.

[Heb 12:28 LSB]
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by
which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe;

[Heb 12:29 LSB]
for OUR GOD IS A CONSUMING FIRE.

The Glory of God is a consuming fire to the unbeliever.

e To enjoy the glory of God, you must repent of your sins and believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ, the one who provided the perfect blood sacrifice to atone for our sins.

e Through Christ we no longer look on the consuming fire of God’s glory with dread, but
instead we have are blessed to look on God himself in joy and awe.

Pray to Close



