
1689 LBCF, Chapter 2 – God and the Holy Trinity 

Intro: 

In this chapter we find ourselves jumping into the deep end of the theological 
pool. Though significantly shorter in length than chapter 1 – only two paragraphs! 
–  chapter 2 in the LBCF is far more difficult to grasp, as we who are finite now 
behold and contemplate the infinite.1 

In our study of God2 we must recognize that we are walking on holy ground3 and 
must therefore be careful that we do not treat it lightly or irreverently.4 Like the 
ark of old, we must handle it with care.5 

And yet, to rightly fear God requires us to study God: 

• Proverbs 1:9 – “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools 
despise wisdom and instruction.” 
 

• Proverbs 9:10 – “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the 
knowledge of the Holy One is insight.” 

In fact, whenever God’s people begin to neglect serious, intentional, and 
disciplined study of theology, they begin to spiritually backslide, and the 
consequences are always grave. 

• Hosea 4:6 – “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because you 
have rejected knowledge, I reject you from being a priest to Me. And since 
you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.” 

 As we continue our study of the 1689, it is helpful to remember that each chapter 
builds upon the last one.  

 
1 Not only are we finite and limited as creatures. We are broken and hostile as sinners. 
2 Also called “theology proper”. 
3 Cf. Exodus 3:5 
4 Cf. Ecclesiastes 5:2. 
5 Cf. 2 Samuel 6. 



• As we saw from chapter 1, we can only truly and savingly know who the 
true and saving God is (and what He is like) by His special revelation, 
namely the Holy Scriptures.6 

 

- Not surprisingly, chapter 2 is replete with Scriptural prooftexts, showing 
that God has most fully and clearly revealed Himself to us in Scripture. 

Paragraph 1 – The One, True God 

The Lord our God is one, the only living and true God.1  He is self-existent2 and 
infinite in being and perfection. His essence cannot be understood by anyone but 
him.3  He is a perfectly pure spirit.4  He is invisible and has no body, parts, or 
changeable emotions.a He alone has immortality, dwelling in light that no one can 
approach.5  He is unchangeable,6 immense,b,7 eternal,8 incomprehensible, 
almighty,9 in every way infinite, absolutely holy,10 perfectly wise, wholly free, 
completely absolute. He works all things according to the counsel of his own 
unchangeable and completely righteous will11 for his own glory.12  He is most 
loving, gracious, merciful, and patient. He overflows with goodness and truth, 
forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin. He rewards those who seek him 
diligently.13  At the same time, he is perfectly just and terrifying in his 
judgments.14  He hates all sin15 and will certainly not clear the guilty.16 

apassions 
btranscends all space 
11 Corinthians 8:4, 6; Deuteronomy 6:4. 2Jeremiah 10:10; Isaiah 48:12. 3Exodus 
3:14. 4John 4:24. 51 Timothy 1:17; Deuteronomy 4:15, 16. 6Malachi 3:6. 71 Kings 
8:27; Jeremiah 23:23. 8Psalm 90:2. 9Genesis 17:1. 10Isaiah 6:3. 11Psalm 
115:3; Isaiah 46:10. 12Proverbs 16:4; Romans 11:36. 13Exodus 34:6, 7; Hebrews 
11:6. 14Nehemiah 9:32, 33. 15Psalm 5:5, 6. 16Exodus 34:7; Nahum 1:2, 3. 

 

 
6 Sam Waldron writes, “The only safe course is to stay very close to the Word of God. Our only sure knowledge of 
God is gained from what the inscrutable and mysterious God has told us about Himself. God is too great for us to 
trust our own heart to devise the truth about Him (Rom. 11:33-36). We must not indulge in rational speculation or 
personal opinion. A sense of our insufficiency must turn our souls to the Word of God in humble reverence as the 
only safe guide for our understanding of God.” Sam Waldron, “Chapter Two: Of God and of the Holy Trinity,” in A 
New Exposition of the London Baptist Confession of Faith of 1689, ed. Rob Ventura (Ross-shire: Mentor, 2022), 63. 



Like the Westminster and Savoy, the 1689 asserts what is known as “classical 
Christian theism.” 

• That is, it aligns itself with the historic doctrine of the church on the subject 
of God and the Holy Trinity, as formulated in the Nicene Creed. 

For sake of clarity, we will be following Waldron’s outline for paragraph one, 
which he says focuses on the attributes of God in Himself7: 

• Singularity: The Lord our God is but one only living and true God;  
 

- Deuteronomy 6:4 – "Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is 
one! 
 

- 1 Corinthians 8:4 – “… there is no such thing as an idol in the world, and 
… there is no God but one.” 
 

à This means the one God is to be worshipped only, and that He is to 
be loved supremely. 

 
• Aseity: whose subsistence is in and of Himself, infinite in being and 

perfection; 
 

- This attribute conveys the self-existence of God apart from any external 
factors. The Latin phrase “a se” literally means “from Himself” and 
conveys that God is absolutely independent and self-sufficient. 
 

- This does mean that He is self-created, but as his personal name 
“Yahweh” (Exodus 3:14) suggests, He simply is.8 
 

- Isaiah 48:12 – “Listen to Me, O Jacob, even Israel whom I called; I am 
He, I am the first, I am also the last.”  
 

- Acts 17:24-25 – “The God who made the world and everything in it, 
being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 
nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since 
He Himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.” 

 

 
7 Ibid., 64-73. 
8 Yahweh comes from the Hebrew verb hayah (“to be”), and means literally “I AM.” 



à God needs absolutely nothing from us. Rather, we need everything 
from Him. The glory of such a self-existing God should entrance us, 
summon us to worship, and encourage us to seek life from Him 
alone. 

 
• Incomprehensibility: whose essence cannot be comprehended by any but 

Himself; 
 

- This reminds us that though we can have a “personal, true, accurate, 
and comforting” knowledge of God, we cannot know God exhaustively, 
nor can we fathom the depths of the divine mystery. The finite cannot 
exhaust the infinite. 
 

- Job 11:7-8 – “Can you discover the depths of God? Can you discover the 
limits of the Almighty? They are high as the heavens, what can you do? 
Deeper than Sheol, what can you know?” 
  

- Job 26:14 – “Behold, these are the fringes of His ways; And how faint a 
word we hear of Him! But His mighty thunder, who can understand?”  
 

- Psalm 145:3 – “Great is the LORD, and highly to be praised, And His 
greatness is unsearchable.” 

 

à This is why we need God the Holy Spirit to make known to us “the 
depths of God,” since “no one comprehends the thoughts of God 
except the Spirit of God.”9 

 
• Simplicity: a most pure spirit, invisible, without body, parts, or passions10, 

who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can 
approach unto;  

 

- If God is self-existent, immutable, and eternal, then He is not 
“composed” of, or the sum total of, various “parts.” If He were, then 
these “parts” would be more ultimate than God! Moreover, nothing can 
be subtracted from God, and God still be God. 
 

 
9 1 Corinthians 2:11 
10 The best book by far on this deep topic is by my predecessor, Dr. James Dolezal. See his All That is in God. 

https://www.amazon.ca/All-That-God-Evangelical-Challenge-ebook/dp/B075MMC3M7/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3S0N472K4CUGN&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.buHVfU29ohiRQheVIsWigVJ4mrtzhVR8Oj2_hZSp-KWnb72OVXFe-XCD5CzrUvIgBG0nUzxPG7T0DMcaHNZeGpqIkOYiFR_vZYF9sGEP0S0WRehkdNPV4gtW-lizTy6d0WMBrUe3Ti_-clolGhIcLeL3sHXJg0pSWcOMsuJ0jQAw98lLjCo-rmRBjC8biQRRVlXhsKOF9L1IsyvFHzZRKdp_ZT7mvztMaUWsQ4-Cw4u8XcCj_7wXgGdrJ-yvK1PREiQuKJALmZrc7iBpIq18cgnJb1NiBI9lwsCtlYQwSd4.rzxQQXWH4YKdADfQ3Ug28AYllsCGElgoGueWJZUnUFM&dib_tag=se&keywords=all+that+is+in+God&qid=1760655564&sprefix=all+that+is+in+god%2Caps%2C173&sr=8-1


à That is, God’s attributes are ways of describing God’s essence, and 
are inseperable from that essence.  

 

- God’s Impassibility (“without passions”) – means that God cannot be 
acted upon by outside forces or influences to somehow bring about 
change in Himself.11  
 

• Infinity: who is immutable, immense, eternal, incomprehensible, almighty, 
every way infinite, most holy, most wise, most free, most absolute;  

 

- Infinity means God transcends (goes beyond) us in space (immense), 
time (eternal), knowledge (incomprehensible, most wise), will (most 
free), power (almighty), and in every other way (immutable, most holy, 
most absolute). 
 

- James 1:17 – “Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shifting shadow.”  
 

- 1 Kings 8:27 – “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven 
and the highest heaven cannot contain You.”  
 

- Jeremiah 23:23-24 – "Am I a God who is near," declares the LORD, "And 
not a God far off? Can a man hide himself in hiding places so I do not see 
him?" declares the LORD. "Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?" 
declares the LORD.”  
 

- Psalm 90:2-4 – “Before the mountains were born Or You gave birth to 
the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, You are 
God…For a thousand years in Your sight are like yesterday when it 
passes by, or as a watch in the night.” 
 

 
11 Waldron is helpful: “Passions and affections may be contrasted in a way that allows us to say that God has 
affections but does not have passions. Passions arise outside of us from an outside influence (ad extra) but affect 
us on the inside. Affections are different. They arise from the inside of us (ad intra) and have effects on the 
outside. Distinguished in this way, it is appropriate to say that God has affections but does not have passions… 
Though God does not experience emotional changes because of the world, He does have unchanging affections 
with regard to things in the world and acts in the world on the basis of those unchanging affections…God does not 
have passions in the sense that He is influenced by creation. He is not hurt or helped, harmed or strengthened, by 
anything men do. God is eternally blessed and happy in the Trinity of His persons. He needs nothing!  



• Sovereignty: working all things according to the counsel of His own 
immutable and most righteous will for His own glory;  

 

- The confession speaks to the extent, rule, and goal of God’s sovereignty:  
 

1. Its Extent: all things  
2. Its Rule: the counsel of His will 
3. Its Goal: for His own glory. 

 

- Psalm 115:3 – “Our God is in the heavens; He does all that He pleases.”  
 

- Ephesians 1:11 – “In whom we also have obtained an inheritance, 
having been predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all 
things according to the counsel of His will.” 

 
• Love: most loving, gracious, merciful, long-suffering, abundant in goodness 

and truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; 
 

- Exodus 34:6-7a (NIV) – ““The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and 
gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 
maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and 
sin.” 
 

- Jeremiah 31:3 – “I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I 
have continued My faithfulness to you.” 
 

- 1 John 4:8, 16 – “God is love.” 
 

• Justice: the rewarder of them that diligently seek Him, and withal most just 
and terrible in His judgments, hating all sin, and who will by no means clear 
the guilty. 

 

- Psalm 5:4-6 – “For You are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil 
may not dwell with You. The boastful shall not stand before Your eyes; 
You hate all evildoers. You destroy those who seek like; the LORD abhors 
the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.” 
 

- Psalm 97:2 – “…righteousness and justice are the foundation of His 
throne.” 
 



- Hebrews 11:6 – “…he who comes to God must believe that He is and 
that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.” 
  

- Nahum 1:2-3 – “A jealous and avenging God is the LORD; the LORD is 
avenging and wrathful. The LORD takes vengeance on His adversaries, 
and He reserves wrath for His enemies. The LORD is slow to anger and 
great in power, and the LORD will by no means leave the guilty 
unpunished. In whirlwind and storm is His way, and clouds are the dust 
beneath His feet.”  
 

- Exodus 34:7 – “…yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished.” 

Paragraph 2 – God’s External Relations 

God has all life,17 glory,18 goodness,19 and blessedness in and of Himself; He alone 
is all-sufficient in Himself. He does not need any creature He has made nor does 
He derive any glory from them.20  Instead, He demonstrates His own glory in 
them, by them, to them, and upon them. He alone is the source of all being, and 
everything is from Him, through Him, and to Him.21  He has absolute sovereign 
rule over all creatures, to act through them, for them, or upon them as He 
pleases.22  In His sight everything is open and visible.23  His knowledge is infinite 
and infallible. It does not depend upon any creature, so for Him nothing is 
contingent or uncertain.24  He is absolutely holy in all His plans, in all His 
works,25 and in all His commands. Angels and human beings owe to Him all the 
worship,26 service, or obedience that creatures owe to the Creator and whatever 
else He is pleased to require of them. 

17John 5:26. 18Psalm 148:13. 19Psalm 119:68. 20Job 22:2, 3. 21Romans 11:34–
36. 22Daniel 4:25, 34, 35. 23Hebrews 4:13. 24Ezekiel 11:5; Acts 15:18. 25Psalm 
145:17. 26Revelation 5:12–14. 

Waldron helpfully divides paragraph 2 into the following five sections, which are 
meant to provoke us to consider our responses to God’s persons as His created 
image-bearers: 

1. His Sufficient Independence from Them 

This section contrasts God’s self-sufficiency or independence as over against 
the utter dependency of His creatures. It begins with a presentation of His 



aseity…[and reminds us that] that God is perfectly satisfied and content to be 
God, has no need of external creatures to add to any of His possessions or to 
augment His splendor and glory. His self-existence thus takes nothing from His 
creatures and has no necessity from them. Rather it gives to them glory. They 
reflect what s already essentially God’s. He is the source of their existence and 
ensures its continuing reality.12 

2. His Sovereign Dominion Over Them 

Because the true and living God is sufficient in and of Himself, and 
independent of anything other than Himself, He alone has all dominion.  

Renihan notes,  

[This dominion] is not something given to Him, or even something that 
He takes. It is His by virtue of His self-existence. He is the creator, potter, 
and His creatures are simply His subjects. Nothing more, nothing less. It 
is His right to do with them as He pleases.13 

This is clearly, repeatedly, and unapologetically declared in the Scriptures: 

• Psalm 93:1; 96:10; 97:1; 99:1 (LSB) – “Yahweh reigns!”14 
 

• Psalm 115:3 – “Our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases.” 
 

• Psalm 135:5a, 6a (LSB) – “For I know that Yahweh is great…Whatever 
Yahweh pleases, He does.” 
 

• Daniel 4:34-35 – “At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes 
to heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and 
praised and honored Him who lives forever, for His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, and His kingdom endures from generation to 
generation; all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and 
He does according to His will among the host of heaven and among the 

 
12James M. Renihan, To the Judicious and Impartial Reader: A Contextual-Historical Exposition of the Second 
London Baptist Confession of Faith, Baptist Symbolics 2 (Cape Coral: Founders Press, 2022), 90. 
13 Ibid. 
14 Contrary to neo-liberal OT scholar John Goldingay, the perfect tense of the verb malak (“to reign, rule”) is not an 
ingressive (i.e., “has begun to reign”); rather, as most OT scholars and commentators of this verse note, the perfect 
tense is characteristic of the LORD. He has always reigned, reigns now, and will forever reign – uninterrupted!! 



inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay His hand or say to Him, ‘What 
have You done?’” 

 
3. His Absolute Knowledge of them 

 
• Psalm 139:4 – “Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O LORD, You 

know it altogether.” 
 

• 1 John 3:20 – “God…knows everything.” 
 

• Isaiah 46:9-1015 – “For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and 
there is none like Me, declaring the end from the beginning and from 
ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I 
will accomplish all My purpose.’”16 
 

• Deuteronomy 29:29 – “The secrets things belong to the LORD our God, 
but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, 
that we may do all the words of this law.” 

 
• Ephesians 1:11 (NIV)– “In [Christ] we were also chosen, having been 

predestined according to the plan of Him who works out everything in 
conformity with the purpose of His will.” 

 

• Romans 11:33-36 (LSB) – “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable 
His ways! For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS 

COUNSELOR?17 Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE REPAID TO HIM?18 For 
from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the19 glory 
forever. Amen.” 

 
Again, Renihan is helpful: 

 
15 Cf. Isaiah 41:21-29 (especially v. 26), where Yahweh uses His perfect wisdom and sovereignty to bring about His 
perfect and foreordained will to pass to contrast Himself with the useless idols of the nations (a major theme in 
chapters 40-48).  
16 LSB = “My good pleasure”. 
17 Cited from Job 15:8 
18 Cited from Job 35:7 
19 Tragically, the ESV, amongst others, leaves the definite article (“the”) untranslated. 



God knows all things. At all times He has a thorough knowledge of 
Himself and of all creation. His understanding is infinite, extending to all 
times and places, and is always infallible, absolutely correct, and 
independent, not relying on the collecting of information from external 
sources. God is wisdom and knowledge. Nothing is contingent or 
uncertain to Him. 20 

4. His Utter Sanctity Before Them 

Because His counsels reflect His character, His holy will is accomplished. What 
God knows, God does.  

• As a result His being, character, and wisdom obligate us at all times to 
bow down in worship before Him.21  

Modern man presumes to stand in judgment of God. He even assumes the 
right to be angry with Him for His deeds. What blasphemy! Yahweh is utterly 
separate and above all such presumption on the part of the creature to stand 
in judgment of His counsels, works, and commands. We are to stand in 
reverential fear of Him even when His ways mystify our minds and disappoint 
our desires.22 

• Job 40:1-5 – “And the LORD said to Job: “Shall a faultfinder contend with 
the Almighty? He who argues with God, let him answer it.” Then Job 
answered the LORD and said, “Behold, I am of small account; what shall I 
answer You? I lay my hand on my mouth. I have spoken once, and I will not 
answer; twice, but I will proceed no further.”” 
 

• Romans 9:20. “But who are you, O man, to answer back to God?” 
 

5. His Intrinsic Claims upon Them 

Regarding this, Waldron comments: 

 
20 Ibid. 
21 Ibid., 90-91. 
22 Sam Waldron, in A New Exposition of the London Baptist Confession of Faith of 1689, ed. Rob Ventura (Ross-
shire: Mentor, 2022), 74-75. 



Finally, God is absolutely due anything He may choose to ask of us by 
way of service, suffering, or devotion. His essential right to the 
submission of men and angels is absolute.23 

Because the true and living God is “the only Sovereign, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords,” 24 says Paul, “to Him [alone] be the honor and eternal 
dominion.”25 

As the only Creator, God alone is worthy of worship and service.26 As the only 
Redeemer, God alone is worthy of worship and service.27 

 

Paragraph 3: God’s Internal Relations (The Tri-unity of God)28 

This divine and infinite Being consists of three real persons,c the Father, the Word 
or Son, and the Holy Spirit.27  These three have the same substance, power, and 
eternity, each having the whole divine essence without this essence being 
divided.28  The Father is not derived from anyone, neither begotten nor 
proceeding. The Son is eternally begotten of the Father.29  The Holy Spirit 
proceeds from the Father and the Son.30  All three are infinite and without 
beginning and are therefore only one God, who is not to be divided in nature and 
being. Yet these three are distinguished by several distinctive characteristics and 
personal relations. This truth of the Trinity is the foundation of all of our 
fellowship with God and of our comforting dependence on him. 

csubsistences, or individual instances of a given essence 
271 John 5:7; Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14. 28Exodus 3:14; John 14:11; 1 
Corinthians 8:6. 29John 1:14,18. 30John 15:26; Galatians 4:6. 

Chapter two and paragraph three of the Second London Baptist Confession of 
faith deals with one of the most oft-attacked doctrines of Scripture: the doctrine 
of the Trinity and the relationship between the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 
23 Ibid., 75. 
24 1 Timothy 6:15 
25 1 Timothy 6:16 
26 Revelation 4:11 
27 Revelation 5:9-10 
28 For some helpful “introductions” on the Trinity, see Fred Sander’s The Triune God, Michael Reeves’ Delighting in 
the Trinity, James White’s The Forgotten Trinity. For heavier lifting, see Robert Letham’s The Holy Trinity. 

https://www.amazon.ca/Triune-God-Fred-Sanders/dp/0310491495/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2Z2N2M2PGP6EN&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.4FTCmZV6Ylu1qiV10u-nrWUvuXi1Eoa5ZHVbkkxjoEIbDUfwDmbOwhfZ4xdkHaSKKydm3frIHkuhL41QZeN38HqohmhSAE6PVLsKZNXs-NjqycneKHs1rCfjz_-ERJIAwAkn2bhD5dgdLhaqipZ9rNvU9PVfuxAuJEaMLpSF_OFNBgdVieW29zbqd1nkc1m1vsxvAuwWGjyVYEUrbzIMqg.4VPY4sZkCExq3cJGCau4UZ9Y3jzaO6caC0tTEUoUteg&dib_tag=se&keywords=Fred+Sanders+trinity&qid=1761260511&sprefix=fred+sanders+trinity%2Caps%2C125&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.ca/Delighting-Trinity-Michael-Reeves/dp/0830839836/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1NU2M1OTSE77A&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.dzyXcf82gq-zGdfcy8RGYra6szWDvVh6QWm6JY77oomAsEe_NG_xRbpavgySxmSjRtJRgS23_eEnllNz6PSzvSvT1EaIZP6EDUXjXta8QXK8K26heczuHo75-sXRsYegoKd9WluGtr3YeQSWkcG1s1ad5VfQ7bqCH6C4lZ1vUoTTDL7zKCx_h6cBho6jztUg.2fEyBJUjGgVtk01T4u5nXoM73VAR7V88Zch-jsJFuDk&dib_tag=se&keywords=michael+reeves+trinity&qid=1761260650&sprefix=michael+reeves+trinity%2Caps%2C132&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Delighting-Trinity-Michael-Reeves/dp/0830839836/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1NU2M1OTSE77A&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.dzyXcf82gq-zGdfcy8RGYra6szWDvVh6QWm6JY77oomAsEe_NG_xRbpavgySxmSjRtJRgS23_eEnllNz6PSzvSvT1EaIZP6EDUXjXta8QXK8K26heczuHo75-sXRsYegoKd9WluGtr3YeQSWkcG1s1ad5VfQ7bqCH6C4lZ1vUoTTDL7zKCx_h6cBho6jztUg.2fEyBJUjGgVtk01T4u5nXoM73VAR7V88Zch-jsJFuDk&dib_tag=se&keywords=michael+reeves+trinity&qid=1761260650&sprefix=michael+reeves+trinity%2Caps%2C132&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Forgotten-Trinity-Recovering-Christian-Belief/dp/0764233823/ref=sr_1_9?crid=1ZRRF8N4JMI1D&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.bBxfy6PPEDkzPhpolDBD-WDlrWXGSpf6XbhoBdp3Pg0p63xBlg1_dHWEsdpa-X4gvbUEeDgphzVTBFkt5zeRCxWQCq1v98nSKlibmHLL9stAG_DbPZdQwL3F_FOk-vvLzWWZImN6N96NK5AM3-va3-FLq9Hg-LaKTp79GNlLwQruWjWU5YCV77WQYs5G_yGOw3KV7ARxF1xvPaxuGzohreUnPNEv0Ahwo2edRutAAhxOItKqVUgkNm575uJwOyyCAZCVZy9ruNhS3vTaKVICjU3qJUZyRfQUkU4QfqtbLP4.T6P1YayaXyETm9E9gDap75G6hhtz2vKH934HtY7BE6k&dib_tag=se&keywords=Trinity&qid=1761260720&sprefix=trinity%2Caps%2C165&sr=8-9
https://www.amazon.ca/Holy-Trinity-Scripture-Theology-Expanded-ebook/dp/B07ZWG5P74/ref=sr_1_1?crid=195XHO7O3MCO0&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.DSMMVXkxFOvMplIQ4Psqf9PDZNeA554YZ-tABju5vQzO6O9MrNtRsJdv8FHc3bPm1k6QjPLmpc16EZcU2SmxFg.DdGDlrwixWQmCoQsNfv_nv9paaSmB9wOSf6tQBl9lr0&dib_tag=se&keywords=Trinity+robert+letham&qid=1761260808&sprefix=trinity+robert+letham%2Caps%2C115&sr=8-1


When one surveys the annals of church history, what we find are a whole host of 
heretical movements that have emerged to deny the deity of Christ and/ or the 
divine personhood of the Holy Spirit.29 

The Christian resource website, monergism.com, provides a helpful list of anti-
trinitarian heresies that have appeared over the centuries:30 

Modalism (i.e. Sabellianism)  

• Modalism teaches that the three persons of the Trinity are not distinct 
persons, but are revealed in different “modes.” Adherents believe that the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit are not distinct personalities, but different 
modes of God's self-revelation. A typical modalist approach is to regard 
God as the Father in creation, the Son in redemption, and the Spirit in 
sanctification. In other words, God exists as Father, Son and Spirit in 
different eras, but never as triune. Stemming from Modalism, 
Patripassianism believed that the Father suffered as the Son. Modern day 
modalists can still be found among the “Oneness Pentecostalism” 
movement. This movement is alive and well and has influenced the 
doctrine of many local charismatic churches.  

Tritheism  

• Tritheism confesses the Father, Son and Holy Spirit as three independent 
divine beings; three separate gods who share the 'same substance’. This is a 
common mistake because of misunderstandings of the use of the term 
'persons' in defining the Trinity. Trinitarian Christians are often accused of 
this heresy by Muslims and Jews; however, this accusation is without 
warrant. Some positions held by Mormons and Seventh Day Adventists may 
be described as tritheistic. For example, some SDA groups that the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit are not one in their essence, but are three separate 
beings with their own unique essences.  

Arianism  

 
29 https://www.gfcedmonton.com/_files/ugd/2cf9c5_731c24da21344935909fc4f82f524b6a.pdf 
30 See https:// www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/Trinitarian%20Heresies.html.  



• Arianism teaches that the pre-existent Christ was the first and greatest of 
God’s creatures but denied his fully divine status. The Arian controversy 
was of major importance in the development of Christology during the 
fourth century and was addressed definitely in the Nicene Creed. Arianism 
continues to be taught by Jehovah Witnesses and some Unitarian groups.  

Docetism  

• Docetism teaches that Jesus Christ is a purely divine being who only had the 
“appearance” of being human. Regarding his suffering, some versions 
taught that Jesus’ divinity abandoned or left him upon the cross while other 
claimed that he only appeared to suffer (much like he only appeared to be 
human). The heresy of Docetism is closely related to Gnosticism.  

Ebionitism  

• Ebionitism teaches that Jesus was endowed with particular charismatic gifts 
which distinguished him from other humans. Nevertheless, he is a purely 
human figure. Some modern charismatics espouse views that are 
dangerously close to this heresy. This is seen in the way that many 
charismatic leaders speak about the “Kenotic Theory” (arising from a 
misinterpretation of Philippians 2:7).  

Macedonianism  

• This is a fourth-century heresy that taught that the Holy Spirit is a created 
being.  

Adoptionism  

• Adoptionism teaches that Jesus was born totally human and only later was 
“adopted”–either at his baptism or at his resurrection–by God in a special 
(i.e. divine) way. This movement is closely related to the first-century 
Ebionite movement listed above.  

Partialism  



• This heresy teaches that that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit together are 
components of the one God. This led them to believe that each of the 
persons of the Trinity is only part God, only becoming fully God when they 
come together. 

Often, and tragically, heresies sprout from the finite -in its own strength and 
wisdom – trying to figure out the infinite, rather than humbly submitting to God’s 
own self-disclosure and revelation of Himself in the pages of Scripture.31  

Waldron writes,  

This doctrine of the Trinity is a divine mystery…God is ultimately both one 
and three: one essence or substance and three persons or subsistences. The 
creeds of the church fence this mystery. They do not explain it. The 
incomprehensibility of God means that the doctrines of the faith will involve 
holy mysteries which transcend human reason and contradict fleshly 
wisdom. Such mysteries must be accepted with humility and reverence by an 
intellect weaned from the arrogant and foolish notion of rationalism that 
finite and fallen human reason can comprehend the divine being (Ps. 131).32 

Nevertheless, Scripture does have much to say about the Tri-unity of our God, and 
that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit all exist in and of themselves and 
possess the whole of divine essence, so that we may rightly say that Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit are truly God. 

Here are but a few of the several Scriptural proofs for the Trinity: 

• Matthew 3:16-17; 28:18-20  
• Matthew 22:41-46 (cf. Psalm 110) 
• John 1:1-18  
• Acts 5:3-4 
• 2 Corinthians 13:14  
• Colossians 2:9  
• Titus 2:13 

 
31 If your brain is melting, and you need a good laugh, check out this video from Lutheran Satire: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQLfgaUoQCw  
32 Ibid., 75. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQLfgaUoQCw


• Hebrews 1:8  
• 1 Peter 1:1-2  
• 2 Peter 1:1 
• 1 John 5:20  

The heart of the biblical evidence that supports the idea that the names of the 
different persons of the Trinity reveal their distinct, personal identities is found in 
its teaching regarding the eternal generation of the Son. 

• Tragically, most modern translations have gotten away from translating the 
Greek phrase “only-begotten Son” to say something like “one and only Son” 
(NIV, NLT, CSB, NET) or “only Son” (ESV, NASB1995).33 

 

- Thankfully, the LSB (rightly) decided to return to the classical 
understanding of the term used in the classic creeds and older 
translations (like the KJV), as it is essential to understanding the three 
persons/subsistences within the Godhead.34 

To simplify, the three persons may be distinguished by their eternal relations 
within the Godhead: 

• The Father is unbegotten 
• The Son is from eternity begotten of the Father 
• The Spirit from eternity proceeds from the Father and the Son 

This is the classic western Trinitarianism as expressed by the earlier Nicene (in its 
western form) and Athanasian creeds.  

 
33 The NET Bible has some very good notes as to why they have decided to translate monogenes this way (though I 
still disagree with them).  
34 See Abner Chou’s explanation at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xnYiO9flysY&t=259s. Matthew Barrett 
also persuasively argues for the necessity of translating monogenes as “only-begotten” in his excellent book, 
Simply Trinity.  Lastly, Sam Waldron masterfully explains what is at stake in retaining “only-begotten Son” in our 
translations in: A New Exposition of the London Baptist Confession of Faith of 1689, ed. Rob Ventura (Ross-shire: 
Mentor, 2022), 77-85. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xnYiO9flysY&t=259s
https://www.amazon.ca/Simply-Trinity-Matthew-Barrett/dp/154090007X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2UQBA5NUNKA16&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.jF8cuS9LDrPrBWIEHxXbMJfHBEVyeqwCtj0RcAbhVdaTkHWLJ3LiW4xkh4R5AbXsz_uuSg0AOSQFLePPZlwkD69SiB2f66tm0Pm1uyhISzOS9QCC_gAKX-fjYvKgFm-awgGayq-IFCJoLg9eJDh3Ia4YWrCqpZGZpu4o9OAbIac.3eQj66gRDmRROLU6CNTfKeTKs5bOI975F24aZrNcRkM&dib_tag=se&keywords=simply+trinity&qid=1761259216&sprefix=simply+trinity%2Caps%2C145&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Exposition-London-Baptist-Confession-Faith/dp/1527108902


• In this western, classical view of the Trinity, order and relation do not 
indicate subordination but are rather evidences of absolute coequality,35 
and never carries the sense or idea of an eternal functional subordination.36 

Though the 1689 teaches a form of subordination, we must carefully define it. 

Exploring three types of subordination: 

1. Economic Subordination: The subordination of the Son to the Father to 
accomplish redemption. 
 

2. Hypostatic Subordination: This speaks to the “relationship of derivation” 
among the persons of the Trinity. This subordination reflects the fact that 
the Son is begotten of the Father, and that the Holy Spirit proceeds from 
both the Father and the Son. 
 

3. Essential Subordination: The Son and Holy Spirit are subordinate to the 
Father in their essence. This can rightly be called “subordinationism.” 

Orthodox Christian doctrine heartily affirms the first two forms of subordination 
but must reject the third.  

Waldron makes several biblical arguments for this form of subordination in the 
Trinity. We will explore only a few below:  

1. The economy of redemption is that of creation (John 1:1-3; Hebrews 1:2; I 
Corinthians 8:6). Surely it is strange that both in the economy of creation 
and the economy of redemption the same order is maintained, if this 
economic subordination does not reflect a certain hypostatic subordination 
in the Trinity itself. 
 

2. The Bible teaches explicitly that the Son is begotten, or, at least, derived 
(John 1:14, 18). The translation of the key word is, however, disputed. 
Some translate it in the traditional way 'only begotten', while others prefer 
the translation, ‘unique.' To some extent this problem of translation is 

 
35 Richard Muller, Dictionary of Latin and Greek Theological Terms, 1st ed. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1985), 371. 
36 James M. Renihan, To the Judicious and Impartial Reader, 102. Also, see Matthew Barrett’s Simply Trinity, of 
which one of the main purposes of the book is to refute this modern-day Trinitarian error being taught in many 
seminaries, evangelical churches, and popular books. 



related to a disputed etymology. Some derive the word from the verb 
which means 'to beget' and others from the verb which means 'to become.’ 
Either possible etymology contains the idea of (eternal) derivation. 
 

3. The argument that the term 'Son' means nothing but equality simply does 
not carry conviction. That it does denote equality we do not, of course, 
deny. However, to say that it denotes only this appears to fly in the face of 
everything we know not only about the word 'father' but also the word 
‘son.’  
 

4. Without eternal generation and eternal procession and the doctrine of 
hypostatic subordination it is impossible to distinguish the different persons 
of the Trinity. There are no revealed personal relations or properties. Even 
terminology like the First, Second, or Third Person of the Trinity becomes 
illegitimate. We are left with three colourless, unvarying, indistinguishable 
persons in the Trinity. This result smells of the barrenness of human 
philosophy, not the richness of biblical revelation.  
 

5. Finally, the suppression of a real eternal fatherhood and a real eternal 
sonship lessens the glory of redemptive love. Is not the glory of the Father 
giving his Son for our redemption lessened if we limit the idea of sonship in 
this sentence to mere equality? The result is that one neutered divine 
person gives another colourless divine person. On this idea, where is the 
glory of the Father's sacrifice? Where is the glory of the Son's filial 
obedience? The tendency to doubt eternal generation and eternal 
procession diminishes the glory of the gospel. 
 

In summary, the historic doctrine of the church and its creeds is that as to their 
essence, the Son and Spirit are equal in power and glory to the Father, but as to 
their persons, they are eternally generated and eternally proceeded from the 
Father. Thus, as to their essence, they are self-existent, while as to their persons, 
they are internally derived from the Father.  

Renihan is undoubtedly correct when he asserts that although the Trinity is “the 
most mysterious and difficult doctrine of the Christian faith,” it “is the basis of 
communion with God.” On what do believers base their whole relationship with 



God? It is this doctrine of the Trinity: God is one, God is three, calling us to bow 
our heads in humble reverence to His greatness and His glory.”37 

Perhaps the words of John Owen provide a fitting conclusion to our study: 

This is the substance of the Doctrine of the Trinity as to the first direct 
concernment of faith therein. The first intention of the Scripture in the 
Revelation of God towards us is, as was said, that we might fear Him, 
believe, worship, obey Him, and live unto Him, as God. That we may do this 
in a due manner, and worship the only true God, and not adore the false 
imaginations of our own minds, it declares, as was said, that this God is one, 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; that the Father is this one God, and 
therefore is to be believed in, worshipped, obeyed, lived unto, and in all 
things considered by us as the first cause, sovereign Lord, and last end of all: 
that the Son, is the one true God, and therefore to be believed in 
worshipped, obeyed, lived unto, and in all things considered by us as the first 
cause, sovereign Lord, and last end of all. And so also of the Holy Ghost. This 
is the whole of Faith’s concernment in this matter, as it respect the direct 
Revelation of God made by Himself in the Scripture, and the first proper 
general end thereof…to be directive of divine Worship and Obedience.38 

Application 

Worship: We worship a God who is infinitely beyond us yet intimately near in 
Christ. 

Trust: Because God is immutable and sovereign, our faith rests secure. 

Communion: Through the Spirit, we enjoy fellowship with the Father and the Son 
(2 Cor. 13:14). 

Mission: Our Trinitarian God sends us to make disciples in His triune name (Matt. 
28:19). 

How does understanding the Trinity shape our prayer life? 

 
37 Renihan, 102.  
38 John Owen, A Brief Declaration and Vindication of the Doctrine of the Trinity (London: Nath. Ponder, 1669), 27-
28. 


