
Missions Emphasis Week
SEE the fields white for harvest.
PRAY the Lord of the harvest.
⇒ GO gather the harvest!
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Student Scripture Reading: 2 Peter 3

Peter reminds persecuted Christians that the Lord Jesus Christ will return!

Because Jesus is coming back, obey the Bible (2).

Expect scoffers to deny His return (3-5). God, however, judged by flood (6) and will 
judge by fire (7).

Jesus Christ will return in His own good time (8-9). In the New Heavens and New Earth, 
God will righteously rule (10-13). Today, before Jesus comes back, we must live 
blamelessly and patiently as we serve God acceptably (14-15). Be faithful, rightly 
dividing the Scriptures until He comes (15-18). 

Jesus’ return should cause us to see how we’re doing in our job of sharing the gospel to 
every person! Today, let us SEE the fields white to harvest!



Hymn of Challenge: Sowing in the Morning (260)
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SEE the fields white for harvest! (Matthew 9:35-38)

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, became a man. He obeyed all 
God’s rules to “fulfill all righteousness.” Before He died, He 
showed His love for the world. 

He loved crowds and individuals. 

He had compassion (9:35-36). He healed broken bodies and 
restored sin-sick souls with the call to turn from sin and 
believe on Himself.  



SEE the FIELDS WHITE FOR HARVEST

WORLD RELIGIONS

1900 2000 2020 2050

● Islam 12.4 % 21.0% 24.2%   29.2% 
● Hinduism  12.5% 13.4% 13.5% 12.4%
● Buddhism 7.8% 7.4% 6.8% 6.0%
● Atheist/Agnostic .2 13.0% 11.6% 8.7%
● Christianity 34.5% 32.3% 32.2% 34.3%



The world is more religious than it was 50 years ago

Africa: Islam & Christianity. Rapid decline of traditional religions. 

Asia: The most religiously diverse continent.

Europe: Historically Christian, increasingly agnostic/ secular. 
Muslims have made inroads.

Latin America: Catholic history. North America: Christian, 
agnostic, Buddhist, few Muslim Oceania: Christian/ agnostic/ 
Buddhist/ few Muslims [LA, State of the Great Commission, 78]



Religion

ISLAM: Concentrated in North Africa and the Middle East
The fastest growing religion.
Christianity is growing steadily; Islam is exploding in the 
Asian middle east as well as N. Africa. 
Nigeria may have the 4th largest Islamic population in 2050. 
Currently, Indonesia, India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh have 
most Muslims; by 2050, it may be Pakistan, India, Indonesia, 
and Nigeria. [pg 82]



Hinduism: Concentrated in India, Nepal, and Indian Diaspora 
(people who have left India).

Conflict between Hindus and Muslims has caused difficulties. 
Hindu Nationalism is strong pride in Indian Hinduism. Laws 
have been passed against converting to Christianity. 

Normally, people do not convert to Hinduism. 



Secularism

Those leaving Christianity for secularism are expected to increase in 
Europe, North America, and (to a lesser extent) Latin America.

Many westerners will leave Christianity, but the unaffiliated will shrink in 
the world population because the birth rate is falling there while Africans 
and some Asians are having more kids. So Africa and Asia will help Islam 
and Christianity increase. 

These are NOT atheists. They are just “unaffiliated.” China, Japan, 
America, Vietnam, Russia, and Korea have growing groups of these. [81]



Buddhism: the religion of East, South, and Southeast Asia.

Theravada Buddhism is in Thailand, Myanmar, Laos, 
Cambodia, & Sri Lanka

Mahayana Buddhism is in Japan, Korea, China, and Vietnam.

Buddhism is growing in N. America, Europe, and the Middle 
East as Asians go there. Now Korea is #8, by 2050 it will be 
#9. India is expected to go from #9 to #7 in Buddhist pop. (84)



Matthew 9:35-38
35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every 
sickness and every disease among the people. 36 But when He saw the 
multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were 
weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. 37 Then He said to 
His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. 38 

Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His 
harvest.”



World Prayer Requests

Pray the Lord of the harvest…

4.57 billion reached people by 435,000 missionaries.

3.34 billion people unreached with 15,000 

450,000 missionaries world wide

To send forth laborers– Praise the Lord sent already

● USA received 38,000 sent 135,000
● Russia received 25,000
● Brazil received 20,000
● DR Congo received 15,000
● S. Africa received 15,000



Senders {Pray for fruit & thank God for goers]:

● USA sent 135,000
● Brazil sent 40,000
● S. Korea sent 35,000
● Philippines sent 25,000
● Nigerial sent 20,000


