Creation
From Do You Believe? By Paul David Tripp

Introduction: In August, we began looking at abiding in Christ by abiding in correct doctrine. If
our doctrine is correct, we will naturally act upon it. | called the series Abide & Act. We looked at
the Doctrines of Scripture and God. We saw that God is holy, sovereign, and omnipotent. This
month, we will look at the doctrines of creation, man, and sin. In each of these doctrines we will
once again consider the truth of the doctrine we are to abide in, then suggest proper responses
to act upon these truths.

God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in the beginning made from nothing every visible or
invisible thing that exists. God declared all that He had made was very good (Genesis 1:31).
God made everything so His eternal power, wisdom, and goodness would be on display for all
to see.

Scriptures: Genesis 1-2; John 1:3; Colossians 1:16-17; Psalm 8; 19.

1. God created everything (Genesis 1-2)
1.1 God made everything from nothing. We are builders; we make things from other
materials. God with nothing more than His will and His word spoke the universe into
existence. This is tremendously humbling to us. God is God. He has no rivals in His
power and glory.

Do not let your familiarity with Genesis 1-2 stunt your appreciation for the great glory
seen in God’s creation of all things within six days.

If God did not create this world and everything in it, the rest of biblical theology and
history comes crashing down. God is less than He says He is if Genesis 1-2 is untrue.
God did, however, create the cosmos and all things. God uniquely created Adam and
Eve in His own image, giving humanity special status in creation.

1.2 Purpose: God made creation with a purpose. This gives God both the ability and
the right to tell us how to live what should be the driving purpose of our lives too! We do
not look to ourselves to determine our purpose in life; we look to the Creator. The Bible

lays out God'’s purpose for us. The Bible also declares what happens when we forsake

God’s purpose for our own self-made purposes.

1.3 Ownership: The physical universe belongs to God (Romans 11:36). God made
all things. By Him they continue to exist. We are not the owners of the world, but the
stewards who manage creation for the Creator (Genesis 1:26-28). We are not our own;
we belong to God our Maker (Psalm 100:3). When we try to claim ownership of
ourselves or others, we do great harm by selfishness and harming others.

The doctrine of creation, correctly understood, leads us to the grace of Jesus and the
Cross.
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1.4 Authority: God made the world and owns it, so He has ultimate authority over
everything. All human authority is ambassadorial- it is designed to be visible
representation of God’s authority (Romans 13:1). Human authority should represent
God’s values, purposes, and character. The greatest human leader must (will) bow
before the ultimate King and should willingly submit to His authority. There is no such
thing as human authority that is not answerable to God.

1.5 Worship: When you understand God’s glory from His creation, you will
respond with worship. We humbly come before the mighty God with hearts in awe of
His majesty and power! We are not the center of creation; God the Maker is! Everything
comes from God and points to Him. Everything continues to Him.

2. Realize God owns everything
2.1 Remember you are a steward of creation and your body- you are not your own!
(Psalm 24:1). The world is God’s possession. Remember that your belongings are held
in stewardship for God. We should honor God with our firstfruits (Proverbs 3:9). Our
relationships with one another should recognize that fellow Christians are God’s
children- thus we are not to be selfish in our interactions with one another, but seek
others’ good and Christlikeness.

2.2 Prioritize God’s glory (John 1:14-17). Enjoy the goodness of God'’s creation! Never
allow pleasure or good things to rule you. Look to God to deliver you from trouble; don’t
look for technology or created things to deliver you. Every glory of the physical world is
meant to point you to the glory of the one who made it. Earth will never be your savior!
We were created by God for God. When we put the creation where the Creator should
be, we are headed for trouble!

2.3 Seek to determine God’s purpose for everything.

Everything God created has a purpose. Seek to understand God’s purpose for you, your
spouse, your children, your talents, your emotions, your relationships, your gender, your
home, your health (or lack thereof), your work, your church, your resources, your
environment. Ask: What is God’s purpose for....?

Example:
e Pain can protect us by alerting us that something is wrong.
e Pain transforms us as it forces us to seek God (Romans 5:1-5; James 1:2-4; 1
Peter 1:3-9).
e Pain qualifies us to help others (2 Corinthians 1:4).

2.4 Exercise wise stewardship of the world God made (Genesis 1:28)

The Creation Mandate gives mankind dominion over the earth under God’s rule. We
were made to work (Genesis 2:15)! God gave us stewardship over the earth (Psalm
115:16).
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2.5 Independence from God is not our goal. God put Adam and Eve in a Garden that
required care. God gave them direction about what they were to do. They were created
with a need for God and for things only God would be able to supply. God didn’t create
man to live independently, supplying within himself everything he needed. Adam and eve
were created to live in interdependent community with one another. Christ died for those
who wrongly declared independence from God (2 Corinthians 5:15).

2.6 Admit and Recognize our limits. Adam and Eve were designed with limits of
gender, strength, wisdom, and talent. The Creator ordained limits of time in Genesis 1-2.
God created days. God gave shape to the week- six days of work and a Sabbath.

Be faithful to family, work, and church within the limits God set for you. Be committed to
the ministry of the body of Christ, but remember the limits of time. God has no limits on
His strength— but we do! God has no limits on His time- we do! God does not age- we
do! God has no limits of His knowledge- but we do. We have many limits. Avoid
delusions of grandeur. Accept with joy and discipline the limits the Creator has set for
you- because He wise and loves youl!

2.7 Creation leads us to the Cross. God created with shalom- universal order. This
shalom was wrecked by the Fall. Even the physical world is crying for redemption from
the effects of sin (Romans 8:18-25). Christ the Redeemer will restore shalom as He
makes all things new. Christ lived righteously and died to pay the penalty of the sins of
the world. Christ’s life, death, and resurrection secure for us the return of shalom
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