
All the Right — Rights (Psalm 16)

It’s just been a good, good thing. Amen? I was thinking about Psalm 34—been in it last night and the 
night before—and toward the end it says, “The Lord redeems the life of His servants.” Even the parts 
that seem unredeemable—that’s what He does, because that’s who He is. I’m thankful for that.

I’ve loved leading you in song around these truths. One song came to mind with that verse, and 
before Brother Nick comes up, let me share it:

“Haunted by ghosts that lived in my past,
Bound up in the shackles of all of my failures…
Then You look at this prisoner and say, “Son, stop fighting a fight already won.”
I am redeemed. You set me free…
I’ve got a new name, a new life, I’m not the same…
I am redeemed. Thank God—redeemed.”

Amen. Thank you, Brother Marcus. There’s nothing like being redeemed, church—nothing! And let 
me piggyback on that—thank you for your kindness, hospitality, acceptance, love, the way you 
jumped in and took care of everything. Brother Marvin, thank you. Mama, Ms. Alona, Brother Roy—
so many of you. The body of Christ rocks. Amen?

Now, Psalm 34: “Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers him out of them 
all.” He doesn’t keep us from them—He delivers us through them. And that’s a sweet treat. Psalm 
84:11 says He won’t withhold any good thing from those who walk uprightly. In the Kingdom, the 
good thing is often the hard thing—because of the God who goes into the hard thing with you. 
Amen?

Listen—there are tormentors out there. Your flesh is one of them. Your flesh knows a lot about 
wickedness and very little about Jesus. The world still sees the stain you left behind—how you used 
to live, talk, act. They can’t see forgiveness yet. They’ll say, “You think you’re better than us.” Don’t 
chase that. You don’t have to fix their perception. God doesn’t fix fools; He raises the dead. He 
takes dead men and makes them alive.

Can a believer act foolish at times? Sure. But that’s not our character anymore—because we’ve 
been made alive. And the only way to overcome the flesh is by the Spirit. How do I yield to the 
Spirit? Look to Jesus. Ask, “Lord, how did You live?” The same Spirit who filled Him fills you. Acts 
1:8—witnesses. We line up with Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms and point everybody to Jesus.



About those tormentors—remember the demoniacs in the Gadarenes? They tormented the man but 
didn’t want Jesus to torment them. That’s how you spot a tormentor: it torments you, but recoils 
when confronted by the Word. It hates the light that exposes it. That’s not Jesus. Jesus’ goodness 
leads to repentance and refreshes the soul.

Jesus cast the demons into the pigs; the herd drowned. The townspeople said, “Leave.” Why? 
Because Jesus cost them something without changing them yet. But the delivered man wanted to 
go with Jesus. Jesus said, “Go home and tell them what God did for you.” That’s witness. Jesus 
came back later—now there was a living testimony waiting.

Remember the boy with two fish and five loaves? He handed Jesus something edible—usable by 
grace. Jesus took, blessed, broke, and gave—and it multiplied. That’s what God does with a life 
placed in His hands.

Now—Psalm 16. Have you read it? Let me read, and you tell me what stands out. I’ve got—well—21… 
25… maybe 30 “right—rights” in here.

Preserve me, O God, for in You I put my trust…
You are my Lord, my goodness is nothing apart from You…
As for the saints… they are the excellent ones in whom is all my delight…
Their sorrows shall be multiplied who hasten after another god…
O LORD, You are the portion of my inheritance and my cup; You maintain my lot.
The lines have fallen to me in pleasant places; yes, I have a good inheritance…
I will bless the LORD who has given me counsel; my heart also instructs me in the night seasons…
I have set the LORD always before me; because He is at my right hand I shall not be moved.
Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; my flesh also will rest in hope.
For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.
You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore.

Father, bless Your Word. Open our eyes to what makes life right. In Jesus’ name, amen.

All right—start calling them out. Here are some Right—Rights I see:
• Right Person (v.1): “O God.”
• Right Plea (v.1): “Preserve me.”
• Right Placement (v.1): “In You I put my trust.”
• Right Perspective (v.2): “My goodness is nothing apart from You.”
• Right People (v.3): “The saints… my delight.” Get planted in a fellowship.



• Right Priority (v.4): Refuse other gods; don’t even take their names on your lips.
• Right Portion (v.5): “You are the portion of my inheritance and my cup.”
• Right Providence (v.5–6): “You maintain my lot… pleasant places… good inheritance.” 

Contentment.
• Right Practice (v.7): “I will bless the LORD who has given me counsel.”
• Right Pattern for Night (v.7): Daytime counsel fuels night seasons.
• Right Posture (v.8): Set the LORD always before me… I shall not be moved.
• Right Praise (v.9): Heart glad, glory rejoices.
• Right Peace (v.9): My flesh will rest in hope.
• Right Prophecy (v.10): Messiah won’t see corruption—Jesus in the Psalm.
• Right Path (v.11): You will show me the path of life.
• Right Presence (v.11): Fullness of joy.

     •   Right Place (v.11): Fullness of joy.
     • Right Pleasure (v.11): Pleasures forevermore.

Somebody said, “Verse 8 helps me in the battle between spirit and flesh—I keep my eyes on the 
LORD; I won’t be shaken.” Amen. Hebrews 12 says everything not built by grace will be shaken. So 
let your works be established by grace—then they remain.

Think of that boy with two fish and five loaves. Jesus took what was edible—usable. He blessed, 
broke, shared, multiplied. That’s grace. Offer God what He can bless—faith—and watch Him 
multiply.

James 1 says when you face a problem, count it all joy—not because of the pain, but because the 
Teacher is now at your desk with the answer key. Ask for wisdom—but ask in faith. Doubt makes you 
double-minded, tossed to and fro.

Isaiah 26:3—“You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in 
You.” God keeps you there—you don’t keep yourself. The trap? We want God to trust our plan. No. 
We trust His.

Cross over to Psalm 119:130–134—the entrance of Your words gives light; it gives understanding to 
the simple. When you don’t have an answer, you’re in the dark. God gives light by Word. Then: 
“Direct my steps by Your word, and let no iniquity have dominion over me. Redeem me from the 
oppression of man, that I may keep Your precepts.” Keep me from lies—from tormentors—by 
anchoring me in Your precepts.

There’s a pattern in Scripture: Great deliverance → Great dilemma → Greater deliverance.



Egypt out—deliverance. Red Sea behind and army ahead—dilemma. God parts the waters—greater 
deliverance. Wilderness—no water. Rock at Rephidim—living water. The rock was Christ. When they 
tested God instead of trusting God, He kept bringing them back to that lesson. He’s still teaching 
us: deliverance doesn’t mean absence of dilemmas; it means presence of God in the dilemma.

Back to Psalm 16—do you see how right—rights stack into a stable life? Right Person, Plea, Prayer, 
Placement, People, Priority, Portion, Providence, Practice, Pattern, Posture, Praise, Peace, 
Prophecy, Path, Presence, Place, Pleasure. You build on that, and when night seasons come, what 
He taught you in daylight will hold you in the dark.

Every time you open the Book, ask: “Lord, show me Jesus.” Moses points to Him. The Prophets 
point to Him. The Psalms sing of Him. Why? Because Jesus Himself said so.

Turn to Luke 24:44–49. He told them: Everything written in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the 
Psalms concerning Me must be fulfilled. Then He opened their understanding. He said it was 
necessary that Christ suffer, rise the third day, and that repentance and remission of sins be 
preached in His name to all nations. And—“You are witnesses of these things… wait for the promise 
of the Father… power from on high.”

That’s our whole weekend in a paragraph: the whole Book points to Jesus—crucified, risen, 
returning. We are witnesses. And we can only be the witnesses He intends by the Spirit He gives.

So here’s the appeal. This world needs Spirit-filled, Word-anchored, Jesus-absorbed people who 
stand in the courtroom of life when the Judge calls and say, “We see Jesus.” If you’re weary—look 
again. If you’re double-minded—look again. If you’re anxious—look again. If you’ve been leaning on 
your own understanding—repent, and look again.

If I drift, I need a brother to come after me—gently, truthfully—“I love you. Let’s get your eyes back 
on Jesus.” We want another warrior back on the field, another witness back on the stand. Sow 
seeds of mercy. God will give the harvest in time.

And if it looks like a duck, walks like a duck, quacks like a duck—it’s a duck. If you wake thinking of 
Jesus, live for Jesus, love like Jesus, lead people to Jesus—you look and smell like Jesus. That’s a 
disciple. A disciple.
Disciples look and smell like Jesus.
They love like Jesus.
They lead people to Jesus.



Witnesses.

Appeal

Are you tormented by shame? He redeems.
Are you tossed by fear? He steadies.
Are you dry in a dilemma? Strike the Rock—Christ is here.
Are you ready to be a witness? Receive the Promise—His Spirit fills.

Tonight—eyes on Jesus. Right Person. Right Plea. Right Path. All the right—rights are in Him.

Let’s pray.
Father, thank You for the clarity of Your Word. Make it precious to us by the Holy Spirit. Remove the 
dominion of lies; redeem us from the oppression of man. Fix our eyes on Jesus. Establish our steps 
by Your Word. Fill us with the Spirit. Make us witnesses who stand with Moses, the Prophets, and 
the Psalms and say, “We see Jesus.” In His name we pray. Amen.


