
PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE
OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETS—DANIEL–PT 1

DANIEL, HANANIAH, MISHAEL, AND AZARIAH
(BELTESHAZZAR, SHADRACH, MESHACH, AND ABEDNEGO)

Introduction
Some twenty-five centuries ago, DANIEL was a young man who loved
GOD and served GOD faithfully in the midst of some wicked times in his
own nation.  

JUDAH was GOD’S CHOSEN PEOPLE and they should have served
GOD after all that GOD had done for them, but as a whole, the NATION
had backslidden from the ways of GOD.

The real problems began in 2 Kings 21 with a king by the name of
MANASSEH.  (Turn there)

1. He Lived Like A Heathen. (vs 2)
2. He Restored Idolatry And Baal Worship.  (vs 3)
3. He Desecrated The House Of God . (vs 4-5)
4. He Was Involved In Witchcraft.  (vs 6)
5. He Caused The People Of GOD To Live Worse Than The

Heathens. (vs 9)
6. He Shed Innocent Blood.  (Vs 16)

GOD pronounced JUDGMENT upon JUDAH in vs 11-15.

After 55 years of MANASSEH’S reign, AMON came to power.  (vs 19-22)
AMON’S own servants conspired against him and slew him in his own
house.

JOSIAH then reigned and a short lived revival took place for a period of
time.  (2 Kings 22:2)

1. The HOUSE OF GOD Was Repaired. (vs 5-6)
2. The BOOK OF THE LAW Was Found. (vs 8)
3. The BOOK OF THE LAW Was Read. (vs 10-11)
4. The COUNSEL OF THE LORD Was Sought.  (Vs 13)
5. JOSIAH Was Given A Reprieve. (Vs 19-20)
6. JOSIAH Cleaned House.  (2 Kings 23:25)
7. The Hearts Of The PEOPLE Had Not Turned.(Jer. 25:3-11)
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However, we find in 2 Kings 23:26 that the LORD had not turned from
HIS WRATH that MANASSEH had provoked. HE delayed HIS
WRATH for JOSIAH’S sake, but HE had not turned from HIS WRATH.

After JOSIAH, things began to return to the way they had been before
JOSIAH came to power.

JEHOAHAZ reigned and returned to wickedness.  (2 Kings 23:31-32)
After him JEHOIAKIM reigned and nothing changed.  (2 Kings 23:36-37)

Then we come to 2 Kings 24:1-4 and we see what is happening in Dan.1:1.
1. Note that what happened to JUDAH came at the

COMMANDMENT of GOD.

2. Note that what happened to JUDAH came because of the sins of
MANNASSEH.

Now when this all came down, DANIEL and the THREE HEBREW
CHILDREN were already serving the LORD.  But they were taken captive
by KING NEBUCHADNEZZAR.

Now understand that DANIEL and his friends could have despaired.  They
could have given in to the wickedness that was going on around them.
They could have given up on serving the LORD.  But they didn’t!

What would GOD have us to know about these four SERVANTS OF
GOD?  Well, this will be an introduction of them this week from Daniel 1
and then, LORD willing we will consider the PROPHET DANIEL by
himself and later in our studies on PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE we will
consider HANANIAH, MISHAEL, and AZARIAH (a/k/a SHADRACH,
MESHACH, and ABEDNEGO) together in a future study.  
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I. WE SEE THEIR DILEMMA. (VS 1-2)
The LORD GAVE JUDAH into the hand of
NEBUCHADNEZZAR the KING OF BABYLON.
A. This was a FULFILMENT of the PROPHECY of

ISAIAH that was given to HEZEKIAH in ISAIAH 39.
HEZEKIAH had done foolishly and it would wind up
costing JUDAH.

B. This was a FULFILMENT of JEREMIAH’S
PROPHECY that was given to JUDAH in JEREMIAH
25:1-11.
For 23 years JEREMIAH and others preached, but nobody
listened.

END -Pt 1a
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