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Romans 1:16-23
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Last Week – The Gospel is 
the Power of  God

1. Obligation to Proclaim the Gospel

2. Openness in Preaching the Gospel

3. Operation of  the Gospel

We boldly proclaim the good news 
of  salvation by grace through faith 
in Jesus, because it is the power of  
God to save sinners and to credit 
the righteousness of  Christ to 
those who believe.
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Where Are We in Romans?

1. Introduction 1:1-17
2. Main Body 1:18 – 15:13
3. Conclusion 15:14 – 16:27

2. Main Body – 1:18 – 15:13
God’s Grace in Salvation for All People
2.1. God’s Grace Revealed in the Gospel

1:18 – 11:36
2.2. God’s Grace Resident in Believers

12:1 – 15:13
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2.1. God’s Grace Revealed in the Gospel
1:18 – 11:36
2.1.1. All Are Accountable to God 

for Their Sin
1:18 – 3:20

1:17 For in it (the gospel) the
righteousness of  God is revealed

3:21 righteousness of  God has been 
manifested … through faith

The wrath of  God rightly comes upon 
all mankind
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God’s wrath is being revealed 
against all those who have rejected 
His being and claims upon them, 
leading to humanity being ruined 
spiritually, but rescued in Christ.

God’s wrath REVEALED

God’s existence REJECTED

Humans RUINED

RESCUED in Christ
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God’s Wrath REVEALED

God’s wrath is revealed because 
people actively restrain the truth 
about Him, which is plainly 
evident to everyone.
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What is God’s Wrath?

Does God have bad days?

Does God “lose His cool”?

God’s wrath is a settled opposition 
to all that is contrary to His nature.
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 In the future

 In the past

 In the present?

How is God’s Wrath Revealed?

God’s Existence REJECTED

Humans actively push away and 
hold down their knowledge of  
God, making a conscious choice to 
dishonor God, not thanking Him.
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If  the problem is this bad,
why do I believe in God?

Is there something special about me?
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Why do people reject God?
What’s not to like?

 God is Sovereign

 God is Holy

 God does not compromise

Humans RUINED

Human reasoning has been made 
futile and their hearts became dark, 
worshipping the creation rather 
than the Creator.
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RESCUED in Christ

Only the gospel is powerful enough 
to break through the settled 
resistance of  fallen humanity.

Implications of  Depravity

Why we present the gospel

How we present the gospel
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Why We Present the Gospel

It is the power of  God for salvation!

We are transformed by the renewing 
of  our minds

How We Present the Gospel

We appeal to what they
already know

We depend on the Holy Spirit 
to break through
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God’s wrath is being revealed 
against all those who have rejected 
His being and claims upon them, 
leading to humanity being ruined 
spiritually, but rescued in Christ.
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