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CHRIST IN THE TABERNACLE (PART 6) 

Enter through Christ the Door 

Text: Exodus 27:9-21 

Introduction:  

1. In our last lesson, we explored the inner and outer veil and the brazen altar 
and how they depict our Lord Jesus. 

2. In this message, we will focus our attention on the outer court, the gate and 
the oil for the tabernacle. We will particularly emphasise the truth of Christ 
being the door.  
 

I. THE COURT OF THE TABERNACLE (VS. 9-19) 
A. The Structure of the Court 

1. The Measurements 
a. It was 100 cubits (45.7m or 150 feet) long by 50 cubits (22.9m or 

75 feet) wide, so a rectangular shape. That means the whole 
area inside the outer fence was approx.. 1,046 m2. To put that 
in perspective a standard basketball court is 420 square meters. 
It is less than an Olympic swimming pool in size (1,250 m²). 

b. The curtain walls of the court were five cubits (2.3m or 7.5 feet) 
high (Ex. 27:18) so similar to the typical door height in a home. 
This means that most would not be able to see over it.  

2. The Materials – the perimeter fence was made up of the following 
elements: 
a. Fine twined linen curtains – The curtains hung on pillars. These 

picture Christ’s perfect righteousness and the hangings of the 
court stands for that measure of righteousness which God 
demands of any who would, in his own righteousness, 
approach.  

b. Posts - The Tabernacle's outer court had 60 posts in total, with 
20 on each of the two long sides (north and south), 10 on the 
west side, and a total of 10 for the east side gate (three on each 
side and four for the main gate).  

c. Sockets – the sockets were of brass. The brass is symbolic of 
the divine righteousness in judgment. Christ bore the wrath of 
God against sin on our behalf and perfectly satisfied God’s just 
and holy demands.  

d. Hooks & Fillets – the hooks were for holding the fabric panels in 
place, and the fillets were joining rods (See also Vs. 17). 
According to Strong’s Concordance, the word ‘fillet’ means 
“attached, that is, a fence rail or rod connecting the posts or 
pillars: - fillet.” Both were made of silver. Exodus 38:17 also 
reveals that the pillars were crowned with silver capitals. As 
studied previously, silver speaks of atonement/redemption (See 
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Ex. 30:11-16; 38:25-29). What a beautiful picture! The whole 
fence was joined, held together and crowned with redemption. 
Apart from the rods and hooks, it would have collapsed. The 
atonement of Christ holds all of Christianity together.  

B. The Separation of the Court  
1. Pictures the separation between the sinner and God. Sin separates 

us from God! 
a. The height of the fence reminds us of the truth “For all have 

sinned and come short of the glory of God.” (Rom. 3:23). Man 
is unable to rise up to God’s holy standard. 

b. The presence of the fence reminds us that in our depraved, 
sinful state, we are separated from a Holy God. Isaiah 59:1-2 
“Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; 
neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities 
have separated between you and your God, and your sins have 
hid his face from you, that he will not hear.” 

c. The sockets of brass remind us of judgment. Man is not only 
shut out from God’s presence because of his sin, he is under 
God’s judgment. If he does not receive Christ as Saviour, he will 
bear his own judgment forever. 

d. The white, fine twined linen reminds us of the indescribable, 
perfect Righteousness of Christ. At the same time, the flashes of 
silver remind us that God is also a God of grace who holds out 
the hope of redemption to us.  

2. Pictures the principle of separation between God’s house and the 
world.  
a. This fence of righteousness was provided a line of separation 

between the house of God and the world. The church must seek 
to reach the world and at the same time maintain separation and 
distinction from the world. Holy standards in doctrine and 
practice are needed as a fence of protection from a wicked 
world.  Purity is to be maintained in God’s house. The door is 
open wide but the fence is high for a reason! 

b. We are to combine compassion with carefulness, soul-
winning with separation.  Jude 1:22 “And of some have 
compassion, making a difference: And others save with fear, 
pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by 
the flesh.” 

c. “The Tabernacle was the House of Worship for the Jews. For 
us, it is the New Testament church. To the world it looks plain, 
simple and not particularly attractive. Only after the sinner 
repents and trusts Christ and is born again does he see the 
church in the right light so that it becomes a wonderful thing to 
attend the house of God and to associate with God’s people. 
Contemporary churches attempt to remove the natural barrier 
between the Spirit and the flesh, Christ and the world, by 
adapting elements from the world that will excite and impress 
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unregenerate people, but by so doing they corrupt the holy 
things of God and become the enemies of God.” (D. Cloud) 

C. The Security of the Court 
1. For the one who made the decision to step inside the gate, he 

would find himself in a place of safety & security. Once the 
worshipper took the step through the door, the fence that once 
excluded him, now included him. That which used to separate him, 
now secures him. The linen curtain that once shut him out now 
shuts him in; he stands in grace, and righteousness is on his side. 

2. A person standing in the midst of the court, cleansed by the blood 
of the altar, and surrounded by the white walls signifies the 
believer’s security. The very righteousness of Christ has been put to 
his account. 

 
II. THE GATE OF THE TABERNACLE (VS. 14, 16) 

A. The Exclusivity of the Door 
1. This was the only door to atonement for sin, the only place of 

access to reconciliation with God. This points to Christ as the only 
approach to God. 

2. John 10:7, 9 “Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, I am the door of the sheep… I am the door: by me if any 
man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find 
pasture.” 

3. John 14:6  
4. Acts 4:12 
5. 1 Timothy 2:5  
6. Warning! Beware of false doors that have hell rather than heaven 

on the other side of them. 
a. The door of works salvation – this is the door offered by all man 

made religion irrespective of its various labels.  
b. The door of human philosophy – atheism, humanism, self help, 

new age etc… 
B. The Attractiveness of the Door 

1. The three, dominant colours of the Tabernacle were woven into the 
door hanging. This multicoloured gate would stand out. There coud 
be no mistaking it. The colours of the gate were in contrast to the 
white linen which marked the surrounding the court. As studied 
previously, these colours set forth the loveliness and glories of 
Christ’s Person and work – in particular His heavenly origin, 
Royalty, Deity and blood sacrifice.  

2. The door of the Tabernacle faced East. The tribe of Judah was 
encamped on the East of the Tabernacle which is fitting since Christ 
came of the line of Judah. The sun also rises from the East so you 
can imagine how the early morning rays would light up this 
beautiful, fabric door.  

3. “The beams of the rising sun would thus fall first upon the gate, 
revealing its colours, and showing the way of approach to God. 



Come out for God – Exodus Series 
 

4 
 

There was no back or side entrance: he who entered it must do so 
in the light…The light makes manifest what man is. The sinner must 
be exposed before he can be saved: he must enter God’s 
appointed gate in the full consciousness that he is a sinner; there 
must be no shirking of the light, no covering or hiding of his state.” 
(John Ritchie) 

4. Christ draws and woos us to Himself. The Spirit shows us the 
wondrous beauty of His Person and work. Think of your salvation. 
What was it ultimately that drew you? You were attracted to Christ 
and His grace gift of salvation.  

5. John 12:32 “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men unto me.” 

6. Song 5:16 “His mouth is most sweet: yea, he is altogether lovely. 
This is my beloved, and this is my friend, O daughters of 
Jerusalem.” 

C. The Accessibility of the Door  
1. The door/gate was 20 cubits wide (11.2m or 37ft), thus providing a 

generous space for access to the altar of sacrifice. It speaks of the 
availability of salvation to all who will enter by faith. This gate was 
inviting. The message it conveyed was “whosoever will let him 
come”. The gate was for all! None were excluded from entering in to 
the place of atonement.  

2. Romans 10:13 “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.” 

3. 2 Pet. 3:9 “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some 
men count slackness; but is longsuffering to 
usward, not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance.” 

4. 1 Tim. 2:4 “Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth. 

5. Rev. 22:17 “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him 
that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst 
come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.” 

6. Will you take that simple step today and come to God through 
Christ the door? The door presents you with a decision. Will you 
take the step and go through or turn away? The seriousness 
and importance of this decision cannot be overstated. Your 
decision in relation to Christ determines your eternal destiny. It 
is a choice between eternal life or eternal death, between 
heaven or hell.  
 

III. THE OIL FOR THE TABERNACLE (VS. 20-21) 
A. The Purity of the Oil 

1. The oil was to be pure. 
2. The oil was produced by beating. 
3. The oil would fuel the Tabernacle Candlestick 



Come out for God – Exodus Series 
 

5 
 

B. The Picture of the Oil 
1. The oil was beaten, reminding us of the sufferings of Christ who 

was beaten for our salvation. We see Christ pressed in 
Gethsemane before He went to Christ.  

2. The oil produced the light in the Tabernacle reminding us of the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit in illuminating Christ (Zec. 4:6). 

3. The oil was pure, pointing to the purity of the Spirit. He is called the 
Holy Spirit and what He produces is holy and pure.  

4. The oil flowing through the lampstand, causing it to shine brightly, 
reminds us of the necessity of the Spirit’s power for the church. The 
Holy Spirit is the One who empowers the church’s witness in a dark 
world (Rev. 1:12, 20, 2:1). Without the Spirit’s power, we will not 
shine brightly as a church. Let us be careful not to grieve Him! 
 

Conclusion:  
1. Today you stand at the door of decision. Will you choose Christ?  
2. If you are already saved, are you 


