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Beloved in the Lord Jesus: The last time you saw the wonder and beauty of worship.  
 
You learned you worship Covenant God, Yahweh.  
 
You worship Yahweh in his special place – the tabernacle – ordinary looking, but 
representing Jesus.  
 
And you learned worship Yahweh was lovely – the most beautiful thing in the world.   
 
Well, think about it!  If you have this most wonderful thing, what is the next logical step? 
 
The next logical step is to long for it!  And that’s what the Psalmist David did!   
 
This is what you will hear about today. 
 
Our headings are: 
Internal Longing 
External Longing 
Illustrative Longing 
 
Our goals are: That knowing what happens in worship – how you get grace and how you 
are to give glory to God – you will pine to be here, to join with brothers and sisters, to 
worship your Creator and Savior. 
 

Internal Longing  
2  My soul longs, yes, even faints For the courts of the LORD… 

1. The Psalmist David gives a deep and strong cry in his soul to be in the courts of God. 
 

David had prepared the way for the tabernacle, but now he was driven away, so he 
ached for worship. 
 
“Longs,” which is often used to represent the most intimate human desires, is used 
to represent a desire for God as there is nothing stronger.  He had an intense desire 
for worship.  
 
Look at another example of how this word is used. 
 

Psalm 17: 12  As a lion is eager to tear his prey, And like a young lion 
lurking in secret places. 
 



 David had longed for the waters of Bethlehem when he ran from Saul, but now he  
longs for something deeper – the water of God for his thirsty soul – a nourishment 
he could only get in the courts of God… the spiritual Bethlehem. 

 
2. The Psalmist David even thinks he might faint because his desire for the Lord’s 

House is so strong! 
 
 “Fainting” is what happens when you are consumed by a strong feeling that 

overwhelms your body that it shuts down!   
 
3. The court is where God is- where great wonders and essential things are done for 

God’s people! 
 
 In the house of God there is provision, guidance, prayers, and the forgiveness of sins 

through the blood atonement that took place there.  
 

So you see why he pants – pines – longs…for it. 
 

Psalms 42:1 To the Chief Musician. A Contemplation of the sons of 
Korah. » As the deer pants for the water brooks, So pants my soul for 
You, O God. 
 
Psalms 63:1 A Psalm of David when he was in the wilderness of 
Judah. » O God, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts 
for You; My flesh longs for You In a dry and thirsty land Where there 
is no water. 

 
4. And again, notice how “courts” is in plural. 
 
 The plural noun was used to show the greatness of the place by virtue of what was 

taking place. 
 
5. Remember it is the Covenant God – Yahweh- he wants to be next to, not just the 

tabernacle. 
 Other gods can be scary, or weak – and are even dominated by other gods, but 

Yahweh, all-powerful God, loved him. So David wants to be near.  
 
Moreover, David isn’t focused on the signs and ceremonies, but what the signs and 
ceremonies meant.  

 
Yahweh provided for him there.  

 



He focuses on the Father, represented by the menorah, who gave him guidance, he 
focuses on the Son, represented by the Table of Shewbread, who gave him 
nourishment, and he focuses on the Spirit, represented by the Table of Incense, who 
prayed on his behalf. 
 

6. Lessons: 
 a.  Jesus said he is going to prepare a place for you…heaven.  
 

It is a most remarkable place with eternal peace and joy!  
 
Long to be there!  
 
There you will worship in purity. There you will be blessed. 

 
 b. Your longing must be to be with God and God’s people each Lord’s Day so you 

can grow. 
1 John 1:3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that 
you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is 
with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 
 

 The Word and Sacraments, and the fellowship of believers are meaningless unless 
you are meeting with God.  Immanuel!  

 
Do you long for this? 

 

External Longing 
2…My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.  

1. David then expresses aloud the deep longing to be in the presence of the Lord and 
enjoy his benefits. 

 
In Psalm 1 David warns others to stay away from the tents of the wicked, but he 
shows the contrast here – a place where he cries out aloud for the tent of God.  
 
He wants people to go there! 
 
You could even use the word “coveting” as a synonym for this strong longing. 
Look again… 

Psalms 63:1…My soul thirsts for You…in a dry and thirsty land where 
there is no water. 

 
2. Look at an illustration of Rachel crying for the desire for children, illustrating this 

deep longing of her soul. 



Genesis 30:1  Now when Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no children, 
Rachel envied her sister, and said to Jacob, "Give me children, or 
else I die!" 
 

 If she could not have children, she would have rather died! Such was her intense 
longing.  

 
 So was the Psalmist David’s desire to be in the tabernacle of God…even near it. 
 
3. Lessons: 
 a. Have you ever heard someone in your home loudly saying on a Sunday 

morning, “I can’t wait to get to church today to meet with God and his people?”   
 

It should be not only in our heart, but on your lips.  
 
Start singing when you wake up!   
 
Turn on some Gospel music.  
 
Get in the mood for worship!   
 
Say something encouraging to someone in your house so they are prepared.  
 
This is work, but good work.  
 
Don’t hurt the mood by saying something foolish! 

 
 b. When someone says, “Let’s go to the Santa Clause parade,” shake your head 

and say, “No, way!  
 

Today I am going to the house of God to be fed.”   
 
Nothing should come in the way of worship, nothing! 

 
 c. Worship is a like a ladder that leads you to God.  Long for it.  
 

Now let’s look at a better illustration. 
 

Illustrative Longing 
3  Even the sparrow has found a home, And the swallow a nest for 
herself, where she may lay her young — Even Your altars, O LORD 
of hosts, My King and my God. 



1. The sparrow and the swallow, 2 common birds, knew instinctively the benefits of 
making their nests in the house of God. 

 
 God taught these birds to build houses and they chose to build in the tabernacle. 
 
 They would usually build their nests above the windows – even in the temple.  
 

They were safe there (from dangerous boys) and could raise their young there – and 
go back the next season. 

 
 They even went close to the altars, not fearing death as other animals were 

sacrificed there. 
 
 It is almost like the Psalmist David is envious of the birds who could be that close 

while he was running. 
 
 Yes, David might have found some comfortable place to hide from his son Absolom 

or from Saul, but no place brought greater comfort than being able to worship at 
the tabernacle… 

 
2. Following up on the illustration: Why would men want to build their nests in the 

tabernacle? 
 Men want their nests there because they want their young to be close the altar of 

God – a place where there was forgiveness of sins through the shedding of blood.  
 

Animals died for them to keep them safe. 
 

Men want to be where God was.  
 
Men were made in the image of God and communed with God before the fall. Now 
there is restoration.  
 
It was a place of privilege.   

 
3. And for good measure, David highlights that God was Lord of the Angelic Hosts, 

hosts who join him in worshiping his personal King and God. 
 
 But alas, you get the sense of his banishment from the kingdom as some kings did to 

disloyal subjects!  
 

The birds could be close to God, but he wasn’t. 
 



4. Lessons: 
 a.  Do not think church is the only place where God is.   
 

He is with you in the darkest nights, when you are alone and crying…when you 
lose your job…when your marriage falls apart…and when you are sick and dying. 

 
Isaiah 66:1 Thus says the LORD: "Heaven is My throne, And earth is 
My footstool. Where is the house that you will build Me? And where is 
the place of My rest? 2  For all those things My hand has made, And all 
those things exist," Says the LORD. "But on this one will I look: On him 
who is poor and of a contrite spirit, And who trembles at My word. 
 

 In fact, you are the temple of God, wherever you are. God is everywhere. 
 
 b. But there is a special place where God’s people gather to worship – that place is 

here!   
 

Don’t miss the nourishment, encouragement, and security you get from being here. 
Jesus is here with you. 

 
 c. This is the place the world should be, so tell them so they come and find rest. 
 

Isaiah 62: 1 For Zion’s sake I will not hold My peace, And for 
Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, Until her righteousness goes forth 
as brightness, And her salvation as a lamp that burns. 2  The 
Gentiles shall see your righteousness, And all kings your glory. You 
shall be called by a new name, Which the mouth of the LORD will 
name.  
 

 Even small insignificant people – of every tribe, nation, and tongue- of every 
economic or racial class- are welcome to this heavenly communion.   

 
Don’t ever feel like you are not important to God. 

 
 d. Do you feel bad, even jealous, when others can come to worship and you are not 

able to do so? 
 
 e. In the worship of God is where you want to have and raise your children. Here 

is the food they need. 
 

Conclusion: 
David had a deep longing in his heart to be able to be at the tabernacle to worship God.  



The longing was even outward–and people heard it. He then illustrated his longing, even 
being jealous of the birds that lived there. 
 
Beloved in the Lord Jesus: 
1. Are you longing for worship, longing for the water of life that comes to you each 
Sunday?  
 
Does you family hear you getting ready for worship?  
 
Do you sing songs in preparation?  
 
Do you say, “I can’t wait to worship?” 
 
2. You will long for worship because your heart has been changed by the Spirit of God 
working through the Word of God.   
 
You know Jesus lived and died for you and you want to be with him and his children. 
 
3. Don’t you want to bring others in so they can join in worship too and enjoy the Lord 
and all his benefits – and bring glory to him?   
 
This is what God expects from his saved children. 
 
Finally:  Jesus had to leave heaven and live and die for you so you could have access to the 
tabernacle of God.  
 
Do you want access?   
 
It is available for free.  
 
That is where you are nourished and kept…waiting for that eternal tabernacle in heaven. 
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