Our Allegiance

The sermon centers on the transformative power of God's grace and the necessity of wholehearted
allegiance to Jesus Christ, drawing from 1 Corinthians 1 and Revelation 17 to emphasize that true
salvation involves not only being made safe with God through Christ's sacrifice but also being made
safe for God's service. It warns against spiritual stagnation caused by self-centeredness and carnal
thinking, illustrating how believers can become divided and ineffective when they prioritize personal
opinions over unified judgment in Christ. The preacher underscores that authentic faith is marked
by a life enriched by God's grace—evidenced in spiritual communication, understanding, and
readiness for Christ’s return—while cautioning that failure to maintain this alignment leads to
discipline and spiritual decline. By contrasting the world's future allegiance to the Antichrist with the
believer’s call to surrender all to Jesus, the message calls for repentance, renewed focus on Christ,
and a radical commitment to live not for self but for the Lord who has made us whole.

1 Corinthians 1:1-10; Revelation 17:13-17

Let's explore these truths:

Well glory be, amen. Amen and amen.

Thank you, brother, for speaking the Name of Jesus tonight. Thank you, Brother Keith, for letting me
stand in the gap in your pulpit and share with your people. We sure appreciate you, your bride, and
this church. It's good to see familiar faces. We've been up in Lewin preaching recently and | see
some of those folks here tonight. It's just a treat to have each of you here. Amen.

I've got a dear brother here, Brother Chris Ryals. His family is with us at Briggs Chapel. He lives over
in Union, teaches at the college, he's a surveyor, a husband, a daddy, and a preacher of the gospel.
He's filled in for me at Briggs Chapel quite a few times. He'll be a good resource for you as well,
amen. But it's hard to pass up having your own hometown pastor right here, amen? When you're
out, he can step right in. Amen and amen. To God be the glory.

Opening - Turn to the Word
Take the revelation you brought with you tonight and turn to 1 Corinthians chapter 1.
If you didn't bring your sword, your treasure chest, reach up there in the pew and grab one. Or if

you're in modern times with a phone or tablet, find you a Bible app and walk with us in the Scripture.
It's important you see it for yourself. We will use the Word. | believe the Word. | trust the Word. |



believe it is the living Word of God, amen.

And this week my burden is this:

We need to be rooted.

Rooted in the incarnate Word - that's Jesus.

Rooted in the inspired Word - that's the Scriptures.

And rooted in the indestructible, living letters of the Word - that's one another, the body of Christ.

You cannot abide in Jesus while being disconnected from His body. To stay connected to Jesus, we
stay connected to His people. So I'm glad you're here tonight, amen?

|. A Good God - and a Serious Problem

Now it wasn't too many years ago that if somebody said, “Turn to 1 Corinthians,” I'd have had to go
to the index. | didn't even know there was a book called 1 Corinthians. | didn’t know the hymns,
didn’t know the church songs, | wasn't raised in church. But Jesus decided to interrupt my life,
invade me with His grace, and put me around people who taught me and equipped me, and He gave
me His Book.

We sang earlier about the goodness of God. Isn't that wonderful? But let me tell you something you
may not have thought about:

Because God is good, that is both the sweetest and the scariest truth in all the world.

If God is good — and He is — then He must deal with what is not good.
And sin is not good.

Self-centered living is not good.

My heart, by nature, is not good.

We don't just do bad things; we are sinners in Adam. Bent crooked. Bent inward. We come into this
world thinking, "Me first."

You take a precious little baby — they're sweet and cute — but you take that pen and pad away from
that three-year-old, and you'll see real quick, there's something bent in all of us. You take away the

toy, you take away the treat, and that little nature shows up.

And you know what happens? Our pacifiers just get more expensive.



From the bottle to the doll...

from the tricycle to the four-wheeler...

from the BB gun to the high-powered rifle...

from the little crush to "l gotta have this man” or "l gotta have this woman"...

from the bicycle to the truck, the boat, the hunting club, the bigger house, the next relationship...

Self-centered living is costly.
It'll cost you more than you ever imagined.

And because God is good, He must deal with our sin. That means, listen to me, if you're lost tonight,
your biggest problem is not the devil, not the world, not your neighbor. Your biggest problem is that
you are unsafe with a holy God.

But here's the shout: this good God has provided one answer.
Only one.
His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

II. God's Exclusive Answer — Jesus Our Substitute

God's goodness demanded that sin be dealt with. So what did He do?

He sent Jesus - the incarnate Word.
God came down, clothed Himself in flesh, and lived the life we could not live.
He condemned sin in His flesh.

Jesus always said no to the flesh and yes to His Father.
He never sinned.
He fulfilled all righteousness.

He then died the death we could not die — bearing the wrath of God, paying the penalty for our sin -
so that the death He died would qualify us to receive the life He lived, when we put our trust in Him.
Amen?

So now, through Jesus:
God reconciles us to Himself — makes us safe with Him.
And then He begins to make us safe to serve Him.



Salvation is God's salvaging work. We were headed to ruin, bent inward, self-centered to the core.
But by His grace and mercy, He rescues, restores, and repurposes us.

Life is no longer "about me.”
Life becomes about speaking the Name of Jesus, living for Him, giving Him our allegiance.

[ll. Chastening or Bearing Fruit — Carnal vs. Spiritual

Now, 1 Corinthians is a letter to a church that has been salvaged, but they're not walking like it.
They are safe in Christ, but they are not safe to be used the way God desires. They were living
carnal, flesh-driven lives.

Paul says they are babes in Christ.
Carnal.

A carnal believer is somebody who belongs to Jesus, but is leaning on the flesh — on the old
patterns, the old attitudes. You still have a flesh nature; | still have one; your pastor still has one.
How many of you let the “old man"” out of the grave sometimes? Somebody cuts you off in traffic,
somebody smart-mouths you in the store, and that old, rotten, stinking man wants to come alive.

When we lean into the flesh, it shows. We get trouble in the home, division in the church, strife
among the brethren. "I've got my way, you've got your way, I'm digging in, you're digging in” — and
the mission of God gets stalled. That's carnality.

But when we walk spiritually, we lean into the Spirit. We let the Spirit lead, govern, check, and
correct us. Galatians 5 says if we walk in the Spirit, we do not have to fulfill the lust of the flesh. The
flesh still initiates things, but we don’t have to finish what it starts.

It's like Grandma with that pie. You're diabetic, you're watching your sugar, and Grandma sets that
hot pie and ice cream in front of you. The temptation is real. But you still have a choice. The flesh
offers it; you don’t have to eat it.

Jesus, in His earthly life, always said no to the flesh and yes to the Father. That's what it means that
He condemned sin in the flesh. If we're gonna walk in the Spirit, we keep our eyes on Jesus.

"What did Jesus do?”
"How did Jesus respond?”



He said, "l only do what | see My Father doing.” So when the flesh rises up, we look away from self
and look unto Jesus. “Lord, I'm gonna lean into You right here.”

IV. The Call to One Voice, One Vision, One Verdict

Now look at 1 Corinthians 1:10.

“Now | beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same
thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the
same mind and in the same judgment.”

Paul says, "Church, I'm begging you: | want you to have one voice, one vision, one verdict."
Speak the same thing — one voice.
Be perfectly joined in the same mind — one vision.
Be of the same judgment — one verdict, one allegiance.

The problem at Corinth was this: their allegiance was fractured. “I'm of Paul... I'm of Apollos... I'm of
Cephas... I'm of Christ." They had turned preachers into brands and preferences into walls, and
instead of giving all to Jesus, they were giving themselves to personalities and flesh.

Paul says, "Was | crucified for you? Did Apollos die for you? Were you baptized in my name?" No!
Jesus alone was crucified for us. Jesus alone rose from the grave. Jesus alone is worthy of full
allegiance.

V. A Negative Picture — One Verdict for the Beast

Now flip with me to Revelation 17. | want to show you this word “judgment / mind” from the negative
side.

Verse 13:

“These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.”

That phrase "one mind” is the same idea as “same judgment” back in 1 Corinthians 1:10. It means
one verdict, one will, one settled agreement.

In a future day, this world — all those who receive the mark of the beast — will:
Have one mind,



Give their power, strength, and kingdom to the beast,
Give full allegiance to the Antichrist.

Verse 14:

"These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them..."

They will be united, but they'll be united against Jesus. One voice. One vision. One verdict. One
allegiance - all poured into the Antichrist.

But the Lamb will overcome them. He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with Him are
called, chosen, and faithful. Amen.

Verse 17 says something shocking:

“For God hath put in their hearts to fulfill his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the
beast..”

God will sovereignly allow their hard hearts to come together in one, doomed allegiance to the beast
so that His Word is fulfilled.

Now hear the application:

If God can put it in the heart of a lost world, in a coming day, to give all they've got to the beast...
Don’t you think He can put it in the heart of His people, tonight, to give all we've got to Jesus?
That's what allegiance is.

One judgment.

One verdict.

“My life belongs entirely to Christ.”

VI. Enriched by Grace — No Excuse to Hold Back

Go back with me to 1 Corinthians 1:4-7.

“I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ;
That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge...



So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Paul says, “"Church, | thank God for the grace He's given you. He has enriched you."

That word "enriched” is strong. Let me illustrate.

Bread Pudding lllustration
We had a big fellowship at Briggs Chapel. | had some old hot dog buns left from a fall festival. They
were dry, stale — not moldy, but you wouldn’t want a hot dog on them.

But | didn't throw them away. | enriched them.

| poured in some white sugar, some brown sugar, melted butter, vanilla, whipping cream, half-and-
half, cinnamon, nutmeg, a few white chocolate chips. Let it all soak down in those dry buns, then
baked it.

When it came out, | made a sauce with more butter and cream, poured it over the top. Brother, it
was diabetes in a pan, but it was good. | brought home an empty pan.

What happened? Those dry, unwanted buns got enriched. Something was added that they did not
have in themselves, and suddenly everybody wanted a piece.

Pork Chop lllustration

Same with those cheap bone-in pork chops. Tough-looking, not much to them. But | marinated
them, then set them in hickory smoke, then over hot coals with white barbecue sauce, charring that
fat till it sizzled. Stephanie was gnawing on the bone like a savage. Why? They were enriched.

Old dry cornbread... enriched with broth and seasoning... comes out as chicken dressing. Enriched.
Paul says that's what God did with you.
You were like those dry buns, those rough pork chops, that stale cornbread. But in Christ:

He enriched you in all utterance — you can communicate the gospel.

He enriched you in all knowledge — you can comprehend His truth.

He enriched you so you lack no gift while you wait for Jesus to come.

So if we're living stunted, half-hearted, always offended, always stuck in the past... that's not
because God didn’'t do enough. That's because we're leaning on the flesh instead of the Spirit.



We're not giving Him our allegiance.

VIl. Confirmed in You — Not Just To You

Verse 6 is vital:

“Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you..."

Not just to you - in you.

It's the difference between a tornado watch and a tornado warning. A watch means conditions are
favorable. A warning means somebody has confirmed it — radar has seen it, eyes have laid hold of it.

Paul says, "Just as surely as the evidence of Christ has been confirmed in you, you have been
enriched.”

Don't settle for a gospel merely preached to you.
Don't settle for a message on repentance you simply heard about.

You need the life of Jesus in you.

You need the Holy Ghost in you.

You need the testimony of Christ confirmed in you.

When that is real, you are enriched, and you and | have no excuse not to give Him our allegiance.
VIIl. Our Allegiance — One by One, Heart by Heart

Church, here's where it lands tonight:

A world is coming that will give all its allegiance to the beast.
But right now, God is calling a people who will give all their allegiance to the Lamb.

Not half.
Not leftover.
Not “if | have time, if | feel like it, if others do first.”

All.



Many of the problems in our homes, our churches, and our hearts come down to this simple issue:
Jesus does not yet have our full allegiance.

We're still fighting for our rights instead of seeking to be made right with God.

We're still measuring ourselves by the coldness of the person on the pew next to us.

We're still letting the climate of the culture dictate our temperature instead of letting the fire of the
Holy Spirit set the thermostat.

Brother, sister — you will not answer for the person beside you.
You will not answer for the one in front of you or behind you.

You will answer for you.

So don't let their lukewarmness be your excuse.
Don't let their compromise be your permission slip.
Don’t let their silence be your reason not to speak.

If God can put it in the hearts of a lost world to give everything to the beast, He can put it in your
heart tonight to give everything to Jesus.

Invitation — Do Business with Jesus

So here's the question of the hour:

Where is your allegiance?

If you've never been saved, you are unsafe with a good and holy God. But He has given an
answer for your sin — His Son, Jesus. Tonight you can turn from yourself, trust His finished work on
the cross and His resurrection, and bow your heart in allegiance to the King of kings.

If you know you're His, but you've been walking carnal, leaning on the flesh, living
offended, divided, drifting — He's enriched you with everything you need, but you've been canceling
it out by your choices. Tonight you can repent — metanoia — let His message change how you think
about Him and about your life, and turn back in fresh allegiance.

You're not coming forward to impress anybody.
You're coming because you want Jesus.

You want all of Him, and you want Him to have all of you.

I'm going to ask you to stand.



Brother Brad's going to come. Brother Keith's going to come. We'll be here to help you in any way
we can.

But more than anything, I'm asking you — do business with Jesus.

Father, we bless You and we thank You.
You are a good God, and because You are good, You must deal with what is not good in us.
Thank You that You have given Your Son as the answer for our sin.

Tonight, Lord, would You draw Your net?

Speak life by Your Spirit into those who are lost, that they might trust Jesus.

Stir Your people who have grown carnal, stunted, distracted, that they might give fresh allegiance to
Christ.

Put it in our hearts, O God, to give all we are and all we have to Jesus.
Make us a people of one voice, one vision, one verdict -
Our allegiance belongs to the Lamb.

We trust You to work now, in Jesus' Name.
Amen.



