
BEING AVAILABLE

The sermon centers on the transformative power of trusting Jesus Christ, emphasizing that 
salvation is not found in human effort or religious rituals, but in placing full confidence in Christ’s 
finished work on the cross. It draws from key biblical narratives—Noah’s faith, the manna in the 
wilderness, and Jeremiah’s imprisonment—to illustrate that true faith involves surrendering one’s 
life to God’s authority, even when it defies logic or cultural norms. The message underscores that 
the blood of Christ is applied not through ritual, but through a life of obedience, testimony, and 
trust, where believers no longer love their lives even unto death. This trust results in a spiritual 
rebirth, replacing a heart of stone with a heart of flesh, enabling sensitivity to God’s voice and 
empowering believers to live as new creations. Ultimately, the sermon calls listeners to abandon 
self-reliance, embrace the 'meanwhile' of God’s unseen work, and boldly proclaim a gospel they 
cannot live without the Holy Spirit’s power, trusting that Jesus is the only standard by which all will 
be judged and the only source of true transformation.

Glory be, let’s jump in:

Availability…

And all God’s people said amen and amen!
Nothing but the blood — amen? Nothing but the blood!

Revelation 12:11 declares that “they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of 
their testimony, and they loved not their lives unto the death.”
That’s how the victory comes — by the blood applied, by the testimony aligned, and by a life 
surrendered!

You can’t overcome the dragon by casual Christianity. You can’t overcome darkness with 
convenience. You can’t overcome the enemy by being occasionally faithful. You overcome when the 
blood is applied, the testimony is alive, and the life is available — available to the purposes of God, 
available to the calling of God, available to the movement of God.

Somebody shout available!

1. GOD SPEAKS… BUT ONLY AVAILABLE HEARTS HEAR HIM

Hebrews 1 tells us that God spoke —



Spoke in sundry times, through prophets, visions, voices, warnings, judgments —
But in these last days He has spoken to us through His Son.

And the Scripture says that the Father appointed Jesus heir of all things.
Everything pure, everything holy, everything righteous, everything eternal, everything glorious —
He inherited it all.

Why?
Because He obeyed it all. And all our filth, ugliness, sin, and wickedness was placed on Him. 
He surrendered it all.
He trusted completely, fully, perfectly… all the way to the cross.

And beloved…
if the Son of God Himself had to be AVAILABLE to the Father,
how much more must we be available to Him?

2. JESUS TOOK OUR UGLINESS SO WE COULD RECEIVE HIS BEAUTY

The Bible says everything filthy, unholy, impure, rebellious, broken, sinful —
God placed it on Jesus at Calvary.

You talk about ugly?
I’m ugly without Jesus.
You’re ugly without Jesus.
Humanity is ugly without Jesus.

But because He took our ugliness,
because He bore our shame,
because He carried our iniquity —
God can now declare the ungodly righteous,
the guilty innocent,
the dead alive,
the unavailable usable,
the broken beautiful.

And what does He ask in return?

Not perfection.



Not performance.
Not power.

He asks for availability.

“Here I am, Lord — take me. Use me. Lead me. Move me.”

3. MAN SHALL NOT LIVE BY BREAD ALONE — BUT BY AVAILABILITY TO HIS WORD

Israel learned this in the wilderness.

God fed them manna — “what is this?”
But the manna wasn’t the message — the Word was the message.

God said,
“Gather what I say.
Trust Me for tomorrow.
Don’t hoard.
Don’t panic.
Don’t strategize past My instructions.”

Why?

Because what God says about a thing is always more important than the thing itself.

So hear me:

What God says about your life… is more important than your life.
What God says about your marriage… is more important than your marriage.
What God says about your calling… is more important than the calling.
What God says about your assignment… is more important than the assignment.

Availability begins when we take God at His Word.

4. NOAH WAS AVAILABLE — AND HIS AVAILABILITY SAVED HIS FAMILY

You know the story.
The world was wicked…



Noah preached…
Nobody listened…
Judgment was coming…
And still, Noah built.

Why?
Because Noah was available.

He built an ark with no sails — he couldn’t power it.
With no rudder — he couldn’t steer it.
With no anchors — he couldn’t stop it.

Noah stepped in that ark fully surrendered to the mercy of God.

Beloved, that’s availability.
Not “Lord, take me where I want to go.”
But “Lord, carry me wherever You want to carry me.”

You don’t get in the ark and tell God how to steer.
You don’t get in the kingdom and tell Jesus where you’re willing to go.
You don’t get saved and negotiate assignments.

Availability says:
“Lord, I am Yours — take me anywhere. Use me anyhow. Spend me anyway.”

5. THE CROSS IS THE ONLY JUDGMENT THAT CHANGES ANYONE

Judgment in Noah’s day didn’t change humanity.
Judgment in hell won’t change humanity.
Judgment on the wicked never transforms wickedness.

Only Calvary changes the heart. Only Christ makes men new.

And God doesn’t save you to sit you…
He saves you to send you.

He doesn’t redeem you to reserve you…
He redeems you to release you.



He doesn’t forgive you to freeze you…
He forgives you to fill you and flow through you.

A saved child of God becomes a sent child of God.
Availability is the evidence of salvation.

6. CAIN BROUGHT AN OFFERING — BUT HE DIDN’T BRING AVAILABILITY

God accepted Abel because God accepted Abel’s heart.
Cain wanted applause without availability.
He wanted blessing without surrender.
He wanted acceptance without obedience.

And God told him:
“If YOU will be acceptable, I will accept what you bring.”

Availability always comes before ability.
God isn’t looking for talented men.
God isn’t looking for gifted women.
God is looking for available hearts.

7. FROM HEART OF STONE TO HEART OF FLESH — AVAILABILITY IS A MIRACLE

Brother James stood up here — he flinched when the light came.
He’d jerk back if a flame touched him — because flesh is sensitive.

But a stone?
A dead stone won’t flinch.
Won’t cry.
Won’t feel.
Won’t respond.

That was us.

But Ezekiel said God removes the heart of stone
and gives a heart of flesh —
a heart that can FEEL conviction,



HEAR truth,
FOLLOW Christ,
and RESPOND to the call.

And the very first response of a new heart is this:

“Lord Jesus… I’m AVAILABLE.”

8. AVAILABILITY REQUIRES TRUST — NO TRUST, NO AVAILABILITY

Noah trusted.
Abraham trusted.
Jeremiah trusted.
Jesus trusted.

And trust always leads to availability.

You can’t follow a God you don’t trust.
You can’t surrender to a Lord you don’t trust.
You can’t be available to a King you don’t trust.

But when you trust Him — oh, when you trust Him —
there’s nothing you won’t give Him,
nowhere you won’t go for Him,
nothing you won’t lay down for Him.

9. JEREMIAH AND EBED-MELECH — A STORY OF AVAILABILITY AND MEANWHILE MERCY

Jeremiah preached truth…
They threw him in the pit…
Left him in filth…
Left him to die…

But God had a man — an Ethiopian eunuch — named Ebed-Melech,
who was AVAILABLE.

He wasn’t a preacher.
He wasn’t a prophet.



He wasn’t a priest.
He wasn’t famous.
He wasn’t powerful.

But he was AVAILABLE.

And God said,
“Go pull My prophet out of that pit.”

And Ebed-Melech obeyed.
Why?
Because he trusted.

But how would Jeremiah ever thank him?
How would Jeremiah ever deliver God’s word to him?

He was stuck — imprisoned.

But the Bible says in Jeremiah 39:15:

“MEANWHILE…”

Meanwhile God was speaking to the king.
Meanwhile God was moving on the general.
Meanwhile God was preparing deliverance.
Meanwhile God was working behind the scenes.

Jeremiah couldn’t see it.
Ebed-Melech didn’t know it.
But God was doing it.

Church, your availability activates God’s meanwhile.

10. SOME OF YOU NEED A “MEANWHILE” MIRACLE

Sickness in your body?
Meanwhile, God is moving.



Financial strain?
Meanwhile, God is lining up provision.

Lost family member?
Meanwhile, God is orchestrating encounters.

A calling burning in your heart?
Meanwhile, God is opening doors.

A mission bigger than your ability?
Meanwhile, God is sending help.

But hear me:

God works the MEANWHILE through the AVAILABLE.

If you’re unavailable, you won’t see the meanwhile.
If you’re unavailable, you won’t experience the miracle.
If you’re unavailable, you won’t walk in the fullness of your calling.

11. PERSONAL TESTIMONY — AVAILABILITY OPENED MY LIFE TO GOD

You told the story — 1997, Northcrest Baptist Church.
You were lost but religious.
Prayed but unchanged.
Made a decision but never surrendered.

And the Lord said:
“Give Me your life… not your memory.
Give Me your heart… not your history.
Give Me your trust… not your tradition.”

And when you surrendered —
When you became AVAILABLE —
He saved you.
He called you.
He taught you.
He established your thoughts.



He made you a preacher.
He made you a discipler.
He made you a leader.
He made you a missionary.
He made you a shepherd.

Availability turned the page.
Grace wrote the story.
Jesus signed the ending.

12. GRANDKIDS AND JESUS — WHAT WE TALK ABOUT REVEALS WHO WE’RE AVAILABLE TO

People talk about what they LOVE.
If you ask about grandkids — they’ll talk all day.
Ask about Jesus — they get nervous.

Why?

Because availability is tied to affection.
You speak of what you love.
You share what you cherish.
You testify of who you treasure.

So the question tonight is simply this:

Do you love Him enough to be available to Him?

13. THE CALL — LORD, I’M AVAILABLE

Stand with me tonight.

Father, in Jesus’ name…
Make us available.
Remove pride.
Remove fear.
Remove excuses.
Remove hesitations.
Remove stony hearts.



Give us fleshly hearts — alert, awakened, responsive, surrendered.

Lord, we want to be like Noah… stepping into the ark.
Like Jeremiah… preaching in chains.
Like Ebed-Melech… obeying without applause.
Like Jesus… saying, “Not My will, but Thine.”

Make us AVAILABLE.

AVAILABLE to go.
AVAILABLE to speak.
AVAILABLE to pray.
AVAILABLE to give.
AVAILABLE to serve.
AVAILABLE to suffer.
AVAILABLE to obey.
AVAILABLE to glorify Your name.

In Jesus’ mighty, saving, sanctifying, satisfying name — AMEN.


