
The True Value of Troubles

The message centers on the transformative power of faith rooted in divine sovereignty, emphasizing 
that true spiritual growth arises from an expanding love, discernment, and knowledge of God’s will, 
enabling believers to approve what is excellent and live without offense until Christ’s return. 
Drawing from Philippians, 2 Corinthians, Romans, and 1 Peter, it highlights how trials and afflictions, 
though temporary, are working toward an eternal weight of glory, renewing the inward man and 
deepening dependence on God’s grace. The message underscores that authentic faith is not merely 
intellectual assent but a life surrendered to Christ, marked by obedience, the sanctifying work of the 
Holy Spirit, and the blood of Jesus, which purifies and secures believers for an incorruptible 
inheritance. Ultimately, believers are called to live with confident hope, knowing that their identity 
and purpose are anchored in God’s foreknowledge, foreordination, and faithfulness, so that whether 
in life or death, Christ is magnified and God is glorified.

Take your Bible tonight and turn with me, if you would, to the book of Philippians, Philippians 1

And I want to teach on this thought tonight:

The True Value of Troubles

How — Chains, Courage, and Confidence found in Jesus and the Eternal Weight of Glory at Work in 
us — will outlast and outweigh the struggles of everyday — for the Everyday Missionary.

Or you can call it: “If Need Be, I’ll Be.”
However you want to title it, the heartbeat is this: Jesus, be magnified in my body — by life or by 
death, today, tomorrow and forever. 

INTRO – A PRAYER THAT SHAPES A LIFE

Philippians 1, verse 9. Listen to what Paul prays:

“And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and in all discernment;
that you may approve the things that are excellent,
that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ,
being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ,
to the glory and praise of God.”

Now church, that right there is a revival prayer.



If we started praying that over one another every day, we’d have something happening in our 
homes, in our churches, in our cities.

Let’s pray before we preach:

Father, in Jesus’ name, let this prayer become our prayer. Let our love abound. Open our eyes. Give 
us discernment. Make us sincere. Fill us with the fruits of righteousness that are by Jesus Christ, to 
Your glory and praise. Speak, Lord, for Your servants are listening. In Jesus’ name… Amen.

I. A PRAYER FOR ABOUNDING LOVE AND SHARP DISCERNMENT (Phil. 1:9–11)

Paul says, “This I pray…”
He’s not praying for a bigger house, a smoother path, or a softer life.
He’s praying for something eternal to be formed in God’s people.

Four big words in that prayer:
1. Abounding Love
2. Growing Knowledge
3. Real Discernment
4. Authentic Fruit

1. Abounding Love
“That your love may abound still more and more…”

He’s talking to people who already love Jesus.
But he says, “I’m praying your love won’t stay where it is.”

You know what that tells me?
A Christian who’s not growing in love is a Christian drifting toward being offensive to the work of 
God.

You say, “Brother Nick, I’m saved.” Wonderful.
But is your love abounding? Is it expanding? Is it increasing… or shrinking?

2. Growing Knowledge
“…in knowledge…”

Love without knowledge gets sentimental, sloppy, and easily deceived.



Knowledge without love gets sharp, cold, and harsh.

Paul prays, “I want your love to grow in knowledge.”
That means:

• I’m learning God’s ways.
• I’m learning what God values.
• I’m learning what God hates and what God loves.

You can’t walk in what you don’t know.
That’s why in all these letters you keep seeing the phrase:

“I want you to know.”
“I don’t want you to be ignorant.”
“We know…”

Because confidence and courage are built on what you know is true in God.

3. Real Discernment / Right Judgment
“…and in all discernment…”

Some translations say “judgment.”
That’s the ability to make a right call in a crooked world.

We are not just praying for people to feel better.
We’re praying for people to see clearer.

Discernment is when:
• You can see through the mask.
• You can see through the spin.
• You can see what God calls “excellent” versus what the world calls “impressive.”

And Paul says why this matters.

4. Approving What Is Excellent
“…that you may approve the things that are excellent…”

Same idea as Romans 12:2 – “prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”



To approve something means:
• You’ve tested it.
• You’ve weighed it.
• You’ve examined it in the light of God’s Word…
• …and you say, “This lines up with Jesus. This is excellent in God’s sight.”

If I don’t have increasing knowledge and discernment, I’ll start approving things God never 
approved, and rejecting things God calls excellent.

And listen to the fruit of this:

“…that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, being filled with the fruits of 
righteousness which are by Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of God.”

“Sincere” – without wax.
Not a clay pot covered with wax that melts when the heat gets turned up.
The real thing.

“Without offense” – not a walking contradiction to the name you claim.

And if we’re not growing in this, Paul is hinting something sobering:

If I can’t prove what is good, acceptable, and perfect,
I stand in a position where I can be offensive to the work of God.

That’s why this prayer matters.
Because if I’m walking in offense, I won’t be:

“filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ…”

The Spirit doesn’t bear lasting fruit through a life that’s stubbornly offensive to God’s will.

But when love abounds, knowledge grows, discernment sharpens…
Then you get fruit. Real fruit.
And that fruit does not point back to us.

“…which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.”



People don’t walk away saying, “What a man.”
They walk away saying, “What a Savior!”

Amen?

II. WHEN CHAINS ADVANCE THE GOSPEL (Phil. 1:12–21)

Now look at verse 12.

“But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have actually turned out 
for the furtherance of the gospel…”

Paul says, “I want you to know something.”
There it is again – know.

What things?
Prison. Chains. Injustice. Accusations. Being locked up like a troublemaker when all he’d done was 
bring light and life.

You’d think that would shut him down.
You’d think that would slow the gospel.
But the Holy Ghost says, “No sir. That advanced the gospel.”

Church, listen:
We serve a God who can take chains and turn them into a megaphone for the gospel.

We’ve seen it in our lifetime.
You take a tragedy, a death, a funeral that the enemy thinks will silence a witness — and instead, the 
gospel gets preached to people who would’ve never sat under it otherwise.

What men mean for evil, God can flip for the furtherance of the gospel.

The Palace Guard Heard
“…so that it has become evident to the whole palace guard, and to all the rest, that my chains are in 
Christ.”

They’re walking those halls saying,
“Y’all, this man ain’t what they said he was.



He’s not the troublemaker they painted him to be.
He’s a blessing.
He’s bringing light, not darkness.”

Paul wasn’t in chains for causing a riot.
He was in chains because he was sold out to Jesus.

And it spread:
• throughout the guard,
• throughout the palace,
• throughout the empire:

“This man’s chains are in Christ.”

Let me say this to you tonight:
When you belong to Jesus, your chains aren’t really Rome’s chains.
They’re Christ’s chains.
Your trial isn’t ultimately in your enemy’s hands.
It’s in your Savior’s hands.

And if He is in charge of my chains,
then He is in charge of what those chains produce.

Courage Spreads Through Chains
“And most of the brethren in the Lord, having become confident by my chains, are much more bold 
to speak the word without fear.” (v.14)

Did you catch that?
His chains didn’t just evangelize the lost…
They emboldened the brethren!

Somebody who was quiet, reserved, hesitant —
They looked at Paul and said, “If he can be faithful in prison, I can be faithful in public.”

You’ve seen that in our day too.
People who say,
“I’ve spoken more in the last two weeks than I have in my whole life…
I believed these things,



but now I feel the liberty to say them.”

That’s what Paul’s saying:
God used my chains to pull courage out of timid saints.

And I wonder, dear brother, dear sister:
• Who might God embolden through your trial?
• Who might God strengthen because you didn’t quit when it got hard?

III. WHEN MOTIVES ARE MIXED BUT CHRIST IS PREACHED (Phil. 1:15–18)

Now Paul is real. He says in verse 15:

“Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and some also from goodwill.”

You’re always going to have that mix:
• Some preach from envy and strife.
• Some preach from goodwill.

Some are sincere.
Some are hypocritical.
That’s in politics, in business, in schools, in churches — everywhere.

Hypocrites at Walmart don’t stop you from buying groceries.
Hypocrites at the base don’t stop the Navy from functioning.
So why would hypocrites in the church stop you from walking with Jesus and serving Him?

“The former preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my 
chains;
but the latter out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel.” (vv.16–17)

Some people were literally trying to make it harder on Paul by preaching, stirring things up, adding 
drama.
Others were preaching from love, standing with him.

But watch Paul’s response; this is revival-level maturity:

“What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; and in this I 



rejoice, yes, and will rejoice.” (v.18)

He’s not saying motives don’t matter.
He’s saying:

“I can’t control the motives, but I’m going to rejoice that the message goes forth.”

Because here’s the thing:
Man can’t save anybody anyway.

• The Father must draw.
• The Spirit must sanctify.
• The Son must sprinkle with His blood.

So even if someone stands with a polished speech they don’t personally believe,
if the true gospel is preached,
God can use that seed of truth in a soul,
by the Spirit,
for the glory of His Son.

That’s why we keep preaching.
That’s why we don’t quit sharing.
God can take the message and do what only God can do.

IV. A LIFE THAT EXPECTS CHRIST TO BE MAGNIFIED (Phil. 1:19–26)

Now listen to Paul’s expectation in verse 19:

“For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer and the supply of the Spirit 
of Jesus Christ…”

There it is again – “I know.”
Revival people walk in some things they know.

Then he says:

“According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all 
boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death. 
For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” (vv.20–21)



What a way to live.
Paul says:

“Here’s my expectation:
I don’t care which way this goes —
I just want Jesus to be magnified in my body.
If I live, it’s Christ.
If I die, it’s gain.
Either way, He gets glory.”

That’s revival talk right there.

Not: “Lord, get me out of this.”
But: “Lord, get all the glory out of this.”

Then he says:

“But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor…
…Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you.” (vv.22–24)

He’s saying:
“I’m torn.
I’d love to go be with Christ — that’s far better for me.
But it’s more needful for you that I stay.
So if God leaves me, it’s because I still have something to give away to you.”

That’s how we want to live, church:
• “If I’m here, I’m not here to coast.
• I’m here because somebody still needs what God has put in me.
• As long as I’ve got breath, I’ve got assignment.”

Can you say amen?

V. LIGHT AFFLICTION & AN ETERNAL WEIGHT OF GLORY (2 Cor. 4:16–5:5)

Now let’s tie this to 2 Corinthians 4–5.
Paul’s singing the same song in a different key.



2 Corinthians 4:16:

“Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is 
being renewed day by day.”

Outwardly, I’m getting weaker.
Inwardly, I’m getting stronger.

How?
Because that Philippians 1:9–11 prayer is being answered.
Love is abounding.
Knowledge is growing.
Discernment is sharpening.
Fruit is being formed.

Then verse 17:

“For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory…”

He doesn’t say affliction is painless.
He says it’s light and momentary compared to what it’s producing.

Light – not because it’s easy,
but because it’s temporary.

Momentary – it doesn’t last forever.

But look at what God is working in it:

“…a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”

• Exceeding – it grows, it overflows, it goes beyond.
• Eternal – it doesn’t fade, doesn’t corrupt, doesn’t wither.
• Weight of glory – the heavy, substantial, real thing of heaven.

Everybody suffers.



Saved and lost.
Everybody walks through affliction.

The difference is this:

The world just gets the momentary pain.
The believer gets the eternal weight of glory inside the pain.

That’s why verse 18 says:

“While we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen.
For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.”

It’s not what you’re going through.
It’s who is going through it with you,
and what He is working in you while you’re in it.

That’s why James can say,

“Count it all joy…”

Not because the trial feels good,
but because God is at work in it.

VI. TENTS, GROANING, AND BEING CLOTHED WITH HEAVEN (2 Cor. 5:1–8)

Then Paul moves right into chapter 5:

“For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God…” (v.1)

There it is again: “We know.”
We don’t guess.
We don’t hope vaguely.
We know.

This body is a tent – temporary, fragile, passing.
But God has a building – eternal, solid, heavenly.



Verse 2:

“For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven…”

If you’ve been truly born again,
you know something about this groaning.

You’ve tasted heaven in your soul,
and now you’re longing for the fullness of it.

You’ve been clothed with Christ in your spirit,
and now you want your whole being, even this mortal body, swallowed up with His life.

And Paul says something important:

“If indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked.” (v.3)

You know what he’s implying?
Some of you hear this and say, “I don’t feel that. I don’t long for that. I don’t understand that.”

And Paul would say:

“The reason you don’t groan to be clothed is because you’ve never been clothed.”

If you’ve never been born again, this all sounds strange.
But if you’ve tasted the Lord,
you want more of Him.

You want what Paul describes:

“That mortality may be swallowed up by life.” (v.4)

Not swallowed up by religion.
Not swallowed up by self-improvement.
Swallowed up by His life — God’s quality of life.

And who prepared us for this?



“Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a 
guarantee.” (v.5)

That’s what we’ve been saying:
• The Father foreknew and foreordained.
• The Spirit sanctifies and sets apart.
• The Son sprinkles us with His blood.

He gave us His Spirit as a down payment,
a guarantee that more is coming.

VII. FAITH THAT’S TESTED, PROVED, AND FOUND TO PRAISE (1 Peter 1:3–9)

Now Peter joins the chorus and says the same thing in his own words.

He says you’ve been:
• begotten again to a living hope
• by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
• to an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for 

you,
• who are kept by the power of God through faith. (1 Pet. 1:3–5)

If you’re saved, you’re not just clinging to God —
God is keeping you.

But then Peter says:

“In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by 
various trials…” (v.6)

There’s our little phrase: “if need be.”

Sometimes God says,
“It’s needful.
If need be, I’ll turn up the heat.”

Why?



“…that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is 
tested by fire,
may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ…” (v.7)

Gold goes through the fire and loses something.
Impurities burn off.
What’s left is more pure but less in weight.

Faith goes through the fire and gains something.
It comes out more solid, more rooted, more fixed on Jesus.

Peter says that trial is like putting your clay pot in the furnace.
If it’s been patched with wax, the wax melts and the cracks show.
But if it’s sincere — without wax — it endures.

That’s why God tests our faith.
A faith that can’t be tested isn’t worth having.

And Peter says even though you haven’t seen Him:

“You love Him; though now you do not see Him, yet believing,
you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,
receiving the end of your faith — the salvation of your souls.” (vv.8–9)

VIII. BELIEVING ABOUT JESUS VS. BELIEVING JESUS

Let me land this plane where you were headed in that teaching.

There are many people today who:
• Believe something about Jesus.
• Believe Jesus for something they want.
• But have never actually believed Him — trusted Him with their life, their sin, their eternity.

Some believe Him like they’d believe a teacher:
“Yeah, what He says sounds right.”
But they don’t bow to Him as Lord.

Others “believe” Him for something:



“Jesus, I’ll believe You as long as You fix this, heal that, give me this.”

That’s not saving faith.
That’s still faith in your plan, your wisdom, your conditions.

Jesus said to those in John 8 who “believed” Him:

“If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed,
and you shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free.”

He pressed them about sin and slavery,
and they showed they didn’t really believe Him — they just liked what He said until it cut across their 
pride.

Beloved, real faith does this:

“For the love of Christ compels us…
that those who live should live no longer for themselves but for Him who died for them and rose 
again.” (2 Cor. 5:14–15)

Real believing says:
• “Jesus, I’m not asking You to follow me.
• I’m surrendering to follow You.”

Real believing says:

“For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”

Real believing says:

“Lord, if need be, I’ll be…
if You’ll be in it with me…
so that they will be blessed,
and You will be glorified.”

INVITATION – IF NEED BE, I’LL BE



So here’s the call tonight:
1. Believer, will you start praying Philippians 1:9–11 over your own life and over this church?
• “Lord, let my love abound.
• Grow my knowledge.
• Sharpen my discernment.
• Make me sincere and without offense.
• Fill me with fruits of righteousness that are by Jesus Christ, to Your glory and praise.”
2. Will you let God reinterpret your chains?

Maybe you’ve been resenting the very thing God wants to use to further the gospel.
Tonight you can say:
“Lord, if my chains will embolden others, then use them.
Just let Christ be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.”

3. Will you ask God to give you that eternal perspective?
• “Lord, don’t let me get stuck staring at the temporary.
• Turn my eyes to the exceeding and eternal weight of glory You’re working in me.”
4. And if you’re here and you’ve never been “clothed with heaven”…

If all this talk of groaning for more of Jesus feels foreign,
it may be because you’ve never been born again.
You’ve believed things about Him,
maybe believed Him for some things,
but you’ve never surrendered to Him.
Tonight can be the night you say:
“Lord Jesus, I see it now.
I’m just flesh; I’m like the grass and the flower that fades.
I need that incorruptible seed of Your Word to birth me into real life.
I turn from my sin and my self-rule, and I trust You —
the One who was foreordained before the foundation of the world,
who shed His precious blood for sinners,
who rose again to give a living hope.
Lord, save me. Clothe me. Sprinkle me with Your blood.
Be my Lord, my life, my everything.”

And church, for all of us who know Him, let this be our cry as we leave:

“Lord, if need be, I’ll be,
if You’ll be,
so that others will be blessed and You will be glorified.
Let Christ be magnified in my body — by life or by death.



For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”

Amen 


