Providence Reformed Baptist Church — Sunday, January 12, 2025
Sermon Series: The Potter & the Clay — Jeremiah/Lamentations
Message 28. Two Baskets of Figs — Jeremiah 24:1-10

Pastor Phillip M Way

The future of Judah is predicted through a vision of 2 baskets of figs, one very good, the other completely
rotten. The difference between the two is simply God’s sovereign grace.

I. Date —vs. 1-3
A. King Jeconiah and the First Deportation
1. Jehoahaz taken to Egypt — 2 Kings 23:31-37
2. First Babylonian Deportation — 597 BC — 2 Kings 24:1-20
B. Bad Theology
1. Those left behind thought they were spared and blessed
2. Those taken into exile were believed to be worse and unfavored
C. Destruction of Jerusalem — 587-586 BC — Jer. 29:16-19
IL. Ripe Figs — vs. 4-7
A. First Ripe
1. First Harvested in June and a delicacy
2. Second harvest was in August
B. Good because They Were Good? — 1 Cor. 1:26-29; Rom. 3:10-31
1. “I will recognize as good” — Rom. 4:13-17; 5:1-2
2. “I will set My eyes on them for good” — Rom. 11:1-5, 25-27
3. “I will return them to this land” — Jer. 1:10; 12:15; 30:10; 32:37
4. “I will give them a heart to know Me” — Jer. 9:23-24; 29:13; 31:33
C. Sovereign Grace! — Romans 9:6-18
III.  Rotten Figs —vs. 8-10
A. Zedekiah and the Remaining Remnant — 2 Kings 25:1-11, 22-26
B. Given Over — Rom. 1:24-25
C. Judged and Troubled — Deut. 28:37; Amos 9:1-4



Cross References
2 Kings 23:31-37

31 Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he became king, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem,;
and his mother’s name was Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 32 And he did what was evil in
the sight of Yahweh, according to all that his fathers had done. 33 And Pharaoh Neco imprisoned him at
Riblah in the land of Hamath, that he might not reign in Jerusalem; and he imposed on the land a fine of
one hundred talents of silver and one talent of gold. 34 Then Pharaoh Neco made Eliakim the son of
Josiah king in the place of Josiah his father and changed his name to Jehoiakim. But he took Jehoahaz
and brought him to Egypt, and he died there. 35 So Jehoiakim gave the silver and gold to Pharaoh, but he
taxed the land in order to give the money at the command of Pharaoh. He exacted the silver and gold
from the people of the land, each according to his valuation, to give it to Pharaoh Neco. 36 Jehoiakim was
twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem; and his mother’s
name was Zebidah the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. 37 And he did what was evil in the sight of
Yahweh, according to all that his fathers had done.

2 Kings 24

24 In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became his servant for three
years; then he turned and rebelled against him. 2 And Yahweh sent against him marauding bands of
Chaldeans, marauding bands of Arameans, marauding bands of Moabites, and marauding bands of
Ammonites. So He sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to the word of Yahweh which He had
spoken by the hand of His slaves the prophets. 3 Surely at the command of Yahweh it came upon Judah,
to remove them from His presence because of the sins of Manasseh, according to all that he had done, 4
and also for the innocent blood which he shed, for he filled Jerusalem with innocent blood; and Yahweh
was not willing to pardon. 5 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim and all that he did, are they not written
in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 6 So Jehoiakim slept with his fathers, and Jehoiachin
his son became king in his place. 7 And the king of Egypt did not go out of his land again, for the king of
Babylon had taken all that belonged to the king of Egypt from the brook of Egypt to the river Euphrates. 8
Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem; and
his mother’s name was Nehushta the daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem. 9 And he did what was evil in
the sight of Yahweh, according to all that his father had done. 10 At that time the servants of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon went up to Jerusalem, and the city came under siege. 11 And
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon came to the city, while his servants were besieging it. 12 Then
Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to the king of Babylon, he and his mother and his servants and his
commanders and his officials. So the king of Babylon took him captive in the eighth year of his reign. 13
And he brought out from there all the treasures of the house of Yahweh, and the treasures of the king’s
house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of gold which Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple of
Yahweh, just as Yahweh had spoken. 14 Then he took away into exile all Jerusalem and all the
commanders and all the mighty men of valor, 10,000 captives, and all the craftsmen and the smiths. None
was left except the poorest people of the land. 15 So he took Jehoiachin away into exile to Babylon; also
the king’s mother and the king’s wives and his officials and the leading men of the land, he led away into
exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 16 Now all the valiant men, seven thousand, and the craftsmen and the
smiths, one thousand, all mighty men who could wage war, and these the king of Babylon brought into
exile to Babylon. 17 Then the king of Babylon made his uncle Mattaniah king in his place and changed his
name to Zedekiah. 18 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven
years in Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 19 And he
did what was evil in the sight of Yahweh, according to all that Jehoiakim had done. 20 For through the



anger of Yahweh this came about in Jerusalem and Judah until He cast them out from His presence. And
Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.

Jeremiah 29:16-19

16 for thus says Yahweh concerning the king who sits on the throne of David and concerning all the
people who live in this city, your brothers who did not go with you into exile— 17 thus says Yahweh of
hosts, ‘Behold, I am sending upon them the sword, famine, and pestilence, and I will make them like split-
open figs that cannot be eaten due to rottenness. 18 I will pursue them with the sword, with famine, and
with pestilence; and I will give them over to be a terror to all the kingdoms of the earth, to be a curse and
an object of horror and of hissing, and a reproach among all the nations where I have banished them, 19
because they have not listened to My words,’ declares Yahweh, ‘which I sent to them by My slaves the
prophets, rising up early and sending; but you did not listen,” declares Yahweh.

1 Corinthians 1:26-29

26 For consider your calling, brothers, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many
mighty, not many noble. 27 But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and
God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, 28 and the base things
of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may abolish the things
that are, 29 so that no flesh may boast before God.

Romans 3:10-31

10 as it is written, “There is none righteous, not even one; 11 There is none who understands, There is
none who seeks for God; 12 All have turned aside, together they have become worthless; There is none
who does good, There is not even one.” 13 “Their throat is an open tomb, With their tongues they keep
deceiving,” “The poison of asps is under their lips”; 14 “Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness”; 15
“Their feet are swift to shed blood, 16 Destruction and misery are in their paths, 17 And the path of peace
they have not known.” 18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 19 Now we know that whatever the
Law says, it speaks to those who are in the Law, so that every mouth may be shut and all the world may
become accountable to God; 20 because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for
through the Law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God
has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God
through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction; 23 for all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in
Christ Jesus; 25 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith, for a
demonstration of His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously
committed; 26 for the demonstration of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and
the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Where then is boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of
law? Of works? No, but by a law of faith. 28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from
works of the Law. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is He not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of
Gentiles also, 30 since indeed God, who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised
through that faith, is one. 31 Do we then abolish the Law through faith? May it never be! On the contrary,
we establish the Law.

Romans 4:13-17

13 For the promise to Abraham or to his seed that he would be heir of the world was not through the Law,
but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if those who are of the Law are heirs, faith has been made
empty and the promise has been abolished; 15 for the Law brings about wrath, but where there is no law,



there also is no trespass. 16 For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be according to grace, so that
the promise will be guaranteed to all the seed, not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who
are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all— 17 as it is written, “A father of many nations have
I made you”—in the presence of Him whom he believed, even God, who gives life to the dead and calls
into being that which does not exist.

Romans 5:1-2

5 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2
through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we
boast in hope of the glory of God.

Romans 11:1-5

11 I say then, has God rejected His people? May it never be! For I too am an Israelite, a seed of Abraham,
of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know
what the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah, how he appeals to God against Israel? 3 “Lord, they
have killed Your prophets, they have torn down Your altars, and I alone am left, and they are seeking my
life.” 4 But what does the divine response say to him? “I have left for Myself seven thousand men who
have not bowed the knee to Baal.” 5 In this way then, at the present time, a remnant according to God’s
gracious choice has also come to be.

Romans 11:25-27

25 For I do not want you, brothers, to be uninformed of this mystery—so that you will not be wise in your
own estimation—that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has
come in; 26 and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “The Deliverer will come from Zion, He
will remove ungodliness from Jacob.” 27 “And this is My covenant with them, When I take away their
sins.”

Jeremiah 1:10

10 See, I have appointed you this day over the nations and over the kingdoms, To uproot and to tear
down, To cause to perish and to pull down, To build and to plant.”

Jeremiah 12:15

15 And it will come about that after I have uprooted them, I will return and have compassion on them,;
and I will cause them to return, each one to his inheritance and each one to his land.

Jeremiah 30:10

10 Fear not, O Jacob My servant,’” declares Yahweh, ‘And do not be dismayed, O Israel; For behold, I will
save you from afar And your seed from the land of their captivity. And Jacob will return and will be quiet
and at ease, And no one will make him tremble.

Jeremiah 32:37

37 Behold, I will gather them out of all the lands to which I have banished them in My anger, in My
wrath, and in great indignation; and I will cause them to return to this place and make them inhabit it in
safety.



Jeremiah 9:23-24

23 Thus says Yahweh, “Let not a wise man boast in his wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast in his
might; let not a rich man boast in his riches, 24 but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands
and knows Me, that I am Yahweh who shows lovingkindness, justice, and righteousness on earth; for I
delight in these things,” declares Yahweh.

Jeremiah 29:13
13 You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.
Jeremiah 31:33

33 “But this is the covenant which I will cut with the house of Israel after those days,” declares Yahweh:
“I will put My law within them, and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be
My people.

Romans 9:6-18

6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel who are descended from
Israel; 7 nor are they all children because they are Abraham’s seed, but: “through Isaac your seed will be
named.” 8 That is, the children of the flesh are not the children of God, but the children of the promise are
considered as seed. 9 For this is the word of promise: “At this time I will come, and Sarah shall have a
son.” 10 And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, when she had conceived twins by one man, our
father Isaac; 11 for though the twins were not yet born and had not done anything good or bad, so that the
purpose of God according to His choice would stand, not because of works but because of Him who calls,
12 it was said to her, “The older shall serve the younger.” 13 Just as it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau
I hated.” 14 What shall we say then? Is there any unrighteousness with God? May it never be! 15 For He
says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have
compassion.” 16 So then it does not depend on the one who wills or the one who runs, but on God who
has mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I raised you up, in order to
demonstrate My power in you, and in order that My name might be proclaimed throughout the whole
earth.” 18 So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires.

2 Kings 25:1-11

25 Now in the ninth year of his reign, on the tenth day of the tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon came, he and all his military force, against Jerusalem, and he camped against it and built a siege
wall all around it. 2 So the city came under siege until the eleventh year of King Zedekiah. 3 On the ninth
day of the fourth month the famine was so strong in the city that there was no food for the people of the
land. 4 Then the city was broken into, and all the men of war fled by night by way of the gate between the
two walls beside the king’s garden, though the Chaldeans were all around the city. And they went by way
of the Arabah. 5 But the military force of the Chaldeans pursued the king and overtook him in the plains
of Jericho and all his military force was scattered from him. 6 Then they seized the king and brought him
up to the king of Babylon at Riblah, and they spoke their judgment on him. 7 And they slaughtered the
sons of Zedekiah before his eyes; then he blinded the eyes of Zedekiah and bound him with bronze fetters
and brought him to Babylon. 8 Now on the seventh day of the fifth month, which was the nineteenth year
of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, a servant of the king of
Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 9 And he burned the house of Yahweh, the king’s house, and all the houses
of Jerusalem; even every great house he burned with fire. 10 So all the military force of the Chaldeans who
were with the captain of the guard tore down the walls around Jerusalem. 11 Then the rest of the people



who were left in the city and the defectors who had defected to the king of Babylon and the rest of the
multitude, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took away into exile.

2 Kings 25:22-26

22 Now as for the people who were left in the land of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had
left, he appointed Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan over them. 23 Then all the
commanders of the military forces, they and their men, heard that the king of Babylon had appointed
Gedaliah governor. So they came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, namely, Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and
Johanan the son of Kareah, and Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and Jaazaniah the son of
the Maacathite, they and their men. 24 Then Gedaliah swore to them and their men and said to them,
“Do not be afraid of the servants of the Chaldeans; live in the land and serve the king of Babylon, and it
will be well with you.” 25 But it happened in the seventh month, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the
son of Elishama, of the royal seed, came with ten men and struck Gedaliah down so that he died, along
with the Jews and the Chaldeans who were with him at Mizpah. 26 Then all the people, both small and
great, and the commanders of the military forces arose and went to Egypt; for they were afraid of the
Chaldeans.

Romans 1:24-25

24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would be
dishonored among them. 25 For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

Deuteronomy 28:37

37 You shall become an object of horror, a proverb, and a byword among all the people where Yahweh
drives you.

Amos 9:1-4

9 I saw the Lord standing beside the altar, and He said, “Strike the capitals so that the thresholds will
quake, And break them on the heads of them all! Then I will kill the rest of them with the sword; Not one
of them who can flee will flee, And not one of them who can survive will escape. 2 Though they dig into
Sheol, From there will My hand take them; And though they ascend to heaven, From there will I bring
them down. 3 And though they hide on the top of Carmel, From there I will search them out and take
them; And though they conceal themselves from My eyes on the floor of the sea, From there I will
command the serpent, and it will bite them. 4 And though they go into captivity before their enemies,
From there I will command the sword that it kill them, And I will set My eyes against them for evil and
not for good.”
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