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David’s Christlike Response to the News of Saul’s Demise 
2 Samuel 1:1-16 

Halifax: 23 November 2025 
Introduction: 

Today, we are starting Second Samuel.  

- As I mentioned last week, the books of First and Second Samuel were originally one, 

so we are not starting a new series. The narrative flows along unbroken.   

- However, there is a significant change. 

Last week, we saw the end of Saul and his dynasty as he died in his sin.  

- The week before, we saw how God had graciously worked in David to bring him to 

repent after a period of sixteen months of declension.  

- Now Saul is dead, and David has been prepared by God to ascend to the throne and 

be a godly king, a type of Christ, the Son of God, who was to come in 1000 years. 

- It will be about seven years before David becomes king over all Israel, but it is 

excellent to see him faithfully serving the LORD again.  

Today, in the opening chapter of 2 Samuel, we see how David responds to the news about 

the demise of King Saul as soon as he hears it.  

- What we see here is a very Christ-like response—a response that beautifully reflects 

the virtue of Jesus and that confirms that David is suitable to be a good model rather 

than a bad model (like Saul had been) of our dear Lord and Saviour.   

Listen now as I read the passage to you.  

- We will read from 1 Samuel 1-16:  

- May God add His blessing to the reading of His holy and infallible Word. 

2 Sam 1:1-27: Now it came to pass after the 

death of Saul, when David had returned 

from the slaughter of the Amalekites, and 

David had stayed two days in Ziklag, 2  on the 

third day, behold, it happened that a man 

came from Saul’s camp with his clothes torn 

and dust on his head. So it was, when he 

came to David, that he fell to the ground and 

prostrated himself. 3 And David said to him, 

“Where have you come from?” So he said to 

him, “I have escaped from the camp of 

Israel.” 4 Then David said to him, “How did 

the matter go? Please tell me.” And he 

answered, “The people have fled from the 

battle, many of the people are fallen and 

dead, and Saul and Jonathan his son are 

dead also.” 5  So David said to the young man 

who told him, “How do you know that Saul 

and Jonathan his son are dead?” 6 Then the 

young man who told him said, “As I 

happened by chance to be on Mount Gilboa, 

there was Saul, leaning on his spear; and 

indeed the chariots and horsemen followed 

hard after him. 7 Now when he looked behind 

him, he saw me and called to me. And I 

answered, ‘Here I am.’ 8 And he said to me, 

‘Who are you?’ So I answered him, ‘I am an 

Amalekite.’ 9 He said to me again, ‘Please 

stand over me and kill me, for anguish has 

come upon me, but my life still remains in 

me.’ 10 So I stood over him and killed him, 

because I was sure that he could not live 

after he had fallen. And I took the crown 

that was on his head and the bracelet that 

was on his arm, and have brought them here 

to my lord.” 

11 Therefore David took hold of his own 

clothes and tore them, and so did all the men 

who were with him. 12 And they mourned 

and wept and fasted until evening for Saul 

and for Jonathan his son, for the people of 

the LORD and for the house of Israel, 

because they had fallen by the sword. 13 Then 

David said to the young man who told him, 

“Where are you from?” And he answered, “I 

am the son of an alien, an Amalekite.” 14 So 
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David said to him, “How was it you were not 

afraid to put forth your hand to destroy the 

LORD’S anointed?” 15 Then David called one 

of the young men and said, “Go near, and 

execute him!” And he struck him so that he 

died. 16 So David said to him, “Your blood is 

on your own head, for your own mouth has 

testified against you, saying, ‘I have killed 

the LORD’S anointed.’” 

 

Thanks be to God for His precious Word. 

I. Let’s review what happened first—the facts of the story. 

A. An Amalekite comes to report the news of Saul’s demise. 

1. This Amalekite was a soldier, probably fighting against the Philistines with Israel.  

- He identifies himself as the son of a resident alien. The word alien that he uses 

is a technical term for someone who had PR status in Israel. 

- Although this Amalekite may not have told the truth, it is quite clear that he got 

to Saul after the Philistines shot him, but before they had come to gather the spoils 

of those who had fallen or had discovered that they had killed Israel’s king.  

- Otherwise, there would have been no way for this Amalekite to take Saul’s 

crown and armlet which he brought to David.  

- As we saw last week in 1 Sam 31:8, the Philistines did not find Saul until 

the next day. 

- Saul’s armourbearer and this Amalekite were among those who were not killed 

by the Philistines—though the armourbearer committed suicide after he had 

seen Saul fall on his sword because of his (the armourbearer’s) refusal to do a 

mercy killing at Saul’s request.  

- We cannot know for certain if Saul was successful in killing himself—the 

Amalekite claims that he did the mercy killing because Saul complained 

that his life was still in him and the Amalekite saw that he could not live. 

2. Like almost everyone in Israel, this Amalekite knows that David is anointed to be 

king after Saul. 

- He knows that Saul has been trying to kill David, and that David had run away to 

live in Philistia. 

- And he certainly supposed that David would be happy to hear that Saul was dead. 

3. He sees here a golden opportunity. 

- He will bring the news to David. He can take Saul's crown and armlet to verify 

his story. 

- He runs like the wind. Apparently, the Amalekites were noted for this. He 

covers something like 130 kilometres in the space of a couple of days. That's 

like running all the way from here to just beyond Kevin Bigney’s house in 

Debert.   

- For reference, Matthiew Boone (Mah-tyou Bun) has the world record for the 

longest run in 48 hours. He covered 485 kilometres. So he could almost run to 

Kevin’s and back, twice in the same 48 hours.  

- Clearly, he was eager to get a sweet reward from David.  

- It is likely that he embellished the story to make himself the one who carried 

out Saul’s death wish. Most commentators think he did.  
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B. David is immediately distressed so that he mourns and weeps until evening.  

1. There are a couple of significant things about this that show how great his grief 

was.  

- First, that as soon as he finds out and gets confirmation that Saul and his sons 

are dead, he immediately tears his clothes, the traditional expression of grief, 

and begins mourning and weeping.  

- It is not as though he weighs out politically how he should respond. He has 

a very strong emotional response.  

- He doesn’t even care to deal with the Amalekite, but basically ignores him 

because of his grief. 

- Second, it is noteworthy that he continues in this way for the whole day. The 

Amalekite was probably wondering what his reward would be for bringing this 

news to David.  

2. David’s expression of sincere sorrow is puzzling to modern readers, especially 

since Saul had been trying to kill David and he so distressed David that he had taken 

refuge in Philistia.  

- And not only that, but Saul’s death meant the way was clear for David to take 

the throne, and he was intending to do a much better job.  

- It is probably safe to say that a king from any other nation at that time would 

have rejoiced and sought to bring about the death of a rival like Saul.  

- In fact, there are very few at any time in history who would not have done so.  

- We will examine why later.  

➢ But first, let’s finish our look at the events. What else happened here? 

C. When evening comes, David deals with the Amalekite. He has him executed.  

1. He confirms that he is indeed a resident alien.  

- This meant that he should have known better than to kill the Lord’s anointed. A 

resident alien had certain protections, but was also subject to the laws of Israel.  

- David is measured and careful here. He is doing a proper investigation and not just 

reacting out of emotion. 

2. David asked him how it could be that he was not afraid to lift his hand against the 

LORD’s anointed. What could the man say? He should have been! 

3. David regards this as a capital offense and has him executed at once.  

- Remember that Saul had made David an officer in his court, so David had 

judicial authority.     

II. David’s reaction to the news about Saul and to this Amalekite cannot be 

understood without first understanding the high view he had of the office of “the 

Lord’s anointed.”  

A. Everyone had seen this consistently in his life.  

1. He had never spoken of ill Saul except to ask why he was trying to kill him. When 

he spoke to him, he spoke respectfully.  

- He did this because Saul was God’s anointed.  



4 

 

2. Even though he had had two opportunities to kill Saul when Saul was actually 

trying to kill him, he not only refused to do it, but also refused to permit anyone 

else to do it.  

- His reason was always the same—because Saul was the LORD’s anointed.  

3. Had almost any other man who ever lived in the world been in the situation where 

he knew that he was to be king, and where the one who was king was trying to kill 

him, he would have been eager to take him out.  

- But here we see that David not only refused to do that, but also had his heart 

devoted to seeing Saul prosper as the Lord’s anointed—as shown by his sincere 

grief and by his anger at the one who claimed that he had killed him.  

B. David behaved like this because he understood what it meant to be the Lord’s anointed. 

1. Do you remember what the word anointed means? 

- The words translated “The LORD’s anointed” are Mah-shee-akh Yah-weh. 

- To anglicise it a bit: “The Messiah of Yahweh.” 

- The New Testament word for Messiah is Christos, anglicised, it is Christ— 

2. The Messiah of the LORD was the one who was anointed by God to be the redeemer 

of God’s people—He was anointed to the office of redeemer. 

- To be anointed is to be placed by God into the office to do the work of 

redemption. No one took this honour to himself, but only when called by God. 

- God anointed these men who were to be his christs or messiahs with His 

Holy Spirit.  

- There were three offices that pertained to redemption—the offices of prophet, 

priest, and king.  

- The kings and priests were outwardly anointed with oil, and when they 

were, the Holy Spirit came upon them to equip them for their offices… 

- Remember when Saul was anointed? It says that he became another 

man. He was given gifts by God’s Spirit to serve as God’s anointed king. 

So it was with the first priests. Prophets were the LORD’s anointed 

officers as well, but they were not usually anointed with oil because they 

were the ones that did the anointing.  

- Each of these offices were anointed to do God’s work of redemption.  

- We live in a fallen world, and God is in the world, reconciling the world to 

Himself, saved the world from sin and destruction by His Christ.  

- Before the Christ of God came—the Messiah—the anointed one, these 

offices were separate…  

- Those anointed as kings would redeem God’s people from their 

enemies. 

- Those anointed as priests would redeem them from sin and guilt, 

offering sacrifices for the people’s sins (as well as their own sins). 

- Those anointed as prophets would redeem the chosen people of God 

from darkness and lies by revealing and speaking God’s word of truth. 

C. Unlike Saul, David had a very high view of the office of Messiah. It was a right view! 

1. He understood that God had promised to save the world by the one He anointed… 

His Messiah! His Christ! 
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- He understood that Israel was appointed to bring forth the Messiah—to them 

He would be born.  

- He understood, as was promised to Abraham, that all the nations would be 

blessed by God’s salvation. 

- David understood that he and all the other officers, prophets, priests, and other 

kings that God would anoint were representatives of the one true Messiah who 

was to come.  

2. David knew that nothing was so important to the honour and glory of God and the 

good of the world than the success of the Messiah.  

- He was to be the Saviour of the world. The one who would take this world that 

is opposed to God and so unfit for God and redeem it.  

- Nothing would reveal the truth of God, the beauty and glory of God, the 

goodness of God, the justice of God, the holiness of God, the judgment of God, 

the wisdom of God, than His anointed Redeemer, His anointed prophet, priest, 

and king.  

3. And it’s true, is it not?  

- Christ is the fairest of ten thousand.  

- He is the loveliest one of all—the most perfect, the most excellent, the most 

virtuous and complete one, the most delightful.  

- The one who is worthy of all praise and honour and glory forever and ever.  

TRANS> David had the highest esteem for the one who was the anointed of the LORD, and 

therefore for the ones who were anointed of the LORD in the Old Testament to represent 

Him.  

III. Do you see why David reacted so strongly to the news and the bearer of the news 

that Saul and his sons had been slain? Let’s consider.  

A. Do you see why he was so grieved to learn of the fall of God’s people and of Saul?  

1. Israel was the people appointed to bring forth God’s Messiah—they were chosen, 

elect, and precious. 

- They, especially in their officers, represented God and the promised Messiah 

who was to come.  

- And they, as a people, represented the consequences of His work of redemption.  

2. He was deeply grieved because they, and worst of all, their anointed king had fallen.  

- They were a reproach. They made God’s salvation look like a joke.  

- David deeply loved them because they were God’s redeemed people. 

- He could not bear to see them ruined.  

3. My friends, such love for Christ and the church becomes us! 

- O that we had such love! 

- When we see a Christian nation turn from God, conquered by the world, 

subdued by Satan, delivered over to their own sinful desires—what a 

travesty it is.  

- When we see apostate denominations and lying ministers who preach lies, 

and elders who reject the holy ways of God… it should make us weep! 
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- The story is told of the late R.C. Sproul.  

- That as he was driving in his car, he listened to the results of a survey that 

was done by Ligonier at a large Evangelical leadership conference asking, 

basic questions about our faith and about our duty.  

- When he heard the answers, they were so abysmal that Sproul, who was 

driving alone, had to pull his car over because he was weeping so much 

that he could not drive. 

- That’s the kind of sorrow that David had for the people of God when 

he saw their woeful condition. Such love. Do you know much of it? 

- Or do you gloat when you hear such things and preen your feathers 

like a proud peacock because you are not as other men are?  

B. Second, why did he execute this Amalekite? 

1. David tells him why: “Because you were not afraid to put forth your hand to destroy  

the LORD’S anointed!” 

- What could be more wicked than that?  

2. To attack and oppose God’s Christ is to do what you can to oppose God’s salvation! 

- He is so merciful as to send a Redeemer, His only Son from heaven, to be born 

of a woman that He might redeem us. 

- Here is the most important one of all, the one in whom alone God’s salvation 

can be found.  

- In Him, as nowhere else, the mercy of God is revealed, the grace of God, the 

love of God, the goodness and the beauty of God—and you would squash Him. 

- To oppose Him is to oppose people being redeemed by the living God, who 

is so merciful that He has taken this initiative to redeem them.  

- What kind of wickedness would oppose people being set right, being 

restored to happiness, to virtue, to excellence, to sweet communion with 

God, to be delivered from bitterness and hostility, to be saved from death, 

from suffering, from hell, the curse, a wretched conscience, and to live in 

glory the Father and the Son in love forever and ever…  

- Who, I say, would oppose this and stand in its way?  

- This Amalekite was not afraid to put forth his hand to destroy the Lord’s 

anointed.  

3. But what about you?  

- Do you oppose those who oppose Christ?  

- Do you, according to place that God has appointed you, use your authority 

to graciously correct and, if necessary, severely discipline those who oppose 

Christ? 

- As a parent, do you uphold His ways in your home and use the rod of 

correction when it is needed? 

- As an elder, are you willing to practice church discipline, and as a 

church member to support it when someone has opposed Christ?  

- Do you, on your part, oppose false doctrine, false worship, and 

disobedience, or do you ignore it? 
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- Having a high view of your office does not make you proud when you 

realise that you are representing Christ.  

- The higher your view, the more it humbles you to see how unworthy 

you are to be a husband or a parent or an elder or a teacher or a 

manager… or just an ordinary Christian who in the New Testament is 

anointed with the Holy Spirit—you are a little Christ.  

- And what if you are under authority? 

- How do you treat those who have authority over you? God commands you 

to honour your father and mother and all who are in authority because they 

represent His authority. 

- Even if they aren’t faithful, you show your respect to God by respecting 

their office—honouring them, speaking respectfully to them, defending 

them in all the ways you can the way David and Jonathan treated Saul.  

- The very thought of cursing your parents should be absolutely appalling 

to you as a Christian—it was rightly a capital offense in Israel. A teen 

who did this would be stoned.  

- You can’t see why it is so bad unless, like David, you see that 

parents represent Christ in their homes… and magistrates represent 

Christ in the city and the nation.  

- Again, respect the office, even if the person is wicked. David and 

Jonathan did not pretend that Saul was doing right when he was 

doing wrong, but they treated him with respect because he was the 

Lord’s anointed, and in Jonathan’s case, his father.     

➢ So there are these two responses we see in David to the news about Saul’s demise.  

- He is deeply grieved to see the ruin of God’s anointed king and His church; and He 

is rightly incensed with this Amalekite for daring to lift his hand to destroy the 

Lord’s Christ.  

C. David is so much like Jesus in these two responses. Behold your Saviour and worship 

Him! (See Luke 19-20, which we read earlier.) 

1. What do we see with Jesus—when He comes into Jerusalem, weeping over the 

condition of His people—lamenting, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills 

the prophets.”  

- He is deeply grieved when His church is in ruins as it so often is and is in many 

places. Think of His letters to the seven churches in Revelation. 

- Look from David’s weeping to Christ’s weeping for His church—and 

coming—as David was going to do, to redeem her.  

- Worship your Saviour, love Him and trust Him, give yourself up to Him so 

that you will not bring reproach on Him.  

➢ That’s the first way that David points us to Jesus. 

2. Second, we see Jesus judging those who oppose Him most severely, even those 

who are false sons in His church.  
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- He dealt with those among His people who delivered Him up to be crucified 

with much severity. They were opposing God and His saving work, the saving 

work that Christ had come to do.  

- How could it be that they were not afraid to lift up their hand against the 

LORD and His anointed—His Christ?  

- He told them that they would see Him come in the clouds in that very generation 

to judge them—and they did.  

- In about 30 years, there are accounts from Romans, Greeks, and Jews that 

He was seen in the clouds, and by 70 AD, not one stone of the temple was 

left upon another, just as He had announced. 

- They had rejected their own Messiah, the LORD’s anointed, the LORD’s 

Christ. What could be worse?  

- He has a very high view of His own office, and so He should. He came 

for the Father to save the world. Those who oppose Him cannot stand.  

- Worship Him. See that you worship Him and bow before Him. He is the 

king of glory, the great high priest, and the prophet who is the very Word 

of God.  

3. David shows by his actions here that God has prepared him to be His anointed king 

over Israel at this time.  

- He is suited to be a type of the Christ who was to come in the fullness of time.  

- He will be a pattern for others who are types of Christ to follow.  

- We have the One of whom David was but a passing shadow—Our Christ will 

reign forever and ever and He will bring His church to glory and glory to God 

in His office.  

- Worship and adore Him, all you who hear my voice. He is God’s anointed. 

- Kiss Him. He is here to save us. 


