
 

 

Theology Simply Explained — WSC4 
“The Substance of God's Subsistences” 

Pastor walks his children through Westminster Shorter Catechism question 4—especially explaining how God is one, perfect 
substance, Who exists in three subsistences (persons).  

Q4. What is God? God is a spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in His being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, 
goodness and truth. 
 
 
Summary of the transcript of the audio: The lesson presents an exploration of God’s nature, emphasizing that God is a 
spirit—eternal, infinite, and unchangeable in essence and all His attributes. It clarifies that while God is personal, the 
question 'what is God?' focuses on His divine substance, which is one in being yet eternally distinct in three persons: Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. The attributes of God—being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth—are not separate 
parts but inseparable expressions of His unified, simple, and perfect nature, each fully present and unchanging in every 
moment. Because God is outside of time and space, He is unaffected by creation and remains perfectly consistent in His 
character, making His knowledge, will, and promises eternally reliable. The lesson underscores that all divine attributes are 
simultaneously and fully true, reflecting a God who is self-sufficient, immutable, and the ultimate source of all reality, truth, 
and moral perfection. 


