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Malachi 2:10-16 – “Profaning Marriage” – Nov. 30, 2025 

1. Most families have been affected by divorce in our day 

a. Negative consequences 

2. Liberal approaches towards divorce have been present in other ages 

a. The history of Israel includes many dark chapters including chapters of 

widespread broken families 

b. Like any culture, it is hard to say what that culture values 

i. Does North American culture value the family?  

1. Depends on if you’re looking at Puritan New England or 2025 in 

Seattle! 

3. The gospel is adequate to cover those areas where we have failed in this area 

a. Yet a lot of teaching on these issues has focused on this instead of on the biblical 

vision 

b. If we are going to make progress on this issue, the focus is going to have to shift 

to a greater focus on the positive vision 

4. CHILDREN 

a. Malachi is preaching to the Israelites who returned to Jerusalem to start rebuilding 

b. The city and the temple had been destroyed because of their sins 

i. God sent the Babylonians as a judgment on Israel 

ii. Now about 50 years later they come back home 

c. But many still had not learned their lesson 

i. They started to commit the same sins as their fathers and grandfathers 

ii. Malachi is exposing their sin to them so they will repent 
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5. V.10 – “Have we not all one Father? Has not sone God created us? Why then are we 

faithless to one another, profaning the covenant of our fathers?” 

a. It is common for Christians to make moral arguments based on horizontal 

relationships between people, or based on outcomes, etc.  

b. Malachi knows better – he knows to start at the top 

c. Just as Jesus says that the first and greatest command is to love the Lord our God, 

and then love of neighbour flows down from that, the law of Moses had the exact 

same structure 

i. Man’s relationship to God (1st table) 

ii. Man’s relationship to his neighbours (2nd table) 

d. One of the reasons why interfaith causes must ultimately fail is because there 

really is no shared starting point 

i. Polytheistic systems invariably involve treachery (including secularism) 

ii. The only system which provides a basis for peace is Christian monotheism 

e. Malachi doesn’t start with studies that show that kids from divorced homes earn 

21% less than their peers or that they have 37% more behavioural problems than 

their peers 

f. He starts where we all must start 

i. What is being communicated about God?! 

g. The logic could go like this 

i. Humans are image bearers of God 

ii. When we mistreat other people, we are striking at the image of God 

iii. The way we treat other people exposes how we think about God 



3 
 

h. Malachi narrows it down even further, talking about the covenant of our fathers 

i. The children of Abraham are in view here 

ii. So now not only are we talking about image bearers but about those who 

are in covenant with God and with each other 

iii. This makes the problem of faithlessness and divorce that much worse 

6. VV.11, 12 – “Judah has been faithless, and abomination has been committed in Israel 

and in Jerusalem. For Judah has profaned the sanctuary of the Lord, which he loves, and 

has married the daughter of a foreign god. 12 May the Lord cut off from the tents of 

Jacob any descendant of the man who does this, who brings an offering to the Lord of 

hosts!” 

a. Judah is God’s favoured province inside of Israel and even she is guilty of 

abomination 

b. The men of Judah are guilty of two closely related sins 

i. Marrying foreign women 

ii. Divorcing their wives and taking other women 

c. The prohibition against marrying foreign women may sound “racist” according to 

our sensibilities 

i. But this is a religious prohibition 

ii. Judah “has married the daughter of a foreign god” (v.11b) 

iii. These unbelieving women will draw their husbands even further away 

from the Lord 

1. Like Solomon who drifted away because of his wives 
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2. There is a word of application here for those who are looking for a 

spouse 

a. If you don’t find one among God’s covenant people, there 

may be a temptation to widen the net a little 

b. Why not try dating that non-Christian girl? After all, it’s 

not like she’s against Christianity 

c. Why not marry this non-Christian guy? We can see what 

happens! 

iv. Exodus 34:12-16 – “Observe what I command you this day. Behold, I will 

drive out before you the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 

Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 12 Take care, lest you make a 

covenant with the inhabitants of the land to which you go, lest it become a 

snare in your midst. 13 You shall tear down their altars and break their 

pillars and cut down their Asherim 14 (for you shall worship no other god, 

for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God), 15 lest you make a 

covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and when they whore after their 

gods and sacrifice to their gods and you are invited, you eat of his 

sacrifice, 16 and you take of their daughters for your sons, and their 

daughters whore after their gods and make your sons whore after their 

gods.” 

v. Multiculturalism is destructive because it leaves room for mixing gods and 

mixing religions 
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1. Multiculturalism and polytheism necessarily create havoc which 

frequently resolves in violence 

2. The kingdom of God is multi-ethnic, not multicultural 

3. Ruth can come in as a Moabite because she forsakes her false gods 

and the culture they created and fully incorporates herself into the 

covenant people of God 

d. The Israelite women who are being mistreated by the men of Judah are daughters 

of God 

i. These are not daughters of the foreign god 

ii. The father of each bride is God 

iii. When a man rejects his bride, her father feels an intense heartbreak and 

anger 

1. I’ve seen this myself 

iv. The reason these men feel free to intermarry with pagan women and to 

abandon their lawful wives is because they have already rejected God 

e. In both cases (intermarriage and divorce) the people are telling themselves a lie 

that is incredibly popular today 

i. “Marriage and sex are a private matter” 

1. They are NOT!!!!!!! 

ii. These sinful approaches to marriage and sex are “profaning the sanctuary” 

where God is publicly presented 

iii. Think of this – as these men are profaning the temple of God as they are 

rebuilding it! 
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1. Men – do not think you can take part in rebuilding Christendom if 

you are sleeping with your girlfriend or mistreating your wife 

iv. What fool thinks that he can be a productive member of the people of God 

while he is at the same time insulting God with sexual sin or with being 

inconsiderate and harsh to his wife?  

1. God is the father to your bride! 

f. These men will be cut off from the tents, together with their sons and their 

grandsons (v.12) 

i. Marriage and sexuality are the main drivers of what public life ends up 

looking like 

1. The approach to marriage determines whether a society lives or 

destroys itself 

a. The difference between pirates and Puritans 

ii. Society is built by men who have a wife to care for and children to feed 

1. Society is destroyed by weak men who can only think in the short-

term and who are busy satisfying their lusts 

g. The Fourth Commandment provides a condition for living long in the land 

i. Honouring fathers and mothers 

ii. The ability to enjoy the peace of a homeland is tied to intergenerational 

loyalty 

iii. Mixed marriages and divorce destroy intergenerational loyalty 

1. They alienate the mothers and the fathers and ensure that the 

children can’t be fully loyal to their parents 
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iv. Divorce destroys farms, businesses, churches, and entire nations 

v. My great-great-grandfather got here in 1874 with several other families 

1. It took painstaking work to clear land, build farms, create towns 

and cities, build an economy, plant churches 

2. It was not perfect but 100 years of diligence was able to largely 

Christianize this area 

3. Feminism, no-fault divorce, and sexual immorality has been able 

to destroy much of that work in only half the time 

4. If all of my great grandfather’s children were productive members 

of God’s household, how big a church would he have built? 

10,000?  

5. How many of them have become prodigals?  

a. Take the blessings and run 

b. The blessings that were slowly accumulated can be 

destroyed very rapidly 

vi. This is the cost of family breakdown and of marriages that are not built 

around the foundation of Christ Jesus 

vii. Sin makes men weak and it makes their sons weak 

1. Sin cuts us off from our fathers tents 

2. Sin makes the blessings evaporate 

h. And often, in that transitional time, people will still “bring an offering to the Lord 

of hosts” (v.12b) 
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i. These people are on the way out but on the outside they may keep the 

older customs out of familiarity 

ii. It won’t take long until the children won’t even know 

i. This is a dark picture, but one that the gospel is able to reverse as well 

i. New convert to the Christian faith 

1. He knew nothing of Christianity 

2. After conversion he discovered that his great grandfather had 

moved here from Scandanavia and Germany as a Lutheran 

missionary 

3. How quickly that legacy is forgotten 

a. But how rapidly in the providence of God it can be 

regained through the gospel! 

7. VV.13-14 – “And this second thing you do. You cover the Lord’s altar with tears, with 

weeping and groaning because he no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor 

from your hand. 14 But you say, “Why does he not?” Because the Lord was witness 

between you and the wife of your youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is 

your companion and your wife by covenant.” 

a. The picture of showy and hypocritical religion continues in v.13 

b. Have you ever noticed that some of the most showy people in Christian circles are 

often some of the most unholy people as well?  

c. These people are bringing their offering to the Lord and covering the altar with 

tears and weeping, but God doesn’t accept it 
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i. Even if people are technically bringing the right kinds of sacrifices (which 

they weren’t), if their hearts are cold God won’t take it 

d. The tears here could also be a reference to the tears of these broken-hearted 

women who had been abandoned by their husbands  

i. They are going to the altar for redress for the harm their husbands have 

done to them (Poole) 

e. God has turned His heart away from wicked Judah when He stands in judgment of 

the men who have abandoned their wives 

i. Cf. 1 Peter 3:7 – “Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an 

understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, 

since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may 

not be hindered.” 

ii. This is poetic justice  

1. In a marriage, the husband symbolizes Christ and the wife 

symbolizes the church 

2. This means that if a husband is ignoring his wife, he is 

communicating that Christ ignores the church 

3. Christ will indeed ignore this church, just like the husbands of the 

church have ignored their wives 

a. “Let’s do the whole thing your way” 

b. This is a fitting response from heaven 

c. A man who ignores his wife deserves to be ignored by God 
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d. Since the leaders of Israel were mostly guilty, they led the 

nation in having God’s blessings cut off 

f. V.14 is especially poignant 

i. These rejected women gave their youth to their husbands 

ii. They have given  their loyalty, their childbearing years, their bodies, and 

their affection 

iii. Now that they are no longer youthful, it was common for their husbands to 

abandon them and find younger women 

iv. The liberal school of Judaism allowed for divorce if a man found a woman 

prettier than his wife 

v. God gave these women to these men by covenant, and the men are now 

treating this covenant like a contract 

1. They’re looking for a way out 

vi. These men created a family with one woman and then abandoned them for 

their own selfish reasons 

8. VV.15-16 – “Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And 

what was the one God seeking? Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and 

let none of you be faithless to the wife of your youth. 16 “For the man who does not love 

his wife but divorces her, says the Lord, the God of Israel, covers his garment with 

violence, says the Lord of hosts. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be 

faithless.” 

a. The original marriage was an actual one-flesh union, body and Spirit 
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b. Like the threefold strand in Ecclesiastes 4:12, God was interwoven into this 

covenant 

i. It was a legitimate marriage 

c. Part of what makes covenant marriage so powerful is the one-flesh union that is 

capable of producing children 

i. There is not just the biological conditions to create children 

ii. But the stable covenantal home is the perfect greenhouse to train and to 

nurture these children to know the Lord 

iii. The fact that the Spirit of God has a portion in this union makes it a 

vehicle for discipleship 

d. But now that this blueprint has been abandoned, the Israelite men are marrying 

foreign women or they are leaving their wife by covenant and taking other girls 

i. In either case, what results is a union of bodies, but no Spirit of God 

intertwined with them 

ii. In both cases, the spiritual foundation to raise up godly offspring has been 

destroyed 

iii. Marrying a woman who doesn’t share your faith will shortchange the 

children in how much of the gospel they are able to see in the home 

iv. Leaving their mother and taking another woman will cause your children 

to distrust you and very possibly resent you 

v. Both arrangements strike at the heart of God’s desire for covenant 

marriage to produce godly children 
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1. Thankfully God’s grace is sovereign and divorce is not an 

automatic spiritual death penalty for children  

e. In our day we have become even more freakish and even more perverse as we 

find ever more extreme and disgusting ways to blaspheme God 

i. Same-sex mirage 

ii. Sodomites and lesbians adopting children 

iii. Three sodomites in Quebec adopting a baby boy 

iv. These arrangements are all actively working against God’s design of 

producing godly offspring 

f. invariably, when the biblical norms of marriage and sexuality are broken, it is 

women who suffer the most 

i. ironic in our age that women have been the guiltiest of pushing feminism 

and the sexual revolution and they are the ones most damaged by it 

ii. today, 70% of divorces are initiated by women 

1. what’s truly toxic today is women guiding women apart from the 

Word or from masculine oversight 

2. one thing in common is that when godly masculinity is absent, 

women are destroyed 

a. directly by heavy handed men 

b. indirectly by passive men, when women destroy themselves 

iii. here the abandoned wives are left broken 

iv. v.16 says that the men who divorce their wives cover their garments with 

violence 
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v. this verse is a very difficult one to translate from Hebrew 

1. the men who divorce their wives hate them (ESV) 

2. god hates the divorce (KJV) 

vi. in either case, though, it is a detestable situation 

1. God does hate divorce 

2. A man who unjustly divorces the wife God gave him shows her 

hatred 

3. God hates when men hate their wives 

4. Violence is done 

g. “covers his garment” (v.16) 

i. This should be the federal headship/covering a man protects his wife with 

ii. Cf. Ruth being covered by Boaz on the threshing floor 

iii. But now this garment is no longer a righteous covering, but a violent one 

iv. Duguid – “They were thereby condemning their former wives to a dismal 

life as second-class citizens in society. Such divorces represented 

faithlessness to the covenant commitment that they had originally made to 

their wives to love and protect them, and therefore also represented 

faithlessness to the God before whom they had made that vow.”  

9. The war for the cosmos is being waged in every household on the planet 

a. The way we treat our marriages is a glimpse into how we see God 

b. Frequently through Scripture, idolatry and adultery are almost interchangeable 

ideas 

i. The Moabite women seduced the Israelite men to their gods via adultery 
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ii. Here after the exile, the Israelite men are again being tempted to idolatry 

via adultery and intermarriage 

c. This is the picture God gives us to gauge our spiritual health 

d. God hates divorce because it is always caused by sin 

i. In the case of abandonment or adultery, the innocent party may lawfully 

pursue the divorce 

ii. This is really just a recognition of the fact that the guilty party has already 

destroyed the covenant 

e. We saw this picture in Matthew 

i. Jesus teaches on lawful and unlawful divorce in Matthew 19 

ii. Immediately moves into calling down the covenant curses on Israel for her 

spiritual adultery 

iii. By Matthew 24, the divorce papers were served and Israel was sent away 

1. Not because God broke covenant but because He recognized that 

she had 

iv. In Malachi, we are in the rebuilding days of Ezra and Nehemiah 

1. They are rebuilding the temple in 538BC; the one that Christ lays 

to waste in AD70 

2. In the final end, the Israelites do not obey Malachi, nor do they 

obey Christ 

3. In the Triumphal Entry, Israel was to receive her king in a great 

wedding feast 

a. Instead she committed adultery on her wedding night 
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4. The men in Malachi are forced to clean up the ruin and the rubble 

their fathers left them 

a. Yet as they rebuild they are already sowing the seeds of 

destruction for their sons 

b. A reformation apart from heartfelt obedience to Jesus 

Christ will only result in another round of destruction 

f. How often do we break covenant with Christ? How many reasons do we give Him 

every week to give us our divorce papers? How often are we faithless?  

i. Yet He is not like the men of Israel 

ii. He does not leave and forsake His bride, even on her unbeautiful days 

iii. He is the kind of husband who cares for the broken-hearted woman 

iv. He’s not waiting for a better offer but is committed to making His bride 

more beautiful every year 

g. Hosea & Gomer  

i. Finds another path of redemption after she has destroyed the marriage 

ii. Way overpays for a used up woman who has lost her beauty 

1. Scrapes together silver and grain to have her 

h. Since this is the kind of Husband the church has, how can we not follow His 

example?! 

i. We must guard ourselves in our spirits 

ii. We must not become faithless 

10. CHARGE 
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a. The way we treat other people demonstrates the way we treat God. This is 

especially the case in our families, where the design of our marriage is to serve as 

a symbol of Christ and the church. Some of the men of Israel were heartless and 

faithless, breaking covenant with the wives God had given them. Others of the 

men were marrying outside of the faith. In both cases, the foundation for 

producing godly offspring was harmed, and God was offended. In our day too, 

marriage and fidelity are under attack from many different sources. The enemy 

knows what is at stake. Our charge is to not be like the faithless men of Israel, but 

like the faithful Man, the One who stays faithful, even when we are faithless (2 

Tim. 2:13). He does not get bored and go seeking beauty elsewhere, but has fully 

committed to making His bride, the Christian church, truly beautiful. May we be 

like Him, guarding our spirits, faithfully tending to the blessings He has given 

each one of us.  

11. BENEDICTION 

a. 2 Thessalonians 2:16, 17 – “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our 

Father, who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, 

17 comfort your hearts and establish them in every good work and word.” 

 


