The Trinity

Cornerstone Chapel Bible Class

What is the Trinity?
Definition

Defining the Undefinable

Where is this word Trinity found in the Bible?

Where in the Bible is the concept of the Trinity?
There is one God

Deuteronomy 6:4-9

1 Corinthians 8:4-5

Galatians 3:20

1 Timothy 2:5

Hints at the Three Persons in Genesis
Genesis 1:1 (Elohim)
Genesis 1:26-27
Genesis 3:22
Genesis 18:1-3



The Angel of the Lord in the Old Testament
Genesis 22:11-12
Exodus 3:2-4
Exodus 14:15 & 19

Messianic Psalms
Psalm 2:7, 11-12
Psalm 45:6-7
Psalm 110:1

New Testament Evidence of the Three Persons
John1:11-3 & 14
Matthew 3:16-17
John 10:30
Matthew 28:19
1 Corinthians 8:4-6
Colossians 3:16-17
2 Thessalonians 2:13-14
1 Peter 1:2

Metaphorical "I AM” statements of Christ Jesus in John
John 6:35, 48, 51
John 8:12; John 9:5
John 10:7, 9
John 10:11, 14
John 11:25
John 14:6
John 15:1



Absolute "I AM” statements of Jesus
John 6:20
John 8:24
John 8:28
John 8:58
John 18:5

Diagram from https://www.gotguestions.org/Trinity-Bible.html.




Athanasian Creed, Part 1
Whoever desires to be saved should above all hold
to the catholic (universal Christian) faith. Anyone
who does not keep it whole and unbroken will
doubtless perish eternally. Now this is the catholic
(universal) faith:

That we worship one God in trinity and the trinity in
unity, neither blending their persons nor dividing
their essence. For the person of the Father is a
distinct person, the person of the Son is another,
and that of the Holy Spirit still another. But the
divinity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one,
their glory equal, their majesty coeternal.

What quality the Father has, the Son has, and the
Holy Spirit has.
The Father is uncreated, the Son is
uncreated, the Holy Spirit is uncreated.
The Father is immeasurable, the Son is
immeasurable, the Holy Spirit is
immeasurable.
The Father is eternal, the Son is eternal, the
Holy Spirit is eternal.

And yet there are not three eternal beings; there is
but one eternal being. So too there are not three
uncreated or immeasurable beings; there is but one
uncreated and immeasurable being.

Similarly, the Father is almighty, the Son is almighty,
the Holy Spirit is almighty. Yet there are not three
almighty beings; there is but one almighty being.

Thus the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy
Spirit is God. Yet there are not three gods; there is
but one God. Thus the Father is Lord, the Son is
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Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord. Yet there are not three
lords; there is but one Lord.

Just as Christian truth compels us to confess each
person individually as both God and Lord, so
catholic (universal Christian) religion forbids us to
say that there are three gods or lords.

The Father was neither made nor created nor
begotten from anyone. The Son was neither made
nor created; he was begotten from the Father
alone. The Holy Spirit was neither made nor
created nor begotten; he proceeds from the Father
and the Son.

Accordingly, there is one Father, not three fathers;
there is one Son, not three sons; there is one Holy
Spirit, not three holy spirits.

Nothing in this trinity is before or after, nothing is
greater or smaller; in their entirety the three
persons are coeternal and coequal with each other.

So, in everything, as was said earlier, we must
worship their trinity in their unity and their unity in
their trinity. Anyone then who desires to be saved
should think thus about the trinity.



The Person and Diety of the Father
John 6:27

Romans 1.7

John 20:17

Matthew 6:9-15

The Person and Diety of the Son
John 1:1, 14

Romans 9:5

Colossians 2:9

Hebrews 1:8

1 John 5:20

1 Timothy 1:16-17

The Person and Diety of the Holy Spirit
Acts 5:3-4

Romans 8:9

Romans 8:14

Hebrews 9:14

Ephesians 4:30

Subordination within the Trinity
The Son is subordinate to the Father
Luke 22:42
John 5:36
John 20:21
Galatians 4:4-6
1 John 4:14
1 Corinthians 11:3




The Spirit is sent by both the Father and the Son
John 14:16, 26
John 15:26
John 16:7
John 16:13-14
Galatians 4:4-6

Distinctions in Works
Ephesians 1:1-14

Father is the ultimate source or cause of:
The universe
1 Corinthians 8:6
Revelation 4:11

Divine revelation
Revelation 1:1

Salvation
John 3:16-17

Jesus's human works
John 5:17
John 14:10

Son is the agent through whom the Father works:
Creation and maintenance of the universe
1 Corinthians 8:6
John 1:3
Colossians 1:16-17



Divine revelation
John 1:1
John 16:12-15
Matthew 11:27
Revelation 1:1

Salvation
John 3:16
2 Corinthians 5:19
Matthew 1:21
John 4:42

The Holy Spirit is the means by whom the Father works:
Creation and maintenance of the universe
Genesis 1:2
Psalm 104:29-30
Luke 1:35

Divine revelation
John 16:12-15
Ephesians 3:4-5
2 Peter 1:21

Salvation
John 3:6
Titus 3:5
1 Peter 1:2

Jesus's works
Isaiah 61:1
Acts 10:38



The Work of the Trinity

Though the word “Trinity” does not appear in the Bible, by presenting the
Father, Son, and Spirit together, all doing what no one else ever does, the
Gospel of John gives us the foundation on which this doctrine is based.
Observing what God says and does helps us to know him, and observing
which actions are done by which members of the Godhead helps us to
see which roles they play.

Action  |Father Son Spirit
John 521,26 [John 521, 25-26, 40 .
Give life |John 6:33 John 6:33 jom ngég
John 17:3 John 17:3 onn .
John 13:19, 26, 36-38
Proclaim John 14:3, 29 )
future O 133 John 16:1-4, 16-28, 32 °M 1613
John 20:18
Indwell John 14:20, 23
be“"evvers John 14:23 John 15:4-7 John 14:17
John 17:23, 26
John 6:45 jgm ;f;‘l
Teach John 7:16, 17 ) John 14:26
lohn 8:28 John 8:20
’ John 13:13-14
. John 5:32, 37
JT:SSJ?’ ) ohn 6:27 John 8:12-14, 18 John 15:26
John 8:18
John 5:22-23 John 1:14
Glorify  {John 850,54  |John 2:11 )
Jesus  |John 13:31-32  |John 13:31-32 John 16:14
John 17:1, 22 John 17:5, 24

Table from ESV Study Bible: https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-study-

bible/chart-43-10/



https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-study-bible/chart-43-10/
https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-study-bible/chart-43-10/

Controversies and Heresies

Polytheism

Equality of
Persons

o

Three Persons

g

Subordinationism T Modalism

Monotheism

Diagram from James R. White, 1998, "The Forgotten Trinity,” p 27.

Polytheism — Denial of monotheism
Tritheism

Subordinationism — Denial of the equality and unity of the three
persons

Arianism

Adoptionism

Ebionitism

Madeconianism

Modalism — Denial of the distinctions in the three persons
Patripassianism
Sabellianism
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Council of Nicaea (AD 325) & Council of Constantinople (AD 381)

Nicene Creed:
We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker
of heaven and earth, of all things visible and
invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
begotten from the Father before all ages, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made; of the same essence as the
Father. Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and
the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was
crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again with glory to judge the
living and the dead. His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and the
Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic (universal) and
apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the
resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to
come. Amen.
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Does it matter what we believe about the Trinity?

Athanasian Creed: So in everything, as was said earlier, we must
worship their trinity in their unity and their unity in their trinity.
Anyone then who desires to be saved should think thus about the
trinity.

John 4:24
1 John 4:2-3

2 Corinthians 3:14

Get a clear idea, then, of the Trinity in Unity. Do not reason about
it; do not try to understand it: remember, it is not your duty to
comprehend, but to apprehend such truths as these: you are to
believe, rather than to reason. One God in the Trinity of his
persons let us know and worship; for remember that, those who
do not know this, very seldom know much else about divine
things; for a very remarkable fact it is, that when the doctrine of
the Trinity is given up, the other doctrines of the evangelical
system are pretty sure to be cast to the winds. — C. H. Spurgeon
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