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I realized this week that it was almost 8 years to the day… when I concluded 

my last sermon series in Revelation. – It has been 8 years since I have 

preached through this fascinating book.  Most of you were not here (at that 

time)… so I hope you don’t mind my bringing you to another study of 

Revelation.  There have been a lot of developments over the course of 8 

years… and I have studied Revelation a little more… so these will not be the 

exact same messages. … [ P A U S E ] … 

 

I have TWO reasons for doing this study again… even though not long 

ago… a study like this was unpopular.  But during my lifetime… I noticed a 

major catalyst that seemed to stir the hearts and imaginations of believers - 

with regard to end-time events. Before the mid-1970’s… when Hal Lindsay 

wrote “The Late Great Planet Earth”… people who went around saying “We 

are living in the last days…” were thought of as candidates for mental 

institutions.  Cartoons often depicted them with long stringy hair… wearing 

ragged white robes… with sandwich-board-signs hanging from their 

shoulders that read “The End is Near!”   

 

No one wanted to be identified with such lunacy… so conversations about 

Biblical end-time prophecy… (known as “eschatology”)… only happened in 

the confines of a relatively few seminaries and Bible colleges.  But outside of 

those institutions… any prolonged discussion about the events described in 

apocryphal literature (like Revelation)… was simply avoided. … Now… there 

were a few and far between sermons that were occasionally preached about 

the end times… but preachers risked their reputations – by being labeled 

“kooky”… and “out of touch with reality.”  … [ P A U S E ] … 

 

A few years after the release of Hal Lindsay’s book… I was being mentored 

by a pastor who had previously served on the staff of Campus Crusade for 

Christ with Hal Lindsay. … I was aware that my pastor knew Hal Lindsey 
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(personally)… so I couldn’t wait to engage him in conversation about end-

time prophecy.  We had lunch together one day and I immediately asked 

Pastor Gene about his take on “eschatology.” … He let me know (right away) 

that he did not want to talk about it.  … When I registered surprise… Pastor 

Gene sternly brushed it all aside saying:  

 

“We have too much of the Bible that we DO understand and need to 
concern ourselves with obeying THAT… instead of concerning 
ourselves with matters that we do NOT understand… and argue 
over…”       

 

As a teenager… when I started to become serious about my Christian faith… 

my mother knew that I was planning to become a pastor (some day)… and 

she approached me (more than once) and said to me: “Jimmy… please tell 

me that you will not be one of those somber… long-faced preachers who go 

around saying: ‘Weeee are liiiiving in the Laaaast Daaays!!!’” 

 

So… (I guess)… as long as I don’t do it with a somber long-face… and scary 

dramatic tone… she’ll be alright with it.  And because she was such a Christ-

follower… I know that she is with Jesus right now… and understands (far 

more than I do)… the great importance of what I am doing.   
 

  

Furthermore… we will come to a verse in our study today… that contradicts 

the common attitudes about end-time events (which existed before Hal 

Lindsay’s Book – “The Late Great Planet Earth” - came out in the mid-

1970’s.) … We will see God promise a blessing to those who read the Book 

of Revelation and who heed its words. It is a very real promise that applies to 

believers – even today.  (We will look at what that means when we get to it… 

in a few minutes)… but we can know for certain that God Himself 

encourages us to study and try to understand this book – NOT ignore it in 

favor of less controversial Scriptural passages.    
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The SECOND thing that has motivated me to preach through Revelation 

(again)… is all that we see happening in and around Israel this past year 

and in the last few weeks.  We are seeing the end-time prophecies being 

fulfilled before our very eyes… Folks!  What a privilege for you and I to be 

living during this time – as believers!   

 

Another verse (our first verse in Revelation) that we will look at today… 

declares that once the prophesied events start to occur (which I believe 

they are occurring right now)… everything (according to what this verse 

says) will greatly accelerate.  They will all very rapidly occur (close in time 

to each other) – like falling dominoes.  Once the dominoes begin to fall – in 

rapid succession all of the prophecies will quickly be fulfilled… without 

much delay (at all) between each event.     

Think of me as a Kook if you wish… but I have to declare it.  We ARE 

living in the last days… No.  Let me rephrase that and borrow a phrase 

from a friend of mine… Pastor Jim Cecy:  We aren’t living in the last days.  

We are living in the last seconds!...” 

 

I will just say a word about recent events in the Middle East – which seem 

to point that the process of accelerating fulfilled prophecy may have 

already begun (or is right on the verge of it.)  

 

On October 7 2023 Israel was viciously attacked by her enemies on all 

sides.  Thousands were murdered… sexually assaulted… and taken 

captive and are still being held.  Israel has retaliated while thousands of 

missels have been launched at Israel from Gaza… Lebanon… Iran… and 

other Islamic nations who are trying to drive Israel into the sea.  Very few 

of the missel and drone strikes have gotten close to Israel.  They have 

been shot down before reaching their targets… and have vastly depleted 
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all the weapons of Israel’s enemies… who have twice launched at Israel a 

missile volley bigger than any other in the history of world… and have 

twice failed miserably in their results. 

In the meantime… Israel has launched their own strikes.  These have 

been surgically precise strikes that have eliminated the leaders of the 

forces who have been seeking to drive Israel into the sea. ... Islamic 

military leaders… who were thought to be un-reachable (like Qassem 

Soleimani, Saleh Al-Arouri, Ismail Haniyeh, Yahya Sinwar, and so many 

more…) have been struck-down and killed by Israeli forces.   Now the 

enemy is in disarray – with weapons greatly depleted and military 

strategists and commanders eliminated.     

The nation who has funded Israel’s enemies is Iran.  They were seen as 

untouchable because of the military might of Hezbollah and forces in 

Lebanon that would stop Israel from ever reaching Iran.  They had been 

able to stop Israel from ever getting close to Iran.  But in the last month… 

this is no longer the case.  All of those forces have been taken down by 

Israeli forces.  They are all in shambles.  Israel now has a clear path to 

Iran… and this has Iran shaking in their boots. 

Iran has been the source of Middle-Eastern attacks against Israel.  They 

have been providing money and resources (weapons and missels) to 

Israel’s enemies that surround them on all sides.  Without Iran – Israel 

would not have all the military aggression that we see launched against 

them (again and again and again.)  AND NOW… Iran is exposed!  Iran is 

vulnerable. 

After hacking and freezing Iranian radar screens… the Israeli Air Force 

(last week) was able to send wave after wave of bomb-laden jets toward 

Tehran and other key strategic sites.  They have destroyed several of 
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Iran’s key military bases and weaponry. 

 

The strikes have wiped out Iran’s air defense capabilities… including their 

Russian S-300 air defense systems. …   Now it is just a matter of Israel 

marching into Iran and over-throwing their hate-filled regime that has been 

trying to destroy Isreal AND the United States.  

On October 7 2023… when the Iranian-led vicious attacks against Israel 

was unleashed – they did not know what kind of a giant they had poked.  

… Will Iran’s demise lead to peace – FINALLY!!!?  It seems as though 

there will not be any peace as long as Iran continues to stir trouble and 

finance Israel’s enemies. 

AND – here is why all of this important.  One of the prophetic dominoes to 

fall – which is part of the acceleration in speedy fulfillment of the others – 

depends on Israel no longer being threatened to be attacked by her 

neighbors.   

   

Ezekiel 38:1-9 

 

Russia and her allies will launch a surprise attack on Israel WHEN ISRAEL 

IS SECURE (or at peace) in her land.  … The events over the last two 

weeks – for the first time since Israel returned to their land – have created 

the only opportunity they have had… for the kind of peace that is 

described in Ezekiel 38.   

We do not know if the prophecy described in Ezekiel 38 will happen 

BEFORE the church is raptured… or AFTER the church is raptured.  But 

most scholars agree that it takes place in close proximity (time-wise) to the 

rapture.  It will most likely occur before the Antichrist takes full control of 

the nations of the earth.   

My point is this:  1) We could (very well) be seeing the peace develop in 
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Israel that is described in Ezekiel 38.  And 2) those events described in  

Ezekiel 38 will happen close to the time of the rapture.  And 3) once these 

end time events start to occur – they accelerate in the speed of their 

happening.  … [ P A U S E ] … 

Now I have given you three reasons why I am excited to study the Book of 

Revelation with you.  It may almost be like reading the newspaper. … So 

much of it is based on Old Testament Scripture… and we will be doing a 

lot of going back and forth between Revelation and the Old Testament. 

 

The Bible is one book …from the first book to the last. Genesis is 

completed by the book of Revelation. The tangled threads of Bible history 

flow into Revelation like the Mississippi River flows into the Gulf of Mexico.  

 

In Genesis… we find the entrance of sin and the curse. … In Revelation 

we find its end. 

• In Genesis… we find the dawn of Satan and his activities - and his 
doom in Revelation. 

• In Genesis… the Tree of Life is abandoned - and in Revelation it's 

regained. 

• In Genesis… Death makes its entrance - and in Revelation its exit. 

• Genesis records the beginning of sorrow - and in Revelation it's 

removal. 

• Genesis records the commencement of prophecy - and 

Revelation records the consummation. 

 

The Book of Revelation does not provide a lot of new information. Instead 

it takes about 500 prophecies that are scattered throughout the Old 

Testament… Genesis only starts it off. This book catches up and weaves 

together all the Bible's lines of prophetic revelation. This book is the 
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capstone of all the prophecy in the Bible. Revelation puts it all in a 

chronological order… so that we have a sequence of the events. It gives 

us a framework for all of the prophecies. 

 

That is why (in our study of Revelation) we will be using this LAST BOOK 

OF THE BIBLE as our base… (We will be all over the Old Testament.)  

This will be a study where you might get to know your Old Testament… as 

well as the very last Book of the Bible - Revelation.  

 

Now let’s get started. We will not get far today… perhaps only the first 8 

verses… but these have more than enough for us to chew on… 

 

Rev 1:1 

 

I spoke about this verse last week… but allow me to remind you that the 

word Revelation comes from the Latin "re" meaning "back," and "velum" 

meaning "veil covering." … It means to pull back the veil or to uncover. 

 

The Greek word is "apokaloopsis" and means to "unveil, lay bare, expose." 

In Revelation the veil is pulled back and we see that which has been 

hidden up till now. You will notice that it is the "Revelation of Jesus Christ." 

It is all about Him. … In the Revelation we can see His Person, Plan, 

Purpose, Promise, Priorities, and Power. 

 

It is not intended that this book be mysterious or confusing… to the 

servants of Christ… but illuminating and revealing. … God wants His 

bondservants to understand what this book is about… and what we have to 

look forward to… and what is the destiny of unsaved men and women. …It 

is an open book in which God reveals His plans and purposes to His 

church. 
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The revelation is to be shown to particular people. The word "servants" 

refers to believers. Referring to believers as "servants" gives us a lesson 

here on revelation and submission. (LISTEN!)… Those who submit to 

Jesus Christ… will receive and perceive revelation. …The message of 

Revelation is for God's servants.  Unbelievers who study this book only to 

answer their curiosity will be disappointed. It will sound like gibberish. The 

unsaved cannot fully understand this book because it is revealed to His 

servants… to show them His plan. 

1 Corinthians 2:14 (ESV) 
The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because 
they are spiritually discerned. 

 

Eight times in the book we find the admonition… "He that has an ear, let 

him hear" (2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22; 13:9). … It takes the dedicated ear 

of a willing bondslave to Jesus Christ… to understand the truths set forth in 

this book. 

Verse one (in the ESV) refers to “the things which must soon take place…” 

Perhaps a better translation would be “the things which must shortly… or 

quickly… take place…” The word that the ESV translates as “soon” is the 

Greek word en tachei which forms our English word "tachometer." (A 

tachometer is an instrument used to measure speed or velocity.)  

The Greek word "en tachei" indicates swiftness. The events in this book 

will come to pass swiftly when they begin to unfold. … So this is a 

statement – not-so-much-about “when” the events will occur…  but "how" 

they will occur. They will occur very speedily. …It is a warning that the 

Divine judgment will come (very-very) fast… This is why I am so interested 

in what is happening today in the Middsle-East. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev%2B2%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev%2B2%3A11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev%2B2%3A17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev%2B2%3A29
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev%2B3%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev%2B3%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev%2B3%3A22
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev%2B13%3A9
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Rev 1:2-3 

 
John intends the book of Revelation to produce a radical change in 

perspective. … He intends persecuted believers to feel the reality that we 

are blessed. … In spite of the fact that we may be at odds with our reigning 

culture… and in spite of its hostility against us… we are blessed! … 

 

But this pronouncement of blessing means more than just that. God has 

promised a special blessing to those who read… who hear… and who 

keep its inspired truths. … Now…if God promises a blessing to those who 

read… hear… and keep its words - then can you imagine how cruel it 

would be… if it was not understandable…?  … It simply must be 

comprehensible.  … And it is a sad thing that many of God's people know 

little or nothing of the Revelation… and have such little motivation for 

trying. … Revelation is the only book in the Bible that both opens and 

closes with a blessing. 

 

Revelation 22:7 (ESV) 
“And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the 
words of the prophecy of this book.” 

 
The word for “keep”… “Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the 

prophecy…” means to watch. After reading and listening to the Book of 

Revelation… the believer should have a longing for the return of the 

Messiah.  And those believers who love and look for His return are 

promised a special crown – which we will discuss later on in the study of 

this book. But for now… please notice that… 1) there is promised special 

blessing… 2) it is attached to a study of the Book of Revelation… and 3) it 

is a conditional blessing. The condition is that we allow it to develop in us a 

longing for Christ’s return. 
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Rev 1:4 
 
The author is the Apostle John… and his original audience was THE seven 

churches that are in Asia – THE seven churches!  Now… the region that 

was in John’s day known as Asia had more than seven churches… but 

John used here… and will continue to use a definite article (“THE”). 

The church at Colossae… to whom Paul wrote the Book of Colossians… 

was located in Asia… but it is not one of THE seven churches that John 

writes to. Another one was Troy… which is where Paul spent some time 

during his missionary travels. These were significant churches. And by the 

time that Revelation was written… there were more than the seven 

churches that John addressed in this letter – specifically in chapters 2 and 

3 of Revelation. 

Why does John only address 7 churches on the Asian province… mention 

them specifically in chapters 2 and 3… refer to them as “THE 7 

churches”… and after he finished addressing each one specifically… he 

always wrote – “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches…” … Now it is not “the seven churches”… but simply “the 

churches…” 

I am convinced that John wrote to seven specific churches of Asia… who 

faced contemporary situations at the time he wrote this letter from the 

island of Patmos… But their contemporary situations also characterize 

seven definite periods of church history… from the time of Pentecost… to 

the time when the rapture will happen and the church is taken up. The 

things that were happening in those seven churches… perfectly correspond 

with what would be occurring in seven distinct historical eras of the church 

on earth.  We will see… when we come to chapters 2 and 3 of 
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Revelation… how the situations that John wrote about… match and 

parallel… in perfect sequence… seven distinct periods of church history. 

(And just wait until you see how perfectly the last situation… in the final 

church… which represents the final church period before the rapture… 

matches the church age that we are in now…) 

So chapters 2 and 3 are about the church on earth - through the ages. 

Revelation is intended for Christ’s church on earth… until we are taken 

up… into glory at the rapture. 

The number seven is important in this book… because it signifies fullness 

and completeness. In Revelation… you will find seven seals (Rev. 5:1)… 

seven trumpets (Rev. 8:6)… seven vials (Rev. 16:1)… seven stars (Rev. 

1:16)… and seven lampstands (Rev. 1:12, 20). 

In this very same verse of Revelation 1… where we first see “the seven 

churches”… the number seven is used twice. At the end of this verse it is 

used again by the Holy Spirit being referred to as the SEVEN Spirits. 

Isaiah 11:2 also mentions seven spirits and… and Bible interpreters say it 

is a reference to seven characteristics of the Holy Spirit. Seven is 

symbolic for fullness and completeness in Revelation - and throughout 

the Old Testament. 

Rev 1:5 
 
John comforts his persecuted readers with the truth that Jesus has 

triumphed over death (the firstborn of the dead) and that he is sovereign 

over all earthly powers… even Caesar… since he is the ruler of kings on 

earth… and He has made us a kingdom of priests. 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev%2B5%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev%2B8%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev%2B16%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev%2B1%3A16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev%2B1%3A16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev%2B1%3A12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev%2B1%3A20
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Rev 1:6 
 
After God redeemed Israel from Egypt He also called them “a kingdom of 

priests” (Exodus 19:6)… thus indicating that all of them were holy to Him.  

Isaiah reminded Israel that this is how God sees His people. (We are 

priests.)  

 

Isaiah 61:6 (ESV)  
6  but you shall be called the priests of the LORD; they shall speak 
of you as the ministers of our God; you shall eat the wealth of the 
nations, and in their glory you shall boast.  

 

Look what Peter wrote in his letter… 

 

1 Peter 2:9 (ESV) 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

 

If you are saved – If you are one of God’s people - you are a Priest in God's 

eyes. … … This points to two things Christians do. First… Christians serve 

and worship God. … Second… we mediate the knowledge of God to others. 

We proclaim the saving good news. 

 

Are you living like a priest - worshiping God and helping others know 

God? … Does your life announce that glory belongs to Jesus? … Are you 

telling others that Jesus is coming back…? 

 

Rev 1:7 

 

Jesus is coming. This is the central message of Revelation.  Jesus is 

coming.  Everyone will see Him in His full glory.  He will be unveiled. 

The clouds which attend His Coming are symbols of His glory and 

majesty… just as we have seen many times in the Old Testament… like 

when the clouds filled the Temple in Isaiah 6… and the cloud that led the 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ex%2B19%3A6


13  

Israelites through the desert. 

 

At His Second Coming the Jews and all those who inhabit the earth will 

realize what they did to Him on the Cross and they will wail because of this 

knowledge. 

 

• The first time the Lord arrived, He was veiled in the body of a little 
child. When He returns, He will be unveiled and seen as He really is, 
the Son of God. 

• The first time He came, a star marked His arrival. The next time He 
comes, the Heavens will roll up like a scroll and the stars will fall out 
of the sky. 

• The first time He came, gifts were brought to Him by wise men and 
shepherds. When He returns, He will bring gifts and rewards with 
Him for His servants. 

• The first time He came, there was no room for Him in the inn. When 
He returns, the whole Earth will not be able to contain His glory and 
majesty. 

• The first time He came, only a few attended His arrival. The next 
time the Lord comes, every eye shall see Him. 

• The first time He came as a baby. Soon He will return as King of 
kings and Lord of lord. 

 

Rev 1:8 

 

The titles given to God in Revelation 1:8 make it clear that He is certainly 

able to work out His divine purposes in human history. Alpha and Omega 

are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet… so… God is at the 

beginning of all things… and also at their end. … He is the eternal God 

unlimited by time.  We know that what the Lord has begun… He will finish! 

He is also the Almighty… able to do anything. Almighty is a key name for 

God in Revelation. This name of God appears at least 48 times in the Old 

Testament. It is applied to Jesus here. This is a direct claim that Jesus is 

God.  Don’t let anyone tell you that the Bible never says Jesus is God. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev%2B1%3A8
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It is the Hebrew word "Shaddai" meaning "The Sufficient One or the One 

who Satisfies." … … “Shaddai” several scholars believe was derived from 

another Hebrew word – “Shad.” “Shad” refers to the breast of a nursing 

mother.  The picture is that the Lord is our satisfier and that He is all we 

need. He is our encourager and giver of strength. What a comfort to any 

believer who faces persecution! … … He is the all-sufficient… powerful 

One. This is the relationship that every believer can have with the Lord 

Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ is sufficient to meet every need you 

and I have if we will let Him meet our need. 

… … … … … … … 
 

As I close this morning… I want to address every believer… who 

understands that God has made you a priest. 

 

We all know what took place September 11, 2001. Nineteen terrorists. Four 

planes. Two towers of the World Trade Center. The Pentagon. An open 

field. Nearly three thousand people dead. 

 

What if you had known about all that with absolute certainty on September 

10, 2001? What if you had gotten information on the afternoon of 

September 10, 2001, about what was going to happen the next morning? 

What if your wife or your son or your mother or your brother-in-law was 

going to be on one of those planes? Would you not do absolutely 

everything in your power to use the information you had received to help 

people avoid the fiery destruction that was coming? What would your life 

look like if you made use of what God has revealed about what is to come? 

 

Something is coming that is going to be infinitely worse than 9/11, eternally 

worse — the judgment of God. 
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As we launch our study of Revelation… let's ask the Lord to use this 

book to fire us with the same urgency we would have if it were 

September 10, 2001… and we had just learned what was going to 

happen the next morning.  

 

You would not rest with that information. So may it be with this 

information. 

… … … … … … … … 

(And) perhaps you are listening to me today – wondering if you are a 

believer.  You may not know for sure if you will be on God’s winning side 

when all the events of Revelation are launched. 

Is God your Shaddai?   Is He "The Sufficient One - the One who 

Satisfies" to you? … Why not ask Him into your life today.  In just a 

moment I am going to lead a prayer for anyone who would like for Him to 

come into your life and save you and to become the Master of your life.   

Time is short! 


