Psalm 84:1 — The Wonder of Worship — Part 1: Beauty
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Beloved in the Lord Jesus: For the typical North American, without a doubt, worship has
been relegated to “something to do if I have nothing else to do” or worship is_“a thing 1
do for special occasions, like for Easter or Christmas.”

What a tragedy that is since man was made to worship and man needs worship.

And even if man does go to worship, he demands worship be adjusted to satisfy his
desires.

It has to be entertaining — with a 30-minute sermon with 7 minutes of comedic
illustrations.

This 1s contemptible worship.

You will learn today many reasons for contemptible worship, and you will find solutions
for this problem of contemptible worship.

I know there 1s an area or two where you need improvement as I. For today,

Our headings are:

The background of the Psalm

You worship Yahweh only

You worship in Yahweh’s tabernacle

You worship Yahweh because he is beautiful

Our goals are: That, knowing you have been brought back to God through the blood of
Jesus, you will long to be in worship, you will support the worship of God, and you will
promote the worship of God to all the world, including to your brothers at New Horizon.

The background of the Psalm

1 To the Chief Musician. On an instrument of Gath. A Psalm of the
sons of Korah.
1. This Psalm was sent to the Chief Musicain.

It was not sent to the least musician because this Psalm was going to be sung for
the glory of God.

He gave priority to worship! He knew worship was valuable.




2. This Psalm was sung on _an instrument from Gath — a Philistine territory - and the
music was written by the Sons of Korah.

Worship wasn’t taken lightly. Excellent music accompanied excellent lyrics.

They weren’t “winging it.”

3. It was a Psalm likely written by David when he was either running from Saul or
running from _his son Absalom and he was not able to be near the tabernacle to
worship Yahweh, though he longed to be there to worship.

4. Lessons:

a. There was always music in worship, not just for representative worship by the
priests and Levites in the Old Testament, but by all of God’s people.

b. You must take care that you have good music to sing, music with sound doctrine
that glorify God.

c. Don’t take singing lightly.

Think of the words you sing.

Learn the tunes to sing properly.

You worship Yahweh only

How lovely is Your tabernacle, O LORD of hosts!
1. The Psalmist is unequivocal: He was worshiping Yahweh, the covenant God.

He knew God interacted with man _covenantally, on a personal level, though he is in
heaven.

He knew God was a covenant God who promised to provide a Covenant keeper the
very day man fell into sin.

2. The Psalmist is unequivocal: He is worshipping Yahweh of Hosts — God of armies,
God who judges the wicked.

How important this is!
Psalms 18:1 A Psalm of David the servant of the LORD, who spoke to
the LORD the words of this song on the day that the LORD delivered
him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul. And
he said: | will love You, O LORD, my strength.




Psalms 27:1 A Psalm of David. The LORD is my light and my
salvation; Whom shall | fear? The LORD is the strength of my life;
Of whom shall | be afraid? 2 When the wicked came against me To
eat up my flesh, My enemies and foes, They stumbled and fell. 3
Though an army may encamp against me, My heart shall not fear;
Though war should rise against me, In this | will be confident.

But there is a secondary meaning to “Lord of Hosts.”

While “hosts” means “armies,” and pictured God’s judgment against those who fight
against him by destroying them with his angels, “hosts” also refers to angels who
join God’s people in worship.

You see this pictured where angels in the Holiest Place watched over worship.

3. Lessons:
a. Being estranged or separated by providence from the worship of God was pain
to the Psalmist, and so it should be for you.

Here you are reminded of Christ’s work, you join with the angels of heaven, you
sing holy praises, you are nourished with his grace by his Word and sacraments,
and you are encouraged by Yahweh’s people.

Does visiting grandma on Sunday instead of going to church sound the same?
Does your child’s piano competition sound the same?

b. Worship is not about you! 1t is not about your nice dress, the tasty refreshments,
or the church’s influence.

Worship is not about being superstitious.

Worship is about Yahweh and his glory.

You worship in Yahweh’s tabernacle

1. The word “tabernacle” here should be translated “tabernacles,” not because there
were many tabernacles, but to show the greatness of the place.

Here is an example on one tabernacle described in as many.

Psalms 68:35 O God, You are more awesome than Your holy places.
The God of Israel is He who gives strength and power to His people.




Blessed be God!
There was really one holy place.

2. The tabernacle was the most special place one could be because there the people
specially met with God.

To make this point stronger, the Psalmist noted this was “God’s” tabernacle, not
man’s.

In the tabernacle were the 3 tables which pointed to the Trinity. They had
guidance, food, and prayer.

In the Holiest Place the priest petitioned God directly. Ordinary men were able to
go directly to God with a picture of the blood of Christ in the animals that were
sacrificed before entering.

The tabernacle was where men knew their sins were forgiven by God and they had
new life!

It is not surprising French Protestants called their place of worship Paradise, and
with good reason, for there they met with God like Adam did.

Worship was a return to Eden.

3. The Psalmist has a strong desire to 20 to the tabernacle — even to remain there.

Psalms 27:4 One thing | have desired of the LORD, That will | seek:
That | may dwell in the house of the LORD All the days of my life,
To behold the beauty of the LORD, And to inquire in His temple. 5 For
in the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion; In the secret
place of His tabernacle He shall hide me; He shall set me high upon a
rock.

This theme is echoed in Psalm 92, where the Psalmist wanted to be an evergreen tree
planted in the house of God.

He wanted to stay there permanently.
There he would be rich — rich with things that mattered.

Psalms 43:3 Oh, send out Your light and Your truth! Let them lead




me; Let them bring me to Your holy hill And to Your tabernacle.

4. Lessons:
a. What you do here in worship was rightly called by the church fathers “the
heavenly exchange.” God gives grace; men give praise.

b. In the worship of your Triune God you have light, like the menorah, so
guidance; you have the table of shewbread, so spiritual food; and you have the
table of incense, so prayer.

c. It is shocking some treat worship with contempt!

Don’t miss from God’s greeting to the benediction in the worship service.
It is self-robbery, it is wife robbery, and it is child robbery if you do.

God help vou if your children learn to rob God from you.

d. You only worship through the blood of Jesus.

Muslims think of God as just gracious and he can wish away sins. Not Yahweh!

You need the blood of your Atoning Sacrifice to go to God.

e. Does it hurt you if vou can’t get to worship, maybe like when it snowed last
week?

Is it hard to be away from God’s people? Isn’t it?

f. The final tabernacle is coming. L.ong for it.

But the tabernacle becomes a mansion with many rooms

John 14:2 "In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so,
| would have told you. | go to prepare a place for you. 3 "And if | go
and prepare a place for you, | will come again and receive you to
Myself; that where | am, there you may be also.

You worship Yahweh because he is beautiful

How lovely is Your tabernacle, O LORD of hosts!
1. “Lovely” is often translated “amiable” because it carries the sense that the tabernacle
was easy to love.




Anyone who knew what was taking place there, wanted to be there. David did!

Everyvone wants to be around beautiful people...or special things...or notable
places...and since the church of God is the most special thing — the most beautiful
thing on earth, David longed to be here.

This view is set in_contrast to those who attended worship (and were not prevented
like David was) but were not enthralled with the wonder of worship because they
did not see it as a lovely thing.

And since the tabernacle represented Jesus — It was Jesus who was beautiful!

Don’t miss this!

2. The tabernacle represented the Lord and his presence among his people with 3 tribes
on _the 4 sides.

It was the center of their lives!

To be sure, the tabernacle wasn’t remarkable in its natural beauty. It was a tent of
ordinary skins on the outside.

But what was happening on the inside was a thing of beauty.

God was meeting man and fixing man’s problem there.

Man got all the answers to be saved and live by spending time in the tabernacle.

3. Lessons:
a. After reflecting on the beauty of worship, don’t you long to be here?

Seeing a distant picture isn’t enough.
Online worship isn’t the same!

If you see a photo of the Parthenon, that’s neat, but when you see how amazing it is
in person — you get a sense of his height and its position overlooking Athens, and
you can physically touch it, it is a much higher level, so it is with the worship of
God.
Job 19:27 Whom | shall see for myself, And my eyes shall behold,
and not another. How my heart yearns within me!




b. If you are longing to behold the beauty of God on _a regular basis, you need to
see if that good theme — that message of salvation - is really in your hearts.

Psalms 45:1 A Contemplation of the sons of Korah. A Song of
Love. My heart is overflowing with a good theme; | recite my
composition concerning the King; My tongue is the pen of a ready
writer.

Conclusion:

The Psalmist declared he worshiped Yahweh, maker of heaven and earth, and re-maker
of those who fell.

He wanted to worship in the tabernacle — to return to Eden, for there his soul was
nourished as he gazed on the beautiful and gracious Lord there.

Brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ:
1. Recognize who God is! Know him well.

He is not like the gods of this world!
Know his church and get into it.
See the wonder of his creation and his re-creation!

2. Reflect on who Christ is to you — the greatest thing of beauty you can ever find.

Read over those sermons on the atonement.
Reflect on God’s love.
Return to passionate worship in his church!

3. Remind yourself that the day will come when you will worship God in fulness again.

Your ultimate longing is for heaven- that perfect garden, as Job declared for himself.

Job 19:27 Whom I shall see for myself, And my eyes shall behold, and not another. How
my heart yearns within me!

Finally: You can’t worship God until you are made pure.



You can only become pure if God forgives your sins because you claim Christ’s death as
your own.

What is stopping you from doing this today?
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