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Review:

Cain is now seen in the biblical text after the murder of his brother and
his banishment from God and from his home region, which was near Eden. Eden
was in Southeast Iraq near ancient Babylon or about forty miles southeast of
Baghdad on the Euphrates River northwest of the Persian Gulf. Cain’s leaving
God was only a departure of the physical presence of God in time and space, The
Shekinah Glory. One cannot get away from God since He is omnipresent. This
refers to the moving flame at the east end of the Garden of Eden. The facts are
that Cain had sisters and even offspring as well as nieces whom he could have
had as a wife. Because the gene pool was not yet fully corrupt as decay settled
into the creation after the fall there was no prohibition against marrying a close
relative. Later under the Mosaic Law, God would implement such regulations,
(Leviticus 18: 6-18) which are intact today in Christianity (I Corinthians 5: 1
etc.). Unbelievers trying to provide some validation of their unbelief that the
Bible is not true usually raise issues like this.

Cain is seen as only wandering so far and then beginning to have a
family and attempt to defy God’s decree for him to be a vagabond. However he
settles in a geographic region known then as Nod (Hebrew for the land of
wandering). With Cain settled in Nod he had a son Enoch with his wife and this
son became the founder of a city by his same name. This was a prohibition of
God that Cain violated. Cain was supposed to be a nomad. In violating God’s
Word Cain set the stage for a satanic world system where humanity would be
organized around the principles of greed, selfishness, ambition, force and
pleasure. We are commanded to not love this system in the New Testament (I
John 2: 15-17). This city was destroyed with the Flood but the principles
returned with the Babylonians after the Flood.

Cain and his wife had Enoch. Four generations down from him is
Lamech who introduces polygamy and bigamy into the human family. He takes
two wives. From the two wives Zillah and Adah there are three sons and a
daughter mentioned. The three sons are the progenitors of two crafts, music, and
metallurgy and the nomadic lifestyle. The daughter’s contribution must have
been significant due to here inclusion but it is not delineated. Those alive at the
time and for the next several centuries probably knew of her exploits.

Adam then records a song in poetic form by Lamech. This type of
Hebrew poetry is parallelism or one line repeating another with slightly different



text. Lamech slew a youthful warrior who wounded him and demanded greater
leniency in any vengeance that might come his way than that afforded to Cain
(4:24). Lamech boasted about the murder. Here is a picture of a selfish society
defying God and His laws, seeking pleasure and self-indulgence. Lamech was
proud that he killed another person. He bragged about his prowess in the
vengeful murder. Lamech then boasts of his self-centered security. Cain asked
God for protection. Lamech now very far from God believes in himself and his
own capabilities.

It must be pointed out that there seven generations highlighted in this
passage moving down from Adam. Adam died in the seventh generation. It is
important to see the developments in this time period of human history (930
years from Creation). Humanism and sin became entrenched with murder, lying,
and self-pity becoming commonplace as well as seeking worldly security instead
of God’s offer. All false religions follow the way of Cain.

The text now changes to focus on the line of Seth, which will be further
developed in chapter five. Adam’s wife Chavah (Eve) comments that God has
appointed her another son to replace the God centered Abel. His name is Seth
and in keeping with the Hebrews having meaning for their names. Seth means,
“appointed.” Seth was appointed to take the role of Abel and bring the Messiah.
This is the seed line of the woman we saw in Genesis 3: 15. Christ would come
through this line as the text in Luke 3: 23-38 clearly chart. Eve did the naming of
Seth exerting her authority over her child. Seth had a son shown here. It was
Enosh and his name means “frail man.” Then men began to call upon the name
of the Lord.

This is a Hebrew expression stating public worship. So this is the
beginning of open public worship of God in opposition to the way of Cain,
which is worldly and self-centered. In strong contrast with Cain’s godless
society was the righteous, those who called on God in acknowledgement. In the
line from Seth there was belief. Seth himself was a provision from God,
according to Eve’s statement of faith. In the days of Enosh, Seth’s son, men
began to call on (“proclaim”) the name of the LORD (Yahweh).

Today’s Message:

THE SEED LINE

Genesis 5: 1-32 This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the
day that God created man, in the likeness of God made he him; male
and female created he them, and blessed them, and called their name
Adam, in the day when they were created. And Adam lived a
hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness, after
his image; and called his name Seth: and the days of Adam after he



begat Seth were eight hundred years: and he begat sons and
daughters. And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and
thirty years: and he died. And Seth lived a hundred and five years,
and begat Enosh: and Seth lived after he begat Enosh eight hundred
and seven years, and begat sons and daughters: and all the days of
Seth were nine hundred and twelve years: and he died. And Enosh
lived ninety years, and begat Kenan. and Enosh lived after he begat
Kenan eight hundred and fifteen years, and begat sons and
daughters: and all the days of Enosh were nine hundred and five
vears: and he died. And Kenan lived seventy years, and begat
Mahalalel: and Kenan lived after he begat Mahalalel eight hundred
and forty years, and begat sons and daughters: and all the days of
Kenan were nine hundred and ten years: and he died. And
Mabhalalel lived sixty and five years, and begat Jared: And
Mabhalalel lived after he begat Jared eight hundred and thirty years,
and begat sons and daughters: and all the days of Mahalalel were
eight hundred ninety and five years: and he died. And Jared lived a
hundred sixty and two years, and begat Enoch: and Jared lived after
he begat Enoch eight hundred years, and begat sons and daughters:
And all the days of Jared were nine hundred sixty and two years:
and he died. And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat
Methuselah: and Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah
three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: and all the days
of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years: and Enoch walked
with God: and he was not, for God took him. And Methuselah lived
a hundred eighty and seven years, and begat Lamech: and
Methuselah lived after he begat Lamech seven hundred eighty and
two years, and begat sons and daughters. And all the days of
Methuselah were nine hundred sixty and nine years: and he died.
And Lamech lived a hundred eighty and two years, and begat a son:
and he called his name Noah, saying, This same shall comfort us in
our work and in the toil of our hands, which cometh because of the
ground which Jehovah hath cursed. And Lamech lived after he begat
Noah five hundred ninety and five years, and begat sons and
daughters: And all the days of Lamech were seven hundred seventy
and seven years: and he died. And Noah was five hundred years old:
And Noah begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

THE PATRIARCH’S LONGEVITY

This is the Toldot (generation) of Adam. It expresses the chronology of
Adam to Noah. Both of these men represent significant points in the chronology



of humanity on the earth. Adam was the first man made by God and Noah the
only man (with his family) who survived the worldwide flood. It was the seed
line of Adam through Seth that made it through the Flood. The line of Cain did
not. Adam wrote portions of Genesis. This is clearly one of them as the text uses
the word book to describe this section of Genesis. The Hebrew word for book is

WDO saafair. Because Adam died about 120 years before Noah was born we
believe that Noah finished this section of the book of Genesis as well as the
events of the Flood and on through the year 2000 from creation.

Chart by Donald L. Goddard

The first aspect of this Toldot that stands out is the length of the
patriarch’s lives. We must realize that prior to the decay (Entropy) that came into
the earth at the Fall mankind was made to live forever. Decay began and man’s
life span began a steady decline to be less than a hundred years. This chronology
is repeated in I Chronicles 1:1-14 and Luke 3: 3-38. There are no gaps in these
accounts. One person is the father to the next. Further the years are normal years
not some exaggerated unreal time frame. The Hebrew text does not
accommodate a grandfather-grandson depiction in this account. These long life
spans are validated in secular data as well as the biblical account. Two examples
are, The Sumerian King List written between 2000 - 3,000 B.C. and Babylonian
history by Berossus (Cir. 300 B.C.). The Sumerian King List records in
succession the names of most of the kings of Sumer and the lengths of their
reigns.



The Sumerians were the post Flood Empire that succeeded Nimrod in
Babel. The Akkadians conquered Sumer. Creation was Cir. 4004 B.C. (Hebrew
3760 B.C.) and the Flood was about 2500 B.C. (1656 years from Creation from
the Masoretic text). The Sumerian King List purports to identify both pre and
post Flood kings of the Mesopotamian (Between Rivers) region. Sumer was
succeeded by Assyria and they were conquered by Babylon. We will look at this
in greater detail after the flood when we see the Bible’s description of the
migration patterns of Noah’s sons.

The document begins at the beginning of history, the time when
‘kingship (first) descended from heaven,” and goes up to the reign of Sin-magir
(1827—- 1817 BC) towards the end of the Isin dynasty. The list is characterized
by extremely long life spans of the different kings, especially the earlier ones.
One quarter of a million years is assigned to the first eight kings before the
Flood and more than 25,000 years for the first two dynasties after the Flood. The
length of the lives of the Sumerian kings mentioned is grossly exaggerated from
the Genesis account. This is in keeping with other non-biblical accounts of early
ancient history such as the Gilgamesh Epic. Some characteristics of these ancient
accounts are fanciful but they attest to the validity of the Genesis account of
creation, ancient patriarchs, and the Flood. Since Christ validated Genesis and



the Old Testament we know that God Himself affirms the structure and data in
Genesis.

ENOCH’S TRANSLATION

One obvious aspect of the Seed Line is the truncated life of Enoch. In
comparison to the others his life was relatively short at 365 years. The Bible says
that God took him. God gave immortality to him. The Hebrew word for took is
lackach. 1t means that the Lord captured him. We can translate this as rapture.
The New Testament affirms this in Hebrews 11: 5 and says Enoch pleased God.
This is a model or type of the Rapture of the Church which is yet future to us and
clearly explained in I Thessalonians 4: 16-17. The Lord Jesus told us that we
would not know the day or the hour (Matthew 24: 36). Many have tried to
predict the date of the Rapture even though the Lord Jesus said we would not
know. That should be reason enough to not engage in mental and biblical
gymnastics to try and set a date. Those that make these predictions harm the
credibility of the fact of the Rapture and Bible prophecy. Those who might
become believers are deferred from believing the full biblical text and attribute
such prophecies to the fools that make these predictions. The Rapture occurs in
the general chronology of the Bible before the Great Tribulation.

The earliest indication of a Pretribulational Rapture is found in Luke
21:34-37.

Luke 21:34-37 And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your
hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares
of this life, and [so] that day come upon you unawares. For as a
snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole
earth. Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be
accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass,
and to stand before the Son of man. And in the day time he was
teaching in the temple; and at night he went out, and abode in the
mount that is called [the mount] of Olives.

After describing the terrible events of the Tribulation, Jesus states that it
will come upon all them that dwell on the face of the earth (v35). In other words,
no earth dwellers can escape the calamities of the Tribulation. Yet there is one
way of escaping all these things that shall come to pass (v36), but not by
remaining on the earth. In order to be able to escape all these things one must be
a believer. This means escaping is to stand before the Son of Man, a standing
that must happen at a place off the earth, for there is no escape on the earth. That
is exactly what happens to believers that are raptured off the earth to stand
before the Son of Man. One of the reasons for the Tribulation is to make and end



of sin (punishment). Jesus The Christ has already taken the punishment for sin,
which is coming on the world, for the believer. If we believe, we don’t suffer any
punishment (Rom 8:1) and He takes us to be with Him prior to the Tribulation.
Just like Enoch we please God by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ. As already
indicated by Luke 21:34-36, the result of the Rapture is fo stand before the Son
of Man.

METHUSELAH

This was the longest living person who has ever been on the earth. He
was 969 years old when he died. The name Methuselah in Hebrew means “His
death shall bring.” Methuselah’s father Enoch functioning as a prophet
according to Jude 14-15, named him to signify the timing of the flood. The
longevity of his life is a testimony to the grace of God who withheld the Flood
until he died. Men were given a long time to repent just as we are today (II Peter
3:8-9).

NoAH

The genealogy of Adam ends with Noah. His name means comfort or
rest. This is in direct contrast to the toilsome sluggish work that Adam would
experience after the fall. He has three sons who with their wives and children
will repopulate the earth after the Flood.

None of the individuals cited in the Godly Seed Line died in the Flood.
All were either dead or raptured before the Flood and Noah and his sons passed
through it. The death account of the individuals personifies Romans five.

Romans 5: 12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world,
and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned:

Romans 5: 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even
over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's
transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come

NEXT WEEK: THE SONS OF GOD AND THE DAUGHTERS OF MEN PART [
(REASONS FOR THE FLOOD)

Please Call or e-mail with any questions or
comments.Daniel. Woodhead@pentwaterbiblechurch.com 616-928-0974
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