
CrossWay Church

December 15, 2024

9:10 a.m.

Prelude
Praise
The Lord’s Supper

Ryan Gehris
Prayer

Tim Medianick

Pre K-1st graders may be checked into KidSide

Hymn #405
"Not in Me”

Message
Pastor Gregg Laskow

Song
“The Lord Almighty Reigns”

Welcome

We are so glad you joined us today as we worship the Lord 
together again! We pray that you will experience the joy and 

encouragement which only comes through knowing 
Jesus Christ personally.

Worship Order Break

Contact Us

Gregg Laskow | Senior Pastor 
pastorgregg@crosswayberks.org

Associate Pastor | Open Position

Dane Martin | Music Director 
dane@crosswayberks.org

Elders: Gregg Laskow, 
Tim Medianick, Tim Royer, 
Ryan Gehris, Curt Hartenstine

Angel Petersen | Office Manager 
office@crosswayberks.org 

Libby Aulenbach | Financial Assistant 
financial@crosswayberks.org 

610.777.0561 
www.crosswayberks.org

Deacons: Alex Posey, Micah 
Albrycht, Jim Stoltzfus, Jeff Beiler

“For by Him all things were 
created, in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions 
or rulers or authorities—all 

things were created through 
Him and for Him.”

Colossians 1:16 (ESV)

Welcome to

9:10 a.m.

Prelude
Praise
Scripture Reading

Acts 17:1-11
Prayer

Ryan Gehris

Pre K-1st graders may be checked into KidSide

Hymns #84
"Mercies Anew"

Message
Ryan Gehris

Hymn #403
“Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine”

Budget to Date Weekly Budget 
$343,168 $10,724

Offerings Received Dec. 8, 2024 
$425,533           $18,529

10:45 -11:00 a.m. 

Coffee and tea are available in the 
Connections Café.

General Fund Year to Date: Week 32 of 52

11:00 -11:40 a.m.

Pre-K-4th grade may head to KidSide.
High School and Middle School meet in 

the Youth Center.

Missionary Update - The Csiha Family
Q&A with Pastor Gregg

in the sanctuary

Offerings may be placed in the 
offering boxes by the doors.

9:10 a.m.

Prelude
New Member Welcome

Mark & Anna Robinson
Praise
Scripture Reading

1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11
Prayer

Micah Albrycht

Pre K-1st graders may be checked into KidSide

Hymns #379
"I'd Rather Have Jesus"

Message
Pastor Gregg Laskow

Song
“How Rich A Treasure We Possess”

CrossWay Church is a Bible-teaching church intentionally building 
disciples of Jesus Christ using His model as our example.

Our ministries and activities are intended to promote spiritual growth 
and opportunities for service.

CrossWay Church is a place where you and your family can grow, 
love, and connect with others who are on a journey with God.

We want to glorify God together by loving and serving Him and our 
fellow man.

Bible Fellowship

9:10 a.m.

Prelude
Praise
Scripture Reading

Romans 6:1-14
Parent-Child Ceremony

Elias Demko, Caleb Laskow, Anna-Joy 
Martin, Calvin Martin, & Lilliana Moss

Prayer
Dean Linsky

Pre K-1st  graders may be checked into KidSide

Hymns #189
"Depth of Mercy”

Message
Pastor Gregg Laskow

Song
“I'll Fly Away”

Parents: please pick up your children from childcare.

10:55 -11:30 a.m.

Baptisms
Angel Petersen, Carisa Petersen, 

Nadia Medianick, 
and Anya Medianick

“And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges and compel 
people to come in, that my house may be filled.”

Luke 14:23 (ESV)

The Days and Day of the King and His Kingdom 

Part 2

Luke 17:20-37

Pastor Gregg Laskow

Current Series

The Gospel 

According to 

Luke

mailto:pastorgregg@crosswayberks.org
mailto:dane@crosswayberks.org
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Assisted Listening System

For those who may need it, we have an assisted listening transmitter in the 

sanctuary.  Should you wish to use a receiver to enhance the sound during 

the service and ABF please see the team on the soundboard.

The Lord’s Supper

The matzah used in the celebration of The Lord’s Supper is gluten-free for 

the convenience of those who may benefit from it.

Missions Ministry

Please be praying for the “W” family, serving globally: 

★ R’s trip to Europe and Africa

★ Church of the Nations reaching many for Christ

★ Protection for the family during R’s absence

★ Those who are unable to meet corporately due to persecution

★ For many in the majority world to see their need for salvation

Monthly Prayer Meeting

Friday, January 3rd, 7-8:15 p.m. our monthly prayer gathering will meet at 

the church for a time of prayer.  Please see Ann Medianick for more 

information.

New Members

The elders are pleased to recommend Sonia Balmer for membership in 

CrossWay Church.  If you have questions about this applicant, please 

contact one of the elders.

Men’s Ministry

The October Men’s Breakfast is Saturday, October 12th, 7:30-9 a.m.  For 

more information see the weekly update, check your email, or please see 

Tim Royer.

CrossWay Mommas

CrossWay Mommas meets on Friday, December 20th, 9:30-11 a.m.  

Mommas of elementary age children and younger can see Laura Gehris for 

more information.

Looking Ahead

Newcomers’ Luncheon

If you have not had a chance to learn what is shared about CrossWay at 

our Newcomers’ Luncheon, please join us TODAY, 11:45 a.m. in the Youth 

Center.  For more information, please see Sue Sparks or Angel Petersen.

Dec. 15 - High School Ministry, 6:30-8 p.m.

Dec. 20 - CrossWay Mommas, 9:30-11 a.m.

Dec. 22 - Hymn Sing, 6-7 p.m.

Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Service, 6 p.m.

Jan. 3 - Monthly Prayer Meeting, 7-8:15 p.m.

Jan. 11 - Monthly Men’s Breakfast, 7:30-9 a.m.

2024 Contributions

Contribution for 2024 can be mailed or put into the offering boxes at the 

rear of the sanctuary until December 31st.   If you have any questions, 

please email the office.

Photo Directory

Our photo directory is a great way to put a face to a name!  Guy Rickard is 

available TODAY to help take an updated photo of your family.  You may 

also email a photo to Angel at office@crosswayberks.org.  

Baptism

The congregation is encouraged to stay during ABF, TODAY, to celebrate 

and rejoice in what God has done in the lives of Stephen Chien, Jack Mitsky, 

& Nils Rickard as they give their public testimony of His saving work!

KidSide students should be picked up at the start of the break, before ABF, 

so they may attend the baptism.  Middle and High School Ministries will 

stay in ABF, to attend the baptism as well.

Volunteers

The January-March 2025 volunteer schedule is available on Planning Center 

and the church website.  If there are any dates for which you are scheduled 

but cannot serve, please let the office know who will be serving in your 

place.  If you need any assistance please contact Angel Petersen.  

Trail Life

Trail Life needs a new Troopmaster and a Troop Health and Safety Chair.  

Please refer to the weekly update or see Carl Staszak for more detailed 

information. 

Promotion Sunday

TODAY - Our LittleSide, KidSide, and Middle School students move up to 

the next grade this morning!  If you have any questions, please see Katy 

Linsky, Marilyn Stoltzfus, or Michele Peterson.

Christmas Greetings to our Missionaries

We have Christmas cards for our missionaries on the Missions table for you 

to sign.  Please feel free to add a note to our missionaries to let them know 

we are thinking about them and praying for their ministries.

Women’s Ministry

Save the Date - The Women’s Retreat will be held at The Traber Center 

Center, Sept. 20-22, 2024.  More information is to come!

Bulletins & Streaming

If you need to access our live stream or weekly bulletin from home or on 

the road you can find both on our CrossWay website.  Follow the prompts 

by clicking on “Listen to Messages” and “Service Bulletins” on our 

homepage.

CrossWay Ministries

Annual Spring Clean-up

Save the date!  We need many hands to help with our annual spring 

clean-up of the church building and grounds.  Come out to help this 

Saturday, May 11th, 9 a.m.-Noon.  There will be a variety of jobs for every 

skill level.  

CrossWay Women

The 2024 Women’s Retreat is September 20-22.  Brochures and sign-ups 

are available in the atrium and on our website.  The deadline to sign-up is 

August 31st.  Lauren Martin or Angel Petersen are available for any 

questions.

High School Ministry

High school students meet next on Sunday, December 8th, 6:30-8 p.m.  

Please see Curt or Karin Hartenstine for more information.

CrossWay Annual Picnic

Join us for the annual CrossWay picnic TODAY, 3-7 p.m.  More information 

can be found in the lobby at the Welcome Table.  If you have questions, Jodi 

Hartenstine or Sue Sparks will be available. 

Small Group Sunday

This morning our small group leaders will present the available groups that 

are starting in September.  Brochures and sign-up cards will be in the 

atrium and lobby during the break for you to select your top three choices.  

The brochure will also available on our website and you are able to email 

your choices to the office.

Deacon Nomination 

Jeff Beiler has been nominated for the office of Deacon at CrossWay 

Church. A vote will be held in a brief membership meeting at the beginning 

of ABF TODAY. Members are strongly encouraged to attend and cast their 

vote.

Visitors

We are thrilled to welcome you to CrossWay Church and are honored to 

have you as our guests today.  We would love to get to know you better 

and ask that you fill out a connections card, available at our welcome table 

in the lobby.  Please ask a greeter or an usher for a welcome packet.  

Christmas Choir & Special Music

If you would like to bless our congregation this Christmas season with your 

musical talents, or have an instrumental piece you’d like to play during the 

prelude to the Christmas Eve service, please see Dane Martin.  Christmas 

will be here sooner than you think!

Truth for the Heart

Truth for the Heart, our weekly women’s Bible study meets Tuesday, 

9:30-11 a.m. and 7-8:30 p.m. in the Connections Cafe.  

Volunteers

The January - March 2025 Volunteer Schedule is in the works!  Please log in 

to Planning Center to block out dates for which you are unavailable.  If you 

need assistance, please contact Angel Petersen.

Easter Music

Resurrection Sunday is March 31st.  Anyone interested in singing with the 

choir or playing an instrumental piece that day, please contact Dane 

Martin.  

Members’ Meeting

TODAY - There will be a members’ meeting immediately following ABF at 

11:30 a.m.  Those members with children in KidSide or LittleSide, please 

pick up your children after ABF and meet in the sanctuary.

Annual Budget Meeting

There will be meeting on Thursday, March 21st at 7 p.m. in KidSide to 

discuss the proposed 2024/25 budget.  Ministry directors will be presenting 

their proposed budgets and will be available for questions.  All are 

encouraged to attend.  

Hymn Sing!

TONIGHT - Please join us for a Hymn Sing this evening from 6-7 p.m. in the 

sanctuary. Bring your voices!  All are welcome.  If you have any questions, 

please see Micah Albrycht.

Small Groups

Those who have signed up for a small group will be hearing from their small 

group leader this upcoming week.  If you still need to sign-up, please look 

for information in the atrium and on our website under the “Ministries” tab.  

Feel free to see Pastor Gregg or Angel Petersen with any questions.

Baptism

Our next baptism will be on Sunday, October 13th.  Those interested in 

more information should see Pastor Gregg or contact the office.

Just a Reminder

Now that new carpeting has been installed and the new sanctuary chairs 

have arrived, please remember to limit drinks in the sanctuary to only those 

covered with a lid.  Coffee cups in the Connections Café have lids available. 

Parent/Child Dedication

Our next Parent/Child Dedication will be held on Sunday, January 26th.  If 

you would like to learn more, please see Pastor Gregg or contact the office.

Operation Christmas Child

Information on how to pack a shoebox to bless children across the globe 

with the gospel and discipleship is on the Missions table in the lobby.  

Please feel free to take the literature, pack a shoebox, and place it under 

the Missions table by Sunday, November 24th.

There is a basket on the Missions table with donated items you are 

welcome to take to add to your shoebox!

Hymn Sing!

Please join us on Sunday, December 22nd at CrossWay Church for a 

Christmas Hymn Sing from 6-7 p.m.  All are welcome to attend and please 

bring the whole family.  Steve Schwoyer will be our accompanist. Come 

ready to sing; we are looking forward to seeing you there.  If you have any 

questions, please reach out to Micah Albrycht.

The Csiha Family

Marci and Rachel Csiha, along with their three sons, are visiting today from 

Hungary. Marci will be giving an update on their ministry and church in 

Oroszlány during ABF.  Plan to stay and hear how the gospel is being spread 

and discipleship strengthened in Hungary.



The Days and Day of the King and His Kingdom, Part 2 (Luke 17:20-37)  

1. The QuesƟon of the Pharisees (v.20)
 As in the previous account (v.11-19), the reader is uninformed about the locaƟon or Ɵme

frame of Jesus’ engagement with the Pharisees and His disciples.  Presumably, it took place
during the same Ɵme frame.

 The curiosity of the Pharisees concerning the “kingdom of God” was rooted in a desire to
understand when it would arrive.  What did they believe?
o (1) The Messiah would come in the manner of King David (2 Sam. 7), (2) there will be

hardships before the Messiah comes, and (3) there would be astrological signs before
He comes.

 Jesus does not answer their quesƟon about the locality of the kingdom of God because Jesus’
kingdom is  not of  this  world (Jn.  18:36).   Despite the prevalent theology of the day, the
cosmic signs and locality of the kingdom are coming (present tense) in ways that cannot be
observed.  

2. The InauguraƟon of the Kingdom (v.21)
 The coming of the kingdom is “in your (Pharisees) midst.”  The kingdom of God is within their

grasp/reach and is among them:  operaƟve in the world, discerned by those who repent (Lk.
3:3-8; MaƩ. 4:17), confirmed by signs and miracles (4:16-30; 7:22-28; 9:1-6; 10:18; 11:20;
16:16) with the accompaniment of the dwelling and filling of the Holy Spirit by faith alone in
Jesus Christ alone.  Those who receive Jesus (Jn. 1:12) display a paƩern of righteousness,
peace, and joy in the Spirit (Rom. 14:17).  

The kingdom of  God includes His providence and sovereignty over everything.   This  benefit is
procured through the acƟve and passive obedience of the incarnate Son, creaƟng a community of
regenerated, converted, and sancƟfied people within His spiritual kingdom.  Jesus’ kingdom is both
here and coming.  It cannot be understood apart from Jesus’ reference to Himself.  The kingdom of
God  is  God’s  people  and God’s  rule.   It  is  a  proto kingdom before  the consummaƟon of  the
kingdom, coming on the day of the Son of Man, disƟnct from the days of the Son of Man (v.22).  

3. The CauƟon to Jesus’ Disciples (v.22-23)
 The Pharisees’ quesƟon will now become a springboard to addressing His disciples, who may

have been curious about maƩers concerning the kingdom.
 In this address, Jesus does not establish a strict theological-eschatological Ɵmetable, as He

does not explicitly answer the when and where of His coming(s).  

While there is the current day of the Son of Man, which they are experiencing, there will come
future days when they long for what they will not see.  They will desire to see Jesus’ kingdom
come (MaƩ. 6:10) and are to pray to that end.  

4. The PresentaƟon and Future RevelaƟon of the Son of Man (v.24)
 There is the “one of the days” that the disciples will desire to see but which they will not

(v.22-23).  However, there will be a day of the Son of Man that is His day (v.24).  On this day,
He will come “like lightning.”

 Many Jews believed that the Messiah would appear incognito and be recognized only aŌer
inspecƟon and only when known by Elijah.  Jesus, in contrast, states that the Son of Man’s
appearance will be like lightning.

 Lightning is a common symbol for a theophany, an appearance of God (Ex. 19:16-19; 2 Sam.
22:15; Ps. 18:14; 97:3-4), and stresses glory and majesty.

 None will foresee it, but all will see it.  That will only happen once this generaƟon rejects the
Son of Man.  This generaƟon is a metonym for dullness, wickedness, and rejecƟon (7:31).  It is
a  metonymy for the people of God as sƟff-necked,  dull,  and rebellious who reject God’s
purposes and God’s representaƟves (Ex. 32:9; 33:3, 5; Deut. 10:16; Lk. 9:41; Acts 7:51-53).

 Jesus is prophesying about His passion, indicaƟng that He must suffer.

5. The SeparaƟon of the Second Coming of the Son of Man (v.27-37)
 Jesus uses two Old Testament accounts to illustrate the suddenness, decisiveness, and absolute

manner of His Second Coming.  There is an interplay of “day” and “days.”  

A. Just as in the days of Noah, there was the day (v.26-27)…
 While the days of Noah were marked by wickedness and violence (Gen. 6:5-8, 11-13), this was

not Jesus’ main thrust.  Noah was a herald of righteousness (2 Pet. 2:5) and warned the people
of the impending judgment.  There was (1) the sign of the judgment (ark) and (2) the verbal
warning of the judgment (Noah as a preacher of righteousness).

 Despite the other signs (unprecedented pairs of animals walking in the vicinity and entering the
ark) and the ark's construcƟon (around one year), they were without excuse.

 Judgment came, and only eight survived.  

B.  Just as in the days of Lot, there was the day (v.28-29)…
 Just as in the days of Noah, so were the days of Lot in Sodom; Sodom was marked by great

sinners and great wickedness (Gen. 13:13; 19:4-14).
 Lot is noted as a righteous man (2 Pet. 2:6-10).  The sign of the judgment would have been in

the form of the angels’ warning and Lot pleading with his family to leave (Gen. 19:12-28).
 Judgment came upon Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim (Deut. 29:23; Hos. 11:8), and

only Lot and his two daughters survived.  Not only were the ciƟes destroyed, but also the land
surrounding them (Gen. 19:25).  

So will it be on the day when the Son of Man is revealed (v.30)…
 Just as there were  days of Noah and Lot before  the day, so are the days of the Son of Man

(v.26) before the day (v.30).  

What is Jesus saying?
 During the days of Noah and the days of Lot, men and women were so obsessed with the

preoccupaƟon of everyday life that they did not care to be bothered with faith and repentance.
Despite various signs and warnings, they refused and perished.

 They  are  much  like  those  who  refused  to  enter  the  banquet  (14:16-23).   There  is  NT
exhortaƟon to watchfulness (MaƩ. 24-25; Mk. 13; Lk. 12:20-36; 21:5-36; Acts 3:11-26).

 The call to remember Lot’s wife is more than mere mental asserƟon:  it leads to acƟon.  While
she physically leŌ Sodom, the city never leŌ her heart.  Her “looking back” was more than mere
sight; she belonged to the world, as Sodom couldn’t be taken from her heart (1 Jn. 2:15-17).

 Where the vultures are, there the corpse is   (v.37):  eagles and vultures are birds of omen.  This
refers not to the Roman Army but to the dead or the dying.  We are not informed of the state
of those who remain aŌer the rapture.  The vultures encircle the dead and dying.

 God’s judgment breaks inescapably, surprisingly, and abruptly into the mundane of life.  In the
same way, the coming judgment will break into every affair of life.  That day is the Day of the
Lord, which will proceed the rapture.

 The Second Coming will bring division and separaƟon.  The righteous will be spared from the
wrath of God (Parousia/coming of the Lord).  There will be a separaƟon regardless of family,
occupaƟon, status, popularity, locaƟon, ethnicity, or race.  Faithfulness requires a reversal of
what you once did.  It is a reorientaƟon from idenƟficaƟon with the present world, with no
reliance on possessions and status (12:1-13:9; 33-36).

 The man or woman who has entered the kingdom entrusts His life and possessions to the will
of God and is ready to depart from everything and anything and, as a result, can surrender all
things to God.  Kingdom ciƟzens long to be used to encourage others in their walk and are used
by God to bring others into His kingdom.  While they live in this world, they are not of it.  

Point of ApplicaƟon:

Dr.GJL@CrossWay/12/15/2024
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