REFORMED BAPTIST CHURCH OF KANSAS CITY
CHURCH COVENANT

1.By the grace of God we have been led to repent of our sin and believe in Jesus Christ as
our Lord and Savior. We have confessed our faith and been baptized in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Now, therefore, in the presence of God and
by His grace, we joyfully and solemnly enter into a holy covenant with the members of
Reformed Baptist Church of Kansas City.

2.We engage to walk together in Christian love through the power of the Holy Spirit.

3.Unless providentially hindered, we will not forsake the assembling of ourselves
together, but faithfully attend the church’s meetings for worship, prayer, study, and
fellowship, and will use our spiritual gifts for the common good.

4.We pledge to faithfully participate in the ordinances of the church, and endeavor after
unity of mind in doctrine. We will both submit to the church’s discipline upon ourselves
and lovingly assume our responsibility to participate in the discipline of other members,
as taught in Scripture.

5.We will contribute cheerfully and regularly to this church for its general ministry and
expenses, the relief of the poor, the cause of reformation and revival, and the spread of
the Gospel throughout all nations.

6.We will strive by God’s grace and power to live as Christ in the world; and denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts we will seek to fulfill our calling to lead a holy life and to
be salt and light.

7.We will be just and honest in our dealings and faithful in our responsibilities and
commitments.

8.We will abide by the standards of sexual purity, ethical integrity, and spiritual fidelity
as taught in the Bible.

9.We will reject all heretical beliefs and practices, using Scripture as our final authority.

10.We purpose to watch over one another in brotherly love, to remember one another in
prayer, to help one another in sickness and distress, and to cultivate Christian compassion
and courtesy.

11.Believing that the pursuit of peace with others and personal holiness accompany true
faith in Christ, we will be slow to take offense, always eager to seek the reconciliation
Christ commands, and will work to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

12.We resolve to practice personal and family worship, to train our children in the
discipline and instruction of the Lord, and to seek the salvation of our family, friends,
neighbors, co-workers, acquaintances, and of all the world.

13.We promise that if, in the providence of God, we leave this church we will diligently
seek to unite with another church where we can continue to carry out the spirit and
principles of God’s Word.

A Helpful Grouping of the Covenant’s 13 Articles into 7 Categories

Articles 1,2 Requirements for Membership

Articles 3,4,5 Requirements of Activities Within the Church
Articles 6,7  Requirements of Activities Outside the Church
Articles 8,9  Requirements of Purity Within the Church
Articles 10,11 Requirements of Relations Within the Church
Article 12 Requirements of the Church at Home

Article 13 Requirement of Church Membership

Confessing the RBCKC Church Covenant: Part 3 (Articles 6-7)

The first two articles of RBCKC’s Covenant emphasize requirements for membership
in Christ’s New Covenant church. Only those who have been born-again by the Spirit of
God applying the work of the Son of God may be received into the church of God (John
1:12-13; 3:3-8; Acts 2:38-47; Jer. 31:31-34). And with this new life they will repent of
sin, believe in Christ, confess their faith, be baptized in the name of their Triune God, and
look to join a local church (Acts 2:38-47; Eph. 2:1-10; Tit. 2:12-14; 3:3-7; 2 Tim. 2:25).
Changed and empowered by the love of Christ and the Spirit of Christ, such believers
will “joyfully and solemnly enter into a holy covenant with the members of [RBCKC]”
and “engage to walk together in Christian love through the power of the Holy Spirit”.

The Covenant’s next three articles deal with requirements of activities in the church
—the necessary biblical commitments of assembling, participating, and contributing.

To faithfully assemble and be active in the official meetings of the church and to lovingly
use individual spiritual gifts for the common—and individual and family—good is the
pledge of the article 3 (Heb. 10:19-25; Acts 2:40-47; 1 Pet. 2:4-10; Rom. 12; 1 Cor. 12).
Participation in the church ordinances, unity of church doctrine, and church discipline is
the pledge of article 4 (Matt. 28:18-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-26; Phil. 1:27-2:5; Matt. 18:15-20;
Gal. 6:1; Jam. 5:19-20). The church’s unity depends on her ordinances and discipline.
Contributing financially is the required activity pledged in article 5 of the Covenant (1
Cor. 9:8-14; 1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 9:6-7; 1 Tim. 5:17). As with the physical and spiritual
contributions pledged in the previous two articles, the worth and importance of Christ’s
church deserves cheerful financial contributions for her needs and Christ’s kingdom.

And now the next two articles deal with requirements of activities outside the church
—the necessary biblical commitments of living the holy life of Christ in the world.

According to the sixth article, by the same grace of Christ and power of the Spirit—and
according to the Scripture—with which we live together in the church, we are called to
live outside the church, in the world, to the glory of God. We have been redeemed for
this: “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that,
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in
this present age...[looking for Christ]...who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem
us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for
good works (Tit. 2:11-14).” We have been called to this: “You are the salt of the earth
...You are the light of the world...Let your light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works and glorify your Father in heaven (Matt. 5:13-16).” We are redeemed
and called by the One who is holy to be holy in all our conduct (1 Pet. 1:13-16).

The seventh article gives more specifics to this calling to live as Christ in the world. We
are to love God by loving our neighbor according to God’s law—the law of love as
summarized by the Ten Commandments (Rom. 13:8-10) and expounded in the Sermon
on the Mount (Matt. 5-7) and all of Scripture. And this love of our neighbor, at its core,
rests in our honesty and faithfulness in our dealings and responsibilities and commitments
with others. As Charles Spurgeon once commented, “While the golden rule is more
admired than practised by ordinary men, the Christian should always do unto others as he
would that they should do unto him. He should be one whose word is his bond, and who,
having once pledged his word, sweareth to his own hurt, but changeth not. There ought
to be an essential difference between the Christian and the best moralist, by reason of the
higher standard which the gospel inculcates, and the Saviour has exemplified. Certainly,
the highest point to which the best unconverted man can go might well be looked upon as
a level below which the converted man will never venture to descend.”



RBCKC Church Covenant Reading in Worship, Article 7

7. We will be just and honest in our dealings
and faithful in our responsibilities and commitments.

We will be reading from our Church Covenant this morning. We are reading through the
articles contained therein as a means to prepare ourselves for signing our Covenant in the
coming weeks. This is an important commitment, and thus worthy of due preparation.

In many ways what our Covenant teaches is a distillation of the Scripture’s teaching on
Christian living. It begins with how you enter into the path and then teaches how to
continue on the path.

Last week’s article, article 6, gave a sort of general preamble, which gave great thematic
aim to the Christian life. We are to live as Christ by the power of God, denying sin and
seeking holiness.

This week’s article, article 7, begins putting meat on those bones. It reads, “We will be
just and honest in our dealings and faithful in our responsibilities and commitments.”

How are we to deal with people as we go about living in the world? We are firstly to be
just and honest. This is to seek to do right by others in our interactions and our thoughts
and words and deeds. We are to treat others the way we would wish to be treated. We
are to love our God by loving our neighbor. And that begins with being honest and just.
It continues in valuing someone enough that you will make your “Yes,” “Yes,” and your
“No,” “No.” And that you will to the harm of yourself do what you said you would do.

For a Scripture reference, | refer you to Psalm 15, which embodies this article, just as it
embodies Christ, for He was the only honest and just One and fulfilled His word and
obligation unto the pain of death. Psalm 15 begins with the question: “LORD, who may
abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy hill?” And then it gives the
answer: “He who walks uprightly, and works righteousness, and speaks the truth in his
heart; He who does not backbite with his tongue, nor does evil to his neighbor, nor does
he take up a reproach against his friend; ...He who swears to his own hurt and does not
change....” And so Christ embodies this: He is honest and just in His dealings; He
speaks the word of truth and the word of life; and He did, indeed, to the pain of death,
fulfill His obligation unto us.

And, again, as we have seen in previous articles, we have a wonderful responsibility and
privilege in this pledge. We are to faithfully fulfill our responsibilities and commitments
together, to every man, and especially to those of the household of God, to be just and
honest in our dealings. But there is great privilege in fulfilling these responsibilities,
because we also participate as recipients of the blessings of others’ responsibilities and
commitments to us. And this makes our fellowship and life so much more delightful as
we interact and commune with one another, trusting one another (trust being the
foundation of relationships). It is a great privilege to be in the church’s fellowship of
trustful dealings with and commitments to one another.



