
 

 

SOUTH GROVE FREE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Lord’s Day Morning  

Date  14th December 2025, 

Preacher Pastor Philip Knowles, Hymns 76, 80, 77     

Read: Matt 1:18-25  Text: Matt 1:21  

Title – The Name Jesus  

Matthew chapter 1 records the genealogy of Jesus Christ, going 

right back to Abraham the father of the Jewish people.  

The significance of the genealogy being placed at the very 

beginning of the Gospels gives much instruction concerning… 

… the miraculous birth, the incarnation of the Messiah, the 

Lord Jesus Christ, Emmanuel God with us.  

In the OT there had been many prophecies that the promised 
Messiah would descend from Abraham and come from the tribe of 
Judah by the family of David, which was the Royal line.   
 
Based on these records, anyone presenting himself as the 
Messiah had to produce proof that he was indeed the son of 
Abraham and the son of David.  
 
It was under the title “the son of David” that the Messiah was 
commonly spoken of and expected among the Jews, as He is King 
of the Jews.  
 
For that reason, in the gospels when needy sinners understood 
Jesus the Messiah was passing, they cried out, “son of David 
have mercy on us.”  
 
The Apostle Paul, wrote in Romans 1:3 to the church at Rome 
“Concerning (God’s) his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which 
was made of the seed of David according to the flesh, And 



 

 

declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the 
spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.” 
 
The genealogy not only establishes that Christ came from the line 

of Abraham and the house of David, it also verifies that Christ was 

truly man.  

For Christ to become the Messiah and fulfil His role as the Saviour 

of His people, He had to leave heaven and come to earth to 

become a man, taking to Himself the very humanity of those He 

came to save.   

The passage before us, is dealing with Christ’s virgin birth.  

The Holy Spirit is very careful to protect the sinless humanity of the 

Lord Jesus Christ.  

Here was the miracle of all miracles, what is known as the virgin 

birth.  

Notice those words again, regarding Mary giving birth, “she shall 

bring forth a son.”  

Luke records, Mary’s question ch 1:34 “How shall this be, seeing 

I know not a man?  

Notice Matthew 1:16, “And Jacob begat Joseph the husband 

of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.  

Those words “of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ,” 

are vital, as the Holy Spirit clearly states that Jesus was born of 

Mary. 

He received his humanity from Mary not Joseph.  

In the Greek language in this verse the pronoun “whom” is 

feminine, so it points back to Mary and establishes clearly that 

Christ was born of her.  



 

 

Two sinners  by natural generation can only produce one of the 

same nature, a human nature that is sinful, as David said in Psalm 

51:5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; 

and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

Christ’s  humanity was taken from the virgin Mary without the 

intervention of Joseph, pointing to the miraculous nature of His 

birth so that His humanity was a sinless humanity.  

Furthermore, The messenger told Mary in Luke 1:35 “The Holy 

Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest 

shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which 

shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. The words 

holy thing mean holy one.  That Holy one.  

Moreover, in Mat 1:18 we read “now the birth of Jesus Christ 

was on this wise.” In other words Christ’s birth was entirely 

different from that of all the others listed in the former genealogy.  

They were born by ordinary, natural generation, but His birth was 

not in that way.  

Rather it was “on this wise”, Mary was found with child of the 

Holy Ghost.  

It was being plainly demonstrated that the Messiah’s birth was not 

natural but supernatural, as had been prophesied hundreds of 

years before in Eden, the seed of the woman who is Christ. 

But it was not until the fulness of time when God sent forth His son 

made of a woman, was His name announced as Jesus which 

means Jehovah is Salvation or Saviour. 

I want to minister today on the name of Jesus.  

I FIRST, JESUS IS A REVEALED NAME  

The angel said “And she shall bring forth a son thou shalt call His 

name Jesus for He shall save His people.”  



 

 

Mary and Joseph were told what His name would be, and therefore 

when the Holy one was born they called His name Jesus.  

The name Jesus was a common name. The Jewish Historian 

Josephus states 12 people had the same name as Jesus. Even 

today, especially among the Spanish culture the name Jesus is 

very common.  

But, no other had the power to save and deliver as Jesus did.  

He and He alone is God’s salvation. The very fact that His name 

was revealed means fallen humanity required a Saviour.   

His name Jesus is good news to fallen sinners, there is Saviour 

who saved from sin. He alone, is a Prince and a Saviour and truly 

saves His people from their sins.  

Peter preached in Acts 4:12 “Neither is there salvation in any 

other: for there is none other name under heaven given 

among men, whereby we must be saved.”  

There is no other name that saves. There is not a different kind of 
Saviour who will take you to heaven.  
 
Oh don’t believe the lie, were are all going to heaven,  we are 
getting there our own way, some through church practices, some 
by church traditions, some by religious works, some by having 
confessing sins to a sinful priest.  
 
Oh no, be not deceived,  you have been trying to find the road to 
heaven through the ways of religion, and you have missed it 
because you travel without Christ as Saviour, who is the only way, 
the truth and the life. 
 
Christ came into this world to save His people from their sins, that 
means look to no other, look for no other, but look only to Jesus 
Christ and be saved.  
 



 

 

II SECOND, JESUS IS A REPRESENTATIVE NAME   “and thou 

shalt call His name JESUS: for He shall save His people from 

their sins.” 

The verse refers to “His people”,  that is to a people with whom 

Jesus Christ spiritually identified, and came to bring God to man, 

and bring man before God.  

His name Jesus, has no meaning apart from His people, because 

all He does is for their salvation.  

He was born for His people, He lived for His people, and He died 

for them. He represented them.  

Look at the opening words of Matthew 1:1 – “The book of the 

generation of Jesus Christ.” The term “the book of the 

generation of…” is found only twice in Scripture.  

It is first recorded in  Gen 5:1, where we read, “The book of the 

generation of Adam.” Then the words of Matt 1:1 “The book of 

the generation of Jesus Christ.”  

These two terms are very interesting, because they both name the 

only two men in the Bible, Adam and Christ, who God has chosen 

as the head of a people or to represent a people, that He will deal 

with either in salvation or condemnation.   

They are also referred to in 1 Cor 15:45, the first Adam and the 

last Adam. In other words God views and treats humanity by these 

two men.  

Both Adam and Christ acted on behalf of others, their disobedience 

or obedience is the disobedience or obedience of those they 

represent.   

Disobedience would result in physical, spiritual and eternal death, 

but Obedience brought eternal life.  



 

 

Adam was the representative of all mankind in the Garden of Eden. 

Adam in Genesis 2, was given a command to obey to earn eternal 

life for him and all humanity coming from him.  

However, Adam disobeyed God’s command. As the result of his 

rebellion, all humanity sinned in him and came under the penalty 

of death with him, as  1 Cor 15: 22, teaches “In Adam all die.”  

Christ the last Adam stood as the Representative of all the people 

He came to deliver from sin. Christ obeyed where Adam failed.  

Christ earned eternal life for all His people by paying the penalty 

of sin, and they receive that eternal life as they accept Him by faith. 

Paul continued, 1 Cor 15:22 reading the words as follows – “Even 

so shall all in Christ be made alive.” That is all those who have 

come to Christ, will pass from spiritual death unto spiritual life.  

They are said to be in Christ – only those in union with Christ shall 

be made alive; and they are a covenant people, a separated 

people, with whom Christ represents, and identifies as His people.   

Paul also taught the same truth in Romans 5, comparing the two.  

Therefore, every human being is under one of these two 

representatives.  

You are either in Union in Adam under the covenant of works which 

condemns you, or you, are in Christ under the covenant of grace 

which saves you.   

Who represents you today? Is Christ your Saviour, do you belong 

to Him today?  

If you understand your need to have Christ as your representative 

then receive Him, join Him,  become one of His people and have 

eternal life. 

Those who have believed on the Lord Jesus Christ we have eternal 

life. Jesus is our Saviour, and having represented us on earth, He 



 

 

Represents us now at the throne of grace in glory, where He lives 

to pray for all those whom His blood was shed.  

His name Jesus is a revealed and representative name.  

III THIRD, JESUS IS A REDEMPTIVE NAME  “and thou shalt 

call His name JESUS: for He shall save His people from their 

sins.” 

The name “Jesus” indicates the great purpose of Christ being born 

in Bethlehem. He came to save a multitude of sinners that no man 

can number.  

The people He came to save, to redeem were lost in sin, and 

needed rescued.  

In Luke 2:38 Anna, having seen Christ in the temple left and 

“spake of Him to all them that looked for redemption in 

Jerusalem.  

Redemption speaks of a payment, a price paid.  

Anna, knew that sinners can only be saved or redeemed by one 

who pays the price for them.  

There is redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.  

Jesus came to save to pay the price of redemption, He was 

manifested to take away our sin, covering the cost by placing it 

unto Himself.  

Have you ever thought of that dear brother and sister in Christ.  

In order to remove our guilt He was viewed and treated by God 

and man, as a guilty criminal, He took full responsibility for all the 

sins of His people, He came to save. 

He could only save His people by having their sins laid to His 

account or imputed to Him.  



 

 

He was the man of sorrow, afflicted for His people. “He was made 

a curse for us.” “Christ also has suffered for us.” He died, “the 

just for the unjust, to bring us to God.” He bore the wrath of God 

which was due to us, to redeem us from the curse.  

Anything less than perfection, full satisfaction to God would be of 

no avail.  

God’s Justice demanded that the penalty for breaking His law 

which was death be visited upon the sinner or a substitute in the 

place the sinner.  

Christ took the place of His people. He died as their substitute, as 

the Saviour of His people.  

His very name means Salvation, Saviour. He is the only one 

appointed by God as the redeemer of His people.  

He delivers guilty sinners and brings them into every blessing that 

He purchased for them on the cross.  

Believer, you are a new creature in Christ. The day He saved us 

from our sins, it’s guilt and grip, He transformed our lives, our 

minds, path.  

He is our Lord and we worship Him, His name is Jesus for He 

shall save His people. 


