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Who was the baby born in Bethlehem? And why is his birth so significant? Find out on Change by
Grace. Welcome to Changed by Grace, by Pastor Steve Hereford. The birth of Jesus was more than just
a historical event.

Event. It was the moment when God himself entered our world as a human baby. Though he was fully
man, he remained fully God coming to be our savior. How does this impact our faith today? Well, let's
find out as we study God's word.

Last week I said that I wanted to give you 3 reminders for Christmas and I gave you the first one last
Sunday morning, which is God became man. And today I want to give you the second reminder and
that is found also in the Gospel of John. So I'd like to invite you to take your Bible once again and turn
to John chapter 1. Last week we looked at verse 14 and we hinted at verse 1 as we were briefly defining
what John meant by the word, but we're going to look more closely at that this morning as we look at
the first two verses. John chapter 1 verses 1 and 2.

Listen to what the Word of God says. In the beginning was the word and the word was with God and
the word was God. He was in the beginning with God. I don't know how often that you've read that
verse but I know for myself I read it a lot, memorized it years ago and also when taking New Testament
Greek, the Gospel of John is one of the books that you work with because of the simplicity of the
Koine Greek. But this verse right here, these two verses are packed with so much meaning and so much
to give us the understanding about the baby that we are celebrating, who came in a lowly manger, feed
trough, if you will.

There was no room for him in the end because everyone was having to come back to their hometown
and to be numbered in the senses. But let's talk about this babe who is God. You know, many people are
willing to talk about Jesus during this time because they don't have any problem He's than man. Now
we talked about last week, God becoming man, and we talked about the incarnation from chapter 1 in
verse 14. We talked about what that essentially meant.

Now again today, [ want to look at verses 12. And I chose this passage because it's my conviction that
there are many who are okay with talking about Jesus during Christmas, as I said, being a baby in a
manger. But this passage says so much more. John's purpose for the gospel of John is to convince his
readers of Jesus's true identity. If you look at the 4 gospels, this one is so much different than the first
three.

In fact, there are events that are mentioned in the Gospel of John that are not mentioned in the first
three gospels. In fact, when we talk about the synoptic Gospels, which being seen together, we usually
don't include the Gospel of John per se because it is written from a totally different standpoint. In fact,
as I said, the idea is to convince the readers of Jesus' true identity. Now John presents Jesus in 3 ways.
1st, he presents him as God incarnate.



Secondly, he presents him as the Messiah. And 3rd, he presents him as the savior of the world who
brings the gift of salvation to mankind. And listen, if there's any message that we need to publish
during this Christmas season is that our savior is God. Our savior has already come and he can save
you right now from your sin, if you turn in faith and trust him with your life. You give him your life.

But unfortunately, not everyone will accept that message, as simple as it may be. So as John introduces
this gospel, he introduces Jesus, the word of God. If you were to read the remaining three verses of the
first five, you would see that John gives us both the deity of Christ and his pre incarnate work. Let me

just take a minute and read those 5 verses again, starting at verse 1. In the beginning was the word and
the word was with God, and the word was God.

He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him. And apart from him,
nothing came into being that has come into being. In him was life, and the life was the light of men.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness, darkness did not comprehend it.

You know, when you hear those 5 verses, you can't get away from again his identity. Jesus was more
than mere man. And that Jesus was more than mere man. And that baby in the manger was more than
just a baby. Herbert Lockyer says of these 5 verses, he says in the brief compass of 42 words, eternity,
deity, co equality, and creatorship are ascribed to him.

Now the gospel here opens with one of the most elevated statements about Jesus found anywhere in the
New Testament. And John begins his gospel with that Greek word, translated word is the word logos.
He uses it three times in verse 1. The term logos occurs 1239 times in the Greek translation of the Old
Testament, which is known as the Septuagint. He uses it 330 times in our New Testament.

The term generally refers to a word where it refers to a saying, but here John is applying it to a person.
And as I said last week, John is the only one who uses the term logos to apply to a person, to apply to
Jesus. And when Jesus. And when penning his letter to the believers in Asia Minor, he used this term
for Jesus in first John 5:7 when he said that there are 3 that bear witness in heaven, the father, the word,
and the Holy Spirit. And 3 are 1.

When he described the rider on the white horse in Revelation 19 13, he identified him as the word of
God when he said he was clothed with a rope dipped in blood and his name is called the word of God.
Yeah, no other writer has referred to Jesus by these terms. Wayne Grudem says that when this term is
applied to Jesus, the term implies both the Old Testament concept of the powerful creative word of God
and the Greek idea of the organizing and unifying principle of the universe. In other words, by calling
Jesus the word, God was expressing himself to mankind in the person of the Lord Jesus. And he was
saying, if you wanna know the word that brought everything into existence, here he is in a body, the
Lord Jesus Christ.

To the Greeks he was saying, if you wanna know the organizing and unifying principle of the universe,
here he is. It's the Lord Jesus Christ. The writer of Hebrews captured that same thought when he said in
Hebrews 1, 1 and 2, God who at various times and in various ways spoken time passed to the fathers by
the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by his son, whom he has appointed heir of all things,
through whom also he made the worlds. See, that verse tells us so much just like this verse in John 1:1.
Jesus Christ is the word of the Lord as expressed in the Old Testament and he's also the organizing and
the unifying principle of the universe.



So as we talk about reminders, God became a man. Our second reminder is Jesus is God. Remember
that. Don't ever forget that. That is your strength.

That is the anchor in your life. That's the anchor to your salvation of who he truly is, more than just
savior but Lord God. Now notice how John begins verse 1. He tells us, in the beginning was the word.
And what's he saying here?

We've already identified Jesus as the word. So he's telling us that Jesus was in the beginning with God.
The cults want to say that Jesus had a beginning. The cults want to say that he was born or he was the
first thing that God created. But we knocked that completely out of the ballpark when you look at verse
3, all things came into being through him, through Jesus.

If everything came into being through Jesus and apart from him, nothing came into being that has come
into being and he wasn't created. No, they come back and say, well, he was created and then God used
him after the creation of Jesus to create everything. But that's not what verse 3 says. Verse 3 says, all
things came into being through him. Apart from him, nothing came into being that has come into being.

Being. Also, verse 4 in him was life. The very life that was breathed into the very nostrils of Adam
came from Jesus. Jesus was in the beginning with God. And we know that by the use of the term
beginning that he is telling us that he existed before time and creation.

You know, when we think of a beginning, we think of a starting point. Right? We think of time. But in
the case here, r k, the word is used here could mean source, it could mean origin. It can mean rule,
authority.

It can mean ruler or one in authority. And certainly, all of these meanings are true about Jesus. But I
think the one that really identifies him here is the source and the origin and the ruler of the universe. He
is the source of it. And yet man refuses to believe that.

One of the problems with Israel is that they don't believe that Jesus is their Messiah. Oh, wow. We need
How we need to be praying that they would believe that Jesus is their Messiah and embrace him to be
saved. But this word, r k, is used here in referring to the period before the creation, not the beginning of
the universe because creation is, again, not mentioned till verse 3. Molton and Milligan in their lexicon
state in Genesis 1:1, the sacred historian starts from the beginning and comes downward, thus keeping
us in the course of time.

Here, John starts from the same point that goes upward, thus taking us into the eternity preceding time.
Kittle says, the logos is before all time so that no temporal statements can be made about him. Eternal
preexistence is plainly implied. I'll tell you another place that you can see this. And let me just have you
to hold your place in John 1 and go to John 17.

John 17. Look at verse 5. Here, Jesus is praying to the father. In verse 5, he says, now father, glorify me
together with yourself with the glory which I had with you before the world was. That's what Jesus
prayed.



That's what Jesus said to the father. So we know here in John 1:1, the beginning is the beginning.
Again, you and I, we have to have a starting point. We can't understand. We can hear it and we can
accept it.

But when you hear things like he's always been, sometimes it doesn't compute very well with a finite
mind. But he has always been. And let me show you how we see that in verse 1. Notice, it says, in the
beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the word was God, and he was in the
beginning with God. That little verb, I'mi, translated was, tells us that in the beginning always existed
Christ.

When we celebrate him at Christmas, we celebrate the virgin birth. We're talking about the beginning of
his incarnation. We're talking about him taking on a body, but he has always been. He's always existed.
And so by saying in the beginning, the logos or the word did not then begin to be, but at that point at
which all else began to be, he always existed.

JC Ralph said he had no beginning. He was before all all things. There was never a time when he was
not. You already heard the verse in John 175, where he said, to glorify him with the glory which he had
before the world was? You know, in Hebrews, you have the introduction of a man named Melchizedek.

He occurs in the book of Genesis. We don't know anything about him other than what's given in the
verse. This is what it says about him. It says Melchizedek was without father, without mother, without
genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the son of God, remains a
priest continually. Now, I don't understand everything about that verse.

But I do know this that the point of emphasis is to point out that Jesus Christ neither had beginning of
days nor end of life. Now when we talk about genealogy, he had an earthly genealogy. The book of
Matthew opens up with his genealogy as it comes through the line of Joseph. In Luke 3, we have
another genealogy and that's given it through the line of Mary. Both of those are given to point out that
Jesus is the rightful heir to the throne of David, that he is Messiah, but he's always existed.

He's before time. He's before creation. He's always been. That's a simple answer that you give to a little
child when they ask, well, where did God come from? He's always been.

You know, it's usually us adults that have more trouble with that phrase he's always been rather than a
little child because a little child pretty much believes just about anything you tell them, right? And
what's it tell us when it comes to salvation? Unless you're converted like a little child, unless you
become like a little child and a little child is trusting, believing, hanging on to every word. He says,
unless you become like that you can't enter the kingdom of heaven. Notice also tells us that he was with
God the father.

John says, the word was with God. Verse 2 says, he was in the beginning with God. That's giving us a
glimpse of the glory of Jesus. The the phrase literally means to be face to face. Again, I point you out to
that verb, I'm me, translated was Now let me tell you a little bit more about that verb.

That is an imperfect verb. And that imperfect verb is telling us that he existed or preexisted, existed in
the past. You could translate it this way, he's always existed. In the beginning was always the word.
And the word was always with God.



And the word was always God. And he was always in the beginning with God. Sometimes it helps to
literally translate a verse that way to help you with your understanding of it. That's what it means. He
always.

And what it says here that he was with God, he was always with God, That's means face to face with
God. It means more than the word existed with God. It gives us the picture really of 2 personal beings
facing one another and engaging in intelligent discourse. One writer says, from all eternity, Jesus as the
second person of the Trinity was with the father in deep intimate fellowship. The scriptures affirm that
Jesus had this kind of relationship with the father.

He even took on the same names in many cases. Like for example, in John 858, when Jesus said before
Abraham was born, I am. And claiming to be the I am of Exodus 314, they knew exactly what he was
saying. That's why they picked up stones and they wanted to kill him because they said he was
speaking blasphemy. The glory that he had with God before the world was, I mean, that's a relationship
that you and I don't really understand.

But we can understand this in Philippians chapter 2 that when he left heaven's glory and became a man,
that was utter humiliation for him to become man, to become a slave. He said in John 17/24 in that still
in that priestly prayer, he says, father, I desire that they also whom you gave me may be with me where
I am, that they may behold my glory, which you have given me for you love me before the foundation
of the world. See, we hear these statements referring to this face to face relationship that Jesus had with
the father, yet in an infinite act of condescension, he left that glory. He left heaven. He left the privilege
of that face to face communion with the father.

He willingly emptied himself, taking the form of a bond servant and coming in the likeness of men and
who taking the form of a bondservant and coming in the likeness of men and humbling himself even to
the point of death, the death of the cross. But you know, Josh's description of the word reaches its
pinnacle in the third clause in this opening verse. Not only did the word exist from all eternity and have
face to face fellowship with God the father, but it also says the word was God. Jesus Christ is God. I
don't have any problem whatsoever with that statement and hopefully, you don't either because it's so
critical of how important that statement is.

Because that is really essentially what you're confessing at salvation, that you confess with your mouth.
Romans 10:9, that Jesus is Lord. What's it mean that He's Lord? What's it mean that He's kurios?
What's it mean if if He is Lord, that He is sovereign Lord, that he is God.

Again, Herbert Locker reminds us, language has no meaning if these four words do not clearly teach,
that Christ is very God, a very God. Express that imperfect verb is used to express that continuous
existence of the word as God. And the word was always God. That is perhaps the clearest and most
direct declaration of the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ to be found anywhere in scripture. Yet there are
many heretical groups that have twisted their meaning to support their false doctrines concerning the
nature of God.

You have groups like the Jehovah's Witnesses and say, well, there is no definite article here so we could
translate it that the word was a God. You know, the very moment they did that, they even present
problems for themselves. You know why that why that is? Because they announced that they are
monotheist. Mono means 1.



They're announcing that they believe in one God. But by adding an indefinite, that one little letter a,
now they're saying that Jesus is a God but he is not the God. And let me just tell you some things that
are going on here in Greek that will give you some help here. The Greek word for God is theos. In
Greek, that is in an an arthritic construction.

And what that means is it's not preceded by a definite article. As we said, some argue that it is an
indefinite noun and they mistranslate the phrase, the word was a god or the word was divine. The
absence of the article before the term god does not make it indefinite. Sentence. So it's not God was the
word because the word, not God, is that subject and it would be theologically incorrect since it would
equate God with the word, thus denying that they are 2 separate persons.

There are people like TD Jakes that come along and saying that God is really one, but he plays 3 roles.
He doesn't believe in the trinity. My understanding of scripture is if you don't accept the trinity, you
can't be saved. And if T. D.

Jakes is out there preaching that, then he's not saved. And if he's preaching this, then he's a false
teacher. And he's not alone. There are others that are doing the same thing that you find on the totally
bogus network, I mean the said that there may be no remaining Calvin said that there may be no
remaining doubt as to Christ divine essence. The evangelist distinctly asserts that he is God.

Now since there is but one God, it follows that Christ is of the same essence with the father and yet that
in some respect, he is distinct from the father. And testament, you find the same 3 individuals working,
the same 3 having the same attributes and characteristics, the same power, all 3 called God. You go into
the New Testament, find those same 3 individuals also working, all 3 called God. And if you want to
know where he is in the Old Testament, sure he's mentioned in prophecy, but he's also seen in that
super angel, angel of the Lord. The term Lord is Yahweh, angel of Yahweh.

Now, Jesus is not an angel. And so that angel of Yahweh that's mentioned in the Old Testament has to
be Jesus. And I'll tell you why. Because when he is speaking to Hagar, he tells Hagar, I will multiply
your seed. I'll multiply your offspring.

Do Ishmael. What's the problem with that phrase? No angel can do that. There is no record of any angel
doing anything like that. Record of any angel doing anything like that.

And by the way, when you come to the New Testament, guess who disappears? The angel of Yahweh,
not mentioned ever again. You leave the Old Testament, he's not in the New Testament. How come?
Angels are mentioned in the New Testament.

Angel of Yahweh is not an angel. When you go to Lou Genesis 18, for example, 3 men appear to
Abraham. 2 were angels. It says one was God. You've been listening to a message called the babe who
is God.

This message is available on 1 full length audio CD and it's made available by giving us a call at 904-
651-3351. Or if you prefer, you can visit our website and download the free mp3. It's at
www.changedbygrace.org. Well, I'm pastor Steve Hereford. I do wanna thank you for joining us today
and I hope that you'll join us again next time as we study together from God's word.



Hi. I'm pastor Steve Hereford. I wanna take a minute to invite you to worship with us this morning at
Changed by Grace Church. Our service begins at 11 o'clock, and we'd love to have you worship with
us. Come join us as we worship God together through Jesus in the power of his spirit.

Need more information? Call us at 904-651-3351, or visit us online at changedbygracechurch.org.



