The Book of Romans

251130-1 Ro 4, 4-25, Both Jew & Gentile Are Justified by Faith—-CThurman

Previously, there were three points we brought concerning the doctrine of
justification by faith. First, that justification is an ETERNAL, immanent act of God.

Immanent — An immanent act: an act which is performed entirely within
the mind of the subject (God), and produces no external affect.

Justification begins with the mind of God in eternity, and is by Him alone. The
transaction of God with God to justify the elect was an eternal act. Justification
was transacted by God before the foundation of the world.

The Golden Chain of Salvation text of Romans 8:29, 30 (foreknowledge,
predestination, calling, justification, and glorification), is an example of
immanent acts of God. While we understand these as successive and
divisible acts, they are at once and complete in the mind of God.

Second, that justification was EFFECTED by the obedience and death of the Lord
Jesus Christ. (Ro.5.9, ... being now justified by his blood ...) The elect were all
justified at the cross. Christ as the Son of man, by His faith during his earthly
ministry worked a righteousness that was imputed to all the elect by the Heavenly
Father.

And third, that the EVIDENCE of justification is manifested to the sinner when he
comes to faith in Christ. This faith is not a cause of his justification (righteous
standing) before God; it is an evidence of his just standing with God.

Read this statement which John Gill wrote at the text of Ro.5.1. He summarizes
best what justification by faith is.

‘Ver. 1. Therefore being justified by faith, &c.] Not that faith is at the first of
our justification; for that is a sentence which passed in the mind of God
from all eternity, and which passed on Christ, and on all the elect
considered in him, when he rose from the dead; see Ro 4:25; nor is it [faith]
the chief, or has it the chief place in justification; it is not the efficient cause
of it, it is God that justifies, and not faith; it is not the moving cause of it,
that is the free grace of God; it is not the matter of it, that is the
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righteousness of Christ: we are not justified by faith, either as God’s work
in us, for, as such, it is a part of sanctification; nor as our work or act, as
exercised by us, for then we should be justified by works, by something of
our own, and have whereof to glory; but we are justified by faith objectively
and relatively, as that relates to the object Christ, and his righteousness; or
as it is a means of our knowledge, and perception of our justification by
Christ’s righteousness, and of our enjoying the comfort of it ...” (bolding,
brackets, and italics added, CAT) An Exposition of the Old & New
Testaments, John Gill, vol. 8, p.449, The Baptist Standard Bearer Reprint
1989

Can a believer not know that he is justified by the objective righteousness of Jesus
Christ? The order of events as they were in the life of Abraham would incline me
to say, that, yes, it is possible for a believer to be somewhat ignorant of the
imputation of Christ’s righteous works to him, as he shall learn of it better later.
For example:

At the time of the text of Ge.15.6, Abraham believed in the LORD and his faith
was counted to him for righteousness. However, Abraham’s faith in God preceded
his knowledge of imputation. In He.11.6, we read that Abraham believed in the
LORD when he was called to come out of Ur of the Chaldees.

Heb 11:8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place
which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out,
not knowing whither he went.

Abraham believed in the LORD before he knew that his faith was counted for
righteousness. Now, begin reading at Ro.4.1, of what Abraham found out
concerning justification by faith in the objective work of Christ.

Ro.4.1 9 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the
flesh, hath found?

2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before
God.

3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it (the fact that
Abraham believed) was counted unto him for righteousness.
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Seven times in this chapter, it is said that faith (it) is counted for
righteousness. (Ro.4.3, 5,9, 10, 22, 23, 24)

— indirect object - (verb..) (subject)
4 Now tohim that worketh is the reward not
wage, hire

that worketh, épyalopévw, dat. sing. masc. part. pres. of the verb
épyalopal, tss. to work 22, wrought 7, do 3, minister about 1, labour
for 1, labour 1, commit 1, trade by 1, trade 1, etc.

reward, poBo¢, noun, tss. reward 24, hire 3, wages 2; 29.

(... verb) KOt KOTQ
reckoned of grace, but of debt.
imputed, counted after after

numbered, concluded

grace, XapLg, noun, tss. grace 130, favour 6, thanks 4, thank 4,
pleasure 2, misc 7, etc.

debt, 6peillnpua, noun, tss. debt 2; and could be tss. also
indebtedness, necessity, duty, due.

to him —is defined with the words that worketh, meaning ‘the working
one;’ so, to the working one ... THE REWARD IS NOT IMPUTED of grace, but
debt.

4 1® 6¢ épyalopévw 0 HoBog oL AoyileTal Katd XapLv AAAA KaTd TO
odellnua

In contrast to that ...
— this entire clause constitutes the indirect object —
5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly,

believeth, miotevovty, dat. sing. masc. part. pres. of the verb
TILOTEV W, tss. to believe 239, commit unto 4, commit to (one’s) trust
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1, be committed unto 1, be put in trust with 1, be commit to one’s
trust 1, believer 1; 248.

elc
his faith is counted for righteousness.
(the reward, imputed, reckoned, unto (the) (of Christ)

gift of) numbered, concluded

Now, to the working one ... THE REWARD IS NOT COUNTED of grace, but
debt. But [the gift] of his faith is counted unto the righteousness of Jesus
Christ, to the one believing on the justifier of the ungodly.

If there not at the foundation of faith the objective righteousness of Jesus
Christ, that faith is nothing more than mere human faith. True faith will at
some point be proved by acknowledging Christ alone as His righteousness.

5 t® 6¢€ un €pyalopévw TiotevovtL € £mi Tov Sikatolvta tov doeBi
Aoyiletal f iotig autol i Sikatoolvnv:

6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God
speaks

imputeth righteousness without works,
reckons, counts

concludes, accounts

6 KABATEP Kal AaBLE AEyeL TOV LOKAPLOHOV TOU AvOpWIou @ 6 BedC
Aoyiletal Sikaoouvnv XwpLg Epywv

7 [Saying], Blessed [are] they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are
covered.

Saying, They are blessed! They, who? The ones whose sins are forgiven
and whose sins are covered are blessed.

7 Makaplol wv apednoav at avopiat kat wv EnekalvdpOnoav ai apaptiat:
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8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.
count, reckon, conclude, account

The man is blessed. Which man is blessed? The one that the Lord does not
impute sin. He is blessed!

8 HaKApLoC &vip W ol un Aoyiontat KUpLog apaptiav

9 9 [Cometh] this blessedness then upon the circumcision only,
(Jews)
or upon the uncircumcision also?
(Gentiles, Heathen)

Then [is] this blessedness only upon the circumcision (Jews), or is it also
upon the uncircumcision (Gentiles, Heathen)?

for we say that faith was reckoned
(the reward of) imputed, counted, concluded, accounted
el
to Abraham for righteousness.
unto (the) (of Christ)

9 6 HOKAPLOKOC 0UV 0UTOC &ML THV TIEPLTOMAV A Kal ML THV akpoBuoTtiav
Aéyopev yap OtLU’EAoyioOn t® ABpadp n iotig eic Sikatoolvnv

10 How was it then reckoned? when he was in
imputed, counted (to him) (a state of)
concluded, accounted

circumcision, or in uncircumcision?
(being aJew) (when he was) (a state of) (being a Gentile)

Not in circumcision, but in
(when he was) (in a state of) (as alew) (when he was)
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uncircumcision.
(a state of) (as a Gentile)

10 g ouv €AoyioBn v mepLtoufi OvTL A év adkpoBuotiq oUK €V TEPLTOUR
AAN" év dkpoPuotiq:

11 And he received the sign of circumcision,

(Abraham) mark, token (the sign which is)
a seal oftherighteousness of the faith which [he had yet] being
an impress — at (his) -

el¢ TO €lval aUTOV
uncircumcised:  that he might be the father of ALL them that believe,
uncircumcision (purpose) (CAPS added) (the believing ones)

When Abraham received the mark of circumcision in his flesh he was
already accounted righteous before the Lord. (see the order given in
Scripture being faith counted for righteousness, then circumcision being
received: Ge.15.6 & Ge.17.24.

ou
though they be not circumcised; that righteousness
through  (beingin a state of) uncircumcision

might be imputed unto them also:
counted, reckoned (the uncircumcision)
accounted, concluded

11 kal onuelov EAafev mepttopiic odppayida tfig Sikatoolvng THE MIOTEWC
T ¢ év T akpoPuoTia £ig TO €lval AUTOV MATEPA TIAVTIWY TWV TLOTEVOVTWY
SU dkpoPuotiag €ig 10 Aoylobijval kat auTtoig tnv Sikatooclvnv

12 And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only,
— not of circumcision -
(the Jews)
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but who alsowalk in the steps of THAT FAITH of our father
are also walking (which includes the Gentiles)

who walk, otolxololv, dat. pl. masc. part. pres. of the verb otoéw,
tss. to walk 4, to walk orderly 1. The idea ... walk in conformity.

steps, (xveolv, dat. pl. of the noun {xvog, tss. steps 3.

Abraham, which [he had] being [yet] uncircumcised.
(faith) (All of the way back to the

time when he was in Ur of
the Chaldeans. (cf. He.11.8)

12 Kol mATEPQ MEPLTOUNG TOTG OUK €K TEPLTOURG LOVOV AAAA KOl TOTG
otolyololv tolg (xveolv tiig €v i) dkpoPuotia nioctewg tod matpog AUV
ABpaap
glvay, pres. infin.(purpose)
13 For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world,
- tobe -

was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law,
(succeeding generations)

AANa Sl S1lKaLoouVNG TOTEWC
but through the righteousness of faith.

Positively stated: The promise was to Abraham and his seed through the
righteousness of faith.

The first point to bring forward concerns the promise. Those which are of
the faith of Abraham shall, with him, inherit the earth (the world), that now
is, and that which shall come after it (the new earth).

Ps.25.12 What man is he that feareth the LORD? him shall he (the

LORD) teach in the way that he shall choose.
13 His soul shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit the earth.
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14 The secret of the LORD is with them that fear him; and he will
shew them his covenant.

Ps 37:3 Trust in the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the
land (YX, earth, v.9, 11, 22), and verily thou shalt be fed.

9 ... those that wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth (Y,
earth).

11 But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves
in the abundance of peace.

18 The LORD knoweth the days of the upright: and their inheritance
shall be for ever.

22 For such as be blessed of him shall inherit the earth (yN, earth) ...
29 The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein for ever.

34 9 Wait on the LORD, and keep his way, and he shall exalt thee to
inherit the land: WHEN the wicked are cut off, thou shalt see it.

Mt 5:5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.

At the judgment of the nations (Gentiles); when the righteous, living
at the end of the tribulation period are granted to enter into Christ’s
millennial kingdom in their natural bodies.

Mt 25:34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come,
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world ...

These of the faith of Abraham receive this promise under Christ.

The Son of God reveals what His Father said to Him and of Him::
Ps.2.7 9 | (Christ speaking) will declare the decree: the LORD (The
Heavenly Father) hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have |
begotten thee.
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8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance,
and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.

9 Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in
pieces like a potter’s vessel.

The Lord Jesus speaking to the saints of the churches:

Re.2.26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the
end, to him will | give power over the nations:

27 And he (the overcomer) shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the
vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: EVEN AS |
RECEIVED OF MY FATHER.

The second point is, that the eternal purpose of God to promise to
Abraham that he be heir of the world, was not to him and his successive
generations made through the law covenant. This promise was before the
giving of the law covenant at Sinai. The promise is not conditioned upon
whether Abraham and his descendants could personally and perfectly obey
God’s law. Rather, the promise was founded upon the righteousness of
faith. The promise is founded upon the merits of the object of Abraham and
his seeds’ faith, which is Christ. That is, God based the promise upon the
righteousness which the Lord Jesus vicariously worked in behalf of His elect.

13 O0 yap 61 vopou n émayyeiio T ABpadp f Td onépuatt altold T
KAnpovopov avutov eival Tod KOoHou AAAA SLa Sikaoouvng TIOTEWG

14 For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void,
empty
and the promise made of none effect:
(is) abolished, destroyed

is made void, kekévwtay, 3s. perf. pass. of the verb kevow, tss. to
make void 2, make of none effect 1, make of no reputation 1, be in
vain 1; 5.

of none effect, katripyntay, 3s. perf. pass. of the verb katopyéw, tss.
to destroy 5, do away 3, abolish 3, cumber 1, loose 1, cease 1, fall 1,
deliver 1, misc 11; 27.
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Faith is meaningless and the promise destroyed if it was conditioned on
man’s ability to perfectly obey the law of God.

On the other hand, faith simply takes God at His word, that what He has
said, He is able also to perform.

Ro.4.20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief;
but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;

21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was
able also to perform.

14 £l yap ol €K VOUOU KANPOVOUOL KEKEVWTAL N TILOTLG KAl KATAPYNTAL
gnayyeAia:

The difference between the promise by the righteousness of faith vs obedience to

the law ...
15 Because the law worketh wrath:

worketh, katepyaletal, 3s. pres. of the verb katepydlopat, kata as,
down, after, according to, against + £épyalopat to labour, work,
minister, commit; katepyalopal is tss. to work (Ro.1.27; 4.15; 5.3;
7.8,13; 15.18), do (Ro.2.9; 7.15, 17, 20), perform (Ro.7.18), cause,
work out.

The best that man by the obedience of the law can hope for is to suffer the
wrath of God for sin. On the other hand,

for where no law is, there is no transgression.
(and if no transgression, there is no wrath)

If the penalty for sin has been satisfied, then the condemnation for sin is
past.

15 O yap VOHOC OpYNV Katepydletal ol yap oUK 0TIV VOUOC 0USE
napaBaoig

10
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S €K va
16 Therefore it is of faith, that [it might be]
On account of this (the promise) from (so)
stated in v.15 out of
kAT el¢ glval
by grace; totheend the promise might be sure to all the seed;
after - for - to be of force, firm
according to stedfast

sure, BeBaiav, BEBatog, adj. tss. stedfast 4, sure 2, firm 1, of force 1,
more sure 1; 9.

€K
not to that only whichis of thelaw, but to that also
(seed) from (the Jews) (seed)
out of
€K
whichis of  the faith of Abraham;
from (which would include all the believing
out of Gentiles, Heathen)
who is the father of us all,
(Abraham) (all ... the believing whether they are Jew or Gentile)

Though all men were condemned for sin, subject to the wrath of God, yet
God made the promise of force to the elect by His grace though faith.

16 61 tolto €k TioTew( tva Kata xapLy €ig 1O ival BePalav thv
gnayyeAiav mavtl T oméppati o T €K To0 VOPOoU povov AAANA Kal TQ €K
TioTewC ABpadpL OG €0TLY TTATAP MAVIWY ALKV

who is the father of us all ...

17 9 (As it is written, | have made thee a father of many nations,)  before
in the presence

11
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acc. pl. masc.

him whom he believed, [even] God, who quickeneth the dead,
(God) (Abraham) makes alive

before, katévavti, kata after, according to, down + €vavtt before;
Katévavty, adv. tss. over against 4, before 1; 5.

quickeneth, {lwomololvtog, gen. sing. masc. part. pres. of the verb
{wormoléw, {aw to live + moléw to make; {womnoléw, tss. to quicken 9,
give life 2, make alive 1; 12.

and calleth those things  which be not as though they were.

18

- not being as being -

which be, they were, 6vta, nom. & acc. neut. pl. part. pres. of the
verb v, tss. being 36, when ... was 8, which is 17, that is 8, not tr
10, misc 81; 161.

By grace through faith God made the promise of force to Abraham and all
of the elect in him, even though Abraham was dead to any ability to
produce any seed ... which is explained by the following verses. God made
a promise to Abraham and his seed, though, humanly speaking there was
no earthly way for Abraham to have children. But God calls those things
which be not as though they were. But God said it, and ... and Abraham
believed Him, though everything appeared to be to the contrary.

17 kaBwe yéyparmtot 8t Natépo TOAGOV €0vVRV TEBEIKA 08 KATEVAVTL OU
éniotevoev B0l 100 {wormololivtog ToUg VEKPOUG Kal KAAOUVTOC TA W)
ovta w¢ ovra:

nap’ ET el
Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father

(Abraham) upon

“Hope against hope,” can be accurately interpreted as “hoping in a
situation so unbelievably difficult as to defy all odds in favor of an
acceptable outcome!” Romans, Harold Hunter, p.82

12
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KOt
of many nations, according to that which was spoken, So
(in this case Jew after After this manner
& Gentile)
shall thy seed be.

18 o¢ map’ EAmida ém’ EAniSL EmioTtevoey €i¢ TO yevéoBal alTOV matépa
TIOAAQV €BvQV KaTd TO eipnuévov: OUTWG E0TAL TO OTEPA OOU

Adn, adv.
19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now
thought of, already,
after by this time

being ... weak, doBevrioag, nom. sing. masc. part. aor. of the verb
aoBevéw, to be weak 12, be sick 10, sick 7, weak 3, impotent man 1,
be diseased 1, be made weak 1; 36

he considered, katevonoey, 1s. aor. of the verb katavocw, kata after,
as, down, according to + vo€w, to think, understand, consider;

KATOVOEW, tss. consider 7, behold 4, perceive 2, discover 1; 14.

dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness
having died

dead, part. perf. pass. of the verb vekpow, tss. to be dead 2, mortify
1; 3.

of Sara’s womb:
19 kal pn doBevnoag i) mioTel o KaTevonoev TO €autod oWpa AdN

VEVEKPWHIEVOV EKOTOVTAETNG TTIOU UTIAPYXWV KAl THV VEKPWOLV TG LATPOC
2appag:

13
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aor. pass.
20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief;
wavered, doubted

but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;

was strong, évebuvapwBn, 3s. aor. pass. of the verb évéuvapow, év
with, in, by, at + Suvapodw to be strong; évbuvapow, tss. to be strong
3, strengthen 2, increase in strength 1, enable 1, be made strong 1; 8.

was strong in faith — Abraham was undeterred by the seeming
insurmountable, natural evidence that contradicted the promise of the
LORD.

Mt 19:26 But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this
(that rich men could enter into the kingdom) is impossible; but with
God all things are possible.

Abraham’s faith was an imperfect faith. After some time, Sarai, his wife,
thought to take matters into her own hands and suggested that perhaps
the LORD meant he could have a son, not so much by her as through her
handmaid. So, Abraham acted after the flesh and took Sarah’s handmaid to
wife and fathered a child named Ishmael. But the LORD’s promise remained
unchanged, and he did father that son which was promised through his
wife Sarai. But before that child was born, for several years, Abraham lived
with a view of receiving that part of the promise which the LORD made to
him. He very likely made preparations for the coming of a baby to their
household. He very likely talked much about the promise of the LORD
between him and his wife, and with those he came into contact. And so he
gave God the glory.

Abraham was

70 (about) when he left Ur.

75 when he left Haran. (Ge.12.4)

86 when Ishmael was born.

99 when circumcised; Ishmael was 13. (Ge.17.1, 24)
100 when Isaac was born. (Ge.25.1)

14
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20 €ig 6¢ Vv €nayyeAiav 100 Beol o0 SlekpiBn Th amotiq AAN
gvebuvapwon ti miotel So0¢ 66€av TR Be®

21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised,
(so)

being fully persuaded, mAnpodopnBOeic, nom. sing. masc. part. aor.
pass. of the verb mAnpodopéw, mAnpng full + popéw to bear, wear;
nAnpodopsw, tss. to be fully persuaded 2, be most surely believed 1,
be fully known 1, make full proof of 1; 5.

he was able also to  perform.
do, accomplish

21 kot mAnpodopnBeic OtL O EmryyeAtal Suvatog €0ty Kal roLfjoalt

el
22 And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.
for which cause (his faith)  counted, reckoned, unto

accounted, concluded
22 810 kai €éAoyioBn avt® i Sikaloolvny

23 9 Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him;
because of him only (so)

23 00k €ypadn 6€ &L avtov povov otL Eloyiodn alT®

oL
24 But for us also, to whom it shallbe imputed,
on account of us faith (for righteousness)

shall be, péNAel, 3s. pres. of the verb péA\w, tss. shall, should, would,
to come, will, things to come, which was for, ready; 16 times this is in
the 3s. pres. tense, meaning is about.

15
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TOIG TLOTEVLOUOLV
if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead;
to them that believe upon
(Jn.1.12; 1Co.14.22; Gal.3.22)

Vss. 23, 24 essentially say that, this imputation of faith for Christ’s
righteousness was written not only because of Abraham, but because of us
that are the believing ones; note the object of faith again ... on him that
raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead. And v.25 further defines the object
of our faith ...

24 &AAQ kol 8U \uaG oic pEAAEL AoyileoOal ToTg mioTtebouaoLy ETTL TOV
gyeipavta’Inoolv TOV KUpLOV AUAV €K VEKPRV

el
25 Who was delivered for our offences,
(Jesus our Lord) given (up) on account of fall, trespasses,
because of sins, faults

delivered, maped00n, 3s. aor. pass. of the verb mapadidwut, mapa in,
into, over, up + 6{dwuL to give, grant, bestow; mapadidwyl, is tss. to
deliver 53 (Ro.4.25; 6.17), betray 40, deliver up 10 (Ro.8.32), give 4,
give up 4 (Ro.1.24, 26), give over 2 (Ro.1.28), commit 2, misc 6; 121

offenses, mapantwuata, acc. pl. of the noun mapantwya, tss.
trespass 9, offence 7, sin 3, fall 2, fault 2; 23

Christ’s death settled the deficit for sin.
S
and was raised again for our justification.
on account of

because of

justification, dwkaiwaoly, acc. sing. of the noun dikaiwotg, tss.
justification 2.

16
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And by Christ’s resurrection all the elect of God are accepted.

Ro.5.18 Therefore as by the offence of one (Adam’s) judgment came upon
all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift
(of pardon or faith) came upon all men unto justification (8ikaiwolg) of life.

‘The sentence of justification was conceived in the mind of God from
eternity, when his elect were ordained unto eternal life, on the foot
of his Son’s righteousness; this passed on Christ at his resurrection
from the dead, and on all his people as considered in him, when they,
in consequence of it, were quickened together with him; and this
passes upon the conscience of a sinner at believing, when he may, as
he should, reckon himself alive unto God, and is what gives him a
right and title to everlasting life and glory.” An Exposition of the Old &
New Testaments, John Gill, vol. 8, p.456, The Baptist Standard Bearer
Reprint 1989

The faith of a child of God is a proof that he has been accounted righteous
before God by the sufferings and death of the Lord Jesus in his behalf.
Christ was punished as if He committed all my sins, and | am justified freely
by God’s grace as if | had always been righteous. All my sin are forgiven and
| stand forever accepted with God by Christ. And that standing can never
be altered in any way.

Ro.8.35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?

38 For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,
39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Do you believe that the Lord Jesus came among men, suffered and died the
cruel death of the cross, was buried and rose from the dead the third day
for you? If so, your faith is proof that God counts you righteous in His only
Son. Your faith in the objective work of Christ on the cross is counted for
righteousness. Otherwise, your continuance in unbelief is an offense to
God. Your unbelief is a indication of your present state of condemnation.

17
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God charges you guilty for sins against Him, and your punishment is
coming.

Ps.37.2 For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as
the green herb.

9 For evildoers shall be cut off ...
10 For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be ...

13 The Lord shall laugh at him: for he seeth that his day is coming.
.1"7 For the arms of the wicked shall be broken ...

50 But the wicked shall perish ...

22 ... they that be cursed of him shall be cut off.

28 ... the seed of the wicked shall be cut off.

38 ... the transgressors shall be destroyed together: the end of the
wicked shall be cut off.

In the OT, the children of Israel were murmuring against the LORD during
the wilderness experience. For that He sent to them fiery serpents that bit
everyone, and much people died. For a remedy the LORD commanded
Moses to erect a brass pole with a serpent on it. The LORD didn’t remove
the serpents. Rather, He provided a remedy for them to live though bitten.
That remedy involved one thing: looking up to that pole.

Nu 21:8 And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent,
and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that

is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live.

Jesus is the only remedy for sin. All men have died in Adam for sin,
deceived by Satan. But God provides a remedy.
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Jn.3.14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so
must the Son of man be lifted up:

15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
eternal life.

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.

Will you look to Christ who hung on the cross for sin? This is God’s remedy
for sin. It is the only remedy. For the time being, He’s not going to remove
the Serpent, that great adversary of the Lord and His people, but He can
deliver you from the punishment of sin: the wrath of God. He can deliver
you from the power of sin that has ruled over your life to this day. And one
day He shall deliver you from the very presence of sin. One day sin shall be
completely put away from within the hearts of His people. Trust in Christ!
You’ll find the forgiveness of sins and acceptance with God. He’ll NEVER
cast you out! You are received as if you had never sinned a sin in your
whole life, because the righteousness of Christ is imputed to you. Believe
on Him and be saved.

The main point of this chapter is that all men, whether Jew or Gentiles, all
of Abraham and His seed, are justified by faith of Jesus Christ alone.
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