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Lesson 26 — A Time of Reformation

Sunday School Series: The Holiest of All - Hebrews

References:

The Holiest of All — Andrew Murray (available in pdf here)
Commentary on Hebrews — Charles Spurgeon

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture taken from the Legacy Standard Bible (LSB) Copyright ©2021 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by Permission.


https://johnruffle.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/the-holiest-of-all-andrew-murrey.pdf

IL.esson 26 — A Time of Reformation

Hebrews 9:6 Now when these things have been so prepared, the
priests are continually entering the first part of the tabernacle
performing the divine worship, 7 but into the second, only the
high priest enters once a year, not without taking blood, which
he ofters for himself and for the sins of the people committed 1n
ignorance. 8 The Holy Spirit 1s indicating this, that the way 1nto
the holy places has not yet been manifested while that first part
of the tabernacle 1s still standing, 9 which 1s a symbol for the
present time. Accordingly both gifts and sacrifices are offered
which cannot make the worshiper perfect in conscience, 10
since they relate only to food and drink and various washings,
requirements for the body imposed until a time of reformation.
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“The high priest could not go within the veil, because he
was not perfect. He had to be sprinkled with the blood, and
that made him officially perfect. But when the next year
came around he was not fit to go within the veil till the
blood was sprinkled on him again. And so year after year,
the high priest who went within the veil needed to be made
perfect afresh 1n order that he might obtain access to God.
We who are the priests of God are perfect, for the blood of
Christ has been sprinkled on us, and therefore, our standing
I:Z)Sgore God 1s the standing of perfection.” — Spurgeon, pg.
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“Our standing 1n our own conscience 1s imperfection, but
our standing in the sight of God 1s a standing of perfection.
Just as the destroying angel passed over Israel, so this day,
when he sees the blood, God passes over our sins and
accepts us at the throne of His mercy as if we were perfect.”
— Spurgeon, pg. 223
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“None entered the sacred precincts save one man, and he
but once a year. The great teaching was— God 1s ‘hidden
from men; sin has made a division between man and God;
the way of approach 1s not yet made manifest. Yet even
then there was a hint given that an entrance would be made
manifest; for the division was not a piece of brickwork, nor
even an arrangement of cedar overlaid with gold: it was a
vell which, once 1n the year, was solemnly lifted, that the
high priest might pass beneath. This hinted that sinful men
were yet to be permitted to draw nigh unto the Most Holy
God, through the Christ of God.” — Spurgeon, pg. 223
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“Notice especially those words, ‘Not without blood’ There
could be no approach to God under the old dispensation
without the shedding of blood, and there is no access to the
Lord now without the precious blood of Christ. Inasmuch as
the new covenant was not the type, but the substance, a more
precious sacrifice was needed, and nobler blood than any which
1s found 1n the veins of bulls or of goats. Jesus, the Son of God
must die, or the covenant would be unsealed, the testament
without force. No covenant blessing comes to us apart from the
death of our great sacrifice, for ‘without shedding of blood 1s no
remission,’” and remission 1s one of the earliest of the gifts of
grace.” — Spurgeon, pgs. 223-224
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“If we cannot even begin the heavenly life by receiving
forgiveness of sins without coming into connection with the
blood we may be sure that no further blessing can come to
us apart from 1t. It seems to be absolutely necessary that
when God comes into communication with guilty man 1t
must be through an atonement, and that atonement must be
made by blood, or by the sacrifice of a life.” — Spurgeon, pg.
224
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“The Holy Spirit has charge of the way into the Holiest ; both
while that way 1s not yet manifest and when 1t 1s opened up. He
alone hath the knowledge and the power to reveal this mystery.
For 1t 1s still a spiritual mystery. Though evegrthmg that
Scripture reveals of 1t can be studied and understood by any
man of intelligence, and a clear conception can be formed, or
an exposition given of what i1t means, the living power of the
truth, the actual experience of entering in through the opened
veil into the Eres.ence. of God, can only be communicated and
wrought in the life within by the Holy Spirit. The HOI}; Spirit
alone can reveal in the heart what the way means, both where it
1s not yet made manifest, and where 1t 1s. He can work 1n a man
the deep conviction that he does, or does not know, the true
nearness of God in his own experience.” — Murray, pg. 288
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“It was necessary that you should take away the sacred tent,
the tabernacle, and take away the temple too, before you
could learn the spiritual meaning of them. You must break
the shell to get to the kernel. So God has ordained. Hence,
there 1s now no tabernacle, no temple, no holy court, no
inner shrine, the holy of holies. The material worship is
done away with in order that we may render the spiritual
worship of which the material was but a type.” — Spurgeon,

pg. 224
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“All of these sacrifices and ceremonies, although full of
instruction, were not themselves able to give peace to the
conscience of men. The new and better covenant does give
rest to the heart by the real and actual taking away of guilt,
but this first covenant could not do so. These ordinances
were only laid upon the Jews and only laid upon them until
the better and brighter days of reformation and fuller
illumination.” — Spurgeon, pg. 225
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“It 1s astonishing that there should be any who want to go
back to the ‘miserable elemental spirits (Gal. 4:9) of the old
Jewish law, and again to have priests, and an elaborate
ritual, and I do not know what besides. These things were
faulty and fell short of what was needed even when God
instituted them, for they were never intended to produce
perfection or to give rest to the troubled conscience. So of
what use can those ceremonies be that are of man’s own
invention, and that are not according to the new covenant at
all?” — Spurgeon, pg. 225
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