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Two parables teach us the importance of  persistence in prayer. We learn from them 
that we are not persistent in prayer in order to persuade the Lord to answer, but 
because if  we are not willing to be persistent, then what we are asking is not a true 
priority!

Luke 11:5 Then He said to them, “Which of  you has a friend and will go to him at 
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, 6 for a friend of  mine has 
come to me from a journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 7 and from inside 
he answers and says, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been shut and my 
children and I are in bed; I cannot rise up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even 
though he will not arise and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because 
of  his persistence he will get up and give him as much as he needs.



Lesson 6 – Persistence in Prayer

Luke 18:1 Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought 
to pray and not to lose heart, 2 saying, “In a certain city there was a certain judge 
who did not fear God and did not respect man. 3 Now there was a widow in that 
city, and she kept coming to him, saying, ‘Give me justice from my opponent.’ 4 
And for a while he was unwilling; but afterward he said to himself, ‘Even though I 
do not fear God nor respect man, 5 yet because this widow is bothering me, I will 
give her justice, lest by continually coming she wears me out.’” 6 And the Lord 
said, “Hear what the unjust judge *said. 7 Now, will God not bring about justice for 
His elect who cry to Him day and night, and will He delay long over them? 8 I tell 
you that He will bring about justice for them quickly. However, when the Son of  
Man comes, will He find that faith on the earth?”
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“In the former of  these two parables Jesus sets forth the necessity of  importunity 
[persistence] in prayer in a startling way. The word rendered “importunity” means 
literally “shamelessness,” as if  Jesus would have us understand that God would 
have us draw nigh to Him with a determination to obtain the things we seek that 
will not be put to shame by any seeming refusal or delay on God’s part. God 
delights in the holy boldness that will not take “no” for an answer. It is an 
expression of  great faith, and nothing pleases God more than faith. God does not 
always let us get things at our first effort. He would train us and make us strong 
men by compelling us to work hard for the best things. So also He does not always 
give us what we ask in answer to the first prayer; He would train us and make us 
strong men of  prayer by compelling us to pray hard for the best things. He makes us 
PRAY THROUGH. (Torrey, pg. 27).
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“On matters promised by God in His Word we may come again and again, 
knocking at the Lord’s door until he awakes and gives us the loaves that we seek for 
our hungry and fainting friend. Oh, for more holy boldness! Oh, for more assured 
confidence! We long to be heard and answered. We cannot be satisfied to pray 
unless we perceive that prayer is effective in the courts above. That is our real goal 
in prayer.” (Spurgeon, pg. 143).

Can we have assurance that God hears us? That is proven when He answers, but we 
must trust that He is listening even when He does not answer immediately. 

Psalm 130:2 O Lord, hear my voice! Let Your ears be attentive To the voice of  my 
supplications.
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Persistence refers to “tenacious insistence, boldness.” How is it that we can be bold 
like this when we do not immediately have an answer from the Lord?

First, He tells us to ask, seek, and knock. These are present active imperatives. And 
we are to continue!

Second, He tells us to pray without ceasing (1 Thess. 5:17).

Third, He tells us in at least these 2 parables mentioned to be persistent!

Fourth, He has provided for us what we need to come before His throne with 
boldness – that is, confidence (Heb. 4:16).

Most of our misunderstanding about the need to be tenacious in our prayers is 
rooted in a misunderstanding of  God and His character.



Lesson 6 – Persistence in Prayer

We must remember, God wants us to pray. He commands us to pray. He invites us 
to pray. He teaches us to pray. And Jesus models for us how to pray.

Jesus asked 3 times in the Garden that the cup be removed from Him, praying that 
the Father’s will would be done. If  He can ask more than once, how much more 
should we ask until we have confirmed to our souls what is or is not God’s will?

1 John 5:13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of  the Son 
of  God, so that you may know that you have eternal life. 14 And this is the 
confidence which we have before Him, that, if  we ask anything according to His 
will, He hears us. 15 And if  we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we 
know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him.
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“There is no more blessed training in prayer than that that comes through being 
compelled to ask again and again and again even through a long period of  years 
before one obtains that which he seeks from God. Many people call it submission 
to the will of  God when God does not grant them their requests at the first or 
second asking, and they say: “Well, perhaps it is not God’s will.” As a rule this is 
not submission, but spiritual laziness. We do not call it submission to the will of  
God when we give up after one or two efforts to obtain things by action; we call it 
lack of strength of  character. We should be careful about what we ask from God, 
but when we do begin to pray for a thing we should never give up praying for it 
until we get it, or until God makes it very clear and very definite to us that it is not 
His will to give it.” (Torrey, pg. 28).
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“George Muller prayed for two men daily for upwards of  sixty years. One of  these 
men was converted shortly before Muller’s death, I think at the last service that 
George Muller held, the other was converted within a year after his death. One of  
the great needs of  the present day is men and women who will not only start out to 
pray for things, but pray on and on and on until they obtain that which they seek 
from the Lord.” (Torrey, pg. 28).

Faith does not give up! It, along with hope and love, “abides” – “But now abide 
faith, hope, love—these three; but the greatest of  these is love.” – 1 Cor. 13:13

Abide = remain, stay, last, persist, to continue.
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At times, when we fail to persist, it is truly a lack of  faith, or not full faith. Prayers
are often answered according to the faith behind them.

Matthew 9:27 And as Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed Him, 
crying out, “Have mercy on us, Son of  David!” 28 And when He entered the house, 
the blind men came up to Him, and Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am 
able to do this?” They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” 29 Then He touched their eyes, 
saying, “It shall be done to you according to your faith.”

“Faith is not saying, ‘I know that I have it,’ when you really do not have it. That 
would be telling yourself  a lie. Faith is not believing fanatically, but faith is believing 
the truth.” (Spurgeon, pg. 145).
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“The right spirit in which to approach the throne of  grace is that of  unstaggering
confidence. Who shall doubt the King? Who dares question His imperial word? 
Shame on us if  we are unbelieving before the throne of  the King of  heaven and 
earth. With our God before us in all His glory, sitting on the throne of  grace, will 
our hearts dare to say that we mistrust Him? Shall we imagine either that He 
cannot – or will not – keep His promise? Banished be such blasphemous thoughts!” 
(Spurgeon, pg. 19).
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