Becoming What You Are...

The sermon, drawn from 2 Corinthians 13, centers on the call to spiritual completeness and maturity
in Christ, emphasizing that true perfection is not self-achieved but a divine work of grace. It unfolds
through the lens of God's fourfold will—His personal, purposeful will that cannot be thwarted, His
permissive will that allows human freedom, His providential will that redirects all things for His glory,
and His prescriptive will revealed in Scripture, which guides the believer’s life. The preacher
underscores that this transformation requires surrender, faith, the power of the Holy Spirit, and the
Word of God, illustrated through vivid metaphors like cooking a turkey to perfection, where
intentionality and divine timing are essential. Ultimately, the goal is not personal achievement but
becoming a vessel through whom God's grace flows, fostering unity, mutual prayer, and a shared
witness that extends beyond the individual to impact others for eternity.

Becoming What You Are...

What are we, in Christ Jesus?

Complete or Perfect

Now we're to:

“BE COMPLETE"

How?

Yielding to...

THE WILL OF GOD AT WORK IN US

(2 Corinthians 13 & Psalm 33)

To God be the glory, amen!

Aren't you thankful to be in the Lord's house today? And | know — | KNOW — we all probably need
to repent for overeating! Come on somebody. Amen. But I'm glad today we're not just here to bring

God our leftovers... we're here to bring Him our everything. Glory to His name.

So take your Bible and turn with me to 2 Corinthians chapter 13 as we wrap up this rich, overflowing
book. And then — somebody say it with me — Psalm 33. Don't let me forget it. Psalm 33.



We've walked with Paul through this whole letter. We've heard his heart, we've heard his pleas,
we've heard his warnings, we've heard his witness. And now we hear his farewell. And brother,
sister... the same Spirit that breathed it through Paul is breathing it on us today.

I. A FINAL WORD FROM A SPIRIT-FILLED SHEPHERD (2 Corinthians 13:11)

Look at verse 11 — "“Finally, brethren..."
And you know good and well when a preacher says finally, he ain’t done yet. Amen?

But listen to what he says:

“Be complete.”

"Be perfect.”

“"Be of good comfort.”

“Be of one mind."

“Live in peace."

“And the God of love and peace will be with you.”

Paul is saying, “Church... | want you to BECOME who God saved you to BE."

Not become somebody else.

Not become what the culture demands.

Not become what fear demands.

But become what grace demands — complete in Christ.

Now listen to me...

In Christ, you are already declared righteous.

You are already declared whole.

You are already declared accepted.

You cannot be MORE righteous than you are in Jesus Christ.

But while you are complete in Christ, you are also becoming complete in your daily walk. Amen?

And Paul says the key word: BE.
Yield.

Submit.

Surrender.



Let God finish what God started.

Like cooking, you don’'t get a good meal by accident. You don't get a perfect turkey by hoping it
cooks itself. You don't get that bread pudding by staring at the oven. You've gotta tend it, baste it,
watch the temperature, stay with it, invest in it — amen?

And church, the same thing is true in your walk with Jesus.
You'll never be complete by accident.

You'll never stumble into maturity.

You'll never drift into holiness.

It takes yielding.

It takes leaning.

It takes listening.

It takes responding.

This is what Paul prayed for — and church, we need to pray it for each other.

[Il. COMPLETE THROUGH THE SPIRIT AND THE SCRIPTURES (Hebrews 13:20-21; 2 Timothy 3:16-
17)

Hebrews says He is “the God of peace,” the Great Shepherd who works in us what is well-pleasing
in His sight.

WHO makes us complete?
He does.

HOW does He do it?
By working in us so He can work through us.

2 Timothy says the Word of God is profitable — for teaching, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness — that the servant of God may be complete and thoroughly equipped for every good
work.

You cannot be complete without:
1. The Spirit working within you, and
2. The Scriptures working over you.



If the Spirit isn't stirring you...
If the Scriptures aren't shaping you...
Then the flesh is steering you.

And flesh can produce a LOT of activity...
...but it can never produce a GOOD work.

Fleshly works burn up.

Grace works get refined.

And everything done by faith, through grace, for Christ, THROUGH Christ — that is the work that
remains.

[ll. FOUR DYNAMICS OF THE WILL OF GOD (Psalm 33)

Now Psalm 33.
These four dynamics of God's will give you the rails to run on if you're gonna "be complete.”

1. God's Personal (Purposeful) Will — WHAT GOD DETERMINES

(Psalm 33:6-9)
By the word of the Lord the heavens were made.
He spoke and it was done.
He commanded and it stood fast.

Church — God's will for GOD cannot be stopped.
This is His eternal decree.

No demon can undo it.

No nation can overrule it.

No king can alter it.

No election can rewrite it.

This is God being God — and we praise Him.
2. God's Permissive Will — WHAT GOD ALLOWS
(Psalm 33:10)

The Lord brings the counsel of the nations to nothing.
He makes the plans of the people of no effect.



God lets nations plan.
God lets leaders choose.
God lets humanity try.
And God lets sinners sin.

But what God permits, God never depends on.
You can make a mess — but your mess can’t move His throne.

3. God's Providential Will — WHAT GOD DIRECTS

(Psalm 33:10-11)
The counsel of the Lord stands forever.
The plans of His heart to all generations.

Providence is God overruling, redirecting, bending, guiding, governing all things toward His perfect
end.

Man ruins it — God reroutes it.
Man bends it — God bends it back.
Man corrupts it — God corrects it.

Aren't you glad God'’s providence is greater than your past? Amen?
4. God's Prescriptive Will — WHAT GOD DESIRES FOR US
(Psalm 33:20-22)
This is the will you and | live in daily.
Our soul waits for the Lord.
He is our help and our shield.
Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us.
This is the will God prescribes — the way of obedience, worship, trust, surrender, and faith.
His personal will is what He DECIDES.

His prescriptive will is what He COMMANDS.
His permissive will is what He ALLOWS.



His providential will is what He DIRECTS.

And the believer becomes complete by embracing His prescriptive will — walking in what God has
already said.

V. THIS IS HOW YOU BECOME COMPLETE

When Paul says “"Be complete” — he means:

Yield to the Spirit.
Submit to the Scriptures.
Walk in His will.

Trust His providence.
Reject the flesh.
Embrace the grace.
Pursue unity.

Guard the peace.

Pray for the brethren.
Live for His glory.

And when you do — hear me —
GOD will be with you.

His love...

His peace...

His fellowship...
His presence...
His power...

His purpose...
His providence...

All of heaven behind you...
All of grace within you...
All of glory ahead of you.

THIS is the life of the complete saint.

V. THE INVITATION



If you've never trusted Christ...
His perfect will is that you be saved.
He gave His Son so you can be forgiven, free, loved, redeemed, and made new.

If you ARE saved...

His prescriptive will is that you walk in what He's working in you.
Yield.

Lean.

Obey.

Trust.

Let Him perfect that which concerns you.

Because He works in you...

So you can work with Him...

And then He works through you...
And then He works beyond you.

To God be the glory.

Father, we bless You.

Make us complete.

Work in us what is well-pleasing in Your sight.

Let the Spirit stir us, let the Word shape us, let the will of God steady us.
Help us yield, trust, obey, and follow.

Do Your work in us, with us, for us, through us, and far beyond us.

In Jesus' name... amen and amen.



