


“The clearest, brightest prophecy 
of the Messiah in all the

Old Testament.”

— Matthew Henry on Daniel 9:24–27



THE CONTEXT OF DANIEL 9:24–27

Daniel was taken to Babylon as a slave in 605 BC.
They tried to reprogram him but couldn’t shake his faith.

Daniel 9 takes place almost seventy years later, in 538 BC. 
He’s reading in Jeremiah 25, 29 that God predicted the exile 
in Babylon to be seventy years. And he’s confessing Israel’s 
sins and begging God to end Israel’s “desolations” (v. 18). 

God answers by sending the angel Gabriel to Daniel.
Gabriel tells Daniel that Jerusalem’s desolations will endure 
much longer than seventy years. But they’ll certainly end.

“Seventy sevens” will bring in ultimate Rest & Jubilee!
In 490 years there will be eternal rest and joy (see Lev. 25).
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DANIEL 9:24–27

Scripture Reading

(On page 700 in the black hardcover Bibles
provided throughout the building.)



FACING THE COMPLEXITIES OF DANIEL 9:24–27

1. When will the goals of the seventy sevens (v. 24) be 
accomplished? I’m rather certain that these goals point to 
the New Covenant that Jesus put into effect on the cross, 
when he offered the sacrifice “to atone for iniquity.”

2. Do the “seventy sevens” point to a 490-year period?         
I’m fairly confident that they point to a period of 490 
normal, consecutive years (just like the 70-year exile).

3. When does the period of “seventy sevens” begin? (v. 25) 
It could be the royal decree of Cyrus in Ezra 1 (538 BC), or 
of Artaxerxes in either Ezra 7 (457 BC) or Neh. 2 (444 BC).  
I’m mildly certain it started in 457 BC.
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FACING THE COMPLEXITIES OF DANIEL 9:24–27

4. Is the coming prince in verse 25 the same as the coming 
prince in verse 26? I’m pretty strongly convinced from the 
language that both refer to the same leader—not two 
different people.

5. In verse 27, is it a good thing or a bad thing that the 
prince will “make a strong covenant with [the] many” and 
“put an end to sacrifice”? I’m not convinced that the 
beginning of verse 27 is describing a bad thing. Instead, I 
think that the “covenant with the many” refers to the new 
covenant that will “put an end to sacrifice” (Hebrews), that 
it parallels the Messiah’s death in verse 26, and that what 
happens in that week is repeated because it’s climactic!
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If the “seventy sevens” begin in 457 BC, and         
if there are no gaps between the sets of sevens, 

then what happens in the middle of the 70th seven 
takes place between AD 27 – 34. 

Did anything significant happen in that period? 
The Messiah ratified the new covenant.
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WHY DOES GOD GIVE US DIFFICULT PASSAGES?



WHY DOES GOD GIVE US DIFFICULT PASSAGES?

• Prophecies are encrypted war plans. In a context of spiritual 
warfare, like any good military general, God sends his messages 
cryptically, so his enemies are unaware of his specific plans.

• Difficult passages stretch us in really good ways. Purposeful 
lack of clarity can force us to wrestle hard with the words, to beg 
God for illumination, to trust God when we don’t understand, 
and to experience greater joy when we finally understand.

• Believers with differing convictions in debatable matters can 
brilliantly display love. When it comes to debatable matters and 
believers of differing convictions live in harmony with each 
other, our unity glorifies God (Romans 14–15, esp. 15:5-6).
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WE NEED DANIEL 9:24–27



WE NEED DANIEL 9:24–27

1. We must trust that our God is sovereign over history, 
including every devastation his people experience.

2. We must know that God’s mission isn’t just to 
temporarily improve our circumstances but to 
eternally rid us and the world of sin.

3. We must accept that God’s good plan for us includes 
that we endure suffering longer than we desire.

4. We must be confident that God will eventually bring 
an end to every oppressor.
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