
Revelation 3:7–13 
What Shall Be Done for Him Whom Jesus Favors  

Thursday, January 23, 2025 ▫ Read Revelation 3:7–13 

Questions from the Scripture text: To the messenger/preacher (NKJ ‘angel’) of which church is this letter addressed (v7)? In what four ways does Jesus describe Himself? 
What does He know (v8, cf. 2:2, 2:9, 2:13, 2:19, 3:1)? What has He set before them? What can no one do? Of what does this church have only a little? But what have they 
kept? And what haven’t they denied? What does He call the people to whom He refers in v9? What do they call themselves? What does Jesus call this statement? What will 
He make them to do? What will He make them to know? Which command have the Philadelphians kept (v10)? From what will He keep them? Upon whom will it come? To do 
what? What is Jesus doing (v11)? At what pace (cf. 1:1)? To what are they to hold fast? Why? What does v12 call this “holding fast”? What will Jesus make such a person? 
Where? What will not happen to him? What three names will He write upon Him? For whose benefit, especially, is this letter written (v13)? What are they to do with it? Who is 
speaking this letter, and its subsequent preaching in Philadelphia? 

What does Jesus do for faithful believers? Revelation 3:7–13 looks forward to the hearing of God’s Word, publicly read, in the holy assembly on the 
coming Lord’s Day. In these seven verses of Holy Scripture, the Holy Spirit teaches us that Jesus rewards faithful believers, not on a principle of merit, but 
on a principle of grace upon grace. 

In this letter, the Lord gives just the one command: “Hold fast what you have” (v11). The letter is full of promises. 

Jesus has the right to give what He promises because He is holy (v7). He can be relied upon to give what He promises because He is true (v7). And He is 
able to give what He promises because He is the almighty, forever King Who had been promised from the line of David (v7, cf. 2Sam 7:12–16). 

He promises an open door (v8)—New Testament language for fruitful evangelism (cf. Ac 14:27, 1Co 16:9, 2Co 2:12–13, Col 4:2–3). He promises to give it 
through the littleness of their strength. Open doors don’t come through great strength but through Christ’s Word (which we are to keep) and Christ’s 
Name (to which we are to maintain our allegiance). Faithfulness, conviction, and devotion are how evangelism bears fruit, because it is the Lord Himself 
Who gives that fruit. 

He promises vindication in the present (v9). Jesus’s assessment of the Jewish church is that it was no longer God’s Israel (cp. Gal 6:16) but a synagogue of 
Satan. Now, the Lord promises to put them on their faces before the Philadelphian Christians. This, too, is an evangelistic promise, as 1Cor 14:25 bears 
out. Their great conclusion is that the best there can be is to be loved by Jesus, as these Christians are.  

He promises vindication in the future (v10–11). They have kept the word of His patience, and He will keep them. Here is a promise to do what He has 
taught us to pray “lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” He has given His Word for that purpose, and they have kept it, and now He 
Himself will keep them. It is impossible that they would stumble so as to fall. They are commanded to “hold fast,” and this holding fast is guaranteed to 
succeed. No one will take their crown. 

He promises to welcome them and to identify with them (v12). He Himself has guaranteed their overcoming, and now He promises to reward the 
overcoming that He has guaranteed. How great is the generosity of our Savior! Specifically, He promises that they will be as a pillar in the temple (i.e. 
Himself, and His church). What has happened to the Jews will not happen to them; they will “go out no more.” Instead, the Lord will identify Himself with 
them, as He indicates by these three names that He puts upon them: the Name of His God, the name of the New Jerusalem, and His own Name. The Lord 
Jesus identifies those elect believers, who overcome, as those who belong to God as God’s own city in Jesus Christ.  

Finally, we have the same application in v13 as has ended the other letters. In each one of these letters, those who have Spirit-given ears are to take the 
letter personally. Yes, it is written to a church, and to all churches. But, it has specific application to each of our lives. Jesus knows our works, and He 
delights to reward to grace-given faithfulness with an avalanche of additional, glorious gifts. So, be humble about your little strength, keep His Word, 
stick to His Name, and hold fast to what you have! Thus must each church do corporately, but thus also must each believer do personally. 

With whom are you seeking an open door for evangelism? What have you learned from this passage are some things to which the Lord responds 
by giving such an open door? 

Sample prayer:  Lord, thank You for Your grace, which grants unto us to keep Your Word and not deny Your Name. Forgive us for when, instead of 
depending upon Your grace, we relied upon our own strength, as if it were not little. Grant that our hope would be in Your keeping us, and not in our 
keeping ourselves. Thus, make us to hold fast what we have so that we would not lose our crown, we ask through Christ, AMEN! 

 Suggested songs: ARP46 “God Is Our Refuge and Our Strength” or TPH435 “Not What My Hands Have Done” 

(The following is a machine-generated transcription. PLEASE BE AWARE of—and patient with—transcribing errors. If there is 
something confusing or obviously erroneous, you are invited to listen to the audio recording via hopewellarp.org) 

Revelation 3 verses 7 through 13. These are God's words. And to the end of the church in Philadelphia, right? These things says he who is Holy, he who is true. He who has 
the Key of David and he who opens and no one shots and shots and no one opens. 
 
I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door. And no one can shut it for you. Have a little strength, have kept my word, And have not denied by name. 
Indeed, I will make those of the synagogue of Satan. Who say they are Jews and are not, but lie. 
 
Indeed, I will make them come and worship before your feet. And to know that I have loved you. Because you have kept my commandment to persevere. I also will keep 
you from the hour of trial, which shall come upon the whole world to test those who dwell. In the Behold, I am coming quickly. 
 
Hold fast. What you have? That no one may take your crown. He who overcomes I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God and he shall go out no more. I will write 
on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of Heaven, from my God, and Right on him, my new name. 
 
He who has an ear, let him hear. What the spirit says to the churches. 
 
Praise God. Sustained the church in Philadelphia. such an extent that just as the Church in Sardis. 
 
No, the church in Tardis. 
 
Just as the church in Smyrna, there is no. A critical word given to them at all. Smyrna, was remember under intense persecution, the letter, given to them was one just of 
com. But the letter now to the church in Philadelphia is even more. glowing with Commendation with praise. 
 
for the church in Philadelphia. In fact, the Lord Jesus does with the church in Philadelphia. Something similar here. To what Haman? Was tricked into having the King of 
Persia do for Mordecai when he thought that it was for him that he would make display of him. And, And have it announced, you know, thus shall he be favored or or thus 
shall be done for the one upon whom the king's favor rests? 



 
Well praise God, the letter to the church in Philadelphia does so With much greater blessing, much greater favor because it's an infinitely greater King. The Lord Jesus. Thus 
shall be done for them upon whom the favor of King. Jesus rests. And hear Christ in his kingship as the son of David is very strongly emphasized. 
 
Not only because You have, the, he who is Holy he, who is true. He who has the Key of David. So he has the Key of David. But one of the distinctive features of this lesson, 
Is or this. 
 
One of the distinct features of this letter is how the Lord Jesus says over and over again. My God. Reminding us that? Yes, he is. The Divine person, the second person of 
the godhead, But he is also now having taken to himself Humanity. The god man. And that in his Humanity, he views the Triune God as his God and he is. 
 
Therefore Our representative, our Prophet priest, and King our anointed our Christ. And, He addresses Us. Especially emphasizing that here now. This. basically a letter 
that makes a bunch of promises. It includes that praise in the promises and we'll think through that a little bit here. But this. What the Lord Jesus does for. 
 
with whom he is pleased. And it is therefore what we should aspire to and desire. Just as he has said to all the other churches and he will say, also in the seventh and last 
letter in the next passage, I know your How important it is not just that our Works would appear to be good to men. 
 
But that they would be genuinely good. Because even if we do not know, The true nature of our works, the Lord does us. And praise God. He so operates by his grace even 
in Sinners, even on this side of Glory. That. he is pleased with our works and responds to them with reward. 
 
Not because we have done well enough to earn reward. But because the same Grace, That gives us to do. Good works at all. Gives us the reward as by way of gift. And, As 
that which the Lord Jesus has earned so that we may receive it and enjoy it. 
 
And so there is often this language in scripture of an accord that the righteous receive gifts in accordance with their works. Because first God, gives them the good gift of 
being right with God. Then God gives them the good gift of having their character and conduct made more and more right more righteous. 
 
And then they received the good gift of rewards that are consistent with. Not only the standing that God has given them, but the sanctification that God has done in them. 
And so he says, I know your works and he starts to make these promises. So, see I have set before you an Open Door. 
 
and If we wonder what this is and there are many, who wonder what it is. Well, the place you need to look is in the rest of the scripture and especially in the New 
Testament, every single time. The language of an Open Door is used. It is about evangelism, that is going to produce conversions. 
 
Acts 14 verse 27 and First Corinthians 16 verse 9. And second Corinthians 2 verses 12 through 13 in Colossians 4, verses 2 through 3, which helps us protect us from 
coming and inventing. All kinds of ideas of what this open door must be. It is an open door. For evangelism that God uses. 
 
To convert people. What a wonderful blessing. for those who whom the Lord has Sanctified. And so they love the glory of God, and the glory of Christ in Redemption, and 
they love men's Souls with the same. Love that, God has for men's Souls. That we saw even this past week, in Matthew 14, moving Jesus with compassion, even in the 
midst of his profound grief, real genuine human grief, and then seeing them who needed him, who needed to believe in him as the bread of life, who came down from 
heaven for them, he had compassion for them. 
 
Well, one of the things that happens, the more Sanctified we get, is the more that we love men souls and therefore, the, the greater, this reward will seem in our eyes will 
be in our eyes and open door. 
 
I have set before you an open door and no one can shut it, which of course is true. If God has decided to save someone, even the devil can't stop them from being saved. 
Even they themselves can stop themselves from being saved. And then notice the components that the Lord has worked in them, to make them fit or proper for this open 
door. 
 
You have a little strength. He doesn't use those who are strong to themselves. He uses those who have weakness. Those whose strength is Independence on Christ, who 
is strong And because they have little strength and Christ has infinite strength. They stick to his word and they stick to his name. 
 
So, it's not by their strength, and it's not by their Ingenuity. And it's not by their appealing to the culture and making others feel good about themselves. Amazing. That 
these are the two great errors in evangelism Church, planting and Mission work to this day. That men rather than sticking to the word of God come up with their tone 
techniques and devices. 
 
That men rather than adhering to the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and willing to be despised. If, if so be it, at least we will be despised with him. They try to appeal to the 
culture and make the culture, think that That they are like them. But is exactly the opposite. 
 
Every one of these is counterintuitive to the flesh, isn't it? Not strength, but weakness. Not cleverness, but faithfulness to the word. Not appeal to the culture. But 
allegiance to the name of the Lord Jesus. And Jesus says, When he's worked that in somebody or in a church, he opens a door that no one can shut. 
 
So if a church planter ever comes to Presbyterian, says, the techniques that we're going to use are 100% effective. He had better say. Our strength is little But we're going 
to keep to his word, and we're going to keep to his name. And so the first thing that the Lord Jesus promised us here is the open door. 
 
The second thing that he promises is Even the conversion. Of their enemies. Verse 9 indeed, I will make those of the synagogue of Satan who say they are Jews and are 
not but lie. So how does a church go from being a more or less pure church to being a synagogue of Satan to use the confessional language that comes from this passage 
well by the denial of Jesus Christ? 
 
By the denial of the Triune God. By the denial of the gospel of grace that says, the Triune God has saved by the sun, becoming a man to die and rise again, according to the 
scriptures for the Salvation of Sinners. And that's what's happened to these who are still calling themselves Jews. 
 
But they have rejected, the inheritance of the Jews, they have rejected the inheritance of Israel. How can you be a Jew? If you are hostile to the king of the Jews, Pilot was 
correct, wasn't he? In the inscription that he had put above the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The king of the Jews so much, so that those who were in the process of becoming synagogue of Satan asked him to change it. Say he said I am the king of the Jews. He said 
what I have written? I have written. Used by God. Well. These Jews of course who rejected Jesus. 
 
They became hostile. Some even as hostile as the one who ended up being the Apostle Paul is one of the first examples. God converting one of their enemies. He says, 
indeed I will make them come and worship before your feet. And to know that I have loved you. And this language is exactly from or very, very close to A definite allusion 



to First Corinthians 14 and verse 25. 
 
And you remember in that chapter the big question is Doing things in a known tongue, in an orderly manner because someone who is an outsider might come among 
you. And he might have the secrets of his heart exposed and fall on his face before you And that's the word that's translated worship. 
 
Here it is an ordinary. Word for worship, but it's literal meaning and how it became the word for worship is to be to fall on one's face. He will fall in his face. And he will say 
truly God is among you. And that's what's happening here. these persecutors from the synagogue of Satan. 
 
Come and his Jesus is going to make them come to the worship and have the secrets of their heart exposed by the word of God, preached and sung and prayed in a 
known tongue and they are gonna fall on their face. And know that Jesus has loved these people. 
 
That's why. You know, this this Jew is being converted. This anti-uh Christian Jew. 
 
That's why this anti-christian Jew, who's being converted? Is amazed he he understands that's why these Christians have Stuck to this word and to this name even though 
their strength is small because Jesus has loved them, Jesus gave them perseverance Jesus. Gave them conviction. And they're going to go to the worship and they're going 
to find out. 
 
Jesus loves. The church in the city of the love of the Brethren. That's what Philadelphia means. Jesus loves them. And they'll realize, And he loves me, too. And he brought 
me here to have the secrets of my heart exposed. And to offer the gospel to me. 
 
So, the first promise is an open door of evangelism, The second promises that this evangelism will convert even their enemies. The third promise is that. They will come 
out of their trial with a crown. Verses 10 through 11, everyone is in the midst of a trial. Everyone will quickly. 
 
For everyone. It is true that the Lord Jesus is quickly coming to them. Every one of these letters that we've heard these to these churches, Tells about something that the 
Lord Jesus is about to do. And, You remember? At the very beginning of the book, he said, To show his servants. 
 
That is Christ. Has received this Revelation. From God about himself, which he's going to give to John By an angel for the churches. But to show his servants, Christ's 
servants, the things which must quickly take place. And I know, We have this illusion because we are the oldest we have ever been. 
 
We have the illusion that our life on this Earth is very long, but it is not Not only in the sense that you don't know how long you have left. But that even if according to God's 
ordinary working with men, you have what people consider to be a long life. 
 
You must quickly. Have dealing Eternal dealing with the Lord Jesus Christ. When this is true, even in a corporate extent, With the churches. Churches must realize that the 
Lord Jesus walks among the lamp stands. That he is personally engaged and involved with his church. And that all of these things that have been addressed from. 
 
You know, how severely were persecuted and And what we do under the persecution to what sort of Doctrine, we tolerate or the extent to which we Are devoted with 
that first, love to the Study of his word and engagement with him in his word. He is responding to all of those things in his churches, churches can't afford to Coast can't A 
Ford must not act as if the Lord Jesus is not going to be responding to what we're doing. 
 
Well, there is this trial then that comes upon everyone. On the And the third thing that Jesus promises them is that He who has Worked in them and is now promising. 
This evangelism that is going to be fruitful and even with their Persecutors or Jewish persecutors. That he is going to preserve the Philadelphia and Christians. 
 
In the time between now and when he comes and responds to them, And, He is going to make sure they come through with their crown. Who. Because you kept my 
command to persevere verse 10. I will keep you out of from within The hour of trial. Which shall come upon the Earth. 
 
He says I'm coming quickly. Hold fast. To what you have. Praise God. There's not this like Higher level secret Christianity. There's maturing in the faith once delivered for all 
the saints. And a great part of the Christian Life is just holding fast. Holding fast. to what you have because You may think of what we have as the means. 
 
And The methods of the Lord Jesus, the worship of the Lord. Jesus Etc. But really, It's him that we have in those things. Hold fast to what you have that, no one may take 
your crown and so he promises to keep us. Or keep them. And us, if we, By his grace. 
 
Are similar. He promises to keep them through their trial. And in the last place he promises that the crown that they will see receive then is his welcoming them and 
identifying with them he who overcomes he says I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God. 
 
Now, if you've just heard about those who were visible church, but are now called, by Jesus himself synagogue of Satan. One of your concerns might be. What if that 
happens to me. What if I think that I'm a Christian? But my idea about myself, turns out to be a lie, What if we think that we are our church? 
 
But our idea that we are a Christian church turns out to be a lie. And Lord, Jesus comes. And he says, Yes by Grace, you hold fast to what you have. If by his keeping you, 
you overcome He makes you a pillar. In his Temple. Immovable and useful. Weight bearing as it were by his grace, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God and he 
shall go out no more. 
 
Yeah, a million Bible prayers. That you could make. But here's one of them. So, preserve me. In your grace. So sustain me to persevere in the faith. Is that when you come, 
You'll make me a pillar. In the temple of your God. And so, he promised us to welcome them and to identify With. 
 
What's going to be written on this pillar? The name of his God, the name of the New Jerusalem, And the name of King Jesus himself. And so, he's gonna literally, Rectus 
signature on the pillar. How great is the generosity? Of Our Savior. The Lord Jesus identifies. Those whom he keeps and thus, who overcome? 
 
As those who belong to God. As God's Own City. King. Jesus Christ. And then of course, verse 13 reminds us as every one of these letters do at the end of the letter. 
Reminds us that this isn't just a letter about that particular church at that particular time. Or even, this isn't just a letter about churches like this one throughout the ages. 
 
But that in each of these letters, Those who are who have Spirit given ears. He who has an ear. Are to listen and take to heart and apply even individually. What the Lord 
has said, corporately. To the churches. So, he who has an ear to hear. Let him hear what the spirit says to the churches. 
 
That you would say. This isn't just theology. For every church and for Hopewell. This is theology for me. My strength is small. I need to. Not be over, clever. For my own 
good but stick to the word of God. I need to not worry so much about whether other people. 
 
Feel like I'm with them. And be more concerned with adhering to the name of the Lord Jesus, even if I might come to be despised for that. I need to. Delight at the hope 



and Prospect of others being converted. As a result of what the Lord Jesus does. With me in my life. 
 
I need to hold fast to what I have. And so, let each of us not just learn here about Proper Theology of ministry for the church. But individually, how we will relate. To the 
Lord, each one of us ourselves. Maybe then, let's pray. Lord, we thank you for this passage. 
 
We thank you for your help in understanding it. Thank you for. Putting? Using language here, that corresponds to that, which you've said in other places, In the scripture so 
that we may not just interpret it well. But we pray that by your spirit, we would also take it to heart and apply it and live it well. 
 
So, Grant all these things, we ask in your own name, Lord, Jesus. Amen. 


