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1 Corinthians 11:1-16

Today many churches do not teach the need for a head covering. Indeed even the order that the
head covering is a sign of is not observed and women are put over men in position in the
church. The illustration of hair length also used in this passage is so often missing from society
and the Church of God in that women have short hair and men have long.

The teaching of 1 Timothy 2:9-15 complements that taught in I Corinthians 11 and shows the
women’s witness in the church is not of leadership and prayers, but of example in dress,
charitable works and subjection. A woman that walks in this way truly gives glory to God in the
way he has taught.

(9) In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with
shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array;

(10) But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works.

(11) Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection.

(12) But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in
silence.

(13) For Adam was first formed, then Eve.

(14) And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression.

(15) Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity
and holiness with sobriety.

In what follows I have taken the actual text of 1 Corinthians 11 1-16 and explained the teaching
of each verse or group of verses alongside it.

Scripture Text (AV) Teaching

(1) Be ye followers of me, even as I  Leading by example. We are to only follow men
also am of Christ. only as far as they follow Christ.

(2) Now I praise you, brethren, that The Corinthians are commended for keeping what
ye remember me in all things, and was delivered to them previously. Now they and we
keep the ordinances, as I delivered are to be taught the order in the church and sign of
them to you. it.
May it be our concern to be commended as keepers
as delivered.
It cannot escape us that there follows 14 verses of
scripture teaching. Knowledge and practice.

(3) But I would have you know, The order in the church of God.
that the head of every man is Christ; .
and the head of the woman is the God is l:he head of
man; and the head of Christ is God Christ is the head of
’ : The Man is the head of

The woman

This is the teaching of this passage that is shown
and illustrated by all that follows.
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(4) Every man praying or
prophesying, having his head
covered, dishonoureth his head.

(5) But every woman that prayeth
or prophesieth with her head
uncovered dishonoureth her head:
for that is even all one as if she were
shaven.

Verse 4

This passage is NOT about the
subject of a husband’s headship
over his wife (While that is
scriptural) nor is there anything
about distinguishing between
married and unmarried. This is
about order in the Church.

Verse 5

When a preacher introduces his
prayer, he will often say “Let us all
pray” then he leads in prayer.
Although not leading in prayer,
women present are still praying.
The same applies for sitting under
the preached word.

(6) For if the woman be not
covered, let her also be shorn: but if
it be a shame for a woman to be
shorn or shaven, let her be covered.

(7) For a man indeed ought not to
cover his head, forasmuch as he is
the image and glory of God: but the
woman is the glory of the man.

(8) For the man is not of the
woman; but the woman of the man.
(9) Neither was the man created for
the woman; but the woman for the
man.

(10) For this cause ought the
woman to have power on her head
because of the angels.

These verses tell us how this order is to be
shown in the Church when gathered for prayer
and preaching. Verse 22 and 34 of the same
chapter contrast the church with homes.

“What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or
despise ye the church of God, and shame them that have
not? What shall I say to you? shall I praise you in this? I
praise you not.” (1 Corinthians 11:22)

“And if any man hunger, let him eat at home; that ye
come not together unto condemnation. And the rest will I
set in order when I come.”(1 Corinthians 11:34)

In this chapter the apostle is setting in order how
things are done in the church.

Plainly there is to be seen a difference between the
man and the woman, and this is in an artificial
head covering that can be put on at the time of
worship and removed afterwards.

If a man covers his literal head while in worship, he
dishonours Christ who is his spiritual head.

If a woman worships with her literal head
uncovered she dishonours the man, who is her
spiritual head.

Cover or be shorn

If a woman will not symbolically cover her head
and her hair that is a glory to her (v15) Then let her
shave that hair off.

Reasons for the sign. Why the man should not
cover his literal head. He is the image and glory of
God who is his spiritual head.

Why the woman’s literal head should be covered.
She is the glory of the man (her spiritual head) and
“That no flesh should glory in his presence.” 1Co
1:29

Two further reasons for the order itself.
Going back to the creation.

The power (ability) the woman has to do or
not to do as taught.

The head covering is a visible sign of willing
obedience and subjection to God’s order. Visible to
the angels of heaven who joy over one sinner that
repenteth.
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(11) Nevertheless neither is the man
without the woman, neither the
woman without the man, in the
Lord.

(12) For as the woman is of the
man, even so is the man also by the
woman; but all things of God.

(13) Judge in yourselves: is it
comely that a woman pray unto God
uncovered?

(14) Doth not even nature itself
teach you, that, if a man have long
hair, it is a shame unto him?

(15) But if a woman have long hair,
it is a glory to her: for her hair is
given her for a covering.

(16) But if any man seem to be
contentious, we have no such
custom, neither the churches of
God.

In the garden of Eden the angels saw that “Adam
was not deceived, but the woman being deceived
was in the transgression.” (1 Timothy 2:14)

In the church they see the effect of grace and the
willing subjection of the woman to the order itself
and the sign of the order as taught in this passage.

One in the Lord

Although in the order in the Church the man is put
before the woman, these verses show us that “in
the Lord” the man and woman are equal. They are
heirs together of the grace of life in Christ Jesus.

These verses give an illustration from nature.
This must not be confused with the teaching of the
need for a woman to cover her head. It is an
illustration.

Many today destroy this illustration by going
against what nature teaches, and the man has long
hair and the woman short.

Teaching on hair length

A Man should have short hair and a woman should
have long hair, is the secondary teaching of these
verses.

A woman should not cut off what God has given
her for a natural covering and glory.

How long is long? Long enough to wipe the Lord’s
feet with.

“And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest
thou this woman? I entered into thine house, thou gavest
me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet
with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head.”
(Luke 7:44)

Contention is anticipated over the issues raised in
the previous verses. Even after all the arguments
and illustrations offered.
The issues being

e Of the headship order

e Of the head covering sign

e Of length of natural hair for a man and for a

woman.

Which things are indeed contended against today.

Neither the Apostle nor the churches of God have a
custom of doing the opposite to that taught in this
passage.
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