
A Promise Keeper

The sermon centers on the enduring faithfulness of God’s Word, illustrated through the prophetic 
ministry of Amos, and emphasizes that divine revelation is alive, powerful, and discerning—capable 
of piercing the heart and exposing hidden intentions. Drawing from Romans 15, Hebrews 4, Amos, 
and Zephaniah it underscores that Scripture is not merely historical but a living instrument of 
instruction, comfort, and hope, designed to cultivate faith and repentance in a world that has grown 
indifferent to God’s truth. The preacher highlights how Israel’s spiritual decline—marked by rejection 
of God, absence of teaching, and disregard for His law—led to their destruction, not due to lack of 
divine outreach, but because they treated God’s message as foreign and irrelevant. Yet God’s 
patience and grace persist, calling His people to repentance, intimacy, and mission, so that they 
might reflect Christ’s example of humility and trust in the Father. Ultimately, the message calls 
believers to live as faithful messengers, embodying a transformed life rooted in God’s trustworthy 
Word, so that others may encounter the true and living God and be drawn into His glory.

Truth: Romans 15:3–7; Hebrews 4:11–12; Amos 1–3 (with 2 Chronicles 15; Hosea 4 & 8; Jeremiah 
48; Zephaniah 3

Well, well, well. Amen. To God be the glory.

You just never know what you’re gonna see out here on 498 in Porterville, Mississippi, do you? 
Might be a horse, might be a buggy, might be a trail ride, might be a bull, might even be a buffalo. 
And today… it was them little contraptions flying by here. I don’t even know what you call them 
things. Somebody called it a suicide buggy – that might be about right.

Why?

Because when something different comes by… it stands out.

And beloved, listen to me – that’s exactly what happens when the true messengers of Jesus pass 
through a place. When the Spirit of God sends a man or a woman, a boy or a girl, who knows the 
Lord, who’s carrying His Word, who is living on mission… they stand out. They don’t blend in. People 
may not know what to call you, but they don’t forget you.

And what I’m praying is this: that as we go back out into this world, we would be those “strange 
vehicles” passing by – everyday missionaries – living in such a way that folks say, “I don’t know 
exactly what that was… but I won’t forget it.”



So let’s take our Bibles and get where we’re going tonight.

I. Why We Stay in the Older Testament (Romans 15)

Take your Bible and turn with me to Amos, but once you get there say “amen,” then hold your spot 
and flip over to Romans 15 for just a minute.

Y’all know we dig around a lot in these Older Testament books. I’m an Older Testament preacher. I 
love to preach them in view of the Newer Testament and the work of grace in Christ. I don’t believe 
anybody has ever been saved apart from grace – Old Testament or New. It’s always been by grace, 
through faith, in the Word and work of God.

Now look at Romans 15:3–4:

“For even Christ did not please Himself, but as it is written, ‘The reproaches of those who 
reproached You fell on Me.’ For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, 
that we through the patience [endurance] and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.”

God says everything that was written before – that Older Testament – was written for our learning. 
So when we walk through Amos, Hosea, Joel, Micah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Zephaniah… God isn’t 
wasting ink.

He’s building something in us.
• Learning – He wants us to know His ways.
• Endurance/Patience – He wants us to see His faithfulness across generations.
• Comfort – He wants us to see that His Word is always trustworthy.
• And all of that produces hope – a hope that does not disappoint.

Every word He has ever spoken has come to pass exactly as He said. What He promised in the past 
– He did. What He is doing in the present – matches what He said. And what hasn’t yet been 
fulfilled – you can take it to the bank. That’s our blessed hope.

So when we open the book of Amos, we’re not just doing Bible trivia. We are learning the 
trustworthiness of God so that we can live with a hope that never disappoints.

Look at Romans 15:5–7:

“Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one another, 



according to Christ Jesus, that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of 
God.”

You see what that learning leads to?
It leads to glory.

• Learning from Christ leads to glory.
• Learning from Amos leads to glory.
• Learning from God’s dealings with Israel and the nations leads to glory.

And when we see how Christ lived – resting His life on the faithfulness of His Father – we realize 
that’s the same way we are to live. He didn’t revile back. He didn’t return wrath for wrath. He knew 
His Father was trustworthy. And when we learn that, we begin to live the same way… and God is 
glorified.

II. The Living Word: Alive, Able, and Active (Hebrews 4)

Now hold Amos and turn with me real quick to Hebrews 4.

Hebrews 4:11–12 says:

“Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the same example of 
disobedience. For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword…”

We’re reading about disobedient people in Amos. We’re reading about people in unbelief in Israel. 
And God says, “Don’t you fall into the same example.”

Why? Because we’ve got something they refused – a living Word.

Three words right here I want you to grab hold of and never forget:
1. Alive – “The word of God is quick” – that means living. It’s not a dead book.
2. Able – It’s “powerful.” That means it has ability. It can do what nothing else can do in a 

human soul.
3. Active – It’s “sharper than any two-edged sword.” It pierces, it cuts, it discerns.

It pierces even to the division of soul and spirit, joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.



So:
• God’s Word is alive – it carries His own life in it.
• God’s Word is able – it can accomplish what He sends it to do.
• God’s Word is active – it doesn’t sit dormant; it works in the places we can’t reach.

But listen: it has to be illuminated by the Spirit and received by faith.
We need:

• The Spirit
• The Scriptures
• A submissive faith

And then that living, able, active Word transfers life into us. It becomes alive, able, and active in us.

Now with that in mind, let’s go back to Amos and see what happens to a people who decide they 
don’t want that Word.

III. A Nation Without God, Without Teaching, Without the Word

(2 Chronicles 15; Hosea 4; Hosea 

😎

Flip over for a moment to 2 Chronicles 15. This is before Amos, before Hosea, before Joel, before 
Isaiah – but it explains why the northern kingdom (those ten tribes) are in such a mess.

In 2 Chronicles 15:2, the prophet tells King Asa:

“The Lord is with you while you are with Him. If you seek Him, He will be found by you; but if you 
forsake Him, He will forsake you.”

That right there is a verse worth underlining, circling, highlighting, memorizing.
The Lord is with you while you are with Him.

Then verse 3:

“For a long time Israel has been without the true God, without a teaching priest, and without law.”

There are your three conditions:
1. Without the true God – They’ve got religion, but not God.
2. Without a teaching priest/messenger – No one faithfully opening the Word, explaining the 



ways of God.
3. Without the law/Word – No message, no revelation, no standard, no voice from heaven.

When you’re without God, without teaching, and without the Word, you are sitting on a time bomb. 
That’s a recipe for disaster in any:

• Nation
• Community
• Church
• Family
• Individual life

But verse 4 says:

“But when in their trouble they turned to the Lord God of Israel, and sought Him, He was found by 
them.”

That’s mercy. That’s grace.
God sent messengers – priests, prophets – with an alive, able, active Word, to turn them back.

Now go to Hosea 4:6:

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will 
reject you… Because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.”

Why did they lack knowledge?
Not because God never spoke…
But because they rejected what He spoke.

Then look at Hosea 8:11–12:

“Because Ephraim has made many altars for sin, they have become for him altars for sinning. I have 
written for him the great things of My law, but they were considered a strange thing.”

There it is again:
• God says, “I wrote great things for you.”
• But you treated My Word as strange, foreign, odd, unnecessary, inconvenient.

Beloved, that’s where many are living today:



• God’s Word is foreign.
• God’s truth is strange.
• They’ve built their lives on lies, self-made altars, man-made religion.

And when the true message finally comes… it sounds like another language to them.

You speak of the holiness of God… that’s strange.
You speak of repentance… that’s strange.
You speak of Jesus as the only way… that’s strange.
You speak of surrender, dying to self… that’s strange.

Not because God hasn’t given light… but because generation after generation has rejected that 
light.

And that’s exactly the world God sends us into as everyday missionaries – just like Amos, Hosea, 
Micah, Joel, Isaiah.

IV. Living by a Lie: Nothing Can Be Right (Jeremiah 48; Zephaniah 3)

Now go with me to Jeremiah 48:30. God is speaking about Moab – one of those nations Amos 
preaches against.

“I know his wrath,” says the Lord, “but it is not right; his lies have made nothing right.”

That’s a powerful statement.
• God says, “I see his wrath. I know it. I know how angry, how proud, how violent he is.”
• But then He says, “It is not right.”
• Why? Because it’s built on lies.

And lies can never make anything right.

You can’t produce what is right, true, just, loving, or holy when the whole foundation is built on a lie 
about God, a lie about yourself, and a lie about others.

Now go to Zephaniah 3:6–7.

“I have cut off nations, their fortresses are devastated… I said, ‘Surely you will fear Me, you will 
receive instruction’… But they rose early and corrupted all their deeds.”



God said, “I judged nations. I shook their world. I devastated their cities… surely you’d fear Me, 
surely you’d listen.”
But what did they do?

“They rose early and corrupted all their deeds.”

They got up in the morning… and went right on without God.
• Didn’t prioritize Him.
• Didn’t seek Him.
• Didn’t listen to Him.

So everything they did that day was corrupt.

Listen church:
When a person, a family, a church, a nation rises up and does not prioritize God – does not seek 
Him first – everything else gets corrupted. Even what looks good on the outside is corroded at the 
core.

That’s why God puts such a high value on:
• Knowing Him – the true and living God.
• Hearing His Word – alive, able, and active.
• Receiving His teaching – truth unpacked and applied.

So that our deeds aren’t corrupted… so that our lives aren’t built on lies… so that He is truly reigning 
over us.

V. Amos: When God Roars and the Storm Is Brewing

Now, with all that in your heart, come back to Amos 1–3.

Amos 1:1 tells us when he prophesied – during the days of Uzziah and Jeroboam, two years before a 
great earthquake. Historically, these are the days when the northern kingdom is prosperous on the 
outside… but rotting on the inside.

They’ve been:
• Without the true God
• Without teaching
• Without the Word



for a long time.

God has raised up again and again:
• Hosea
• Joel
• Amos
• Isaiah
• Micah

And He sends them to a people who are operating in an entire false system – false altars, false 
worship, false security.

A. God Roars from Zion

Look at Amos 1:2:

“The Lord roars from Zion, and utters His voice from Jerusalem…”

God doesn’t speak from their counterfeit shrines at Bethel, Dan, or Beersheba. He roars from Zion – 
from the place He chose, from the city of David.

He utters – releases – His voice. The picture is thunder.
Where there’s thunder… there’s a storm brewing.

• The pastures mourn.
• Carmel withers.

Creation has heard the roar and trembles.

But the people? They’re so far removed from God… they don’t even notice. They haven’t even 
thought to ask, “Why is this happening?” because they don’t know God well enough to think that 
way.

Beloved, there is a storm brewing in Amos’ day. And there is a storm brewing in our world today.

The difference for the believer is this:
We’re not looking for a coming storm. We’re looking for a coming Savior.

But a world without a Savior can only anticipate a coming storm.



B. The Nations and the Piled-Up Sins

In Amos 1–2, God walks through eight nations – Damascus, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, Ammon, Moab, 
Judah, and Israel.

He keeps using this phrase:

“For three transgressions, and for four, I will not turn away its punishment…”

That means, “Your sins have piled up. I’ve been patient. I’ve been longsuffering. But the cup is full. 
Judgment is set.”

But if you noticed, with most of those nations He really only highlights one main sin – usually about 
how they mistreated people:

• Cruelty,
• Violence,
• Selling people,
• Ripping open pregnant women,
• Taking vengeance without mercy…

Then He gets to Judah (Amos 2:4–5):

“For three transgressions of Judah, and for four… because they have despised the law of the Lord, 
and have not kept His commandments. Their lies lead them astray…”

With Judah He brings the Word back up. They had the temple. They had the priests. They had the 
Scriptures. And yet they despised the Word. They took it lightly.

Then He arrives at His main target: Israel (Amos 2:6–16).

By now, they’ve been in this false system for almost 300 years. God doesn’t even have to mention 
their neglect of the Word – Hosea already told us it had become foreign to them.

He exposes:
• Selling the righteous for silver
• Selling the poor for a pair of sandals
• Crushing the needy



• Profaning His holy name
• Sexual immorality between fathers and sons
• Oppressing debtors by keeping their cloaks
• Drinking in the house of God on the backs of the condemned

And then God says:

“I destroyed the Amorite before you…”
“I brought you up from the land of Egypt…”
“I raised up prophets and Nazarites among you…”
“But you corrupted the Nazarites and commanded the prophets, saying, ‘Do not prophesy.’”

They had a history of God’s mercy… and a history of resisting His message.

So by the time you get to Amos 3:1–2, God says:

“Hear this word that the Lord has spoken against you… You only have I known of all the families of 
the earth; therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.”

He says, “Nobody on earth has had the relationship with Me that you’ve had. Nobody has been 
known by Me the way you have. I’ve treated you like a husband treats a wife… and you treat Me like 
a stranger.”

When you’ve had the privilege of:
• God’s presence,
• God’s Word,
• God’s messengers,

and you respond with neglect, rejection, and hardness… judgment is not a surprise. It’s a certainty.

VI. A History of Missing the Mark… and a History of Repentance

Now let’s bring this home.

How many of you in here tonight have a history of missing the mark with God?

All of us. Everybody from the pulpit to the back row. As sweet as your spouse may be, as faithful as 
your pastor may be, as long as you’ve been in church – we all have a history of missing the mark.



The question is not, “Do you have a history of missing the mark?”
The question is, Do you have a history of repentance to go with it?

Because:
• Without the Word of God, you don’t even know where you’ve missed the mark.
• Without the Spirit of God, you don’t feel the weight of missing the mark.
• Without a messenger of God, you may never be confronted with the reality of missing the 

mark.

If you’re living without God, without teaching, and without the Word, then even your “repentance” is 
off. Everything is corrupted. That’s why God keeps sending His Word:

• To expose the lie.
• To call us back.
• To invite us into mercy.

In Amos’ day, God said, “You’ve got a long history of disobedience. You better get a history of 
repentance before the storm hits.”

That’s true for nations. That’s true for churches. That’s true for individuals.

VII. Everyday Missionaries in a Land Without God, Teaching, or the Word

So where does that leave us?

We’re living in a land where multitudes:
• Are without the true God.
• Are without the teaching of the ways of God.
• Are without the Word of God in any meaningful way.

Some have a Bible on a shelf, but not a Word in their heart.
Some have spiritual language, but no spiritual life.
Some have religious activity, but no living relationship with Christ.

And God has raised up messengers – not just preachers behind pulpits, but everyday missionaries:
• Mamas and daddies,
• Grandparents,
• Students,



• Co-workers,
• Neighbors,

who carry an alive, able, active Word into places that are perishing without it.

We don’t go in our own authority.
We don’t go in our own power.
We don’t go for our own purpose.

We go in His authority, by His power, for His purpose, with His message.

To:
• Turn people from lies to truth.
• Turn people from wrath to mercy.
• Turn people from a coming storm… to a coming Savior.

Just like those strange vehicles that came flying down 498 and got everybody talking… that’s how 
we ought to be in this world. Different enough, set apart enough, Christ-like enough that people 
say:

“I don’t know what that was… but it got my attention.”

VIII. Invitation: Seek Him While He May Be Found

Romans 15 told us:

“Whatever was written before was written for our learning… that we might have hope.”

Amos, Hosea, Jeremiah, Zephaniah – they’re not here to depress you. They’re here to wake you up.

They’re here to say:
• Don’t live without God.
• Don’t live without teaching.
• Don’t live without the Word.
• Don’t despise the message.
• Don’t push away the messenger.

If you have a history of missing the mark…



You can, by the grace of God, have a history of repentance.

If you’ve been drifting, neglecting the Word, treating the Scriptures as a strange thing…
You can repent tonight, and say:

“Lord, I don’t want Your Word to be foreign to me. I want it alive, able, and active in me.”

If you’ve been living as if there were no storm brewing, no roar from Zion, no accountability…
You can come and say:

“Lord, I don’t want to wait for the thunder of judgment. I want to listen to the thunder of mercy right 
now.”

And if you’re saved, but you’ve been silent – not living as a messenger, not walking as an everyday 
missionary – you can say:

“Lord, I want my life out there this week to look so different, so saturated with Your truth, that 
people can’t help but see You in me.”

Father, we thank You tonight.
We bless You for Your Word – alive, able, and active.
Thank You that You have not left us without Yourself,
not left us without teaching,
not left us without Your Word.

Forgive us, Lord, where we have taken Your message lightly,
where we have treated Your Word as strange,
where we have risen early and corrupted our deeds
because we did not seek You first.

Give us, O God, a history of repentance to match our history of missing the mark.
Make us everyday missionaries in a land that is perishing without You.
Let people see something different in us this week –
not us, but Christ in us –
so that when they look at our lives, they are reminded
that there is a living God with a living Word,
and a Savior who loves them and laid His life down for them.



We ask it in Jesus’ name.
And all God’s people said… Amen.


