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Romans 5:12-21
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Could God allow our rebellion to become 
greater than His grace to overcome it?

Grace is invincible!

Sin can’t overwhelm it;

Death can’t stop it;

the Law can’t restrict it.
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Christ’s gift of  eternal life through 
imputed righteousness to those who 
trust in Him alone enables grace to 
reign over sin, transgression, death 
and judgment.

Sin, Transgression, Law and Righteousness
– what does it all mean?
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Sin is missing the mark by:
 Failing to do what

God requires

 Doing what 
God forbids

Transgression occurs
when we knowingly
go “out of bounds”
with respect to what

God requires or forbids.
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The Law is not …

The Law is a pattern of  righteousness, 
not a means of  righteousness.

The Law increases our awareness of  
sin and exposes our propensity to sin 
because we naturally rebel against its

righteous standards.
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Is the Law the problem rather 
than the solution?

Romans 7:7-12
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Romans 3:19-20

The Law shows us that what 
we are doing is contrary to 
God’s will and makes our 
continued sin conscious and 

willful disobedience.
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That’s not helping!

The Law should lead us to abandon 
all hope in our own righteousness 

and receive the gift of  Christ’s 
perfect righteousness.

Romans 11:32
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God provides for us
what He requires of us

A perfect righteousness that is the 
result of  a life lived in total and 
continual obedience to God’s will.

Romans 5:20-21
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5:20 The Law came in so that the 
transgression would increase;

… but where sin increased,
grace abounded all the more,
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21 so that, as sin reigned in death, 
even so grace would reign through 
righteousness to eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Death

Believers

Sin Grace

Adam
Eternal Life
Jesus Christ

Righteousness
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God has ordained that His grace
super-abounds over our rebellion!

Grace is invincible!

Sin can’t overwhelm it;

Death can’t stop it;

the Law can’t restrict it.
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Christ’s gift of  eternal life through 
imputed righteousness to those who 
trust in Him alone enables grace to 
reign over sin, transgression, death 
and judgment.
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