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1. Introduction:

a. Beloved, what should we do when other people who
claim to be Christians hold to teachings or promote
doctrines that are clearly unbiblical?

1. How are we to respond when falsehood threatens
the unity and truth of the church? In Romans
16:17-20, Paul addresses this very challenge.

2. Verse 17: Beware of Division: I appeal to you, brothers, to
watch out for those who cause divisions and create
obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been
taught; avoid them.

a. After urging the believers to greet one another with a
holy kiss—a simple, visible sign of Christian love,
unity, and harmony—Paul immediately follows with a
dire warning. Paul’s final appeal is a call for the church
to remain united by carefully protecting the truth of the
gospel. Paul teaches us that true unity is never built on
ignoring error but on guarding sound doctrine.

b. Paul warns the church to watch out for those who
cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the
doctrine that you have been taught. In other words,
the harmony and well-being of the church must be
guarded with discernment.

1. In Paul’s time, just as in our day, false teachers
troubled the churches. They stirred up division,
caused confusion, and set stumbling blocks before
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God’s people, all in an attempt to undermine the

true doctrine received.

1. Their attacks are never random. False teachers
always strike at sound doctrine because sound
doctrine always points us to the true Jesus and
the gospel that alone saves.

i1. Beloved, the moment the gospel is distorted,
salvation is lost. That is why Satan and his ministers

work tirelessly to twist God’s Word and present a

counterfeit in its place. This is why guarding sound

doctrine is not just a matter of knowledge. Itis a

matter of life and death for our souls and for the

unity of Christ’s church.

111, Scripture consistently warns us about false teachers
and brethren. Paul told the Ephesian elders in Acts
20:28-31 Pay careful attention to vourselves and to
all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers, to care for the church of God, which he
obtained with his own blood. (29) [ know that after

my departure fierce wolves will come in among
you. not sparing the flock; (30) and from among

your own selves will arise men speaking twisted
things, to draw away the disciples after them. (31)

Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years
I did not cease night or day to admonish everyone
with tears.

c. So, Beloved, there will always be the false brethren and
false teachers that attack the vital doctrines of Scripture,
especially the doctrine of salvation by grace alone.

1. Satan does not object to people being religious. He
1s content with religion, spirituality, and moral
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effort, as long as sinners believe that their own
works can save them. What Satan hates is the pure
gospel of free grace. or in other words. sound
doctrine.

d. So Paul calls the Christians in Rome to be on guard.
All Christians must keep watch for those who sow
seeds of dissension.

1. Today, many in the church treat doctrine as if it
were optional or secondary. You may have heard it
said, “Doctrine divides, so let’s just focus on loving
one another.” Beloved, this kind of thinking is
spiritually immature. True love 1s not merely a
warm feeling or polite behavior—it is grounded in
the truth of God’s Word. Without sound doctrine,
we cannot even know what genuine love is.
Scripture teaches us that love 1s shaped, defined,
and protected by God’s truth. Take away the truth,
and love drifts aimlessly; anchor it in God’s Word,
and love grows strong, steadfast, and fruitful.

e. So, what are we to do when we encounter those who
spread false teachings? Paul does not tell us to engage
in endless arguments or to be drawn into constant
debate. Instead, he gives an explicit instruction: avoid
them. Paul understood how easily weaker believers
could be confused or led astray. For the sake of the
gospel and for the unity of Christ’s church, we must
hold fast to the truth. We must firmly separate ourselves
from any teaching—or any teacher—that stands against
sound, biblical doctrine. In doing so, we protect not
only our own faith but also the faith of the body of
Christ.
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3. Verse 18: False Teachers Serve Themselves: Paul
continues his warning: “For such persons do not serve our
Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk
and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive.”

a. The original expression Paul uses for “such persons” is
full of contempt. It can be translated as “this sort of
individual.” Paul sees these false brethren for what they
truly are: impostors and pretenders. They may appear
faithful on the outside, but their hearts and motives
reveal the truth—they are not serving Christ, and their
presence in the church is dangerous.

b. By saying that these individuals do not serve Christ
but their own appetites, Paul draws a clear and
unyielding line: each person serves either the Lord Jesus
Christ or themselves—there is no middle ground.

1. Jesus Himself taught this truth in Matthew 6:24A
“No one can serve two masters, for either he will
hate the one and love the other, or he will be
devoted to the one and despise the other...”

11. These false teachers have chosen their master, and it
is themselves. Their lives are ruled by their own
desires, not by the Spirit of God. They seek
attention, crave admiration, and pursue personal
gain. They love to hear themselves speak and inflate
their own importance, revealing hearts far from the
humble service of Christ.

c. Their actions reveal even more about their hearts. They
rely on smooth talk and flattering words to manipulate
others, drawing people in with charm rather than truth.
1. Jude 1:16 These are grumblers, malcontents,

© 2025 by Dr. Ismael Miranda, God’s Grace Reformed Church 4of 11



following their own sinful desires; they are

loud-mouthed boasters, showing favoritism to gain

advantage.

i1. Though they may seem gifted in speech, in reality,
they are liars, working not for the spiritual good of
the church but for their own gain. They lead the
simple and unsuspecting away from the fullness of
salvation in Jesus Christ.

1. Jude paints vivid pictures of their danger in Jude
1:11-13 Woe to them! For they walked in the
way of Cain and abandoned themselves for the
sake of gain to Balaam's error and perished in
Korah's rebellion. (12) These are hidden reefs at
your love feasts, as they feast with you without
fear, shepherds feeding themselves; waterless
clouds, swept along by winds; fruitless trees in
late autumn, twice dead, uprooted; (13) wild
waves of the sea, casting up the foam of their
own shame; wandering stars, for whom the gloom
of utter darkness has been reserved forever.

a. Beloved, these images remind us that false
teachers are self-serving, destructive, and
destined for judgment. Therefore, we must
be vigilant, discerning carefully, and cling
firmly to God’s truth, protecting both our
own souls and the church from those who
seek to lead us astray.

4. Verse 19: QObedience, Wisdom, and Innocence: Paul
continues his exhortation: “For your obedience is known to
all, so that I rejoice over you, but I want you to be wise as
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to what is good and innocent as to what is evil.”

a. Beloved, a warning against false teachers, though
crucial, is not enough for living a life that glorifies God.
Paul’s words point us directly to our greatest need: the
Word of God.

1. Many believers shy away from diligent study of
Scripture, claiming they want to keep their faith
“childlike” and simple. But there 1s a real difference
between a childlike faith and a childish faith. We
are to be childlike in our trust and submission to
God’s authority, yet mature in understanding and
discernment in our faith. The New Testament
repeatedly rebukes spiritual immaturity.

1. Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 3:1-2 But I,
brothers, could not address you as spiritual
people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in
Christ. (2) I fed you with milk, not solid food,
for you were not ready for it. And even now you
are not yet ready,

2. Likewise, we read in Hebrews 5:12 For though
by this time you ought to be teachers, you need
someone to teach you again the basic principles
of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid
food,

i1. From this, we learn that to guard God’s flock and
avoid the deception of false teachers, we must be
firmly grounded in Scripture. We must cultivate
disciplined, consistent study and meditation on

God’s Word.

b. Paul rejoices over the Romans because their obedience
was known throughout the churches. They had a
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good reputation. Beloved, when we depart from the

path of faith and obedience, it is a profound

disappointment to the body of Christ. Turning from the
truth undermines the joy and testimony that faithful
obedience produces.

c. This 1s why Paul urges the believers to be wise about
what is good, and innocent about what is evil.

1. This wisdom is more than intellectual knowledge.
It 1s a spiritual discernment shaped by sound
doctrine and love. We are to live so that we
recognize and pursue what pleases God, while
remaining innocent regarding evil. Spiritual
wisdom equips us to do good, and sanctifying
innocence protects us from being ensnared by sin.
In other words, Paul is calling us to maturity in
Christ.

1.1 Corinthians 14:20 Brothers, do not be
children in your thinking. Be infants in evil, but
in your thinking be mature.

2.1 Thessalonians 5:21 but test everything; hold
fast what 1s good.

3. Matthew 10:16 “Behold, I am sending you out
as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as
serpents and innocent as doves.

d. Beloved, wisdom and innocence go hand in hand.
Maturity in Christ is not merely knowing the truth; it is
living it out, guarding our hearts, and acting in
obedience to God’s Word even when the world, and
even false teachers within the church, attempt to pull us
away.
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5. Verse 20A: The God of Peace: The God of peace will
soon crush Satan under your feet.

a. After warning the believers to guard themselves against
false teachers, Paul lifts their eyes from their own
efforts to the sovereign power of God. Yes, Scripture
calls us to be watchful, discerning, and obedient, but
none of these duties can be carried out in our own
strength. We do not stand firm by our own wisdom or
willpower. Beloved, it is only because God Himself
strengthens His people that we can resist error, pursue
holiness, and remain faithful. Our vigilance is rooted
not in our ability, but in His power.

b. Paul reminds the church that the One who calls them to
obedience is “the God of peace.” Unlike the false
teachers who sow division and chaos, God brings order.
While they stir strife and confusion, God gives lasting,
saving peace. A peace that flows from His redeeming
work in Christ. Paul then declares three powerful truths
about what this God of peace will do:

1. God will crush Satan.

1. This fulfills the ancient promise first spoken in
Genesis 3:15, where God declared that the
serpent would ultimately be defeated. The final
victory does not belong to Satan but to God
Himself. Through the death and resurrection of
Christ, the decisive blow has already been struck,
and the ultimate crushing of the enemy is certain.

i1. He will crush Satan under your feet.

1. God’s victory 1s not only His own—it becomes
the victory of His people. As co-heirs with Christ,
believers share in this triumph and will also be

© 2025 by Dr. Ismael Miranda, God’s Grace Reformed Church 8of 11



co-conquerors. When Christ returns in glory, we
will share in His triumph over every enemy,
every foe, and every work of darkness.

111.  He will do this soon.

1. In one sense, God has already begun restraining
and defeating Satan through the finished work of
Christ. Yet Paul’s emphasis here is on the
ultimate, final victory that will be fully realized
when Christ returns. From God’s eternal
perspective, this victory is imminent—‘“soon’ in
the sense that it is certain and near in His plan.
Beloved, the church lives with a sure and
steadfast hope: the defeat of Satan is not only
promised but also coming soon.

iv.  This promised triumph reveals why God is rightly
called “the God of peace.” He brings true and
lasting order, securing complete and eternal
salvation for His people by crushing their greatest
enemy, Satan. This certainty gives believers
confidence and encouragement today: we can stand
firm 1n the truth, resist error, and persevere in faith,
knowing that Christ will return in glory to bring
final victory.

6. Verses 20B: Resting in the Grace of Jesus: The grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

a. Paul closes with a benediction, calling the church to rest
in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Several points
stand out:

1. Grace is God’s unmerited favor.
1. This 1s the rich, undeserved blessing that flows
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from God to His people. It is never earned or
merited; it is given freely out of His love and
mercy and only in submission to Jesus Christ and
His gospel.

1. “Qur Lord Jesus.,” not “the Lord Jesus.”

1. Paul writes our Lord Jesus, highlighting the
personal, trusting relationship believers have with
Christ. We are not distant; we belong to Him, and
He belongs to us.

2. At the same time, being part of Christ’s body
carries responsibility. Because He is our Lord
collectively, we owe a duty of care to one
another, especially in watching over one another
in truth, love, and obedience.

111 Jesus is both Savior and Lord.

1. His name, Jesus, means Savior, yet He 1s also
Lord—the One who has purchased us with His
own blood. As Lord, He is sovereign over our
lives, and acknowledging His authority brings
both joy and assurance. As Savior, we rest in His
finished work, trusting that our salvation is
secure, our sins forgiven, and our eternal hope
guaranteed in Him.

b. This final blessing from Paul reminds the church that all
God’s promises, including victory over Satan, flow
through Christ’s grace. As believers, we live under His
lordship, supported and strengthened by His unmerited
favor every day.

7. Benediction:
a. 2 Thessalonians 3:16 Now may the Lord of peace
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himself give you peace at all times in every way. The
Lord be with you all.

Pastoral Blessing: Numbers 6:24-26 The LORD bless you
and keep you; (25) the LORD make his face to shine upon you
and be gracious to you; (26) the LORD lift up his countenance
upon you and give you peace.

Public Reading of Scripture
2 Peter 2:1-10

tions for vour Consideration:

e How do I respond when I encounter teachings or opinions
in the church that contradict God’s Word? Do I seek
discernment and truth, or do I ignore the error to avoid
conflict?

e Do I regularly study and meditate on Scripture so that I can
recognize what 1s good and avoid what is evil? Where
could I grow in spiritual wisdom and discernment?

e How does the truth that Christ has already crushed Satan
and secured victory over sin and death affect the way I face
spiritual opposition?
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