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Welcomel!
To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;
To all who mourn and long for comfort;
To all who struggle and desire victory;
To all who sin and need a Savior;
To all who are strangers and want fellowship;
And to whoever will come —

This church opens wide her doors and offers her welcome
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.



God Calls Us To Worship

Welcome
Announcements
Lighting of the Second Advent Candle

Call to Worship - Psalm 97:1-6,12
Leader: The LoRbD reigns, let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be
glad!
Unison: Clouds and thick darkness are all around Him; righteousness
and justice are the foundation of His throne.

Leader: Fire goes before Him and burns up His adversaries all around.

Unison: His lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles.

Leader: The mountains melt like wax before the Lorb, before the LorD of
all the earth.

Unison: The heavens proclaim His righteousness, and all the peoples
see His glory.

Leader: Rejoice in the LorD, O you righteous, and give thanks to His holy
name!

We Respond To God's Call

Hymn - "See, amid the Winter's Snow"
Trinity Hymnal #199
See, amid the winter's snow,
Born for us on earth below,
See the tender Lamb appears,
Promised from eternal years.

(Refrain)

Hail, thou ever blessed morn!
Hail, redemption's happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.

Lo, within a manger lies

He who built the starry skies:

He who, throned in height sublime,
Sits amid the cherubim. (Refrain)

Women

Say, ye holy shepherds, say —

What's your joyful news today?
Wherefore have ye left your sheep,

On the lonely mountain steep? (Refrain)



Men

"As we watched at dead of night,

Lo, we saw a wondrous light;

Angels singing 'Peace on earth,’'

Told us of the Savior's birth." (Refrain)

Unison

Sacred infant, all divine,

What a tender love was thine,

Thus to come from highest bliss,

Down to such a world as this! (Refrain)

Teach, O teach us, holy Child,

By Thy face so meek and mild,
Teach us to resemble Thee,

In Thy sweet humility. (Refrain)

Acknowledging God's Presence
Worship Theme - "Intended for the Church”

Theme Verses - Revelation 1:9-11a
I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the
patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on
account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. | was in the Spirit on
the Lord's day, and | heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet saying,
"Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches..."

Hymn - "Savior of the Nations, Come"
Tune: Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland
Savior of the nations, come;
Virgin's Son, make here Thy home.
Marvel now, O heav'n and earth,
That the Lord chose such a birth.

Not by human flesh and blood,

By the Spirit of our God

Was the Word of God made flesh —
Woman's offspring, pure and fresh.

Wondrous birth! O wondrous Child
Of the virgin undefiled!

Though by all the world disowned,
Still to be in Heav'n enthroned.

From the Father's throne He came
And returneth to the same,
Captive leading death and hell —
High the song of triumph swell!



Thou, the Father's only Son,
Hast o'er sin the vict'ry won.
Boundless shall Thy kingdom be;
When shall we its glories see?

Praise to God the Father sing,
Praise to God the Son, our King,
Praise to God the Spirit be

Ever and eternally.

We Confess Our Sins

Confession of Sin
Almighty God, we believe that Your Son is coming again in power to judge the
earth. We confess that we have not lived as those who daily expect His
kingdom. We have spoken harsh words, thought impure thoughts, and lived
casual lives. We have ignored His promised judgment by not loving You with
our whole hearts or our neighbors as ourselves. Have mercy upon us, we pray,
and forgive us for all our offences. In Your tender kindness, embrace us with
Your fatherly love, and fill our hearts with the joyful expectation of seeing Your
Son soon, face to face. In His name, we pray. Amen.

Please take a moment to confess your individual sins to the Lord.

Assurance of Pardon - Psalm 103:8-13
The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. He
will not always accuse, nor will He harbor His anger forever; He does not treat
us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as
the heavens are above the earth, so great is His love for those who fear Him;
as far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions
from us. As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows
compassion to those who fear Him.

Hymn - "O Little Town of Bethlehem"
Trinity Hymnal #201
O Little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie;
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by:
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary;

And gathered all above,

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wond'ring love.

O morning stars, together



Proclaim the holy birth!
And praises sing to God the King,
And peace to men on earth.

How silently, how silently,

The wondrous gift is giv'n!

So God imparts to human hearts

The blessings of His heav'n.

No ear may hear His coming,

But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive Him still,
The dear Christ enters in.

O Holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin and enter in;
Be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel.

We Profess Our Faith And Pray

Affirmation of Faith - Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten
Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, true God of true God, begotten, not made; being of one substance with
the Father. By Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came
down from heaven; He became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and was made man. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; He
suffered and was buried. The third day He rose again, according to the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will have no end. And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver
of life. He proceeds from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and the
Son He is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the prophets. We believe
in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

Greeting

Hymn - "Sing We the Song of Emmanuel”
Sing we the song of Emmanuel,
This, the Christ, who was long foretold.
Lo, in the shadows of Bethlehem,
Promise of dawn now our eyes behold.



God Most High in a manger laid;

Lift your voices and now proclaim:

"Great and glorious, Love has come to us";
Join now with the hosts of heaven.

Come we to welcome Emmanuel;

King Who came with no crown or throne.
Helpless He lay, the Invincible,

Maker of Mary, now Mary's son.

O what wisdom to save us all,
Shepherds, sages, before Him fall.
Grace and majesty, what humility;
Come on bended knee, adore Him.

Go spread the news of Emmanuel;

Joy and peace for the weary heart.

Lift up your heads, for your King has come;
Sing for the Light overwhelms the dark.

Glory shining for all to see,

Hope alive, let the gospel ring.

God has made a way, He will have the praise;
Tell the world His name is Jesus.

Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come, Your will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

We Receive God's Word

Reading God's Word - Revelation 1:4-11
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
Unison: Thanks be to God.

Understanding and Applying God's Word
Pastor Bill Lovell
"Intended for the Church"
Sermon Series: "The Revelation of Jesus Christ"



We Commune At God's Table

Great Thanksgiving
Leader: The Lord be with you.
Unison:  And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts.

Unison:  We lift them to the Lord.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Unison: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Leader: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, that we should at all times,

and in all places, give thanks to You, O Lord, Holy Father,
almighty, everlasting God. Therefore, with Angels and Archangels,
and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Unison: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven and earth are full
of Your glory. Glory to You, O Lord, most high.

Prayer before Holy Communion
Words of Institution
Holy Communion

Communion Hymn - "Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence"
Trinity Hymnal #193

Prayer after Holy Communion
Eternal God, heavenly Father, You have graciously accepted us as living members of
Your family. Through Your Son Jesus Christ, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, You
have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament of Christ's body and blood. Send us
forth now in the power of Your Spirit, and grant us strength and courage to love and
serve You with gladness and singleness of heart. We ask in the name of Christ our
Lord. Amen.

We Respond To God's Grace

Offertory Sentence - Psalm 96:8
Closing Hymn - "Once in Royal David's City"
Trinity Hymnal #225

Once in royal David's city

Stood a lowly cattle shed,

Where a mother laid her baby

In a manger for His bed:

Mary was that mother mild,

Jesus Christ her little child.



He came down to earth from heaven
Who is God and Lord of all.

And His shelter was a stable,

And His cradle was a stall:

With the poor, and mean, and lowly,
Lived on earth our Savior holy.

And through all His wondrous childhood
He would honor and obey,

Love and watch the lowly maiden

In whose gentle arms He lay:

Christian children all must be

Mild, obedient, good as He.

And our eyes at last shall see Him,
Through His own redeeming love;
For that child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heav'n above;

And He leads His children on

To the place where He is gone.

Not in that poor lowly stable,

With the oxen standing by,

We shall see Him, but in heaven,

Set at God's right hand on high;
Where like stars His children crowned
All in white shall wait around.

God Sends Us Out With His Blessing

Blessing - Revelation 22:20-21
He Who testifies to these things says, "Surely | am coming soon."” Amen.
Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.

Credits
"See, amid the Winter's Snow" Words by Edward Caswall, music by John Goss. "Savior
of the Nations, Come" Music by Johann Walter, 1524 || Words by Ambrose of Milan, 397,
German tr. Martin Luther, 1524, tr. by William M. Reynolds, 1860. "O Little Town of
Bethlehem" Words by Phillips Brooks, Music by Lewis H. Redner. "Sing We the Song of
Emmanuel" Matt Boswell, Matt Papa and Stuart Townend Copyright © 2015 Messenger
Hymns, Townend Songs, Love Your Enemies Publishing. "Let All Mortal Flesh Keep
Silence" Words adapted by Gerard Moultrie, Melody arr. By Ralph Vaughan Williams.
"Once in Royal David's City" Words by Cecil Frances Alexander, Music by H.J. Gauntlett,
v. 1-5 harm. by A.H. Mann, descant and organ by David Willcocks. CCLI License
#451603.



Sermon Text

English Standard Version - Revelation 1:4-11

4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from Him
Who is and Who was and Who is to come, and from the seven spirits Who are before
His throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the
ruler of kings on earth.

To Him Who loves us and has freed us from our sins by His blood 6 and made us a
kingdom, priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever.
Amen. 7 Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those
who pierced Him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.

8 "l am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "Who is and Who was and
Who is to come, the Almighty."

9 I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient
endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of
God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 | was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and | heard
behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 11 saying, "Write what you see in a book and send
it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira
and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea."

Sermon Notes

Revelation 1:4-11
Pastor Bill Lovell
"Intended for the Church"
Sermon Series: "The Revelation of Jesus Christ"
Four Basic Views on Revelation
1. Preterist - Luis del Alcazar, R.C. Sproul
2. Futurist - John Nelson Darby, Dwight L. Moody

3. Historicist - Joachim of Fiore, Martin Luther, John Calvin

4. |dealist - William Hendrickson, Greg Beale

Intended for the Church - There & Then

Intended for the Church - Here & Now

Next Sunday's Sermon Text: Revelation 1:12-16



Church Life Notes

Today - December 8, 2024

1.

Second Sunday of Advent: Advent is a season focused on preparing to
celebrate Christ's first coming at Christmas, as well as His second coming
in the future. Today, we will reflect on how the important message of
Revelation is intended for the church, specifically to help us prepare.

Holy Communion: We will share the Lord's Supper together this morning.
Christmas Pageant & Potluck: This afternoon, at 4:30pm, here in the
church, the kids will reenact the story of the Lord Jesus' birth, and
afterwards, in the Lobby, we will celebrate the season with a potluck.
Pageant Set Up: If possible, please stick around for a few minutes after
this morning's service to help set up for the Pageant.

Serving Today: Our scheduled Liturgy Leader is Jay Marble. Our
scheduled Prayer Leader is Vianny D'Souza.

Giving Online: To access our secure online giving portal, you may use
the QR code on the back of the bulletin.

Zoom Prayer Meeting: There will be NO Prayer Meeting today.

Upcoming Activities & Events

8.

10.

11.
. Children's & Youth Sunday School: No classes on Sunday, December

13.

14.

Mission Metrocrest:

e Flood Buckets - MPC has the chance to work with the PCA's
Disaster Response Team to replenish our supply of flood buckets
after the storms in North Carolina and Florida. Two hours on
Saturday, December 14, from 9:00-11:00am at the John Browne
Family Depot near Love Field in Dallas. Speak to Pastor Bill.

Christmas Carol Sing: Saturday, December 21, at 4:00pm at the
Esmonds' (616 Woodland Street, Denton).

Christmas Eve Service: Tuesday, December 24, at 6:00pm, at the
church. Join us for an hour-long service to celebrate Christ's birth.
Hayden Bernays is set to preach.

Adult Sunday School: No class on Sunday, December 22 and 29.

22 and 29.

Youth Ministry: No Wednesday Night Gatherings on December 25 and
January 1. A White Elephant Party is scheduled for December 18 at the
church. Get details from Joseph Marble.

Life Change: This month we will support the PCA Ministerial Relief Fund,
which assists needy, retired, and disabled pastors, missionaries, church
lay workers, their widows, and children.

News & Needs

15.

16.

Church Officer Nominations: Nomination forms are available in the
Lobby.

Baptisms: Parents are encouraged to speak to Pastor Bill about
scheduling a baptism. MPC's next baptism Sunday is set for December
29. There's room for more!



17.

18.

Finance Update: Church giving last week totaled $10,059. Our weekly
goal is $8,108. Since July 1, we have collected $160,879.

Staff Christmas Gift: This time of the year, it is our tradition for the
deacons to take up a collection for the staff to provide a small token of our
appreciation for their ministry to us. If you wish to participate, please give
cash to a deacon no later than Sunday, December 15. Please note that
all donations to the deacons for the Staff Christmas Gift must be made in
cash only. You may give it to any deacon (Dalton Dallas, Brian Ray,
Vianny D’Souza, or Will Grover). Please note that all donations to the
deacons will be treated as communal - if you wish to give a gift to a
particular staff member, please give directly to that person. Once all the
gifts have been received, they will be presented to staff members who are
on payroll: Bill Lovell, Laura Stites, Joseph Marble, and Nick Rhodes.

High Fives & Thanks

19.

20.

Raquel & Nick Rhodes: Big congratulations to Raquel and Nick as they
expect their second child, due in July.

Women’s Ministry: Thank you to Margaret Marrs and the Women’s
Ministry team for hosting our ornament exchange.

Prayer Requests

21.

22.

23.

24.

For The World:

e International Conflicts - For God's mercy on those caught up in
armed conflicts in Israel, Lebanon, Ukraine, Russia, Sudan, Yemen,
Iran, and Syria, and political conflict in South Korea and France.

For Our Nation:

e Elected Officials - For wisdom and compassion for President

Biden and President-Elect Trump, and all those who advise them.
For Our Church's Mission & Ministry:

e Christian Community Action - For God's blessing on our local
mission partner as they help people through the holidays.

e Church Finances - For God's gracious provision.

For One Another:

e Expecting Couples - For God's blessing on Hope & Daniel
Greisser (due December 4), Paige & Will Lovell (due February),
and Raquel & Nick Rhodes (due July).

e Those Praying for a Child - For God's blessing, mercy, and tender
care for couples who are praying for a child.

e Health, Finances & Relationships - For God's blessing on
Yvonne Alford (Bill Lovell's friend), Ruth Bajema (Rick Bajema's
mother), Connie Bielefeld (Margaret Marrs' grandmother), Linda
Bull (Scott Marrs' friend), Gary Collum (Paul Hartgrove's friend), the
family of Martha Balderston (Sharon Greisser's late sister), Elinor
Hite, Suzanne Larsen, Ruth Lerner (Elinor Hites' sister), Cherry
Leslie, Ariel Lopez, Dick Lucas (Bill Lovell's friend), Ashley Marble,
Adelie Novak (Steve & Liz Wallin's granddaughter), Kristen Novak
(Wallins' daughter), Travis Rhodes (Nick Rhodes' brother), Chip
Sayers, Sharyn Wallin (Steve Wallin's mom), David Wamsley, Rose
Whitlock (Hartgroves' in-law), Lori Winn, and Norm Winn.



Welcome to Metrocrest! Please take a few moments to leave your contact
information with Pastor Bill or a member of the Welcome Team. We would love to
know that you worshiped with us today.

How can we pray for you? MPC is a praying church! You can
share your prayer requests with us by (1) using one of the cards
found in the Lobby; or (2) pointing your smartphone camera at
this QR code to access a digital card. Please indicate whether
your request is private or public. You may also request to pray
with an Elder.

Do you want to make a donation? To fund MPC's mission
and ministry, we depend on God's provision through you. If
you'd like to make a donation this morning, you can do so by
(1) placing it in the collection basket during the Offertory; or (2)
pointing your smartphone camera at this QR code to access
our secure online giving portal.

Thank you for your financial support! At MPC, we attempt to use every penny you
entrust to us for gospel purposes. We also aim for financial transparency—see
Finance Update inside. If you have questions or suggestions, please contact our
Treasurer Will Grover (treasurer@metrocrestchurch.org).

Let's get connected! MPC uses an app called Realm
c 5 to allow you to update your personal information,

communicate with groups and teams, follow church
rea l m announcements, look up members, manage online
giving, and join events. To get started, contact us at

info@metrocrestchurch.org!

The Session (Elders) The Board of Deacons
Rick Bajema Dalton Dallas, Chairman
Bill Camp Vianny D'Souza, Secretary
John Fowler Will Grover, Treasurer
Paul Hartgrove Brian Ray

Bill Lovell, Moderator
Larry Perry, Clerk
James Woods

The Staff

Bill Lovell Pastor bill@metrocrestchurch.org
Laura Stites Administrative Assistant laura@metrocrestchurch.org
Nick Rhodes Music Director nick@metrocrestchurch.org
Caleb Esmond Pianist caleb.esmond@gmail.com

Will Grover Treasurer treasurer@metrocrestchurch.org
Joseph Marble Youth Director joseph@metrocrestchurch.org
Hayden Bernays Ministry Intern haydenbernays@gmail.com
Paul Hartgrove Safeguarding Committee paul.hartgrove@gmail.com
Diane Kizziar Safeguarding Committee dianekizziar@gmail.com
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