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1. Introduction

Last week we saw the continual expressions of Jesus’ authority over His creation. Demons, 
diseases, and death, are all effects of the curse of sin and His image bearers know this all too 
well. Jesus uses this witness of authority to authenticate His message of the Kingdom, of the 
salvation found in Him. As Jesus goes about proclaiming the Kingdom of God He reminds us of 
the redemption and restoration found in His work and His Father’s will. The eyes of Him who is 
King of kings looks with pity on the lost. Today we will look at His teaching and authorizing His 
disciples, His apostles to follow in His footsteps. 

The Church must be careful not to lose sight of our true calling to be salt and light. To be 
ambassadors of the Kingdom. This mission results in His redeeming and saving a people for 
Himself. Salvation is not only from sin and death, but salvation unto eternal life and a new 
creation! We must share this salvation with the world. It is our calling, it is our obligation, and it 
should be our passion as it was our Lord’s.

2. Leading By Example

35. And Jesus was going through all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind 
of sickness. 

Teaching, proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing. Expounding the old, proclaiming 
the new, and healing the diseased.

The synagogues were places of instruction as well as of worship; they were a natural place in 
which a teacher would do his work.

Jesus’ answer to the blasphemous slanders of the Pharisees was His work.

[Jesus’ compassion for the lost]

36. And seeing the crowds, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and 
downcast like sheep without a shepherd. 



“Sheep having no shepherd” are in an ill plight. Starved, Scattered, Subject to disease and death. 
Sheep without a shepherd points to people who are in great danger and without the resources to 
escape from it.

What he saw affected not his eye only, but his heart. He was overcome by sympathy. His whole 
frame was stirred with an emotion. He saw them ignorant, hopeless, helpless, dying, and unfit to 
die. The sight moved Him to deep pity. That loving heart could not see such things, and not 
feel.The man who does not feel for the souls of all unconverted persons, can surely not have “the 
mind of Christ.

No single English term does justice to it: compassion, pity, sympathy, fellow-feeling all convey 
part of it, but “his heart went out” perhaps represents more fully the emotional force of the 
underlying metaphor of a “gut response.” In each case there is not only sympathy with a person’s 
need, but also a practical response which meets that need; emotion results in caring and effective 
action, in this case the action of sending out his disciples among the people.

Psalm 126:5-6

[37-38 Pray- for the lost; for workers in the harvest]

37. Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 

There are millions of idolaters and heathen on earth—millions of deluded Muslims, millions of 
superstitious Roman Catholics. There are thousands of ignorant Protestants and pagans within a 
stones throw of the doors of our churches. 

Do we feel tenderly concerned about their souls? Do we deeply pity their spiritual destitution? 
Do we long to see that destitution relieved?

38. “Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His 
harvest.” 

They are to pray for more men to be raised up to work for the conversion of souls

The particular action Jesus singles out is prayer. Jesus points to prayer as the really effective 
thing.

Personal working for souls is good. Giving money is good. But praying is best of all. By prayer 
we reach Him without whom work and money are alike in vain. We obtain the aid of the Holy 
Ghost.—Money can pay agents. Universities can give learning. Congregations may elect. 
Bishops may ordain. But the Holy Ghost alone, can make ministers of the Gospel, and raise up 
lay workmen in the spiritual harvest, who need not be ashamed. Never, never may we forget that 
if we would do good to the world, our first duty is to pray!



There is no duty to which the Church of Christ is called, which requires more earnest and 
importunate prayer than this. Ministers are not made by institutions of learning, nor by high 
mental endowments. Natural talent, improved and strengthened by study, and enriched by the 
treasures of learning, is necessary, but will be worthless, unless animated and controlled by the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ, which he has promised in answer to prayer. Laborers are to be sent forth 
trained in the school of Christ, as were the apostles. When they enter the field, duly prepared 
with intellectual culture, filled with the love and knowledge of Christ, burning with a desire to 
save souls, and willing to suffer for their Master, then they are laborers truly sent by Him into his 
harvest, and will be owned and accepted of him as such.

Now we see how those prayers are answered.

3. Appointing And Sending The Twelve

[10:1-4 Apostles/disciples called by name. Not perfect]

1. And summoning His twelve disciples, Jesus gave them authority over unclean spirits, to 
cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness. 

Called discipled, and sent (Apostles).

The repetition of every kind before both disease and sickness shows that the disciples were 
equipped with a far-reaching power. Like their Master

2.  Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother; and James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 

3. Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of 
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 

4. Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed Him. 

We notice that all ministers are not necessarily good men. Just because men are ordained does 
not necessarily mean they are converted. We are not to regard them as infallible, either in 
doctrine or in practice. We are not to make popes or idols of them, and insensibly put them in 
Christ’s place.

The work of a minister of Christ is to do good. He is sent to seek “lost sheep,”to proclaim glad 
tidings,—to relieve those who are suffering,—to diminish sorrow,—and to increase joy. His life 
is meant to be one of “giving,” rather than receiving.



[10:5-15 Instructed, authorized, and sent.]

5.  These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them, saying, “Do not go in the way of the 
Gentiles, and do not enter any city of the Samaritans; 

The geographical terms used here (“way of Gentiles,” “town of the Samaritans;” “towns of 
Israel,”) indicate a restriction on the area to be visited rather than a total ban on contact with 
Gentiles and Samaritans as such.

6. but rather go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

Jesus discusses three aspects of their mission: to whom they are to go; the nature of their mission 
in both word and deed; and how they are to be fed and housed

Their mission was to be strictly confined to “the House of Israel.” The house of Israel means all 
the descendants of Jacob; it is a common way of referring to the nation

But go rather to the lost sheep (i.e. sheep having gone astray) of the house,. The Jews having 
wandered away from the spiritual worship of God, and being given to the observance of vain 
ceremonies, are aptly compared to sheep scattered abroad, with no shepherd to feed them or 
protect them from the perils to which they were exposed. To them our Lord would have his 
gospel first proclaimed. But when they as a people rejected him, the Gentiles became the 
inheritors of the promises

After His rejection, crucifixion, and resurrection the orders will change. John 10:16; Romans 
1:16

7. “And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 

They go as representatives of the Messiah.

Their first work was proclaiming the coming kingdom, and preparing the way for the coming 
King. Those Israelites who were willing might become subjects of this heavenly kingdom, and 
therefore were they informed of its near approach.

The message to be proclaimed by the disciples is exactly the same as that of John the Baptist 
(Matthew 3:2) and of Jesus himself (Matthew 4:17), 

8. “Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. Freely you received, 
freely give. 



Only two great men of the past were credited with such a feat Elijah and Elisha,, and Jesus’ 
resuscitation of the official’s daughter has introduced a new element into the demonstration of 
the Messiah’s authority. We have no record that the disciples did in fact “raise the dead” during 
Jesus’ lifetime, though subsequent miracles of Peter and Paul would no doubt be taken as a 
fulfilling of this charge.

Having ministered to souls, they were to bless the bodies of men; and thus they would confirm 
their message by their miracles. All was to be done without fee or reward: their powers had not 
been purchased, their miracles were not to be sold.

“You received without cost; give without charge”

9. “Do not acquire gold, or silver, or copper for your money belts, 

10.  or a bag for your journey, or even two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for the worker is 
worthy of his support. 

The essence of this instruction is to travel light by not making special provision for their material 
needs while on the mission

11. “And whatever city or village you enter, inquire who is worthy in it, and stay there until 
you leave. 

12. “Now as you enter the house, give it your greeting. 

Peace be to this house.” Be very courteous openly, and very benevolent inwardly. You come as a 
benediction, come with a benediction. We ought never to enter a house without wishing it good, 
nor to leave it without having strived to make it better.

13. “And if the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it. But if it is not worthy, let your 
peace return to you. 

To be the willing hosts of such messengers is indeed a blessing, but to oppose them is to forfeit 
God’s peace, because to receive them is to receive Jesus and to receive Jesus is to receive God

14. “And whoever does not receive you, nor heed your words, as you leave that house or 
that city, shake the dust off your feet. 

Disclaim all fellowship with those who will not have fellowship with your Lord. Be not angry; 
do not denounce with bitterness; just “shake off the dust of your feet,” and go elsewhere.



This was a symbolical act, by which the Jews disclaimed all intercourse with those whom they 
deemed heathenish or profane. When they returned from any Gentile country, as they passed the 
boundaries, they stopped and carefully cleaned their shoes from all dust of the polluted region, 
which adhered to them

If they will not hear, we must make them see that we disown them, and count them to be 
unclean, because they refuse Christ Jesus. 

15. “Truly I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in 
the day of judgment than for that city. 

It is a most dangerous thing to neglect the offers of the Gospel. It shall prove “more tolerable for 
the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the judgment day, than for those who have heard Christ’s 
truth, and not received it.

it does not require great open sins to ruin a soul for ever. They have only to go on hearing 
without believing, listening without repenting, going to Church without going to Christ, and by 
and bye they will find themselves in hell!

“Is Christ dwelling in our hearts by faith? If not, we are in fearful danger. We are far more guilty 
than the men of Sodom, who never heard the Gospel at all. We may awake to find, that in spite of 
our regularity, and morality, and correctness, we have lost our souls for all eternity It will not 
save us to have lived in the full sunshine of Christian privileges, and to have heard the Gospel 
faithfully preached every week. There must be experimental acquaintance with Christ. There 
must be personal reception of His truth. There must be vital union with Him. We must become 
his servants and disciples. Without this, the preaching of the Gospel only adds to our 
responsibility, increases our guilt, and will at length sink us more deeply into hell. These are hard 
sayings. But the words of Scripture, which we have read, are plain and unmistakeable. They are 
all true.“ ~J.C Ryle

Indeed their fate will be worse, because the fuller light of the dawning kingdom of God is now 
being rejected; to reject Jesus’ messengers is thus to reject God and to incur his final judgment.

4. The Promise of Persecution vv.16-23

Hostility with the world and hostility in our home

16. “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be shrewd as serpents and 
innocent as doves. 



As we share the Gospel we must be moderate in their expectations. We must not think that 
universal success will attend our labors.W must reckon on meeting with much opposition. We 
must make up their minds to “be hated,” persecuted, and ill-used, and that too by their nearest 
relations.

Human nature is far more wicked and corrupt than we think. The power of evil is far greater than 
we suppose. It is vain to imagine that everybody will see what is good for them, and believe what 
we tell them. We need to pray for wisdom, good sense, and a sound mind.

We are not to be extremists! To avoid persecution by holding our tongues, and keeping our 
religion entirely to ourselves, is one extreme. We are not to err in that direction.—To court 
persecution, and thrust our religion upon every one we meet, without regard to place, time, or 
circumstances, is another extreme.

We must never suppose that it is of no use trying to do good to “certain” people.

It is to be feared, that believers in the Lord Jesus do not sufficiently pray for the spirit of 
knowledge, judgment, and a sound mind.

The disciples were sent to fierce men to convince them, and therefore they must be wise; to 
convert them, and therefore they must be gentle. The weapons of Christians are that they are 
weaponless. We are to be prudent, discreet, “wise as serpents”; but we are to be loving, peaceful, 
“harmless as doves.” The Christian missionary will need to be wary, to avoid receiving harm; but 
he must be of a guileless mind, that he do no harm. We are called to be martyrs, not maniacs; we 
are to be simple-hearted, but we are not to be simpletons.

The vulnerability of sheep is enhanced by their proverbial stupidity, but disciples are not to be 
like that. The snake’s instinct for self-preservation (by getting out of the way when trouble 
threatens) is a more helpful model.

the disciples’ cunning is to be directed not to harming their opponents, but to their own survival 
and the commendation of the gospel

17.  “But beware of men, for they will deliver you over to the courts and flog you in their 
synagogues; 

Our attitude must be one of caution towards men. We must not commit ourselves to them, nor 
rely on their patronage; but we must at the same time make use of every opportunity to testify for 
our Lord before them. Our Protector and Lord is in heaven.



18.  and you will even be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to 
them and to the Gentiles. 

Some of the most noble opportunities to preach the gospel of Christ, were furnished in these 
trials before kings and princes. Thus the persecuting spirit with which Christianity was sought to 
be crushed, was the means of its more rapid growth and dissemination. This was true also of the 
great persecutions which the Christians suffered under the Roman emperors. The zeal and 
boldness with which they preached Christ, and their constancy amidst the severest sufferings, 
wrought powerfully in their favor, and induced many even of their persecutors to embrace the 
gospel. Thus the “blood of the martyrs became the seed of the church.”

19.  “But when they deliver you over, do not worry about how or what you are to say; for it 
will be given to you in that hour what you are to say. 

20. “For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you. 

Don’t worry, but leave it to God. Men of God are simply instruments for God.

21.  “And brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise 
up against parents and cause them to be put to death. 

He knew the hearts of men, and forewarned his disciples of the pitiless tempest which would 
beat upon them in consequence of human enmity to the truth.

22.  “And you will be hated by all because of My name, but it is the one who has endured to 
the end who will be saved. 

The classes and the masses will turn against you because of the name, the doctrine, and the rule 
of your Master

23.  “But whenever they persecute you in this city, flee to the next; for truly I say to you, 
you will not finish going through the cities of Israel until the Son of Man comes. 

It is to the last degree foolish to attempt to force religion upon men: it advances by gentleness, by 
the Spirit and Word and not by violence. Share the Word and get out of the way.

Persecution has often been a spur to the church. Let us be diligent in our holy calling, and preach 
the gospel while we can do so in peace, for perilous times may be upon us, or the Lord himself 
may appear before we think.

Daniel 7:13-14



when the gospels speak of “the Son of Man coming” the presumption must be that they are 
speaking not of an eschatological parousia but of a heavenly enthronement, the vindication and 
empowering of the Son of Man after his earthly rejection and suffering, when God will turn the 
tables on those who thought they had him in their power

“The coming of the Son of Man” is thus not a description of a particular historical event but 
evocative language to depict his eventual vindication and sovereign authority

[24-31 God watches over His servants]

24.  “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a slave above his master. 

Those who try to do good to souls must not expect to fare better than their great Master. 
 They can expect no more respectful treatment by a hostile world than their master has already 
experienced.

26.  “Therefore do not fear them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be revealed, 
and hidden that will not be known. 

Those who try to do good must look forward with patience to the day of judgment.nAnticipate 
the future, and be not overwhelmed by the present.

27.  “What I tell you in the darkness, speak in the light; and what you hear whispered in 
your ear, proclaim upon the housetops. 

Good news is not meant to be kept under wraps, however little some people may wish to hear it. 
Even though for the time being Jesus’ teaching to his disciples has to be “in darkness,” “into the 
ear”, in the coming time of witness before governors and kings and of world-wide proclamation 
of the good news (euangelion) it must no longer be hidden

What He speaks to us through HIs Word we must speak and not be silent. May present to Him 
our opened ears and humble receiving hearts, and then grace us with the power, will, and 
opportunities to share with others what He has so delightfully given to us.

28.  “And do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear 
Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 

Those who try to do good must fear God more than man. Let us fear the Greater, and we shall 
not fear the less. There is no cure for the fear of man like the fear of God.



29.  “Are not two sparrows sold for an assarion? And yet not one of them will fall to the 
ground apart from your Father. 

Assarion -A copper coin valued at 1/16 of a days wages

Fear of God is balanced by trust in God as the disciple’s heavenly Father; the God who can 
destroy in hell is also the God who cares for the smallest bird.

30.  “But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 

31.  “So do not fear; you are more valuable than many sparrows. 

Those who try to do good must keep before their minds the providential care of God over them. 
God observes the death of a sparrow, and he much more notes the lives and deaths of his people. 
The very hairs of their head are counted and catalogued. 

Since we shall not suffer harm at the hand of men by their arbitrary conduct, apart from the will 
and permission of our Father, let us be ready to bear with holy courage whatever the wrath of 
man may bring upon us. God will not waste the life of one of his soldiers; no, not even the hair 
of his head. If we die in God’s battle we live in the grandest sense, for by loss of life we gain life.

[32-39- Results of proclaiming the Kingdom]

32.  “Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My 
Father who is in heaven. 

The question of priorities—whom to fear—leads to a radical choice of loyalty between Jesus and 
“people” If we would have Him own us, and confess us before our Father’s throne, we must not 
be ashamed to own and “confess Him” before the men of this world

33.  “But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father who is in 
heaven. 

Let these encouragements be treasured up in the hearts of all who labor in Christ’s cause, 
whatever their position may be. The Lord knows their trials, and has spoken these things for their 
comfort. He cares for all His believing people, but for none so much as those who work for His 
cause, and try to do good. May we seek to be of that number. Every believer may do something 
for the Kingdom’s sake if he tries!

34.  “Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, 
but a sword. 



“Do not suppose that I came to” echoes exactly  Matthew 5:17, 9:13, and  20:28

Remember that His Gospel will not cause peace and agreement wherever it comes.the result of 
the preaching of the Gospel must needs be division. For this the Gospel is not to blame, but the 
heart of man.

Truth provokes opposition, purity excites enmity, and righteousness arouses all the forces of 
wrong.

 Our Lord here disabuses his disciples of the idea of immediate peace, harmony, and prosperity, 
which they thought would attend the setting up of the Messiah’s kingdom. Think not. Do not 
suppose.

35.  “For I came to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 

36.  and a man’s enemies will be the members of his household. 

No doubt unity and peace are mighty blessings. We ought to seek them, and pray for them, and 
give up everything in order to obtain them, excepting truth and a good conscience. But it is an 
idle dream to suppose that the churches of Christ will enjoy much of unity and peace before the 
return of our King.

The coming of Christ into a house is often the cause of variance between the converted and the 
unconverted. The more loving the Christian is, the more he may be opposed: love creates a 
tender zeal for the salvation of friends, and that very zeal frequently calls forth resentment. We 
are to expect this, and not to be put about by it when it occurs. Animosities on account of religion 
often excite the fiercest of enmities, and nearness of kin inflames rather than quenches the 
hostility

37.  He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves 
son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 

We must earnestly beware of making idols of our dearest ones, by loving them more than 
Jesus. We must never set them above or even near the throne of our King. We are not worthy to 
dwell with Christ above, nor even to be associated with him here, if any earthly object is judged 
by us to be worthy to rival the Lord Jesus. Father and mother, son and daughter—we would do 
anything to please them; but, as opposed to Jesus, they stand nowhere, and cannot for an instant 
be allowed to come in the way of our supreme loyalty to our Lord.



Loyalty to Jesus and his mission comes first, and the result of that may be that family ties are 
strained to breaking point. But there is a new family relationship for disciples of Jesus which 
more than compensates for what may be lost by loyalty to him

38.  “And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 

True Christians must make, up their minds to trouble in this world, and a Christian who shuns the 
cross is no Christian

It was customary among the Romans, to compel a person to bear his own cross to the place of 
punishment. This was an oppressive burden. Many sank under it. Our Savior, weakened by 
previous suffering, was unable to bear his cross the whole distance, and it was laid upon another. 
To take up the cross became in this way a proverbial expression, denoting the performance of a 
very painful duty.

39.  “He who has found his life will lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake will find 
it. 

Happy is he who thoroughly understands, that though Christianity holds out a crown in the end, 
it brings also a cross in the way.

Many gain the temporal at the expense of the eternal. On the other hand, he who loses His life 
for Christ’s sake does in the highest sense find life, life eternal, life infinitely blessed. He makes 
the wisest choice who lays down his life for Jesus, and finds life in Jesus.

5. The Reward of Service vv.40-42

40.  “He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me. 

Apostolic teaching is Christ’s teaching. To receive the twelve is to receive their Lord Jesus, and 
to receive the Lord Jesus is to receive God himself. (Luke 10:16; 1 John 4:6)

41.  “He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward; 
and he who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a 
righteous man’s reward. 

~To receive into our homes and our hearts God’s persecuted servants is to share their reward. To 
maintain the cause and character of good men is to be numbered with them in God’s account. 
This is all of grace; since the deed is so little and the recompense so large.

42.  “And whoever in the name of a disciple gives to one of these little ones even a cup of 
cold water to drink, truly I say to you, he shall not lose his reward.” 



~The least service done to those who work in His cause is observed and rewarded of God.

~The eyes of the great Master are ever upon those who labor for him, and try to do good. Many 
toil and labor and to most their work goes unnoticed and unregarded. The strivings of preachers, 
and missionaries, and teachers, and visitors of the poor, may appear very trifling and 
insignificant, compared to the movements of rulers and authorities of this world, of armies and 
politicians, but they are not insignificant in the eyes of God. They will produce an eternal yield.

One of these little ones. This is not to be referred to little children, or young persons, or those 
especially in humble station, as it is by some erroneously interpreted, but to his disciples, who 
were yet learners, and therefore of humble attainments as well as station in life. A cup of cold 
cwater only. In the hot countries of the East, water was sometimes carried about the streets of 
cities, and offered to persons, from whom some trifling reward was customarily received. The 
expression here denotes the smallest act of kindness. In the name of a disciple, i.e. because he is 
a disciple. This shows that the “little ones” here referred to were disciples. Lose his reward; 
literally, the reward, i.e. the reward due to such an act of courtesy and kindness.

11:1.  Now it happened that when Jesus had finished giving instructions to His twelve 
disciples, He departed from there to teach and preach in their cities. 

God continues to work in the fields. We must join Him in this labor of love. John 5:17

6. Conclusion

This morning we have discussed, explained, and been furnished with much instruction on our 
mandate as disciples and sent ambassadors for the Kingdom of God. We have a Good Shepherd 
cares for us and leads by example. He continues to work this very day by interceding and 
empowering His people to continue HIs work on Earth as it is in Heaven. We have been warned 
and encourage that our task is not easy and that we will certainly meet with trials and opposition 
from the world, our flesh, and the devil. 

If you are here this morning and are a believer be reminded that you are a direct descendant of 
these first Apostles and that those who followed them were obedient to God’s command. Their 
obedience and love are direct results of the Holy Spirit’s work in them, and was used of God to 
reach you. We as individuals in the body of Christ, His church, are not only obligated, but 
commanded to walk in their footsteps, to take up our cross and follow Jesus.

Ours is the same Savior, who sent these disciples forth with such tender solicitude for their 
welfare. The protection he promised them, and the rewards with which he cheered them on, are 



ours to possess, for he has promised (28:20) to be with his ministers and people always even to 
the end of the world. A life of zeal and activity, an unshaken reliance upon God’s providential 
care, a firm, bold, and uncompromising spirit in preaching truth and opposing error, a forsaking 
of all for Christ, and a readiness to sacrifice the dearest ties of life, if found to interfere with the 
claims of the Redeemer, are all made incumbent upon a faithful profession of his name, and 
connected with the highest rewards in the eternal world. Nor shall the slightest acts of 
benevolence, if performed in the spirit of the gospel, be overlooked by Him, who has promised 
to acknowledge and reward the mere giving of a cup of cold water to one of his disciples.


