Proverbs 8:22—-36
The LORD's Eternal Delight

Monday, January 6, 2025 - Read Proverbs 8:22-36

Questions from the Scripture text: Who possessed wisdom, when (v22a)? Before what (v22b)? When was He established (v23)? How was He established (v24-25)? What was not yet

done (v26)? Who was there for the doing of what things (v27-29)? What was His role (v30)? What was God's disposition toward Him (v30b)? What was His own disposition (v30c)? In

what else diid wisdom rejoice (v31)? How does wisdom address the reader in v32a? What will be their disposition/condition, if they do what (v32b)? So what must they do (v33a)? And what

mustnt they do (v33b)? What does “hearing instruction” (cf. v33a) look like (v34b—c)? What will they thus find (v35)? What do they do to Him if they do not listen (v36a)? And what do they

do to themselves? What is their dlisposition to Him if they do not listen (v36b)? What do they love (v36b)?
Who is Wisdom? Proverbs 8:22-36 looks forward to the sermon in this week’s midweek meeting. In these fifteen verses of Holy Scripture, the Holy Spirit teaches
us that Christ is, unto us, the wisdom of God, indeed God Himself, the Creator.
Finally, wisdom is presented not just a personified attribute, buta Person. The second Person of the Godhead, to be exact. It’s obvious, in this passage, that this is
God the Son, Who would become the Man, the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. Jn 1:3; Eph 3:9; Col 1:16; Heb 1:3). YHWH'’s great possession (v22) is not any created thing or
being, but Him Himself. This is the glorious inheritance of the saints, when they inherit together with the Lord (cf. Rom 8:17; Eph 1:11).
v25b indicates something of the union of the Triune Godhead and one of the personal properties of the Son (that He is begotten of the Father). This is the same
idea that s related in the New Testament by the term monogenes, only-begotten (uovoyewnig, cf. Jn 1:14, 1:18, 3:16, 3:18; Heb 11:17; 1Jn 4:9). More than this, we
cannot say, because it touches something within God Himself, and we can only say whatever He says.
wv26-29 poetically recap Gen 1:1-10. v30a makes clear that this personified “Wisdom” is more than just a possession; He is equal with God Himself. He Himself is
Craftsman of creation. But He is something before any creation. He is both the joy of God (v30b) and delighter in God (v30c). God’s delight in Himselfis further
expressed in delight in His creatures, especially in His image-bearers (v31). This is the Lord’s pleasure in saving: redeeming those who come to be happy (more
literal than “blessed” in v32b, 34a) in Him. This is the ultimate nature of finding wisdom: listening to Christ (v34a) about Christ. Eagerly desiring Him, and doing
all that we can to have Him (v34b-c), because having Him is having the pleasure of God Himself (v35).
Failing to value and desire Christ like this is to sin against Him (v36a) and hate Him (v36b). Let that sink in. We must not let ourselves dismiss, as mere spiritual
apathy, what s really the sinning against Jesus and hating Jesus. To do so is wicked blasphemy, and irrational self-destruction.

How is “watching daily” and “waiting for” Christ reflected in your habits and priorities? In what (Whom?) do you find your happiness? What place does the deity
of Christ, as the Creator, have in your thoughts of Him? What are you hoping to inherit with the Lord Jesus?

Sample praver: Lord Jesus, we praise You, Wio are e delighit of 1he Father from all etermity. Grant anto us +o delght in ou as e dbes, and +o delight in +he
Fathier as You db, by e ministry of Your Spirit, which we ask in Your Neme, AMEN!

Suggested songs: ARP26 “Lorb, Vindicate Me” orTPH400 “Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me”
—

(The following is a machine-generated transcription. PLEASE BE AWARE of —and patient with—transcribing errors. If there is
something confusing or obviously erroneous, you are invited to listen to the audio recording via hopewellarp.org)

—
Proverbs 8 verses 22-36. These are God's words. Yahweh possessed me at the beginning of his way before his works of old. | have been established from Everlasting. From
the beginning from before there was ever an earth. When there were no depths, | was brought forth when there were no fountains abounding with water.

Before the mountains were settled before the hills, | was brought forth. Well, as yet he had not made the Earth, or the fields, or the Primal dust of the world. When he
prepared the heavens, | was there when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, the clouds above When he strengthened the fountains of the deep.

When he assigned to the sea its limit. So that the waters would not transgress his command when he marked out the foundations of the earth? Then | was beside him as
a master Craftsman. And | was daily, his Delight. Rejoicing always before him rejoicing in his inhabited world and my delight was with the sons of men.

Now therefore listen to me my children. For blessed are those. Who keep my ways? Here, instruction and be wise and do not disdain it. Blessed is the man who listens to
me. Watching daily at my Gates waiting at the posts of my doors. For whoever finds me finds life and obtains favor from Yahweh.

But he who sins against me? Wrongs his own soul. All those who hate me. Love death. You men so far the reading Gods inspired and generant worked. There's
something of a metronomy here. A representation use of the part to represent or talk about the whole. You remember.

Weeks ago when we first began thinking about wisdom, speaking in this way, in this chapter, we noted that just as God is love, but love is not God, Christ is wisdom, but
wisdom is not Christ. In other words, wisdom is an attribute of his but he is, More than wisdom.

But now we come to verses 22 through 36 and we discover, Or rather hear wisdom describing itself or speaking? For Christ as a whole for the son, God, the sonas a
whole. And we see that in the timing of wisdom's relationship with God. We see that in the Mechanism.

If we can use that word we really can't use that word. There just is. A. Way of saying that maybe, The way that we would say it is it's referring to a personal property and
what that property is. the mechanism of wisdom's relationship with God. And then the affect, or the character the nature.

Um, or at least a great part of it. Of wisdom. Relationship with God and then the necessity of our relationship with wisdom. So first, the timing of wisdom's relationship
with God and that is, it is from Everlasting. Yahweh possessed me at the beginning of his way. so Wisdom belongs to the Lord this person.

Um, Belongs to the Lord and the Lord belongs to him. Therefore also not just at the beginning of creation, or even at from Everlasting, as verse 23, goes on to say, but
from the beginning of Yahweh, Which there is no such thing. He's outside of time, but it's a way of speaking.

That shows the Complete entire Divinity. Of God, the who is being personified in one of his attributes here. That it is from Everlasting because he is Yahweh. he is as much
Yahweh as Yahweh, as Yahweh. to use. Words to try and say. what we have such Difficulty understanding.

And, The it's not just the timing. Than with relation to the Lord. But the timing with relation to the world tells us the same thing. Because, as verses 23. Through 29. Do
such a good job. Recapping or summarizing in poetic fashion. Genesis 1 1-10. What we see the scripture doing here with the spirit is doing here is he's making sure that we
see that God, the son, who is being personified in his attribute of wisdom here.

God, the son is not in the category of creature. In the category of Creator. and so all of the Cults that want to make Jesus the highest of the of the creatures. they have a
real problem. With this. poetic description of God, the son by means of one of his attributes.

And that problem is that verse 22. It says that the sun is as Yahweh as Yahweh, he He belongs to Yahweh from the beginning of Yahweh, not just from the beginning of




the creation. But then verses 23-29 by repetition. And poetic imagery very strongly, very emphatically. put Christ in the category, not of creature.

But of Creator. And this, the New Testament does several times. perhaps Following Proverbs chapter 8, but the spirit adding for us, John chapter 1. Ephesians 3 chapter
1, verse 3 Ephesians 3 verse 9 Colossians 1 verse 16, Hebrews 1, verse 3. every one of those four texts Proclaiming Christ, as the Creator of all created things.

So, the timing shows that Jesus is very God of Very God and then there is The nature or the mechanism. Of his relation to the godhead. The personal properties. And what
we mean by that is, The way that the Bible speaks differently of each of the persons, So that it belongs to the father to beget and not to be begotten.

It belongs to the Sun to be begotten of the It belongs to the father and the son to send forth the spirit. And it belongs to the spirit to be sent forth by the father and the son.
So personal properties. And one of the places that we get this then especially for the father and the son is This language of brought forth.

Um, In verse 24. When there were no depths | was brought forth. Verse 25 before the mountains were settled. Before the hills, | was brought forth. and thatis the same
idea that is behind. The word that the New Testament invents in first century, Greek to talk about the sun mono, only genes begotten, but it's just one word in the Greek
only begotten, which is why You'll see it sometimes.

Only hyphen begotten as one word in the English because it's identifying not just that. Jesus is the son, who is the eternally begotten of the father? But that the manner of
begetting or what is being communicated by the idea of Be getting. There is not exactly what we.

Uh, mean when We beget or are begotten. it's something that Does not make. The. higher than or before? orthe the cause of the son to speak in, any of those ways is
to speak of the sun, in a way in which he is, not God.

Rather he is the eternally. begotten always being begotten of the Father. The it's just The word that God has given us. And Beyond which we cannot go. And that word is
used repeatedly, especially in John John 1, 14 118 316 318 and first John 4 9. But also in Hebrews 11 verse 17.

That Jesus is the only begotten so you have something of the timing of the of wisdom of the son's relation to Yahweh, which shows that he is very God, a very God and
then you have the nature of his relation. This eternal begetting And then you have the character or the affect of his relation and thatis Mutual Delight.

Uh, if you look at verse 30, then | was behind him as a master Craftsman. And | was daily, his delight rejoicing always before him. So not only is the Sun, the pleasure of the
father or the pleasure. Of the father and the spirit within the godhead. | was daily his Delight.

But the father is also the pleasure of the son. The son wisdom was also was rejoicing always before him. Yahweh, who is especially being characterized now as in this place
as the father. And so there's this Everlasting Delighting and being delighted in rejoicing over and being rejoiced in being rejoiced over.

Um, that is the character or the Yeah, affect is not exactly the right word because God is not affected. but as the character of The relation within the godhead that father
Sound and Holy Spirit live. Exist are From Everlasting, from all eternity, in himself. The one God in mutual Delight, Mutual enjoyment.

Uh, delighting in one another and that this is the mutual Delight within. The godhead is actually what leads to the creation. rejoicing in his inhabited world and my delight
was with the sons of men that God in. Intra-trinitarian within the Trinity. Intra, trinitarian joy, and adoration, and love and fellowship, determines to create these image
bearers.

Whom he is going to redeem and bring into that delight and adoration and fellowship. So, the The character of. the relation between the son and the father there. And
verse 30, and that as Cause not just for creation generally but especially For the creation and Redemption of the elect and therefore, that glimpse into how treasures and
Delights in God.

The Father, the Son, and the Holy With one another and especially the father and the son in this case, That Glimpse presses upon us. The necessity of delighting in the As
the father does, and and models for us to do and as his character defines morality for us, So that it is morally required.

To Delight in the sun. And delighting in the father as the son does. Through whom by whom we were created in whose image. We were created. And in whom we may be
redeemed from whom we are to be learning. According to this passage that, The one who created us and redeemed us and from whom we are learning and to whom we
are being conformed.

He Delights in his father from all eternity. And so we are. We are to Delight in him too. And this this Delight is learned by listening. God, addresses us with words, the word
addresses us with his words. And so, the Lord Jesus personified his wisdom in this place.

Addresses us he says now therefore listen to me children. Blessed are those who keep my ways here. Instruction, and do not be. Why do not sorry, your instruction, and
be wise and do not disdain. It blessed is the man who listens to me. Watching daily at my gates waiting at the posts of my doors.

And so this Delight in the Lord, Jesus is expressed in part, in this, eagerness and longing for him. Watching daily waiting at the posts of my doors. this desire for him above
all else and this diligence to To have him by the means, or through the means by which he gives himself to us, especially in.

And through, and by his word, Now, it's important that we be eager for him and long for him and seek him in this way because failing to do. So is not merely being
apathetic about spiritual things. Failing to do so. Verse 36 describes as he who sins against me.

So those are the two options, those are the two categories and with in which each of us falls into one of those two. Either, we are listening and hearing and listening and
watching daily and waiting to find him. or we're sinning against him. And this is because of who he is and how valuable he is.

If we don't desire him in this way, if we don't seek him and long for him. In this way, we're not responding rightly to who he is. We would be sinning against him. To be
spiritually, apathetic. To not desire and long for and seek for him. And not only would we sin against him, but Fuse, our creator.

If he's the only Redeemer, If he's the only way to be brought into this joy that is within God himself, the Triune God himself from all eternity. Sinning against him, says
verse, 36 would be wronging, your own soul. Hating him. Another word that he uses now, for apathy towards him is hating Of him.

This dovetails swell with what we heard in the preaching at the end of Matthew 13. On the Lord's day. hating him is to love death. So, What life is what we are created to
have what we're redeemed to have, is to come to Delight in the father and in the son, the way that the Son and the father, Delight.

Uh, in one another, that's what he's bringing us into And he brings us into it, especially by his word. So, the fear of the Lord is not just this. Like key by which you get Other
wisdom. It is the first and great wisdom. To come to know, God, the Father, Son and Holy.



Value him above all else. To desire. And learn from him and be conformed to him. In his own love and his own Joy. That is the great wisdom. That is where you find life. For
whoever finds me finds life and obtains favor from the offer.

That is where you find life. For whoever finds me finds life and obtains favor from Yahweh. So that all of the other wisdom wisdom, and loving our neighbor as ourselves.
Wisdom and loving one another as Christ has loved us, which is imitating him. In in the verse 31 aspect, That our love and Delight.

Uh, in God, is what produces our Delight and the sons of men But those things are secondary. To coming to. Long for desire, be diligent to have by means of the word. the
Lord himself. All right, let's pray.

Our gracious. God in our heavenly Father, we pray that by the ministry of your spirit, you'd give each one of us to know. What it is. Love you and desire. You particularly to
love Christ. And desire Christ whom you have made unto us, the wisdom of God, and the power of God.

Uh, to whom you unite Us by faith. We pray That your spirit would pour out your love in our hearts and make us to rejoice in the hope of your glory. And that as he dwells
in our hearts, That you Father with the son would come and make your home with us.

Um, by faith until the day that the Tabernacling of God with men becomes not only Faith but sight. And then, so keep working. And each of us we pray make us to know.
What it is to delighten, you and be diligent to wait for you to watch for you, to find you to find favor from God and to find life.

We ask it in Jesus name, amen.



