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Ephesians Chapter 1:3-14 pt 2 Wk 4 1/28/2024

Meat election - results

We got into the passage containing vs 3-14 last week in our study of Ephesians and made it 

as far as vs 3&4. This section,from vs 3-14,  is actually, in the Greek, one long sentence. We 

have it in 12 verses of praise and adoration from Paul describing the riches we have in

Jesus Christ.

We hit on several of those spiritual blessings that we, as believers have, being "In Christ".

and we were crusising along until we hit upon those words "He chose us in Him before the

foundation of he world". Chosen. God's elect. This doctrine of election is a big one. Not without

controversy as it clashes with human pride. We camped here for most of last week but were

not able to finish our discussion on election. It is something that God chose to share with us

and for that reason, we do need to try to understand it. In fact, the end of vs 6 tells us that

His choosong, electing, pleased Him, was within His will, and it also is to the praise of the 

glory of His grace. We spent most of one week just looking at grace, which is indeed, 'amazing'.

we should never cease to be amazed by His grace.

It is hard to jump into the middle of this discussion of election, but briefly what we covered 

was the fact that God made a promise, the Father made a promise to the Son before any act

of creation, that He would bring salvation to lost sinners, redeem them and bring them into

a glorious eternity into His presence that we may praise Him forever.

And Paul lays out these spiritual blessings that we have - in Christ. But we must note that these

blessings are not available to those outside of election and conversely, no elect person can 

access, or enter into these blessings without trusting Christ as Savior.

In this matter of election, it is found in Scriputre, in the gospels, Jesus spoke of it in John, Peter

spoke of it and Paul here in Ephesians. There is no denying it, however, it has caused argument

in the matter of which it is understood and applied.  Man likes to believe he has free will and 

makes a decision to come to faith in Christ, that he is in charge of his salvation, and that  

actaully is the casue for argument. You would have to ask the question, "why did he come to

Christ and others don't"? Why am I saved and others not? Is it because we are smarter than

the others? More humble?, more deserving?  If so then we may boast. But we will find in this

epistle come chapter 2, there is no room for man's boasting. It is all about grace and election

explains it well. God chose us to come to Him.

Man would like to explain election within the human definition of 'fore-knowledge', meaning

to know before hand. Armed with this, they can save their pride and say the God looked into 

the future and saw who would respond to His grace and those who did so - became 'elect'.

The problem with this is that you have God seeing what 'would' happen and thus is 'learning'

which cannot be the case as we know God is  'Omnicient', all knowing- He cannot learn.

Acts 2:23 helps us understand Gods's 'fore-knowledge. It is 'fore-ordained' planned in 

advance and brought to fruition as time marches on. God, thruout all of human history has 

been working His plan of salvation, according to His plan, His purposes etc, since time began.

in this - you see that God is truly Sovereign, in control over all things, even our salvation.
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That was one of the biggest objection to election. Another  revolves around the 'who-so-evers'

what about the who so evers, any can respond to the offer of grace, right?

Scripture says 'whosoever' believes, and Romans 10:11-13 says 'whoever' calls upon the name

of the Lord. So that means really that anyone can come to Christ - right? How does that fit 

with election?

well, the offer of grace and forgiveness goes out to everyone, and yes, anyone then, who 

WANTS to be saved can be saved. But the problem is that man - left on his own - is unable

to do so. The door is open but he cannot walk in of his own volition. 

Eph 2 begin stating that we were dead, corpses. What can a corpse do? Can a corpse raise

his hand in the ocean going down for the 3rd time, reach up and grab God's hand?

Can a corpse 'co-operate' with God?

none of that is possible. The effects of the fall from sin was so complete and so devastating

that it made man UNABLE to come to Christ on his own will. Rom 9:16 says it is not of 'him who

wills' .  Jesus said no man CAN (has the ability) to come to the Father, unless Father draws him.

the doctrine of election is a pride crusher and a glory giver to God's Grace.

Not fair? really? Is there anyone who deserves to be saved who will not be?

All men, once born, are on a freight train rolling downhill with no brakes. All doomed by sin.

yet, God in His mercy, by His grace reaches into that train and pulls some out, saved.

we have answered a few questions now that perhaps we might not have had answers for B4.

Why do some believe and others don't?

this answer if found in God's Unconditional Election  - not  on human merit

That is our 'U' in T.U.L.I.P. Godunconditionally chose some persons to salvation.

Understanding that all men are doomed on our freight train, destined to hell and cannot save

himself is our 'T' in Tulip. Total depravity. The curse and effects of sin made man incapable

of seeking God on his own, God is the seeker. If God had NOT chosen to save some, all would

perish. And yet all whom God 'foreknew', that God chose, elected - all of them, every single

one will be saved.

this is our 'L' in Tulip = 'Limited atonement'.  Perhaps better understood as 'definite'

atonement. There is no limit to God's work on the cross- His death was for all men

however only those chosen, elect are saved, so the limit is in scope only to the

elect' of God, but it's effect is full and complete in those chosen. 

another objection to this doctrine might lead people to say that evangelism is unnecessary 

then, for all of God's elect will respond then before they die. - why evangelize?

The 'I' is for Irresistable grace = meaning, that those whom God called will come, everyone of

them, not one will be lost, all of God's elect will respond to His call of grace.

We evangelize because God commanded us to, to proclaim name of Jesus.

We evangelize because it is our privilege to do so. It flows from us.

and the 'p' is best understood as 'Preservation of the saints' and again, it is all in God's hands,

Jesus said in John that He will lose none, not one of those elect that the Father gives Him.

noone can snatch them from His hand. He preserves and keeps us - thank God- we couldn't

keep ourselves at all.

Rom 8:28-30 assures us that God has done all the work and brings us all the way through -

to glorification - the eternal state. Those called, foreknown, predestined will be 
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conformed (sanctified) , justified and glorified.

if not all people are chosen for salvation, then God has chosen some for damnation - ?

As we already noted, man is destined for damnation as a result of his sin. Man is headed there

already, but God's grace is on display in His saving act of choosing some for salvation.

Man cannot change his nature, and has free will to operate within the capacity of his nature.

he cannot go outside of his nature. Salvation requires a change, in nature and it is God who 

does so and enables the sinner to repent and come to faith in Christ.

But we find this decision of election is all found completely in Christ.

Rom 9:15-18 God tells us He will have mercy on whomever He wills, Compassion on Whomever

Her wills. It is NOT by man's will, he is unable to do so,

election is completely bound up in God, His will, His choice, His purpose, His pleasure and no

man may boast. God gets all the glory. 

rather than ask, why doesn't God save everyone, the question should be why does He save 

anybody at all? The doctrine of election os all about God's soveriegnty in salvation. He is in

control. He has determined who will believe and also how they will believe. Rom 10:17

God's word spoken by man to man. God quickens the heart of those who will believe.

I want to cover 3 purpsoes of election as found in Ephesians 1:4-6

Sanctification:  God chose us in Him…that we should be holy and without blame before Him..

Holiness is being set apart, from the world to something - to the Lord.

we are not chosen and then allowed to continue living according to the world.

in fact, if that seems to be the case, this would be a good call for examining one's 

self. We were chosen to be set apart from the world, holy. And this would be an 

ongoing process of becoming holy, more conformed to the image of Christ, the 

spotless, blameless, blemish free sacrifice. As for us, Rom 12:1 tells us to present

our bodies a living sacrifice, no longer living for the lust of the eyes, desires of the

flesh but resist such things and live in holiness.

are you one of God's elect? A life of holiness should be evident. We are not elected 

to remain as rebellious sinners but live in accordance to the grace that saved us to

live a life of holiness. Not perfection, but steadily growing in holiness.

Adoption:  vs 5,  God predestined us to adoption, to become sons of God through Jesus Christ.

According to the good pleasure of His will. You will hardly find any reference to 

God as Father in the OT but arriving in the new testament, new covenant under

the age of grace. In the N.T. we find Jesus refering to God as Father on all occassions

except for one, on the cross His utterance of Psalm 22, :My God My God"

We who are the elect of God, are adopted as sons thru Jesus Christ.

Rom 8:12-17 says: being led by the Spirit, we cry out Abba Father,-being children 

of God, in fact, heirs. Gal 4:6-7.

Do we believe, or sense that God is our Father? It has been said that "father" is

the Christian name for God.

Praise: found in vs 6, our election is to the praise of the glory of His grace. His grace opens us

to access of Father's riches and blessings that we have 'IN CHRIST"

The Father's grace is on full display in His choosing of us, His electing us.
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Having mercy on us, in His love, His grace has made accepted in the Beloved, that 

is "IN CHRIST'. This is all found in and only in Christ. Not found anywhere else nor 

in anyone else. Not in Mohammed, not in Pope, Not in Mary, or even in an 

institution - the church. it is found only in Christ. The church teaches this salvation

in Christ but is incapable of doing the saving. Are you 'IN CHRIST", is your life 

marked by growth in holiness?

this morning, if you are 'not' in Christ, if this message convicts you, stirs your heart, 

that is a wonderful sign to reach out to the Father and ask for His saving grace on you.
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