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This morning we continue in our new study here in Hebrews. We’re up to chapter 2, and yes, we are
going to look at the entire chapter this morning, but we will come back to it, God willing, in later
weeks. So again, as we honor God’s Word and its reading, [ would ask you to please stand and we will
hear from Hebrews chapter 2. This is the very Word of our living God:

1 Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from
it. 2 For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every transgression or
disobedience received a just retribution, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect such a great
salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard,
4while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy
Spirit distributed according to his will.

5 For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking. ¢ It
has been testified somewhere,

“What is man, that you are mindful of him,
or the son of man, that you care for him?
7 You made him for a little while lower than the angels;
you have crowned him with glory and honor,
8 putting everything in subjection under his feet.”

Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present,
we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. ° But we see him who for a little while was
made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the
suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.

10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to
glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11 For he who
sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not ashamed to
call them brothers, 12 saying,

“I will tell of your name to my brothers;
in the midst of the congregation
[ will sing your praise.”

13 And again,

“I will put my trust in him.”
And again,

“Behold, I and the children God has given me.”
14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood he himself likewise partook of the same
things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the
devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For

surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had
to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful



high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because
he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

The grass withers, the flower falls, but the Word of the Lord endures forever. Please be seated. Let me
pray for us as we come to the Word.

God our Father, we ask your blessing upon this time that we come before your Word and submit
ourselves to it. Grant your Spirit would be with us to open our ears to hear and our eyes to see. Take
this Word and may it find fruitful soil in our hearts that it might bear abundant fruit. We ask it in
Jesus’ name, amen.

If you're any student of history, you know that there are a fair number of people throughout history
who have the title “The Great”. Alexander the Great, for his conquest, for bringing Greek civilization
to the world. Alfred the Great, the only British monarch with that epithet, that name. He only ruled a
small part of southwest England, Wessex, but he kept the Danes from conquering all of England and
began reversing those gains, preserving Anglo-Saxon England and Christianity.

You have Peter the Great and Catherine the Great, part of a dynasty that helped keep the Moors and
the Muslims out of Western Europe. (Sorry, that’s Charlemagne. I'm skipping a paragraph). Peter and
Catherine made great strides in bringing Russia into modern Europe. Charlemagne was part of that
destiny that kept the Moors and the Muslims out of Western Europe. chosen by the church itself to
be the great emperor of the West. You can come up with others. Historians will identify pharaohs
who are greater than others, emperors and dynasties that were greater than others in places like
China or Japan. Or you might know people who love making lists of the greatest presidents, the
greatest professional athletes, the greatest musicians, and so forth.

Who decides all this stuff? Who decides who’s great and who isn’t? Isn’t it all rather subjective in the
end? We'll have to discuss and debate these things, not only just who is great, but one of the fun things
that we also see (“fun,” [ use carefully): who is the GOAT? You ever heard that term? Who is the GOAT?
GOAT: Greatest Of All Time. Who's the GOAT among US presidents? Washington? Lincoln? Someone
impactful like FDR? For you music fans, who's the greatest composer who ever lived? Bach? Mozart?
Beethoven? Dmitri Shostakovich (whose music I don’t care for, but was clearly a genius)? People love
to debate who's the greatest rock guitarist who ever lived. Are you a Hendrix guy? Eric Clapton? Eddie
Van Halen? Basketball, they love to debate. Is it Michael Jordan? Is it Kobe Bryant? Is it LeBron James?
Baseball, the greatest ever. Was it Babe Ruth? Maybe Willie Mays? Now this guy that we have who’s
incredible, Shohei Otani? Soccer, Pele, Lionel Messi? Who's the greatest of all time? Again, who says
and who decides?

These are people remembered for what they’ve done and who they were. And it’s almost unthinkable
that any of these names would be forgotten. And even if you're not into one of those subjects, most
of those names you’ve probably heard before in some way, shape, or form. It’s hard to forget the
greats. It’s especially hard to forget the GOATs, the Greatest Of All Time.

How does this relate to Hebrews 2? Well, here in this chapter, the writer calls upon us to pay close
attention and not neglect what he calls “such a great salvation”. We can look at great people from
history, great events, great inventions, call them great, remember them as great, but what is it that
makes salvation — Christian salvation, biblical salvation, the salvation accomplished by the Son.
What makes it so great? What makes it such a great salvation?



Here are the things I want to consider this morning as we go through Chapter 2. First, a quick
reminder from Chapter 1 that this salvation is great because it was announced by God through his
very own Son. And then five things from Chapter 2. It’s great because there are greater consequences
for either paying attention to it or neglecting this salvation. Secondly, it’s great because it comes with
a great witness, a great confirmation. Third reason it’s great is because it comes with a great kingdom.
Fourth reason: it’s great because it unites God and man in the same family. And it’s great because it
accomplished, or it is accomplished, by God actually becoming man himself.

The author can say that salvation is so great because he shows us how great it is in both chapters 1
and 2. So, looking back at chapter 1 here briefly, the Son is a greater messenger from God, greater
than the prior messengers, greater than angels.

Remember, God never said to any of the angels, “My son, today I have begotten you”. He never said
about the angels, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”. He never said to any of the
angels, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever”. Or “God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of
gladness beyond your companions”. God never said to the angels, “You, Lord, laid the foundations of
the earth in the beginning. The heavens are the work of your hands. They perish, but you remain. You
are the same and your years will have no end”. God never said to the angels, “Sit at my right hand
until I make your enemies your footstool”. God never said any of those things to any of the angels, but
he did say them to his Son. Therefore, the Son is a greater messenger of God. And now in chapter 2
the author begins to argue that the message the Son brings from God is a greater message and
therefore a greater salvation that he himself has accomplished. So chapter 2, the five greater things.

Beginning in verses 1 to 4, the author makes the argument that the consequences of ignoring the
salvation accomplished by the Son are greater than the consequences of ignoring the message
brought by angels previously. The laws, the promises, the curses, all those things in the Old Covenant.
If you look at verses 2 and 3, “Since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every
transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, how shall we escape if we neglect such a
great salvation declared at first by the Lord and attested to us by those who heard?” If there were
consequences for ignoring what was said in the Old Covenant, the consequences for ignoring the Son
and his message are even greater.

Every transgression received a just retribution, penalties, just remedies by a restitution or sacrifice
of some offering. We just went through Deuteronomy and we saw this chapter after chapter after
chapter. Or read Leviticus and see the truth of these things. Read the history of Israel. Read all the
warnings from the prophets. Recall that they endured ultimately the most severe consequence that
God had promised. that they’d be taken from the land. First the northern kingdom of Israel by the
Assyrians scattered throughout their empire, and then later the Babylonians conquering Judah in the
south, sending them into exile in Babylon.

The argument from the author is basically this: if those were the consequences of a lesser message
delivered by lesser beings (angels), how much more are the consequences of ignoring the message
that the Son himself is bringing. And we know what those consequences are, don’t we? Eternal
judgment, eternal punishment in hell. It’s either eternity with God and the new heavens and the new
earth and all the joy and blessing that that brings or eternal dire, dire circumstances. Suffer the wrath
of God and his just punishment for all of eternity — all the suffering, all the anguish — or enjoy the
benefits of life as it was meant to be from the very first creation, without any evil in the world, in full
communion, in full relationship with God himself. So this isn’t just national exile for a time, right?
Seventy years, then they get to come back. This is eternity. This is permanent. This is forever. Greater
consequences, the author is saying, means a greater salvation. Do not neglect such a great salvation.



Also in verses 1-4 the author makes the claim that this great salvation has a great witness. There’s a
legal concept that he’s applying here, a testimony that confirms something as true or not — true fact,
evidence that’s admissible in a trial that could be used to determine a verdict. And the verdict here,
says the author, there’s a greater witness now than the old covenant because of a greater witness or
greater witnesses. Therefore, the message and this work of salvation must be true.

The verdict to come to (at least implied): repent and believe and receive the benefits and rewards of
this great salvation, or refuse to believe, continue to rebel against God and receive those just
consequences and punishment. What'’s the greater witness? Well in verse 3, the salvation was first
declared by the Lord himself, by Jesus himself. He’s building on what he’s already said in chapter 1.
Is there a greater witness to anything than God himself? No. Now in Jewish law, to be legally
admissible, there have to be at least two witnesses. So also, the author says, this great salvation was
attested to us by those who heard it directly from the Lord.

Again, the author is saying that he heard it from those who heard it directly from the Lord. This is
again why many people think Paul cannot be the author. But then there’s more than that. In addition,
in verse 4, God himself is a witness to the validity of this message of salvation because he
accompanied its declaration by those who heard it with signs and miracles and gifts. Such signs and
miracles and gifts that could not have come from any other source, they had to come from God
himself, distributed according to his will. No one could claim such a gift. So it must be from God
himself and only from God.

So we have God the Son, God the Father, and those who what we might call our ear-witnesses (those
who heard), those who make up a greater witness than any other message ever proclaimed. Father,
Son, those who heard it from the Son. Greater witness, says the author, means a greater salvation. So
again the exhortation: pay closer attention and do not neglect such a great salvation.

The salvation comes of the greater kingdom. Verses 5-9 speak of a lot of things for our purposes here
today. [ just want to focus on the great kingdom that’s revealed, that’s talked about in these verses.
The author again compares the Son to angels, noting that God has not subjected the world to come
to angels. They don’t rule. The Son rules the world to come. This is contra that idea we talked about
earlier, where the Jewish idea that the Messiah would have obedience to the great Archangel Michael.
This kingdom is not ruled by angels. It is ruled by the Son. It’s not a small kingdom. It includes
everything. There’s nothing outside his control. You can see that in verse 8.

And it’s going to come in this book, Psalm 110. We saw it in chapter 1. The kingdom isn’t here yet,
but it is coming as God makes his enemies his footstool. What makes the kingdom greater is how this
rule of the Son is achieved in a way we would not expect — through his suffering and death, says
verse 9. What Jesus did to suffer and die, defeating sin and death itself, so that resurrection and
eternal life could be given to all who repent and believe in Him, is a greater work than any other king
or queen or emperor who's ever lived in all of history.

So contrary again to our expectation, suffering and death is what brings about a great kingdom, and
in reality, a greater kingdom. You built a great civilization? Impressive, but you didn’t defeat death
itself. You conquered vast territories? Nice job, but you didn’t defeat death itself. Maybe you saved
your country from extinction. Well done. But you didn’t make it possible for human beings to live
forever and ever.



Alexander the Great, Charles the Great, Charlemagne, Alfred the Great — steady enough history, and
eventually these great kings become echoes of one another, doing similar deeds by similar means.
But no one, not one, has done what Jesus, the Son of God, did. He accomplished salvation for all who
believe in him. He himself rose from death to life so that his followers would follow him from death
to life. and also with him one day rule over everything and reign and live for all time. We don’t say it
this way, but if Alexander gets the Great after his name, if Alfred gets the Great after his name —
“Jesus the Great:? It’s a greater kingdom. And the author is saying a greater kingdom means it’s a
greater salvation. Pay attention. Do not neglect such a great salvation.

Verses 10 to 13 talk about the relationship between God and man that’s possible because of the Son'’s
work. Those saved by Jesus become part of the family of God. The older song says, “I'm so glad I'm a
part of the family of God”. Verse 10 says sons are brought to glory. Jesus calls those saved his brothers
in verse 11, and is not ashamed to do so. He does it again in verse 12. Verse 13: believers are called
the children of God.

Now you can be a Roosevelt, you can be a Kennedy, a Rothschild, one of the Medici, an heir to the
throne of England itself, an offspring of any great family that you can think of in the world now or at
any time in history, and not have a greater family than Christians. This family is greater than any
family that exists or ever has or will exist. This family at Hope, this family at every gospel-preaching,
Bible-believing church that’s ever existed. Christians are part of God’s family, sons and daughters of
the Most High God. Believers in Jesus are his brothers and his sisters. He even calls us his friends
(John chapter 15 verse 15).

There have been kings throughout history that have tried to bolster their claim to power by claiming
to be descended from gods. Pharaoh, the Greek and Roman kings, Chinese and Japanese emperors,
pagan rulers throughout Europe. Those are human claims. “I'm a son of Odin”. Yeah, sure you are. But
against these claims, God makes a counterclaim: “You don’t choose me, I choose my family. As their
Father, I call them my children. As Son, I call them my brothers”. Families often are proud of who they
are, and rightly so. A shared life, a shared heritage. Again, there is no greater family to be a part of
than the family of God, as a great family. So becoming a member of the divine family because of our
salvation means it’s a greater salvation. Again the call from the author: pay attention, do not neglect
such a great salvation.

Verses 14-18 go on to say more about this family of God, but in particular noting that God himself
became man. Verse 14 says that Jesus partook the same things. And verse 17, that he was made like
us in every respect, so that when he offered himself as a sacrifice for we, his brothers and sisters, he
truly did make propitiation for their sins. He truly did turn away the wrath of God and the punishment
that we deserve because of our sins. God became man to help men. He did not do this for angels, says
verse 16. He did it for the offspring of Abraham. Galatians tells us who the offspring of Abraham are:
those who believe by faith and by faith alone.

And God becoming man is not a sign of weakness, nor does it in any way diminish his glory or power
or his divinity. In fact, it’s just the opposite: that God could become man is a demonstration of his
power, his glory, his divinity. ].I. Packer makes a wonderful argument in this regard in his chapter on
the incarnation in the book “Knowing God”. What’s more, he did it to save us. Animal sacrifices cannot
atone for human sin. So God became man, had to become man, so sin could be dealt with once and
for all, so that the wrath of God could be appeased once and for all. Nothing else could do this. No one
else could do this. The Son did it. A Savior who can become man and take care of sin, man’s sin, is a
greater Savior. A work of salvation that completely, once for all, deals with sin and its consequences,



death and the wrath of God, is a greater salvation. It is the greatest salvation, if you will. The GOAT,
the Greatest Of All Time. Of course, it’s greatest because it’s also the only salvation.

Peter in his speech or sermon before the Jewish council in Acts chapter 4 agrees. Here’s what he says
in verse 12: “There is salvation in no one else for there is no other name under heaven given among
men by which we must be saved”. No other salvation. So pay attention. Do not neglect such a great
salvation. The Author is calling upon us: Seek the Son while He may be found, hear his voice while he
still calls. There are consequences for ignoring such a great salvation. Again, that eternal judgment of
God, that eternal punishment from God, experiencing the full fury of God because of sinful rebellion
against him. Don't let that be you.

Conversely, the rewards for paying attention to such a great salvation are great indeed. Eternal life.
Death defeated. Sin gone. Removed as far from you as the East is from the West. Being a part of God’s
very own family. The author is pleading with us. He’s encouraging us. He’s exhorting us. He’s calling
us. Pay attention. We’ll see these words when we get to chapter 3: “Consider Jesus”. Do not neglect
the great, the greatest salvation that he has accomplished for us and that he freely offers to everyone.

Let’s pray.

God, our Father, we thank you for the great, glorious work that you have done for us through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, your Son, our Savior. Help us to be attentive to these things, to not grow slack in our
thinking or our remembering, but to continually look to Christ and remember him. How great You
are, as we sang earlier. How great is his name and the power that comes with it, as we sung earlier.
We are blessed beyond any way of calculating or thinking or measuring. And we are blessed by your
grace and by your mercy. We thank you. We praise you in the name of Christ Jesus, our Lord, our
Savior, our elder brother. Amen.
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