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 Today we are on our fourth sermon on Christian leadership. What does it mean to be a 
Christ-like leader? So far we have covered the importance of Christ-like character, Christ-like 
practices, and Christ-like responsibility. Today we hit the idea of Christ-like vigilance. 
 To be vigilant is to be watchful. Being watchful is easy for a time, but its hard to keep up 
as time goes by. Consider what its like starting a diet! When we begin we count every calorie, 
but over time, we pay less attention to what we are doing. A watchman may begin the night 
paying attention to everything that moves, but over time he becomes tired, and his eyes begin to 
close. Being vigilant is not easy, yet it is the very thing that Paul calls the elders in Ephesus to be. 
  

1. Where we must be vigilant 
Verse 28 tells us to, “Take heed to yourselves.” This is a very important principle in the 

Bible. So often when people want to lead, they focus on those around them. God would have us 
focus upon ourselves – not in a selfish way, but in striving to ensure that we are walking near to 
God. Paul tells young pastor Timothy, “Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine, for in doing so 
you will save both yourself and others.” (1 Tim. 4:16) Before we can lead others, we must ensure 
that we ourselves are following Jesus Christ. Otherwise we will be like a blind man leading 
another blind man, and both we and those who follow us will fall into a pit! 

Verse 28 also tells the elders to watch over “all the flock among which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers.” The elders have a special responsibility to the whole church, but every 
member also has a responsibility for other Christians. We are to care for their well being, as 
many Bible passages tell us (Rom. 12:9-13, 1 Cor. 13, 1 Thes. 5:14-15, etc.). 

God wants us to care for other Christians because they are His special people. Verse 28 
calls them “The church of God which He purchased with His own blood.” When a mother or a 
father spends a great deal of money on something, or treasures something very dearly, all the 
kids know it is not to be touched! That is something special to mom and dad, and it must be 
treated with care. 

Jesus did not spend money to save His people. He purchased His people with His own 
life. He loves them with a love that nothing else can compare to. He watches over them with 
unceasing vigilance! They are His prized possession. But for this reason, we are to watch over 
them too. If we love Christ, we will care about what He cares about. And He is concerned about 
His people. He cares when they fall. Therefore we are to care as well.  

We must watch over our own lives, but to some degree we must watch over the Christian 
lives of others around us, encouraging our brothers and sisters to live for God. In the same way, 
we must allow the elders to watch over our lives, knowing they are put there by the Holy Spirit 
as a sign of God’s love for us! Be vigilant to watch! 

 
2. Why we must be vigilant 

Paul tells the elders that they must watch over the church, because the church is under 
attack. In Matthew 24:43 Jesus speaks about how a homeowner, if he knew what time a thief was 
going to rob him, would stay awake to stop the thief! In Acts 20 Paul tells us that a thief is 
coming. They do not want jewellery or electronics – they want to steal and kill Christ’s sheep! 

As long as we live in this world, the church and all Christians are in a state of warfare. 
We have three sworn enemies described in the Bible – Satan, the world, and our own sinful flesh.  



Paul highlights here the idea of ‘savage wolves’ from the outside of the church coming to 
attack God’s people. This can happen through temptations from the world around us. It can 
happen through false teaching - where others tell us that God is not real, or its fine to believe in 
Jesus as long as we don’t take it too seriously. Satan works through these forces with one goal – 
to destroy the flock of Christ. 

Hiding Christians or our families behind big stone walls won’t protect us from Satan’s 
attack! Verse 30 tells us that “from among ourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things.” 
Sin lies in our hearts! That is why we must not only watch others, but ourselves!  

When we assume all is well in the church, when we feel we are doing well in our spiritual 
walks, we must be careful. 1 Corinthians 10:12 says “Let him who thinks he stands take heed lest 
he fall!” There is an enemy that is always seeking to destroy the children of God. We must stay 
awake – for the wolves are coming. 

 
3. How God enables vigilance 

After this serious warning, Paul gives the church hope. Christians face a mighty enemy in 
the devil, it is true. There are many dangers both from within our own hearts and from the world 
around us! But we must never forget the encouragement of God in 1 John 4:4 “You are of God, 
little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in 
the world!” God gives us all we need to stand. 

Paul is leaving the Ephesian church and will never see them again (see v. 25). He has 
spent more time here than in any other church he served. He loves them deeply! What can he do 
to help them stand in such a dangerous time? Verse 32 tells us. “So now brethren, I commend 
you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an 
inheritance among all those who are sanctified.” 

God is the ultimate protector of His church, isn’t He! He gives earthly shepherds and 
earthly overseers, but Jesus is the Chief Shepherd. He is the One who prays for us, that our faith 
may not fail (Luke 22:32). As Paul leaves the church he does not despair – He commends them 
to God, the unfailing watchman. 

In commending the church to God, Paul also commends them to the “Word of His grace.” 
God’s protection comes by His Holy Spirit, make no mistake. But the Spirit uses the Bible. 
Through the Bible God: gives hope when we are discouraged; calls us to repentance through the 
promise of grace for the repentant; warns us from the dangers of turning away from Him! 

God’s word is a word of grace. It anchors us in Christ and therefore builds us up and, by 
anchoring us in Christ, secures for us an inheritance, a reward through Christ. This is why 
faithful elders will always focus upon the importance of Scripture. This is why a watchful church 
will always be a Berean church – searching the Scriptures so they may know the truth!  

If you are going to be vigilant, you have to be vigilant not only to watch over your own 
life and that of your brothers and sisters in Christ, but you must be vigilant to know God’s word 
of grace! This battle will not be won outside of Christ – and Christ makes Himself known in the 
Holy Scriptures.  

Are you a watchful and vigilant Christian? Do you recognize the importance of pressing 
on in spiritual warfare? Do you recognize how much you need God for this, and does this 
recognition lead you to His Word? It matters not how great the enemy, for greater is He who is in 
us than He who is in the world – but may we be found in Him, that great word made flesh Jesus 
Christ, and may we know Him through the word of His grace. 


