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We have now come to our final sermon on Christ-like leadership. Remember that
leadership, and the principles of leadership, have application for every one who desires to follow
Jesus! There is certainly special application for pastors and church leaders, but every Christian,
male and female, is called to live for Christ in the pattern of Christ’s loving leadership.

Today we come to a very interesting, and sometimes forgotten, quality of Christ-like
leadership. Christ-like leaders are to be generous. They are to be people who give of themselves
to help the Gospel go forward and God’s glory to be known. When we think of generosity, we
may think right away about money. Money certainly is part of the picture, but generosity as we
are speaking of it is a ‘bigness of heart’ — a caring for others that leads us to give of ourselves
whether in our money, our time, our prayers, or many other things. This quality is Christ-like; it
follows the pattern of our Lord Jesus both in His words and His actions. Our goal today is to see
how God calls us to be generous as Christ-like leaders.

1. A generous (self-giving) Messenger

There is an old and wise saying, “Power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts
absolutely.” Even in the church, we must be careful of the corrupting influence of power and
authority. For this reason old prophets like Samuel would ensure the people knew, at the end of
his ministry, that he had not used his power for himself — see 1 Sam. 12:1-3. Paul did the same
here. He wanted to be sure that the people knew he had not used the calling and position God had
given him in a way to make himself rich. So he highlights that he has not coveted anyone’s
money or clothing, v. 33, but instead he worked with his own hands to provide for himself and
others.

God calls Christians to provide financially for His messengers. Some of these calls come
through Paul, who in 1 Cor. 9:13-14 and in Galatians 6:6 calls Christians to be sure they are
providing financially for those God calls to bring His word!

But there were times when Paul would avoid any type of pay to be sure he could bring
the gospel to others free of charge. It takes maturity in Christ for a church to support their pastor.
When that maturity wasn’t there, Paul would find other ways to make sure money wasn’t an
obstacle for people learning and hearing about Jesus. Sometimes he worked as a tentmaker — see
Acts 18:1-3! Sometimes he took money from other, more mature churches, so that the younger
churches wouldn’t have to worry about money - see 2 Cor. 11:7-11, or 1 Cor. 9:18. Sometimes
Paul simply went without — going hungry and destitute simply to tell people about Jesus — see 1
Cor. 4:11-13 and Phil. 4:11-13!

Whatever the situation, Paul’s goal was to show the power of the Gospel not only with
his words, but with his actions. The message he was striving to show in his life is given in v. 35,
“That you must support the weak.”

Supporting the weak always calls for some level of suffering. It may call for us to work
both physically and spiritually, in our job from 8-5 as well as after hours. It may call for us to
share food with the hungry to the point where we ourselves are eating less and experiencing



hunger. It may mean that we take on burdens of heart and mind as we work with others — giving
of ourselves to help support the weak.

This is the call of Christ-like leadership. Paul tells us in Philippians 2:1-11 that it is a call
for all Christians, but it applies especially to those called to lead. We are to give of ourselves to
grow others in Jesus. We are to give of ourselves to support the weak — the little lambs who need
special and additional care.

2. The Generous Saviour

The picture of generosity that made Paul what he was as an apostle of Christ was from
Jesus Himself. In Acts 20:35 Paul cites the words of Jesus, “It is more blessed to give than to
receive.” Paul wasn’t making this up — what he was teaching came from the instruction as well as
the example of Jesus. This is very important for us to understand — first because we must be
those who are made strong because of the generosity of Christ, and second because we must
show this generosity because we know the full supply of our Lord.

To be a strong Christian, who gives themselves to help the weak, we must first recognize
how weak we are in ourselves, and how much we need the help not merely of other Christians,
but of Christ Himself. Where can we see a more generous, loving, and self-sacrificial heart than
in Jesus Christ?

There is a story in Luke 9:57-58 about a man who says that he wants to follow Jesus, but
instead of accepting him into the disciples Jesus warns him by saying, “Foxes have holes, and
birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” Jesus was, in
essence, warning the man that He was homeless — that to follow Him meant you would have, at
times, a poorer home than a foxes hold, or a bird’s nest. Paul would say that Christ became
destitute for us, that through His poverty we might become rich — 2 Cor. 8:9. That is our Saviour.
He gave everything He had — the wealth of heaven, the worship of angels, and even the
experience of His Father’s love as He died as one cursed upon the tree — so we, the weak, could
become strong. No one can give of themselves to truly help others unless they have first received
from Jesus.

But there is more to that as well. Jesus said it is more blessed to give than to receive. We
don’t know when or where He said this, but if fits with everything else He taught. He told us that
if we lose things in this life for Christ, we will get them back (and even more) both in this life
and in the life to come — see Matthew 19:29-30! When we give of ourselves — whether it is our
money or our time or our love or our prayers — we receive the greatest blessing! What we do for
others, even the least of these, we do for Christ! And whoever gives even a cup of cold water to a
prophet will receive a prophets reward! Nothing given up in this life for God and His glory is
ever lost — it translates into a greater, deeper blessing. And it makes us more and more into the
image of Christ.

Christ has given all for us. Are we willing to share of all that He has given us, with
others? How might God be calling you to help the weak today, by giving of yourselt? May God
help us to know His will and to follow it, and as we do may we come to experience the great
blessing of God upon those who receive everything from Christ, and give everything to Him in
return.



