
Hosea 9:1–10:2 
Covenantally Chastened Churches  

Wednesday, April 9, 2025 ▫ Read Hosea 9:1–10:2 
Questions from the Scripture text: What isn’t Israel to do (v1)? Why not—what have they done? What will the Lord debilitate (v2)? Where won’t they dwell (v3)? Where will they go 
instead? What won’t they be permitted to do with their wine and grain (v4a–b)? What effect will this have on the rest of their consuming of grain (v4c–f)? What rhetorical question does 
v5 ask? Why is this such a question (v6)? What days have come (v7, 8)? What help don’t they have? Why not? How will God deal with them, and why (v9)? In what condition was 
Israel before the Lord adopted them (v10a–b)? But how did the Lord receive them (v10c–d)? And still how did they treat Him (v10e–g)? What is another way that the Lord will chasten 
them (v11–14, 16)? Even by making them to be like whom (v13)? What is the Lord’s disposition toward them (v15)? Why? Now what will He do? Why (v17)? For whom had Israel 
used their material blessings (10:1)? And what did they multiply, as their blessings multiplied? How will God respond (v2)?  

How did God respond to Israel’s sin? Hosea 9:1–10:2 looks forward to the hearing of God’s Word, publicly read, in the holy assembly on the coming Lord’s 
Day. In these nineteen verses of Holy Scripture, the Holy Spirit teaches us that God responded to Israel’s sin by removing from him all the blessings of the 
covenant.  

This passage consists of declaring Israel’s sentencing for breaking the covenant. The Lord will remove the blessings of their prosperity (v1–2), their holiness 
for worship (v3–6), their responsiveness to the Word of God (v7–9), and their fruitfulness to produce holy generations (v10–16). As they would not give 
Him their whole self, He will reject them, hold them guilty, and destroy the remnants of their wicked works (9:17–10:2). 

The Lord will remove their prosperity, v1–2. They thought that they were bringing forth fruit from themselves and for themselves (10:1a–b), and therefore they 
have committed the adultery (9:1) of attributing their prosperity to “God” as they imagine Him, and devoting it unto Him in their own way (10:1c–e)—which 
Scripture repeatedly teaches us is to worship another god altogether. So the Lord will take away that prosperity (9:2) that they neither enjoyed as from Him nor 
employed as for Him. What a blessing it is to receive everything as from the Lord and for the Lord. And if we do not, let us hope that the Lord will treat us like true 
children and afflict us in our material things. 

The Lord will remove their holiness for worship, v3–6. They were a consecrated people, eating consecrated food, in a consecrated land. They offered to the 
Lord all of their first-fruits. From the same fields and vineyards came offerings for the Lord and food for their tables. Clean animals could only be slaughtered 
as sacrifices, with all of the blood and the fat being offered to God, and whatever meat they enjoyed coming from the portion that God “shared” with them in 
their offerings. But, they are now being removed from the consecrated land to the lands of the nations (v3a–b, 6). And they will eat from portions not 
consecrated to the Lord. In Assyria (v3c), even those things that come from clean animals will not have been consecrated as they were in the land. Their 
eating is going to be divorced from worship (v4). They will be unable to be a people consecrated unto the Lord’s worship (v5).  

What a blessing it is to live as worshipers of God! To know that the whole of our life flows into and out of drawing near to Him in the public worship on the 
Lord’s Day, so that whether we eat or drink or whatever we do, that too is consecrated unto Him (cf. 1Cor 10:31). And what a curse it is when we cannot 
attend public worship, when we do not attend public worship, or when we do not either come to public worship in the right mindset or carry that devotion 
back home with us. 

The Lord will remove their responsiveness to His Word, v7–9. v7 can mean either that their preachers and spiritual shepherds have fallen into the folly and 
insanity of false doctrine, or that they continue to have faithful preachers and shepherds, but they refuse to listen to them. Either one would be consistent 
with judgments that we see elsewhere in Scripture, but it is probably the first one. For, “Israel knows.” They know that the days of punishment have come, 
and the days of recompense have come. But as is often the case when a faithful preacher sounds the solemn warning, the people treat him as if he is a fool or a 
madman. Their “enmity” enters the house of God (v8c), and because of their response, the faithful preaching (v8a) becomes to them not a help but a snare 
(v8b). Isaiah and Hosea were preaching that if the Lord were not leaving them a remnant, they would be altogether destroyed. But the people rejected their, 
and the other latter prophets’, preaching. May the Lord ever give us submissiveness to the “strange” preaching of His Word, so that we are corrected and 
grown by it—rather than concluding that the preacher is stupid or crazy.  

The Lord will remove their fruitfulness to produce holy generations, v10–16. The language of the Lord finding them in the wilderness refers back to His 
constituting them a church upon gathering them out of Egypt. Though they were wild/sour grapes (v10a–b), in His eyes (and provision), that generation 
were the very first sweet figs of a great harvest to come in succeeding generations (v10c–d). But before even the next generation could be reared, Israel’s 
long history of spiritual adultery had already begun (v10d–e, cf. N25:1–3). So the great covenant blessing of His being God to them and their children would 
be a place in which they would be particularly afflicted (v11, 12, 13, 14, 16). This same grievous chastening comes to congregations today. Either they do not 
bear children, or their children die young, or their children suffer the spiritual slaughter of wandering away from God, and either into “churches” with false 
worship/ doctrine or no church at all. When this happens, it is not time for a revamped youth program or “livelier” worship, but for repentance! 

The Lord rejects them altogether, 9:17–10:2. 9:17 summarizes the sentence, and 10:1 summarizes the offense. 10:2 describes it in relational and covenantal 
terms. Rather than loving YHWH, their God, with all their heart, soul, mind, and strength, their heart has been divided. They are guilty not merely of rule 
infractions, but of rejecting God Himself. And He will destroy the remnants of their sin. God give you, dear reader, to see sin not merely as a rule infraction, but 
as that hateful rejection of your own covenant God, which rejection you yourself hate with all your heart—just as you love Him with all your heart. 

How do you view and use the good things that God has given you? How much do you value being able to gather for public worship? How does it bear 
out in your life that you value the faithful preaching of the Word? How does the fruit of the womb as a covenant blessing shape your 
desire/approach/effort to marriage and bearing/rearing children?   

Sample prayer: Lord, we have treated Your good gifts as if they are from us. And we have indulged ourselves in them apart from glorifying You or enjoying 
You. We deserve to have all our good gifts taken away. And, we have not heeded the faithful preaching of Your Word. Forgive us, and don’t permit for our 
preaching to become foolish and unfaithful. Our generation has often failed to conduct ourselves as belonging to You, and we deserve for the next generation 
to perish, rther than belonging to You. So, forgive us, we pray! Do not reject us or cast us out of Your presence. For, Your Son has been forsaken in our place, for 
our sin, so that we may receive as He deserves. Give us according to Christ’s worthiness, and according to the love in which You gave Him to be ours, we ask in 
His Name, AMEN! 

 Suggested Songs: ARP51AB “God, Be Merciful to Me” or TPH433 “Amazing Grace” 

(The following is a machine-generated transcription. PLEASE BE AWARE of—and patient with—transcribing errors. If there is 
something confusing or obviously erroneous, you are invited to listen to the audio recording via hopewellarp.org) 

Hosea 9, verse 1 through 10, verse 2. These are God's words. Do not Rejoice Israel. Would joy, like other peoples? For you have played the Harlot against your 
God. You've made love for hire on every threshing floor. The threshing floor and the wine fresh shall not feed them in. 
 
New wine shall fail in her. They shall not dwell in yahweh's land, but Ephraim shall return to Egypt and shall eat unclean things in Assyria. They shall not offer a 
wine offerings to Yahweh. Nor shall their sacrifices to be pleasing to him and shall be like bread of mourners to them. 
 
All who eat it shall be defiled for their bread, shall be their own for their own life. It shall not come into the house of Yahweh. What will you do in the appointed day 
in the Feast of Yaphaith? For indeed, they are gone because of Destruction. Egypt shall gather them up. 
 



Memphis shall bury them. Nettles shall possess their valuables of silver. Thorns shall be in their tents. The days of punishment have come. The days of 
recompense have come. Israel knows the prophet is a fool. The spiritual man is insane. Because of the greatness of your iniquity and great enmity. 
 
The Watchmen of Ephraim is with my God, but the prophet is a Fowler's snare in all his ways enmity. In the house of his God, they are deeply corrupted. As in the 
days of gabaya, he will remember their iniquity. He will punish their sins. I found Israel like grapes in the wilderness. 
 
I saw your fathers as the first fruits on the fig tree in its first season. But they went to bailpayor and separated themselves to that. Shame they became an 
Abomination. Like the thing that they loved. As for every? Their glory shall fly away like a bird, no birth, no pregnancy. 
 
No conception, though. They bring up their children yet. I will bereave them to the last man. Yes, woe to them when I depart from them, just as I saw Ephraim like 
Tire planted in a pleasant place so Ephraim. Out his children to the murderer. Give them Yahweh. What will you give? 
 
Give them a miscarrying womb and dry breasts. All their wickedness is in gilgal for their. I hated them because of their evil Deeds. I will drive them from my house. 
I will love them, no more. All their princes are rebellious. Ephraim is stricken. Their root is dried up. They shall bear no for it. 
 
Yes, were they to Bear children? I would kill. The Darlings of their womb? My God will cast them away because they did not obey him. They shall be Wanderers. 
Among the Nations, Israel empties his Vine and brings forth fruit for himself. According to the multitude of his fruit. He has increased the altars according to the 
Bounty of his land. 
 
They have embellished his sacred pillars. Their heart is divided. Now, they are held guilty. Give a little breakdown their altars. He will ruin. Their sacred pillars. 
Amen. So far, the reading of gods inspired and inerrant word. In which we read about how? Israel as a church. Brought themselves, under the Judgment of God 
and their unfaithfulness to him. 
 
And he has now repealing removing. The Covenant blessings that attend a faithful? And for Israel. This is particularly devastating because the nation itself was a 
church. And solve the removal of those Covenant. Blessings is going to necessarily include. The destruction of the nation. The first thing? 
 
The first thing that we? see the Lord remove from them from here. 
 
Their food. In the promised land. Productivity of Vine and field Vineyard and field. It was a covenant blessing. But he. going to give them famine instead. The 
threshing floor and the wine press will not feed them the. The threshing floor had been. A place where there are Dollar Tree would especially be seen. 
 
They received their blessings as if from themselves or perhaps from the gods to whom they gave credit, and for themselves, or perhaps to the gods for him. They 
gave credit, and the reason they say, perhaps, is because. Now, give the final verdict. In 10, verse 1, he says. He brings forth fruit for himself. 
 
And according to the multitude of his fruit, he has increased the altars. And so the? Man-Made religion was ultimately a. Not just. Worship or manufacturing 
fabrication of other gods, but it was ultimately making themselves their own God. The fruit being for themselves and for what they wanted to do with it, and they 
offered it to whatever gods they felt like making. 
 
This, the Lord compares to adultery. and since they have not received their good things as from him, and for him, he's going to withdraw them. Not only does he 
then remove the blessing of. Their Prosperity. He moves the blood, removes the blessing of their worship. Which means he removes the blessing of their 
consecration. 
 
It's not just that they do not have wine for offering to Yahweh. Or sacrifices for pleasing him. In verse 4, it is not just that. They are unable on the day of the 
appointed Feast verse 5. to go up to Jerusalem because they happen to be. all the way in Memphis, a city in Egypt, verse 6. 
 
But the fact that they are unable to offer the first fruits the best of? produce unto the Lord means everything else they eat will then be desecrated. You remember 
the first fruits of everything they were to offer to the Lord and even? All meat had to be sacrificed unto the Lord, all cleaned me that they were going to eat from. 
 
And they would have their portion they couldn't have the fat or the blood. Depending on what kind of sacrifice they could eat, particular parts of the meat. Well, 
there will be none of that because they're not going to be able to worship God at all, and so all their food will be unclean to them. 
 
Verse 3 for him shall return to Egypt and shall eat unclean things in Assyria. This is true and a great way for us still. If we don't receive everything is from the Lord 
and for the Lord. Give us this day, our daily bread and Hallowed be thy name. Then, our food itself is undefiled to us. 
 
Whether we eat or drink or whatever we do, we should be doing. All unto the glory of God, and so. one of the first things that we read about the. Apostolic Church 
in the wake of Pentecost is not only did they devote themselves to the. The teaching of the Apostles and to the breaking of bread and prayer and? 
 
They also. Broke bread with one another from house to house, and they ate their food with cheerfulness and simplicity of heart. So even their regular meals were 
consecrated as it were. Being received from. The Lord, whom they now know in the Lord Jesus, especially and being enjoyed unto the Lord whom they now know 
in the Lord Jesus, especially. 
 
Well, this consecrated life is taken away. So not only is there productivity their Prosperity taken away, but even what they enjoy cannot be consecrated unto the 
Lord, and their food is unclean, and they are unclean. They are. Holiness, their separateness as a people. Are being rejected. but not only as his worship being 
removed from them. 
 
His word is being removed from them. It's not actually 100 clear from verse 7. Whether the prophet and the spiritual man are actually being given to Folly and 
Insanity, we definitely see this as. A judgment of God when he removes faithful preaching from a land and gives them over to false preachers, or whether he is 
giving them. 
 
To. faithful preaching, as if it was Folly and insanity, which is also one of the thing. One of the ways that God judges. he gives a faithful preacher, but he does not 
give believing hearing. Of the word. It seems to be the latter. He says, the days of punishment have come. 
 
The days of recompense have come. Israel knows. It seems to indicate that. the preaching on the lips of men, like Isaiah and Hosea. Who are contemporaries of 
one another? is announcing to them the punishment. That is coming, but they listen to the preacher as if he is a fool. 
 
They listen to the spiritual man as if he is insane. And so they are given blindness of heart. before the word of God and faithful preaching, instead of becoming that 
which saves them becomes that which snares them. Verse 8. the that they listen to the word as those who are enemies of God. 



 
Verse 8, instead of those who are submitted to God. And. false faithless, hearing of preaching is a great punishment. Upon sin, verse 9, a great remembering of 
iniquity, verse 9. how many people have sat in judgment feeling theologically or spiritually Superior to a faithful preacher? Not realizing that their very attitude and 
disposition toward the preaching is being brought upon them as God's just retribution for the guilt of their wickedness. 
 
And that was part of how? The Lord would judge this generation for their rejection of the faithful preachers who announced to them that the days of punishment 
had come and that the days of recompense had come. But right up until? The Assyrians in the north or the Babylonians in the South? 
 
We're there to destroy them. They treated their preachers like they were foolish. crazy people. to speak to the Church of God this way. But there was enmity 
against God in the house of God. And finally. The Covenant blessing of Covenant children? would be taken away from them. 
 
The Lord. When he found them, and they were wild grapes. And he treated them instead with love to take them as the first fruits of the fig tree in its season. That 
picture in verse 10? He intended. There are multiplication he intended blessing to them. from generation to generation. 
 
But right from the beginning. They committed the sin with Baal peor that was the sin. You remember that belayam counseled black that if the moabite and 
midianite women? Seduced the Israelite men. they could cause them not just to commit adultery. with women, but adultery against God by committing idolatry. 
 
And it was one of the great signal sins that. Was a forerunner or a foreshadowing of? The many. Adulteries against God and idolatries that would follow in the 
history of Israel. And so, instead of bearing the fruit of the womb with holy generation after Holy generation, that would worship him. 
 
They bore the fruit of adultery and idolatry from one generation to the next. So, the Lord is going to cut off. these Generations. In fact, it's going to be. Worse than it 
was in the wilderness and the Wilderness. One generation fell, but here he's cutting off subsequent Generations. 
 
As Isaiah said several times. If the Lord were not to leave them a Remnant, they would be entirely eliminated altogether. And so their glory is going to dissipate, 
evaporate, fly away like a bird, verse 11 by the Lord, cutting off the subsequent Generations. Of the worshipers, no birth, no pregnancy, no conception. 
 
verse 11, and even those children, that they have, and they're training up. he is going to make them. to die off and even. Than whom, who somehow reached their 
maturity? Are going to be bringing those who grow up with them, knocked into the promised land like? 
 
The generation that the Lord brought into the promised land, but unto the murderers unto the slaughter. Literally verse 13. And so God is going to. Cut off. 
Generation. Rather than give them blessing that will be enjoyed from generation to generation. There won't even be a next generation to enjoy it. 
 
Give them a Yahweh verse 14 what will you give? Miscarrying womb. And if they aren't miscarried, then give them dry breasts. Was a spiritual. Literal judgment, 
but also. In an appropriate picture of what is happening spiritually. the children are spiritually miscarried. They are. not. Brought into the world. 
 
As those who are from God and for God, and they are not nursed. Upon the. The milk of the word. They are not nourished spiritually. Dad, they come and dead. 
They stay, and so. Their root is dried up. Verse 16, they bear no fruit. And whomever they have they have for themselves. 
 
But as enemies of God, just as they treated everything else in life as from themselves and for themselves, and so that is being rejected and killed, even their 
children. They treat us from themselves and for themselves. Rather than from the Lord and for the Lord, how important it is? 
 
To view and treat our children as from the Lord and for the Lord. How lest they be our Darlings, verse 16, that the Lord kills? And indeed, many churches. Having 
gone their own way, having worshiped their own way, having. compartmentalized their Christianity, not receiving everything in life as from the Lord and everything 
in life. 
 
As for the Lord not being consecrated to him genuinely entirely in every part of life. Every moment of every day? God has responded to their wickedness by killing 
their children, sometimes literally physically. removing the children from them far away. And sometimes. just spiritually. the Lord.  
 
Causing their children never to come to Faith and to turn away from the church. However, much the children had appeared to be because they learned to. 
imitate the talk and walk of Christians so long as they were in the church, but It became. Quickly apparent for those with eyes to see that they were from 
themselves and for themselves, and then when they came into the maturity. 
 
so did. They're not belonging to the Lord that also matured and became obvious as they turned from him entirely or perhaps. To those churches and those forms 
of worship. That are merely the inventions of men and self-indulgence in the spiritual. Sphere of things, just as their lives are self-indulgence in each of the other 
spheres. 
 
Of life as well. All of this? Because of the wickedness in gilgal and their evil Deeds, he drove them. From his house. Why offensively love you? 
 
And so Israel is ultimately rejected. My God will cast them away because they did not obey him. There shall be Wanderers. Among the Nations. Their heart was 
divided that. They didn't have a United heart to belong to the Lord. their heart was their own heart that. that they gave to various things and not to the Lord alone. 
 
Their heart is divided. Now, they are held guilty. He will break down their pillars. He will ruin. He'll break down their altars. He will ruin their sacred pillars. The Lord, 
rejecting Israel. And sending them. Into Exile. Judging them as a church and the Lord still judges churches. Even in some of the illustrations and applications that 
we have gone through the passage. 
 
I'm sure we have. Heard the story of many churches that we have known of. but he also, of course. does these very things and threatens these very things? To the 
seven churches in Asia in Revelation 2 and 3. which? Are real churches, but are also warnings too. 
 
And representative of all the churches between the two comings of Christ, of which ours is one? And so may the Lord in his Mercy. Keep. faithful, keep us. By 
Grace, receiving everything is from him and doing and enjoying everything as. To him. That we might not provoke him to a raft like this. 
 
And have him take away our consecration and separateness and Holiness. And have him take away our worship and have him take away our soft-heartedness 
under the word to be corrected and have him take away the spiritual life of subsequent Generations drying up. The root of the church and sending the? 
 
Youth of the church when they come into their adulthood into false churches where they will blaspheme and perish and not even know it. May the Lord have 
mercy. On our congregation and an all true congregations and make he give. In his great forgiveness, Reformation, and Revival. Because he is going to restore a 
Remnant as we hear in his. 



 
And his Everlasting, amazing, compassionate love is not just for. The salvation of individual sinners Souls. but it is. But it is also. those churches to which he gives 
Reformation and Revival Beyond what they deserve. Beyond what could have possibly been expected? Which also amazingly he has actually done in the history 
of our own congregation. 
 
Praise God for! 
 
Immense. Mercy, compassion, forgiveness. Power to save kindness. Amen. Let's pray. Father. Thank you for this portion of your word. Thank you for making us. 
To know the truth of it by your spirit, giving us conviction. And to see the truth of it. not only in other parts of your word and in all of church history, but even in our 
own Church's history, you are a god of mercy and Grace. 
 
Old Grant that Mercy Grant that Grace? That we might be faithful. And that we might know your blessing. Instead of bringing down opponent's curse. We ask it in 
Jesus name. Amen. 


