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Psalm 110 — “THE Messianic Psalm About Jesus. He is the King-Priest!”
This psalm is pure gospel; it is only, and wholly, concerning Christ, the Messiah promised to the fathers and expected by them.  (Matthew Henry) 

“This psalm claims emphatically to be the fruit and record of a Divine revelation.  The words of David, though shaped in his heart, come to him from the very 
sanctuary of the Most High. It is an oracle, an utterance of Jehovah, which he has heard, and which he is to declare to others in written form (Ps 110). 

It concerns a king who reigns in Zion and the writer calls him “my Lord” and Jehovah lifts this one to share in his own regal dignity, giving him the victory over 
all his enemies.”  (JJ Stewart Perowne) 

Background to Psalm 110 
• The NT cites Ps 110 more frequently than any other OT text. No wonder Matthew Henry called Ps 110: “Pure 

Gospel!” 
• It is a Davidic psalm — Peter quotes this and says David wrote it by the Holy Spirit (authorship & inspiration) — 

Acts 2.24-26.  
• Interestingly: in the early Church:  as early as the 2nd c. AD, Justin Martyr and Tertullian set themselves to proclaim 

the gospel from Psalm 110 to their Jewish friends.  

THESIS — In Ps 110, we come to THE Messianic Psalm about Jesus. It prophesies Jesus in 3 marvelous 
features…   

                       >>>   1. Your KING   //   2. Your PRIEST //   3. Your WARRIOR 

I. YOUR KING (v.1-3) 
Note:  Jesus quoted Psalm 110:1 in Matthew 22:43-45 (also Mark 12:36-37), showing how David called the 
Messiah “Lord” – recognizing that the Messiah was greater than David himself; Messiah must be Divine! 

Sitting at God’s right hand includes: 
1. This position makes Messiah greater than David (Acts 2:34) and greater than the angels (Heb 1:13). 
2. As forcefully as man rejected Messiah, God exalted Him (Acts 5:30-31). 
3. Messiah is both Savior and Intercessor (Acts 5:31; Rom 8:34). 
4. Messiah is seated, signifying his completed work (Heb 10:11-12) 
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5. Messiah waits for the final surrender of His enemies (Heb 10:13; 1 Cor 15:25-26). 

Further Scriptures of Psalm 110:1 in the New Testament: 
1. Messiah is the greater David (Acts 2.34) 
2. greater than the angels  (Hebrews 1.13) 
3. God exalted him as head over all (Acts 5.30) 
4. as Savior, he sits at God’s right hand (Rom 8.34) 
5. He sits as a finished work and is seated (Hebrews 10.11) 
6. he waits till all his enemies are a footstool (1 Cor 15.25)  

II. YOUR PRIEST  (v.4) 

A. Hebrews 4:14-7:28 is a SERMON ON THIS VERSE 
1. our sympathetic high priest (4:14-5:10) 
2. Our spiritual stagnation (5:11-6:20) 
3. our superior high priest (7:1-28) 

III.YOUR WARRIOR  (v.5-7) 
Note:  the scene here in verses 5-7 is the culmination of the campaign of Armageddon that will precede 
Messiah’s glorious kingdom/reign. (cf. Zech 14.2-3). 

Messiah’s 4 blows to His enemies as the divine Warrior: 
1. he will strike the kings in His wrath (v.5)   the kings represent Gentile world authority (Dan 11.36-45; Ps 2) 
2. he will execute judgment among the nations (v.6a) 
3. he will fill the valleys with corpses (v.6) — the carnage and bloodshed  (Joel 3.13; Isa 63.1-6; Rev 14.19-20) 
4. he will shatter the Chief head over many countries (v.6c) (probably the AntiChrist; perhaps speaking of Satan 
himself; compare Gen 3.15). 
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Hail Him, ye heirs of David’s line, whom David Lord did call, 
The God incarnate, Man divine, and crown Him Lord of all, 
The God incarnate, Man divine, and crown Him Lord of all. 

Let every tribe and every tongue before Him prostrate fall 
And shout in universal song the crownèd Lord of all. 
And shout in universal song the crownèd Lord of all. 

  — Edward Peronnet, 1779  (from the hymn: “All hail the power of Jesus’ name”) 
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THERE IS NO NAME SO SWEET ON EARTH  

PSALM 110: PSALTER 
Tune:  Am I a soldier of the cross? 
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1 There is no name so sweet on earth,  
no name so sweet in heaven,  
the name before his wondrous birth  
to Christ the Savior given.  

Refrain: 
We love to sing of Christ our King,  
and hail him blessed Jesus; 
for there's no word ear ever heard 
so dear, so sweet as "Jesus."  

2 And when he hung upon the tree,  
they wrote this name above him;  
that all might see the reason we  
forevermore must love him. [Refrain]  

3 So now, upon his Father's throne,  
almighty to release us  
from sin and pains, he gladly reigns,  
the Prince and Savior Jesus. [Refrain]  

4 To Jesus ev'ry knee shall bow,  
and ev'ry tongue confess him,  
and we unite with saints in light,  
our only Lord to bless him. [Refrain]  

5 O Jesus, by that matchless name,  
your grace shall fail us never;  
today as yesterday the same,  
you art the same forever. [Refrain] 

Jesus, our Lord, ascend thy throne, 
And near the Father sit; 
In Zion shall thy power be known, 
And make thy foes submit. 

What wonders shall thy gospel do! 
Thy converts shall surpass 
The num'rous drops of morning dew, 
And own thy sovereign grace. 

God hath pronounced a firm decree, 
Nor changes what he swore: 
"Eternal shall thy priesthood be, 
When Aaron is no more. 

"Melchizedek, that wondrous priest, 
That king of high degree, 
That holy man who Abraham blessed, 
Was but a type of thee." 

Jesus our Priest for ever lives 
To plead for us above; 
Jesus our King for ever gives 
The blessings of his love. 

God shall exalt his glorious head, 
And his high throne maintain; 
Shall strike the powers and princes dead 
Who dare oppose his reign. 
    - Isaac Watts


