
Why Did God Hate Esau? 

Part 4 

Malachi 1:2-4 

Well, we have come back to the series of ‘why did God hate Esau.’ 

And we have come to the question ‘why did God Hate Edom,’ the 

nation that came from Esau? Well, I guess I simply could have said 

that Esau or the Edomites were bad people, end of story, and if that 

would have satisfied you, I could have saved you from having to listen 

to 4 or 5 messages on the answer instead.  

But as I asked in the beginning, if God hated Esau because he was 

simply a bad person, then why did he ever love me? I asked this 

question in the introduction of the series. 

We have come to the point ‘Why Did God Hate Esau, which is Edom’ 

and we began looking at Edom from the time of Esau, up until the 

time of King David, in the previous message under sub point A,. This 

included Israel’s encounter with Edom after their exodus from Egypt, 

and the problems that ensued between the two nations from that time 

forward. In today’s message we want to look at the timeline from King 

David until Israel’s captivity to Babylon and give us a look at what 

continued to happen between these two brotherly nations. 
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{III. Which is Edom?} 

 B. From King David until the Captivity 

As we saw last time, we only came across a couple of references to 

Edom during the reign of King Saul, King David and King Solomon. 

When only one king was ruler over all of the Jewish people, the 

people of Edom were for the most part subject to Israel. We read of 

King Saul taking action against those who plundered Israel, but it was 

also this paranoid King Saul who ‘hired or commanded’ Doeg the 

Edomite to kill the priest Ahimelech. Along with Ahimelech, he also 

killed eighty-five priests and the entire city of Nob, which included 

men, women, children, nursing infants, oxen, donkeys and sheep.   

King David and the commander of his army Joab, took the offensive 

towards Edom even further in oppressing the Edomites, from 1 King 

chapter 11 verse 15 and 16 we read;  

15  For it happened, when David was in Edom, and Joab the 

commander of the army had gone up to bury the slain, after he had 

killed every male in Edom 

16  (because for six months Joab remained there with all Israel, until 

he had cut down every male in Edom), 
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Lastly, we heard of Hadad who became an adversary to King Solomon. 

And from that point on we do not hear much of Edom until we come 

to King Jehoshaphat. 

King Jehoshaphat of Judah is the second good king in the southern 

kingdom. Jehoshaphat is the son of Asa who was the first good king of 

Judah. Asa was the son of Abijah, who is the son of Rehoboam, who 

is the son of Solomon, who is the son of David. And so it has been 5 

generations from when King David brought the Edomites into 

subjection to the time Jehoshaphat becomes king. 

What I have decided to do, is go through each interaction Israel had 

with Edom in the historical account, and then conclude with the 

prophets to show us God’s word or God’s views through the mouth of 

his prophets and what they say in regards to Edom.  

As I noted last time, Edom must have heard of all the miracles the 

Lord did in Egypt when He took Israel out of that iron furnace of 

slavery. The Lord said to Pharaoh “But indeed for this purpose I have 

raised you up, that I may show My power in you, and that My name 

may be declared in all the earth.” 

The Edomites had no excuse in not knowing about God and His ways. 

They were, after all, the descendants of Esau the grandson of 

Abraham.  
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They must have heard the wonders of what God did in Egypt when he 

delivered Israel out of that land. ‘That My name may be declared in 

all the earth’ were the words of God, and so they had no excuse in 

not knowing about the Lord or His plan or His ways. 

The book of 1st Kings starts with the death of King David and then 

continues with the historical account of Solomon’s reign as king. The 

rest of first kings and all of second kings then continues to follow both 

kingdoms as the kingdom divides after the death of king Solomon, 

with Israel to the north and Judah to the south. And now with the 

kingdom divided, it became tricky in following the timeline through 

the books as the records continually overlap with the kings of Israel to 

the kings of Judah and vice versa.  

The books describe the reign of each king, their actions, their 

duration, and their status of either being a good king; one that served 

the true God of the Bible, or a bad king, one that for sook the Lord 

God and His ways. From the books of first and second Kings we learn 

that all the kings in the northern kingdom of Israel were bad kings, 

and that only 8 out of the 20 kings of the southern kingdom of Judah 

were good kings. But the books also give us some of the prophets that 

were sent to the kings of each kingdom.  
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Prophets like Isiah, Micaiah, Elijah, and Elisha’s ministries are 

recorded in these books. Isiah, who spoke to the southern kingdom of 

Judah, and Elijah and Elisha spoke to the northern kingdom of Israel. 

Micaiah is found speaking to both kings when the kings of the north 

and south joined together in a coalition against their enemies. The 

books contain the accounts of the miracles and prophecies of these 

prophets. 

If we look at the books of 1st and 2nd Chronicles, we actually have a 

very different kind of book as one of the things you will notice is that 

the prophet Elisha is never mentioned, and Elijah is mentioned only 

one time in one verse referring to the letter he wrote to king Jehoram 

of Judah. The absence of these prophets in the books of Chronicles is 

for a particular reason.  

And if you want to learn a very interesting and important fact 

regarding the books of Chronicles it is this.  

We know from our bibles that the history section spans from the book 

of Genesis to the book of Ester. We know that the book of 1st and 2nd 

Chronicles come after the books of 1st and 2nd Kings, which come after 

the books of 1st and 2nd Samuel.  
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And that is why when people come to the book of Chronicles, and its 

much-repeated content of the previous books, they think ‘what’s with 

all these names… this is so boring’ and when they skip over the 

names they come to the next sections and think ‘I just read all of that 

in the previous book’ and so they skip over the rest of the book as 

well, which is sad.  

When you look at the Hebrew order of the Old Testament, the books 

of Chronicles are actually the last books of the Hebrew bible and are 

used to summarize all of the Old Testament scripture. In one sense it 

is in the wrong place in our bibles, Because when you look at the 

books of 1st and 2nd Chronicles what does it cover? (answer) 

Everything!   

What is the first word in the first book of Chronicles? (answer) Adam! 

And the last chapter ends with the Jews returning from the exile in 

Babylon, it covers the entire timeline of the Old Testament. The aim of 

the author is to provide the Jews with a genealogy of the promises of 

God, the coming messiah and the coming kingdom.  

This is why the books key characters follow the lineage of the 

Messiah, starting with Adam to Judah and then from Judah to King 

David from whom the Messianic King would come from.  
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The author primarily follows the kings of the southern kingdom, of 

Judah, and none of the northern. He highlights the good kings and the 

things they did and also shows the horrible end of the bad ones.  

This is done so that the author gives the reader a complete over-view 

of history and God’s plan over the ages, to give the Jews the future 

and hope they were seeking. So here is my suggestion, the next time 

you read through your bible, and you finish 2 kings, skip over 1st and 

2nd Chronicles and go right to Ezra. And when you finish the final 

book of the Old Testament of Malachi, then go back and read 1st and 

2nd Chronicles, with the mind set of it being a complete overview of 

the entire Old Testament, looking at the message and direction the 

author is giving us about the coming messiah and his kingdom. And 

then once you completed those books then start in the New Testament 

and then I think the books of Chronicles will bring a new light and 

focus to what the book was initially designed for.   

This is why the message sat in the time out shelf for an extra week.  

This is why when we read of the Edomites in the books of Chronicles 

we only read them in light of the southern kingdom of Judah.  

So, with that difference between the books of kings and the books of 

chronicles in mind, we go to the first account of Edom in 2 Kings 

Chapter 3 and you can turn there in your bibles.  
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This is an interesting account of King Jehoram of Israel allied himself 

with King Jehoshaphat of Judah, who was the second good king in the 

southern kingdom. Remember all the northern ones were bad kings. 

Starting in verse 5 we will read to verse 9 as it says; 

5  But it happened, when Ahab died, that the king of Moab rebelled 

against the king of Israel. 

6 ¶  So King Jehoram went out of Samaria at that time and mustered 

all Israel. 

7  Then he went and sent to Jehoshaphat king of Judah, saying, "The 

king of Moab has rebelled against me. Will you go with me to fight 

against Moab?" And he said, "I will go up; I am as you are, my people 

as your people, my horses as your horses." 

8  Then he said, "Which way shall we go up?" And he answered, "By 

way of the Wilderness of Edom." 

9  So the king of Israel went with the king of Judah and the king of 

Edom, and they marched on that roundabout route seven days; and 

there was no water for the army, nor for the animals that followed 

them. 

Now why would the king of Israel and the king of Judah have taken 

the king of Edom and his army into this battle?  



Why did God Hate Esau?   

 

Page | 9  
All scriptures taken from the NKJV unless otherwise stated. 

In 1 Kings chapter 22 verse 47, we learn that there was no king in 

Edom, only a deputy of the king. And most believe that this deputy, 

was an appointed position by the king of Israel or Judah, and was 

responsible for continuing control over Edom.  

With this in mind, was Edom commanded to come and fight with 

Israel and Judah as fodder against Moab? Being commanded ‘you 

either come and fight with us or we will just wipe you out now? Well 

Josephus makes a similar observation as well; in The Antiquities of the 

Jews, book 9 chapter 3 section 1, he says; 

When Joram had taken upon him the kingdom, he 

determined to make an expedition against the king of 

Moab… he sent also to Jehoshaphat, and entreated him, 

that since he had from the beginning been a friend to his 

father, he would assist him in the war that he was entering 

into against the Moabites, who had departed from their 

obedience, who not only himself promised to assist him, but 

would also oblige the king of Edom, who was under his 

authority, to make the same expedition also.  

The Works of Flavius Josephus.  

EOQ 
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Now going back to 2 Kings chapter 3; verse 9 concludes with the 

words ‘there was no water for the army, nor for the animals that 

followed them’. In verse 10 it says; 

10  And the king of Israel said, "Alas! For the LORD has called these 

three kings together to deliver them into the hand of Moab." 

In verses 11-19 we read of Elisha the prophet being called to the place 

of the kings. And showing great indignation to the king of Israel 

saying ‘if it wasn’t for Jehoshaphat he wouldn’t even look at Joram 

the King of Israel.  

He does however tell them what to do and how the Lord will deliver 

them. They were to make the valley full of ditches and that water 

would come from Edom and that the Lord would also deliver the 

Moabites into their hand.  

 

If we continue to read again from verse 20 it says; 

20 ¶  Now it happened in the morning, when the grain offering was 

offered, that suddenly water came by way of Edom, and the land was 

filled with water. 
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21  And when all the Moabites heard that the kings had come up to 

fight against them, all who were able to bear arms and older were 

gathered; and they stood at the border. 

22  Then they rose up early in the morning, and the sun was shining 

on the water; and the Moabites saw the water on the other side as 

red as blood. 

23  And they said, "This is blood; the kings have surely struck swords 

and have killed one another; now therefore, Moab, to the spoil!" 

Now why would the Moabites say this? Why would Moab think that 

the kings had all turned on one another? Because they knew the 

problems there were with the divided kingdom of the Jews and they 

knew the hatred Edom had for the Jews and the Jews uneasy authority 

over Edom. They believed that they had all turned on each other and 

killed one another in battle during the night. They believed what they 

saw was ditches full of blood in the morning light. But they were 

greatly mistaken.   

If we continue in verse 24  

24  So when they came to the camp of Israel, Israel rose up and 

attacked the Moabites, so that they fled before them; and they 

entered their land, killing the Moabites. 
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25  Then they destroyed the cities, and each man threw a stone on 

every good piece of land and filled it; and they stopped up all the 

springs of water and cut down all the good trees. But they left the 

stones of Kir Haraseth intact. However the slingers surrounded and 

attacked it. 

26  And when the king of Moab saw that the battle was too fierce for 

him, he took with him seven hundred men who drew swords, to break 

through to the king of Edom, but they could not.  

Now, some commentaries believe that this breaking through to the 

king of Edom, was to take vengeance on Edom for betraying them. 

This thinking would however make no sense in any battle scenario. 

Why would you risk fighting through a stronger enemy only to attack 

a weaker one on the other side.  

Other commentaries believe that this breaking through to the king of 

Edom would lead to a benefit to the king of Moab.  

Either the army of Edom would help the king of Moab escape or what 

I think is a more probable scenario is that the king of Moab may have 

had a secret alliance with the king of Edom, as it says ‘break through 

too the king of Edom,’ and was to gain an alliance with Edom and 

when they united, they would defeat Israel and Judah.  
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Remember the King of Moab initially believed that the confederacy of 

these 3 kings had deteriorated over night and had turned on each 

other the morning before the battle.  

This I think is a much more plausible scenario as the King of Moab 

must have known well about the issues between Judah and Israel and 

the tensions between the descendants of Jacob and the descendants of 

Esau who is Edom.  

It is interesting that there is no known interaction between these 

Jewish kings and the Edomites during this encounter, perhaps the 

Edomites were quietly waiting for the opportunity to attack the Jews 

once the Moabites would gain the upper hand. But that never 

happened. However we read in 2 kings chapter 8 that Edom did revolt 

against Judah’s authority later on, we read in verse 20 to 22; 

20  In his days Edom revolted against Judah’s authority, and made a 

king over themselves. 

21  So Joram went to Zair, and all his chariots with him. Then he rose 

by night and attacked the Edomites who had surrounded him and the 

captains of the chariots; and the troops fled to their tents. 

22  Thus Edom has been in revolt against Judah’s authority to this day. 

And Libnah revolted at that time. 
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This account is also repeated in 2 Chronicles 21:8  

If we continue to move forward in the book, we come to King 

Amaziah of Judah, the great great grandson of King Jehoshaphat, a 

king who started out good but turned bad in the end, in 2 Kings 14:7 

it says that; 

7  He killed ten thousand Edomites in the Valley of Salt, and took Sela 

by war, and called its name Joktheel to this day. 

In 2 Chronicles 25:11-19 we read of Amaziah’s war on Edom and his 

downfall, of how he took the gods of the Edomites and set them up as 

his god. It is also a reference that shows us that the Edomites, even 

though they were descendants of Esau and of Abraham, did not serve 

the one true God. Again, if you remember from earlier the books of 

Chronicles deal only with the southern kingdom and emphasizes the 

good of the good kings and the bad of the bad kings.  

 

2 Chronicles 25:14, 15 and verse 20 says; 

14 ¶  Now it was so, after Amaziah came from the slaughter of the 

Edomites, that he brought the gods of the people of Seir, set them up 

to be his gods, and bowed down before them and burned incense to 

them. 
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You see, you don’t read of this in the book of kings, it is an added 

account of the unfaithful things done by the kings of Judah, kings who 

are in the lineage of the Messiah and how the author portrays God’s 

wrath and anger of such acts. Continuing in verse 15 it says;  

15  Therefore the anger of the LORD was aroused against Amaziah, 

and He sent him a prophet who said to him, "Why have you sought 

the gods of the people, which could not rescue their own people 

from your hand?" 

And then verse 20; 

20  But Amaziah would not heed, for it came from God, that He might 

give them into the hand of their enemies, because they sought the 

gods of Edom. 

And things became worse and worse for Judah, in 2 Chronicles chapter 

28 verse 16 through 19 it says; 

16 ¶  At the same time King Ahaz sent to the kings of Assyria to help 

him. 

17  For again the Edomites had come, attacked Judah, and carried 

away captives. 

And verse 19 says; 
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19  For the LORD brought Judah low because of Ahaz king of Israel, 

for he had encouraged moral decline in Judah and had been 

continually unfaithful to the LORD. 

We know how the end of the story goes, Israel continued in their 

wicked ways until they were taken captive by the Assyrians in 772BC 

and Judah by the Babylonians in 586BC. God was going to punish 

Judah for their wicked ways, their stiff neck and abominations that 

they had committed against the Lord. He was going to use Babylon to 

do this. Not Edom. Edom was never to be involved in punishing Judah 

or the Jews. This is made perfectly clear in what the prophets said 

about all the nations in the entire region.  

As we looked at Edom through the lens of the authors of Kings and 

Chronicles, we only see a picture from the outside of Edom, it is as if 

we are standing on the border of Judah and Israel and we look in to 

the land of Edom. When we come to the prophets which we will come 

to in a moment, we begin to see the Edomites through the eyes of an 

omniscient God.  

We begin to look more into the mind of Edom, into their thinking, 

into their actions against the line of Jacob. And what begins to emerge 

is a clearer picture of Gods view of Edom and why he hated this 

lineage of Esau.  



Why did God Hate Esau?   

 

Page | 17  
All scriptures taken from the NKJV unless otherwise stated. 

As this sub point deals with the time from King David to the time of 

the captivity. The next sub point will look at the time from the return 

of their captivity to the return of Christ.  

Turn your bibles to the book of Amos. The prophet Amos whom most 

regard as being sent as a prophet to the northern kingdom of Israel, is 

also known for the many rebukes to many different nations around 

Israel including Judah.  

And since our focus is that of Edom, turn to Amos chapter 1 verse 6, 

this is a prophecy against Gaza, but notice what it says about Edom; 

Thus says the LORD: "For three transgressions of Gaza, and for four, I 

will not turn away its punishment, Because they took captive the 

whole captivity To deliver them up to Edom 

And Amos chapter 1 verse 9 a similar verse, speaking of Tyre it says; 

Thus says the LORD: "For three transgressions of Tyre, and for four, I 

will not turn away its punishment, Because they delivered up the 

whole captivity to Edom, And did not remember the covenant of 

brotherhood. 
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Warren Wiersbe writes in his commentary regarding these two nations 

of Gaza and Tyre by saying;  

Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Gath, and Ekron were the five key 

Philistine cities (Josh. 13:3), and Amos denounced all of 

them for trading in human lives. They raided Jewish villages 

and captured people to be sold as slaves. To add insult to 

injury, the Philistines sold these slaves to Israel's ancient 

enemy, the Edomites. Since Edom was descended from 

Esau, Jacob's brother, it was a case of brother enslaving 

brother.  

Tyre, however, committed the same sins as the Philistine 

cities by selling Jewish captives to the Edomites as slaves 

(Amos 1:6-8). When the Prophet Ezekiel gave his funeral 

dirge celebrating the fall of Tyre, he mentioned this 

grievous sin (in)(Ezek. 27:13). But Tyre's sin was worse 

than that of Philistia because Tyre was violating a 

longstanding compact that was based on friendship and 

mutual respect for humanity. Tyre was selling its friends as 

slaves! 

EOQ 

These are punishments on Gaza and on Tyre in trafficking Jew’s, but 

who was the willing recipient of these people? Edom! 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jos+13%3A3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Am+1%3A6-8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eze+27%3A13
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Warren Wiersbe also writes; 

Throughout the history of ancient Israel, slavery was 

practiced, but the Law of Moses clearly governed how the 

slaves were treated. The law that permitted slavery at the 

same time protected the slaves. However, it was one thing 

to put a prisoner of war to work and quite something else to 

kidnap innocent people and sell them like cattle.  

EOQ 

It was Edom who took full advantage of this exploitation in taking 

kidnapped Jewish slaves for themselves, slaves who I'm sure were not 

treated according to the Mosaic laws of the Old Testament. What did 

the Lord say through Moses regarding kidnapping? 

Deuteronomy chapter 24 verse 7 says;  

"If a man is found kidnapping any of his brethren of the children of 

Israel, and mistreats him or sells him, then that kidnapper shall die; 

and you shall put away the evil from among you. 

And yet we hear no remorse from Edom as they were slave trafficking 

their brothers. As Amos says ‘they’ did not remember the covenant of 

brotherhood. 
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Look next to Amos chapter 1 verse 11; 

11  Thus says the LORD: "For three transgressions of Edom, and for 

four, I will not turn away its punishment, Because he pursued his 

brother with the sword, And cast off all pity; His anger tore 

perpetually, And he kept his wrath forever. 

It is interesting that Amos who is speaking for the Lord, still calls 

Jacob and Esau brothers. It says He pursued his Brother with the 

sword, and what? Cast off all pity. It says His anger tor perpetually 

and kept his wrath forever.  

For the Edomites, there was never enough wrath against the Jew, 

there was never enough pain inflicted, never enough humiliation for 

them to deliver, never enough suffering or death that they or others 

could inflict on the Jewish people as long as they were still living. 

Doesn't that sound familiar to our own day and age? Isn’t that what 

the Nazi party advocated in the second world war? Isn’t that what the 

nations around Israel do today? Isn’t that the problem the Jews have 

faced for their entire existence? From Jacob right up to our day? Are 

these not the things the Lord hates according to Proverbs 6:17 through 

19? 

17  A proud look, A lying tongue, Hands that shed innocent blood, 
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18  A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that are swift in running to 

evil, 

19  A false witness who speaks lies, And one who sows discord among 

brethren. 

Is this not the picture we begin to get from the nation of Edom. If you 

turn now to the book of Ezekiel, and we’ll read in Ezekiel chapter 25 

starting in verse 12 and read through verse 14 he says; 

12  ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: "Because of what Edom did against the 

house of Judah by taking vengeance, and has greatly offended by 

avenging itself on them," 

13  ‘therefore thus says the Lord GOD: "I will also stretch out My hand 

against Edom, cut off man and beast from it, and make it desolate 

from Teman; Dedan shall fall by the sword. 

14  "I will lay My vengeance on Edom by the hand of My people Israel, 

that they may do in Edom according to My anger and according to 

My fury; and they shall know My vengeance," says the Lord GOD. 

Did not the Lord say ‘vengeance is mine.’ Even though the Lord uses 

various nations to punish other nations, Edom was never to be the 

instrument of punishment against Israel. Edom was never to take 

vengeance for themselves against their brother.  
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If we go now to the book of Obadiah, in what most think, was written 

during the time of Israel’s exile to Babylon. Obadiah is the one who 

will give us the most detail about Edom. The entire book of Obadiah 

is one continuous rebuke to the nation of Edom. The whole book is 

devoted to the Lords wrath upon Edom and for what they did to the 

Jew. Verse 1 starts off with; 

1 ¶  The vision of Obadiah. Thus says the Lord GOD concerning Edom 

(We have heard a report from the LORD, And a messenger has been 

sent among the nations, saying, "Arise, and let us rise up against her 

for battle"): 

2  "Behold, I will make you small among the nations; You shall be 

greatly despised. 

And then down to verses 8 through 15 

8  "Will I not in that day," says the LORD, "Even destroy the wise men 

from Edom, And understanding from the mountains of Esau? 

9  Then your mighty men, O Teman, shall be dismayed, To the end 

that everyone from the mountains of Esau May be cut off by 

slaughter. 

10 ¶  "For violence against your brother Jacob, Shame shall cover you, 

And you shall be cut off forever. 
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11  In the day that you stood on the other side—In the day that 

strangers carried captive his forces, When foreigners entered his 

gates And cast lots for Jerusalem—Even you were as one of them. 

Most believe that the writer is referring to when Babylon took Judah 

captive, and it is at this time that Edom fully exploited their hatred 

towards the Jew. As he goes on to say; 

12  But you should not have gazed on the day of your brother In the 

day of his captivity; Nor should you have rejoiced over the children of 

Judah In the day of their destruction; Nor should you have spoken 

proudly In the day of distress. 

13  You should not have entered the gate of My people In the day of 

their calamity. Indeed, you should not have gazed on their affliction In 

the day of their calamity, Nor laid hands on their substance In the day 

of their calamity. 

14  You should not have stood at the crossroads To cut off those 

among them who escaped; Nor should you have delivered up those 

among them who remained In the day of distress. 
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Do you get a picture in your minds as to what this nation of Edom 

was like? The continual hatred they had for the Jews? The continued 

desire in trying to destroy the lineage of the Messiah and the plan and 

promises of God?  

In the last message we saw the mind set of Doeg the Edomite who 

killed 85 priests and an entire city with the edge of the sword. Now 

picture and entire nation of Doeg’s. And they have cast off all restraint 

in tormenting, degrading, and exterminating their brother Jacob. Verse 

15 then concludes with a prophecy of what will become of all the 

nations that oppressed Israel including Edom, it says; 

15  "For the day of the LORD upon all the nations is near; As you have 

done, it shall be done to you; Your reprisal shall return upon your 

own head. 

When we come to the final book of the Old Testament, and see the 

final mention of Edom, in the book of Malachi, hopefully… 

hopefully… we begin to understand why the Lord hated Edom and all 

that they have done, in persecuting the lineage of the Messiah, how 

they tried to destroy it over and over again. Time and time again, 

they regarded the promises of God, and the salvation of the Lord as 

nothing, as they did not heed warning after warning sent to them by 

the prophets.  
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And when we finally come to the final prophet, the final words God 

gives us in the Old Testament in regard to the nation of Edom, we 

come to Malachi chapter 1 verses 1 through 4;   

1 ¶  The burden of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi. 

2  "I have loved you," says the LORD. "Yet you say, ‘In what way have 

You loved us?’ Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?" Says the LORD. "Yet 

Jacob I have loved; 

3  But Esau I have hated, And laid waste his mountains and his 

heritage For the jackals of the wilderness." 

4  Even though Edom has said, "We have been impoverished, But we 

will return and build the desolate places," Thus says the LORD of 

hosts: "They may build, but I will throw down; They shall be called the 

Territory of Wickedness, And the people against whom the LORD will 

have indignation forever. 

‘the people against whom the Lord will have indignation forever,’ 

because they never, never, never heeded the call of God. If we take 

the man of Esau and all his selfish, earthly, carnal, fleshly choices, 

and his disregard for God, and multiply them a thousand times a 

thousand, we get Edom. Why did God hate Esau? because he sold 

salvation for a bowl of stew and a piece of bread.  
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He regarded the plan of salvation of the world, as nothing, as 

common, as something worthy to be trodden on. And this mind set, 

this view has not only been magnified in the nation of Edom with the 

Edomites but they have actively sought the destruction of the promises 

of God, purposely persecuted the plan of salvation of the Lord.  

Deuteronomy chapter 32, verses 41 and 42 say; 

41  If I whet My glittering sword, And My hand takes hold on 

judgment, I will render vengeance to My enemies, And repay those 

who hate Me. 

42  I will make My arrows drunk with blood, And My sword shall 

devour flesh, With the blood of the slain and the captives, From the 

heads of the leaders of the enemy."’ 

Now, some may say ‘that doesn't sound like a very loving God’… no… 

it doesn't, but it sounds like a just God, it sounds like a righteous 

God, it sounds like a God who will make all things right in the end.  

In the end, all evil will be dealt with, all sin will be punished. In the 

end the Lord will take care of all of the wickedness that is in this 

world with the tribulation, including Edom! 
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CONCL: 

And so, in conclusion, I hope the answer, to our question of ‘why did 

God hate Edom’, will becoming clearer to us, becoming obvious to us, 

that even though we serve a loving God, a merciful God, a 

longsuffering God, that the action’s of the Edomites will still arouse 

His anger, His wrath, His vengeance. And as we looked at this nation 

that was bent on the destruction of Israel and its people, we begin to 

see how God will respond.  

We know that He is gracious, we know He is a God of love, we know 

that His great mercies endure forever. But there are still things He will 

not tolerate or allow to go unpunished when this age comes to an end. 

As we will see more of in the next message.  

And with that may the Lord continue to give us wisdom in this life 

from His word, that we would be obedient, humble people who heed 

His calling from the words He has given us in the bible. That we 

would be a people who would live with faith, faith like Jacob, and 

not in flesh, like Esau. 


