Fruit on the Vine: Goodness
Galatians 5:16-24

INTRODUCTION

We return to our study on the Fruit of the Spirit. Let us
not forget 3 important truths that we need to keep in mind as we
continue to study the Fruit of the Spirit.

(1) This fruit is the
in the life of the child of God.

of the Holy Spirit’s ministry

(2) This fruit is
abiding in Christ.

of the Christian’s

(3) This fruit is produced in all in each believer.

For this morning, we turn our attention to the spiritual fruit
of goodness. We use the word good to describe all sorts of
things. How are you feeling today? Good. How was the
movie? Good. How was that slice of key lime pie? Really
good! God used the word good to describe the various days of
creation. At the end of each day God looked over what He
created and saw that it was good. In fact, at the end of the sixth
and final day of creation, we are told God saw all that he had
made, and it was very good.

We also use the word good referring to people. We say,
“He’s a good kid,” or “She’s a good woman,” or “He’s a
good man.” When we use the word good with people, we are
referring both to their character and their behavior. And that’s
the way the Bible uses the word good. Goodness in the Bible
refers to uprightness of heart and life. It is good and fitting
behavior. It is a matter of integrity and righteous living,
where you do the right thing simply because it is the right
thing to do.

The Greek word translated “goodness,” is a rare
word that combines being good and doing good. It means
kindness in actual manifestation, virtue equipped for
action, a bountiful propensity both to will and do what is
good, intrinsic goodness producing generosity.

. Goodness in relation to

What does the Bible tell us about goodness and God?

A. God is (Psalm 34:8, 145:9; 1 John 1:5)

B. God is good (Mark 10:18; Romans 3:23)

C. God only good (Psalm 119:68; Rom 8:28;
James 1:17)

“If it is good for us, we shall have it; if it is not good for us,
then the withholding of it is good.” — Thomas Watson



[l. Goodness in relation to

A. and both come from the heart

(Matthew 15:19; Luke 6:43,45)

B. Our hearts outside of Christ are
(Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 3:10-12)

C. God gives you a new S0 you can
in Christ (Ezekiel 36:26;
Ephesians 2:1-10; 2 Corinthians 5:17)

[, in goodness

A. your sins and to live a holy
life for God (Psalm 51:10; 1 John 1:9)

B. to glorify God by good works
(Matthew 5:16; Ephesians 2:10; 1 Peter 2:11-12)

C. on things that are good and pure

(Romans 12:9; Philippians 4:8)

CONCLUSION
By way of application, please consider the following
(Goodness Self-Examination Questionnaire):

e Is the “good” | do based on God’s standards in His
Bible, or society’s standards and standards I've
created?

e How do my actions show God’s right way of life?
How do my actions show God’s goodness in and
through my life?

e Would God call what | am about to do “good”? If yes,
what evidence from the Bible shows it?

e Am | just? Am | fair? Am | obedient to God’s
commandments? Am | generous in doing good to
others?




