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Psalm 115 — “To God Alone Be The Glory!”
God’s glory refers to the consummate beauty of the totality of His perfections. (John MacArthur) 

We should live in order to display the supreme worth and beauty and glory of God (John Piper) 

Where God is rightly seen, He will be seen as exceedingly stately and glorious: He is so wonderful whom nothing 
can resemble, whom no tongue can express, nor eye behold, nor heart conceive. What if we were to imagine 

thousands of mountains of the most precious stones imaginable, and thousands of suns shining in their brightness? 
These would still be inconceivably short of God and the glory that is in Him. (James Durham) 

✤SOLI DEO GLORIA!  - To God alone be the Glory!    all of life — including salvation — is to be for the glory of God alone! 

 All glory goes to God -- but HOW??? 
1. Think rightly about God (Put into your mind)
2. Meditate worshipfully on God (Put into your heart)
3. Worship heartfully before God (Praise God internally)
4. Speak incessantly about God (Proclaim God verbally)
5. Live uprightly to God  (Piously live with holy zeal) 

Psalm 115 is called “The psalm of God’s ‘unchallengeable glory’”  (Derek Kidner) 
• Psalm 115 is easily summed up as the WE/US psalm. See the *bracket* structure—v.1a & v.18a - ‘us…’ 

• V.1a - not to US (repeated) = no glory to us! 
• V.18a - But as for US = we will bless Yahweh! 

   THESIS — In this psalm, The Word tells us to PUT THE SPOTLIGHT ON GOD! But-- how do we do that?   
    4 helpful & practical instructions for ALL of your life to be about GOD. 

I. GIVE GLORY TO GOD!  (1-3) 

1. Intrinsic glory - God’s beauty in & of Himself 
2. Revealed glory - revelation/manifestation in the world 
3. Ascribed glory - what we offer/praise/render to God! 

✤John Piper says:  We should live in order to display the supreme worth and beauty and glory of God. 
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v.3 - a towering verse on the absolute sovereignty of God 
    * Our God is in the heavens & He does whatever He pleases! 

✓ The singularity of God. —  God 
✓ The intimacy of God.  —Our 
✓ The existence of God     —Is 
✓ The supremacy of God.  —In heavens 
✓ The activity of God.   —He does  
✓ The sovereignty of God.  —Whatever 
✓ The decree of God    —Whatever he pleases 
✓ The happiness of God.  — He pleases  
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 From v.3—“Above all mockery and sneering, Yahweh is enthroned in power.  He is independent in all His doings. 
 No one can challenge him, move him, or even force Him to prove Himself and the power of His deity. It is a part of 

the honor of His name that His activity follows in sovereign self-determination!” (Hans-Joachim Kraus) 

II. GUARD YOURSELF FROM IDOLATRY!  (4-8) 

Isaiah 57.13 — “When you cry out, let your collection of idols deliver you.  But the wind will carry all of them up,  
And a breath will take them away. But he who takes refuge in Me will inherit the land  And will possess My holy 

mountain.” 

III. GROW STRONG IN TRUST!  (9-15) 

*To trust: “to attach yourself to, to be confident in, to rely wholly upon” -- to be firmly standing & solidly grounded 
upon God. 

'Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus,   and to take him at his word;  
just to rest upon his promise,   and to know, "Thus saith the Lord."     (Louisa Stead) 

IV. GATHER CORPORATELY TO PRAISE!  (16-18) 

✤God is Great! (v.16) 
✤Your Time is Short! (v.17) 
✤Bless God with Might! (v.18) 

➡Let us live our all for God’s glory.  All that you do — work mightily for God’s honor & glory!   
➡As you succeed and do well - give praise and thanks to God.   
➡You engage in any activity, endeavor or plan or project - work hard, honestly, doing your best for Him with 

zeal & give him the recognition & praise for it all!  
➡Don’t take the praise; deflect it to Christ! 
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HOW TO GLORIFY GOD IN YOUR DAILY LIFE.  20 ways.  
Here are twenty biblical ways you can do it. 

1. Give God verbal declarations of praise (Rev. 4:8-9). 

2. Live a life of noticeable piety (Matt. 5:16; James 1:27; 1 Peter 2:12). 

3. Ask God for things in Jesus’ name (John 14:13). 

4. Bear fruit and show yourself to be a disciple of Jesus (John 15:8). 

5. Declare the truth about Jesus (John 16:14). 

6. Love your life less than God (John 21:19; 1 Peter 1:7; 4:16). 

7. Worship God as God (Rom. 1:21). 

8. Live a life of sexual purity (1 Cor. 6:20). 

9. Live a life of generosity (2 Cor. 9:13). 

10. Rejoice in God’s glory displayed in creation (Psalm 19:1). 

11. Do the works of faith (2 Thess. 1:12). 

12. Use your gifts in God’s strength (1 Peter 4:11). 

13. Make sure everyone knows you’re not God (Acts 12:23). 

14. Live a life of gratitude (Psalm 50:23; 2 Cor. 4:15). 

15. In matters of liberty, seek the good of others (1 Cor 10:31). 

16. Extend grace to sinners (2 Cor. 8:19). 

17. Be a part of a local church (2 Cor. 8:23; Eph. 3:20-21). 

18. Tell God you are wrong and he is right (Josh. 7:19; Jer. 13:16; Rev. 16:9). 

19. Obey God (Lev. 10:3; Mal. 2:2). 

20. Go from a Christ-despiser to a Christ-worshiper (Gal. 1:24). 

  — Kevin DeYoung  

Page  of 3 4

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev.%204.8-9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%205.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%201.27
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2015.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2016.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2021.19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Peter%204.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%201.21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.%206.20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor.%209.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2019.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Thess.%201.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%204.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2012.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2050.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor.%204.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2010.31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor.%208.19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor.%208.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.%203.20-21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Josh.%207.19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer.%2013.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev.%2016.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lev.%2010.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mal.%202.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal.%201.24


Geoffrey R. Kirkland                                          CFBC Exposition of Psalms & Prayer Meeting                                    Wednesday, August 6, 2025 

Psalm 115 — “To God Alone Be The Glory!”

TO GOD BE THE GLORY 

PS 115: PSALTER—NOT UNTO US O LORD OF HEAV’N 
Tune:  And Can It Be?

Page  of 4 4

To God be the glory, great things He hath done, 
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son, 
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 
And opened the life-gate that all may go in. 
  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
Let the earth hear His voice; 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
Let the people rejoice; 
Oh, come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 
And give Him the glory; great things He hath done. 

Oh, perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 
To every believer the promise of God; 
The vilest offender who truly believes, 
That moment from Jesus a pardon receives. 

Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath 
done, 
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 
But purer, and higher, and greater will be 
Our wonder, our transport when Jesus we see. 

Not unto us, O Lord of heav’n,  
but unto you be glory giv’n.  
In love and truth you do fulfill  
the counsels of your sov’reign will;  
though nations fail your pow’r to own,  
yet, Lord, you reign, and you alone. 
Not unto us, O Lord of heav’n, 
but unto you be glory giv’n. 

The idol-gods of heathen lands  
are but the work of human hands;  
they cannot see, they cannot speak,  
their ears are deaf, their hands are weak.  
Like them shall be all those who hold  
to gods of silver and of gold. 
Not unto us, O Lord of heav’n, 
but unto you be glory giv’n. 

Let Isr’el trust in God alone,  
the Lord whose grace and pow’r are known.  
To him your full allegiance yield,  
and he will be your help and shield.  
All those who fear him God will bless;  
his saints have proved his faithfulness. 
Not unto us, O Lord of heav’n, 
but unto you be glory giv’n. 

All you who fear him and adore,  
the Lord increase you more and more.  
Both great and small who him confess,  
you and your children he will bless.  
Yea, blest are you by him who made  
the heav’ns, and earth’s foundations laid. 
Not unto us, O Lord of heav’n, 
but unto you be glory giv’n. 


